
April To-Do’s 
 

• Deadhead flowering  
annuals and perennials to  
extend blooming period 

 
• Replenish mulch as needed in 

all beds 
 
• Apply bait for fire ants 
 
• Fertilize lawn based on a soil 

test; if needed apply  5 
pounds of  21-0-0 fertilizer 
per 1,000 square feet 

 
• Plant spring vegetables 
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Spring Lawn Care 

Last year was wonderfully rainy, and spring came early this year—so it’s 
a great encouragement to make efforts to work on improving the lawn.  
It hasn’t rained much yet this year though, so  let’s pray for rain and keep 
water conservation as a top priority! 

Whether sprucing up the turfgrass that’s there, or planting new grass, 
this might be a great year to get a soft, green lawn back for those that 
need improvement.  Lawns have a bad reputation for wasting water, but 
many lawns don’t need as much water as they get.  Take the opportunity 
this spring and summer to work on creating a lush, green yard without 
stickers and weeds, but keep water conservation in mind and grow deep-
rooted grass that is drought tolerant, and that uses water-efficient irriga-
tion. 

The practices that have the biggest impact on a dense, weed-free lawn 
are mowing and watering.  Frequent mowing at the correct height, and 
proper irrigation (which means deep but infrequently) will help encour-
age thick, healthy grass that can outcompete weeds.  To start from 
scratch and plant a new lawn, there are several options ranging from 
seeding, to sodding or plugging.  Contact the A&M Agrilife Extension Of-
fice for a helpful publication on how to establish a new lawn.  Some of the 
principles covered include good soil preparation, planting techniques, 
timing, etc.   

Sod can technically be planted year-round, but is usually best planted in 
the spring or early fall; seeds are best planted in late spring or early sum-
mer.  Warm-season turfgrass seeds like bermudagrass germinate better 
in warmer soil temperatures, so April or May are good months to plant 
grass seed. 

A multi-stream sprinkler 
head - a more efficient way to 
irrigate turf than sprinkler 
heads that spray a smaller 
droplet.  The smaller the 
droplet,  more water is lost to 
evaporation. 

Pecan Update 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Check out the website  
pecan.ipmpipe.org/ for 
helpful information and up-
dates on pecan pests and 
best treatments 

http://pecan.ipmpipe.org/


Plant Spotlight 
 

Natchez Blackberry 

Rubus fruticosus ‘Natchez’  
 

This thornless blackberry produces an 

abundance of fruit each year—plant in 

full sun for best production.  Blackberry 

stems, called canes, are biennial—the 

first year they don’t make fruit and are 

called primocanes.  Second year canes 

are called floricanes, and make fruit.  After fruiting, canes should be pruned back. 

Compost 
 
There’s a saying about vegetable gardening, that says 
“the gardener with the most compost wins.”  Compost 
is especially beneficial to add to our soil here in West 
Texas.  It improves the soil structure and helps our 
plants grow better.   
 
Taking organic matter waste and putting it back into 
the landscape in the form of compost will reduce ferti-
lizer applications, conserve water, and decrease the 
volume of wastes entering landfills. 
 
Compost can be made out of leaves, grass clippings, 
vegetable and fruit scraps, coffee grounds and filters, 
tea bags, wood chips, straw, small twigs and similar 
materials.  Tiny microorganisms do the work of 
breaking down organic materials to form compost. 
 
Compost is essential to having a healthy landscape or 
garden.  It can be used as a mulch or mixed into the 
soil. Compost provides an almost constant source of 
nutrients and is an great soil conditioner. 
 
 The organic materials in compost help plants grow by 
loosening the soil and providing aeration and drain-
age.  
 
Compost has most of the nutrients plants require for 
growth and through regular use can greatly reduce 
the need for chemical fertilizers. 

 
If you would like to start your own compost bin at 
home, simply choose a spot and decide what kind 
of container you want. Start by putting in kitchen 
and yard wastes in the composting bin. Then 
spread some soil or a little already-finished com-
post over the compost pile. This layer contains mi-
croorganisms needed to do the composting. Then 
keep an eye on the moisture level, if it's dry add 
water.  The compost should be damp but not soak-
ing wet. 
 
Turning or mixing the compost each week will 
speed up the process, it should take a few months 
for it to finish. 
 
For more info, visit http://aggie-
horticulture.tamu.edu/earthkind/files/2010/10/
compost.pdf 

 
 

http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/earthkind/files/2010/10/compost.pdf
http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/earthkind/files/2010/10/compost.pdf
http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/earthkind/files/2010/10/compost.pdf


Waterwise Landscaping 

I have really enjoyed the weather this 
year, the summer was cooler than usual 
and even though September started out 
hot, the cool fall temperatures settled 
in and we even had some good doses of 
rain.  But though this year was not as 
hard as previous years, we still need to 
focus on water conservation.  Our wa-
ter supplies are still low and water will 
always be a critical issue. 

