
 

 Change irrigation timer 
over to summer watering 
from the spring schedule  

 
 Apply glyphosate 

(‘Roundup’) around bed 
edges to keep bermuda 
grass from creeping in 

 
 Replenish mulch around 

beds to conserve water 
and maintain plant health 

Concho Valley  

May 2014 

Everyone is well aware of the drought situation, and how far behind 
we are on water and how low our lakes and reservoirs have gotten.  
I heard from our meteorologist that we might not even get any sig-
nificant amount of rain until June.  But while we all need to learn to 
be smart and conservative with water use, let’s not give up on en-
joying the year!  If we adjust how we garden, and come up with 
some creative ways to recycle water,  we can still enjoy growing 
some fresh tomatoes or colorful spring flowers. 
 
Instead of planting the usual vegetable plot and flower beds, we 
might just need to have a few nice planters or a small container gar-
den.  It can be more convenient to use some recycled water from 
inside the house to keep a few potted plants growing than it is to 
water an extensive bed.   
 

I have been very impressed by the people 
in this community when it comes to water 
conservation.  Many people have been  
doing their part and recycling water from 
inside the house, like putting a bucket in 
the shower to catch water while it heats 
up.  Some showers take a long time for the 
hot water to get there, and all the cold  
water going down the drain is a waste.   

 
Just remember that if your water goes through a water softener, it 
can’t be recycled to use on plants – it has too much salt in it and will 
damage plants instead of help them.   
 
Some other ideas include: Dip out 
dishwater from the sink when the 
dishes are done, pour out the ice 
chest into a planter, install a rain 
barrel, and install a hose to let the 
greywater from the washing ma-
chine irrigate some plants.  Every 
drop counts! 

 
Spider mites are common pests 

during dry, hot weather.   
 

The damage appears specked, and 
is called ‘stippling’ 



Growing Berries 
 

If you want to try growing some of your 
own fruit, blackberries are about the easi-
est crop to do.  They take up a lot of space, 
but if you have room in your yard they 
don’t need a lot of effort.  A blackberry 
plant will produce a lot of fruit each 
spring, without as much work as other 
fruit crops. 

Be careful where you plant it though, be-
cause blackberry bushes have a lot of 
thorns; so you won’t want it in a place 
with a lot of foot traffic or where kids play. 

Two good varieties to choose would be 
Brazos and Rosborough, developed by Tex-
as A&M University.  They will give you a 
few gallons of berries per plant per year. 

The Brazos and Rosborough varieties have 
been proven to do well all over the state 
and are pretty dependable.  But there are 
also some thornless varieties of blackber-
ries available, such as Arapaho and Nava-
ho.  

 

Blackberry stems are biennial – mean-
ing it takes two years for a stem to 
make fruit.  When a stem, also called 
cane, comes up the first year it’s called 
a primocane and doesn’t flower.  The 
second year, it’s called a floricane and 
will flower and make fruit.  A cane will 
only bear fruit once, so all the stems 
that made fruit should be pruned off 
after they’re done. 

Strawberries are another popular fruit 
to grow, but are pretty difficult.  They 
need rich, well drained but moist soil 
and are susceptible to many diseases 
and problems.  They also do better 
around here if planted in the fall, but 
they’re only available for sale in the 
spring. 

Blueberries are simply not an option, 
they are impossible to grow in our al-
kaline soils.   Acidic soil is absolutely 
essential for healthy blueberry plants, 
and high quality water with no salts is 
also important.  Unfortunately, blueber-
ries are just not a recommended crop 
for our area. 

 

Black Dalea 

Dalea frutescens  

 
A low, mounding native shrub with 

feathery foliage, it blooms from late summer into fall; 

flowers resemble feather dalea's purple pea-like blooms 

without the plumes. Does not like fertilizer or  excess  

water. 



Summer Blooming Bulbs 

It’s difficult to think about spring garden-
ing and planting when we’re so behind on 
rainfall, but with good plant selection and 
proper horticultural practices we don’t 
have to give up altogether!  I’ve always 
loved a good thunderstorm, but I think 
now more than ever the sound of rum-
bling, booming thunder is one of the most 
beautiful things to hear. 

One thing we can do is plant bulbs.  Many 
bulbs are spring bloomers and must be 
planted in the fall, but there are also many 
beautiful bulbs that flower in the summer-
time.  Many of the common bulbs, like tu-
lips, do not naturalize in our warm climate 
and won’t flower again after the first year.  
Choose bulbs that can handle our warm 
southern climate, and will continue to pro-
vide color and interest from year to year.  
Now is the time to get summer bulbs in 
the ground – they won’t need much water 
at first, but let’s keep praying for more 
rain!  They’ll need it when they start com-
ing up later in the season. 