Here are some practices to adopt in the 
landscape to be more conservative with 
water use. 

First - amend soil. When planting new 
plants, till in 3 inches of compost as 
deep as possible to improve the soil 
structure and water holding capacity.   

Next, start converting to drip irrigation 
for all planting beds like vegetable gar-
dens, flower beds and shrub beds.  Drip 
irrigation is much more efficient than 
sprinklers because sprinklers can lose 
a lot to evaporation. 

 

Besides evaporation loss, spraying water 
on plant leaves is not good for the health 
of most plants.  When it’s humid and wet 
outside, spraying on the leaves can 
spread disease.  And when it’s hot and 
dry, the salt content of the water can 
burn or scorch plant leaves. 

When it comes to turfgrass, sprinklers 
are the easiest way to go, though.  There 
are some subsurface drip systems availa-
ble which are more water efficient, but 
they are not common.  But you can adjust 
your sprinklers to be more water wise.  
Do an irrigation audit - run the system 
during daylight so you can see where the 
heads are spraying.  Sometimes sprin-
klers get turned and spray the wrong di-
rection.  Also, check if the heads are 
spraying a fine mist - smaller droplets 
evaporate faster.  Lowering the pressure 
can increase the droplet size and reduce 
water waste. 

40 Gallon Challenge 

Well, it’s only spring but it’s already warming up and 
summer will be here soon.  Last year was nice and rainy, 
but our water sources are not much better off than they 
have been and water conservation is just as important as 
it ever was.  We need to be good stewards of what we 
have so we can hold on to it longer.  We are under lower 
water restrictions that we have been some of the previ-
ous years, but the rules in place still help prevent wast-
ing water.  
 
Let’s all be careful with how we irrigate so we can get the 
plants what they need to stay healthy and still conserve.  
If lawns or beds have been irrigated too frequently 
(which would be twice a week or more) they will strug-
gle to adapt to drought; watering deep but infrequently 
helps train deep roots and make plants more tolerant to 
hot dry weather. 
 
Applying an inch of water one day a week will allow 
deep, healthy roots to develop.  The key to helping land-
scapes survive the drought and make it through water 
restrictions is slow, deep watering.  Irrigate thoroughly, 
so that the water soaks deep into the ground.  If shallow, 
heavy soils or slopes cause water to begin to run-off be-
fore the ground has been thoroughly soaked, use the 
‘soak and cycle’ method. This just means to run the sys-
tem until the water starts puddling or running off and 
stop.   Wait a period of time to let the water sink in, and 
run it again.   
 
And finally, water early in the morning before tempera-
tures heat up and cause water loss to evaporation. 
Take the 40 gallon challenge to get some great ideas one 
ways to conserve water at home, and find out just how 
much water you can save by doing things like turning the 
water off while you brush your teeth.  Visit the website 
40gallonchallenge.org. 

Spring Weeds 

Weeds are about as dependable as the sun, they al-
ways come up.  It’s a lot of work to keep unwanted 
weeds out of the landscape and garden, but it’s im-
portant to do so to keep plants healthy and the yard 
looking good.  Weeds compete for sunlight, air and 
water and if there are too many around they can 
cause desirable plants to suffer – especially any-
thing newly planted, even trees. 

Mulch is the best option for planting beds, and is 
very effective at suppressing weeds, but it has to be 
the right depth.  Shrub and flower beds should be 
designed to be able to hold 3 to 4 inches of mulch, 
which will reduce weed seed germination and 
cause emerging weeds to die from light starvation.  
Not only does mulch help control weeds, it also 
conserves moisture and looks attractive in the 
landscape. 

The lawn is also a concern, and requires a different 
approach.  The best defense a lawn can have 
against weeds is to be healthy, dense and aggres-
sive.  The grass needs appropriate irrigation, nitro-
gen fertilizer, and frequent mowing to stay thick 
and be able to choke out weeds.   

If weeds are still a problem after good cultural 
management, chemical control may be an option.  
Pre-emergent herbicide is effective against annual 
weeds, and should be applied around February, 
May and September each year. Post emergent 
broadleaf weed killers such as 2,4-d can kill exist-
ing broadleaf weeds in bermudagrass.  Just be care-
ful to not let any type of herbicide drift onto land-
scape plants and follow label directions. 

Glyphosate, trade name Round Up, can be helpful in 
some circumstances, but remember it’s non selec-
tive and can kill all plants it hits.  It’s helpful along 
fence lines, walkways and driveways, any area 
where no plants are desired. 



Spring Pecan Care 

Pecans are important to many people in the Concho 
Valley.  While they use a lot of water, which isn’t ide-
al, they are common landscape shade trees.  A pecan 
tree is not an option to plant if you want a drought 
tolerant shade tree, but many of us have them al-
ready and want to take good care of them. Pecans 
can do well here because the low humidity helps 
prevent scab disease, a common problem that hap-
pens east of here. 

Newly planted trees will need at least 7 to 10 gallons 
of water per week, and mature trees will need as 
much as 50 inches per year total, including rainfall.   

Fertility is also a concern - zinc should be applied at 
bud break and at every flush of growth, and nitrogen 
should be applied every six to 8 weeks during the 
growing season. 

Common pests that can damage nuts are pecan nut 
casebearers and weevils.  Timing is very important 
to get good control.  Soon it will be time to spray for 
casebearers. 

We manage a mailing list for anyone interested in 
pecans, and will send out announcements each 
spring and fall regarding the proper timing and rec-
ommended spray dates for case bearers and weevils.  
It’s free to join, just contact the extension office at 
325-659-6528 to sign up.   

Pecans have been thoroughly researched and have 
been proven to have great health benefits, and are a 
very valuable addition to the landscape.  It’s a lot of 
fun to grow and pick up pecans that you grew your-
self.    

And the commercial future is looking pretty profita-
ble for those that grow pecans to sell, Pecans are be-
coming more and more popular in other countries 
that have recently discovered them – so there are 
new markets to sell to. 

Replenish Mulch 
I often mention how beneficial mulch is to landscape 
and garden plants, and now that it’s warming up it’s 
more important than ever.  We haven’t been in ex-
treme water restrictions yet, but if we do end up with 
tighter restrictions, mulching would be the best thing 
to help keep plants healthy. 

It helps plants because it will conserve moisture by 
preventing evaporation, it moderates soil tempera-
ture, and prevents weed growth.  Mulch is also an im-
portant design feature in the landscape, because it 
provides unity and brings everything together.  It just 
looks attractive and gives it a finished look. 
 
Also, mulch will eventually break down and replenish 
nutrients in the soil.  If you keep mulch replenished 
every year, there will be less  need for fertilizers. 
 
So what exactly is mulch?  It can be any material laid 
out on the soil surface - it can be organic or inorganic 
material. 
 
Organic mulches are things like wood chips, shred-
ded bark, composted cotton burrs, peat moss, com-
post, pine needles, etc.  
 
The inorganic mulches include shredded rubber 
tires, plastic film, crushed rock, pea gravel, or similar 
materials used to cover the soil. 
 
Applying mulch is the simplest landscaping and gar-
dening task there is, but does take some physical ef-
fort.  All you have to do is put it down on the ground 
around the plants, a layer of about 3 inches thick.  
Less than 2 inches deep and it won’t have much ben-
efit.  Deeper than 4 inches can suffocate plant roots. 



Upcoming 
Classes & Programs 

April 2017 

Saturday, April 1st, 8am  
Master Gardener Plant Sale 
Location: Tom Green 4-H Center, 3168 N. US Highway 67 (next to animal shelter) 
Don’t miss this chance to purchase some great plants and raise money for community 
educational projects!  
FMI call 325-659-6528 

 
Friday, April 7, 12:00pm 
Lunch N Learn Class - Vegetable Gardening 
Location: Tom Green County Extension Office 
  Judge Edd B. Keyes Bldg, 113 W Beauregard 
Cost: $5  
Learn how to grow your own fresh, tasty food right in your 
back yard—all the basics of vegetable gardening will be 
covered 

 

Saturday, April 29th 10am to 12pm 
Water Conservation Seminar—’More Green with 
Less Blue’ 
Location: The Bosque at the river walk  - 330 S. Irving St., San 
Angelo  
Cost: Free, open to the public 
Join us for a fun seminar to learn about landscape water  
conservation!  
See attached flyer, FMI call 325-659-6528 

For more information on any of the topics, or to ask questions please contact: 

Allison Watkins 
Texas A&M Agrilife Extension 

Tom Green County 
113 W Beauregard 

San Angelo, TX 76903 
325-659-6528 

The members of Texas A&M AgriLife will provide equal opportunities in programs and activities, education, and  

employment to all persons regardless of race, color, sex, religion, national origin, age, disability, genetic information,  

veteran status, sexual orientation or gender identity and will strive to achieve full and equal employment opportunity 

throughout Texas A&M AgriLife.  