The Crinum lily is a beautiful, old fash-
ioned flower that is very striking and 
showy when it blooms. Crinums are pretty 
tough plants – in an article for Southern 
Living Magazine, east Texas horticulturist 
Greg Grant says they are” pretty darned 
eternal” because they’re so hardy.  Exten-
sion Horticulture Professor Bill Welch 

claims “No crinum has ever died.”  Well, that 
might not be entirely true – especially in the 
rough conditions of west Texas, but they are 
definitely worth a try!  Some good varieties 
would be ‘Ellen Bosanquet,’ ‘Bradley,’ and 
‘Summer Nocturne.’   

The rain lily is another remarkable bulb, 
getting its name from the way it dependably 
blooms after a good summer rain.  There 
are a lot of wild rain lilies in San Angelo, and 
they make quite an impact when they all 
pop up and bloom – some yards and vacant 
lots become a sea of small light pink or 
white blooms a few days after a storm.  
There are some improved varieties availa-
ble, with larger, more colorful flowers such 
as Zephyranthes grandiflora and Zephy-
ranthes labufarrosa.   

Many of these summer bulbs can be found 
at local nurseries, or can be ordered online – 
like at www.southernbulbs.com.  Other 
tough plants that can be planted now in-
clude daylilies, cannas, and liatrus.  We need 
to continue to be creative with saving water 
– harvest rainwater, save and reuse water 
from washing dishes or catch water in buck-
ets while waiting for it to heat up.  And let’s 
all plant some rain lilies as an act of faith 
that it will rain again! 

http://www.southernbulbs.com


Summer Lawn Care 
 

Well, it’s the time of year to talk about lawn care 

and weed control - but it seems that lawns are 

(understandably) a bit of a touchy subject now 

days.  Those lucky enough to have fairly green 

lawns are worried about losing them, and those 

with sparse lawns want to replant but the drought 

doesn’t make that feasible.  Temperatures have 

also been really up and down, causing even more 

stress.  There are some things we can do to help 

our lawns as much as possible while still con-

serving water and following the water restriction 

rules.  But to be honest, many homeowners may 

choose to let the lawn go this summer and re-

establish with a more drought tolerant species 

when the weather gets better.  The focus for most 

will be trees and home foundations; lawns can be 

replaced moderately easily, but mature trees can-

not. 

For those that choose to keep the lawn going, it’s 

important to water deeply on the allotted days to 

promote deep root growth.  Deep roots can help 

the lawn survive better between irrigations.  Al-

so, don’t set the mower too low to the ground.  

Mowing just a little higher than normal will al-

low the grass to shade the ground more, and less 

moisture will be lost to evaporation.  If automatic 

sprinkler systems are used, make sure they are in 

good working order and that no sprinkler heads 

are broken.  Be a good neighbor and notify the 

property owner if you see a geyser – a broker 

sprinkler head is a major waste of water.  Most 

homeowners and commercial property owners 

would appreciate finding out - they are generally 

unaware of the problem, and don’t want to waste 

water any more than they want to waste money on 

their water bill. 

As far as weeds go, some lawns don’t have as 

many as others – the lack of water means less 

weed growth.  But weeds are very opportunistic, 

and some will still come up no matter how dry the 

ground is; and sparse, thinned turf is the perfect 

invitation to plants like khaki weed.  Post emer-

gent herbicides such as 2,4-d,  sulfosulfu-

ron  (trade name Certainty) or imaazaquin (trade 

name Image) and others can be helpful in control-

ling weeds that do pop up, just be sure to follow 

all label directions. 

For flower beds and around shrubs, apply a three 

to four inch deep layer of organic mulch.   Thick 

mulch limits seed germination by preventing soil/

seed contact and reducing sunlight.  In addition to 

helping control weeds, a hardwood mulch will 

also help plants grow better with less water by 

shading the soil and preventing evaporation. 



Upcoming 
May 2014 

 

Saturday May 3, 9am 

Saturday Seminar - Conserving Water With  

                                      Texas Natives 

Location: Water Education Center 

       417 S. Oakes 

Cost: $10 

Presented by the People/Plant Connection.  Guest Speaker Kay 

Thompson will talk about the benefits of gardening with Texas Na-

tives; she’ll cover which plants do best in our area. 

 

 

 

Friday May 16, 12pm 

Lunch N Learn Class - Turfgrass Care 

Location: Tom Green County Commissioner’s Courtroom 

      Judge Edd B. Keyes Bldg, 113 W Beauregard 

Cost: $5  

 

 

 

For more info on any activity, please call the Extension Office at (325) 659-6528 

For more information on any of the topics, or to ask questions please contact: 
 

Texas A&M Agrilife Extension 
Tom Green County 
113 W Beauregard 

San Angelo, TX 76903 
325-659-6528 

 
Educational programs conducted by Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service serve people of all ages regardless of socioeco-

nomic level, race, color, sex, religion, disability or national origin.  


