
April To-Do’s 
	

 Deadhead	 lowering		
annuals	and	perennials	to	
extend	blooming	period	

	
 Replenish	mulch	as	needed	
in	all	beds	

	
 Apply	bait	for	 ire	ants	
	
 Fertilize	lawn	‐	5	pounds	of		
21‐0‐0	fertilizer	per	1,000	
square	feet	

	
 Plant	spring	vegetables	
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Beautiful, Texas Tough Plants 

Living	in	west	Texas,	we	often	have	to	deal	with	harsh	weather		
patterns	and	this	year	is	turning	into	a	pretty	dif icult	one.		But	it	
always	helps	to	 ind	something	good	in	every	situation,	and	we	can	
use	the	hot,	dry	weather	of	recent	years	as	a	learning	tool	to	see	
what	plants	are	both	tough	and	beautiful.		If	we	observe	what	plants	
can	handle	the	rough	conditions	and	still	be	colorful	and	attractive,	
we	can	focus	on	using	them	more	and	create	a	beautiful	yard	that	
can	survive	drought.	
	
Desert	plants	like	cacti	and	agaves	can	be	attractive	if	the	plan	is	
well‐designed,	but	the	desert	style	is	not	the	only	option	for	home‐
owners	wishing	to	have	a	drought	tolerant	landscape.		Some	good	
examples	of	plants	that	can	be	incorporated	into	a	traditional	land‐
scape	design	would	be	Pride	of	Barbados,	Yellow	Bells	(also	called	
Esperanza),	Lantana,	Russian	Sage,	Bulbine,	Turk’s	Cap,	and	Flame	
Acanthus.		These	perennials	all	have	colorful	 lowers	and	add	a	lot	
of	interest	to	 lower	beds	but	are	also		tough	as	nails.	
	
Many	ornamental	grasses	also	 it	into	the	tough	but	attractive		
category,	such	as	Lindheimer's	Muhly	grass,	Dwarf	Fountain	Grass,	
and	Gulf	Coast	Muhly.			
	
Texas	Mountain	Laurel	is	a	beautiful	small	tree	that	can	be	used	in	
the	landscape	as	an	accent	or	ornamental	feature.		It	has	lush		
looking	dark	evergreen	foliage,	and	in	early	springs	blooms	large,	
fragrant	purple	 lowers.			
	
Some	beautiful	native	plants	that	aren’t	as	easy	to	 ind	but	are		
wonderful	options	if	available	would	be	Black	Dalea,	Fairy	Duster,	
Apache	Plume,	and	Rock	Penstemon.			
	
Just	remember	that	even	the	most	drought‐tolerant	plants	still		
require	some	water	to	get	them	going	and	become	established.		
With	virtually	no	rain	yet	this	year,	we	have	to	be	creative	and	con‐
serve	water.		Many	gardeners	are	catching	water	in	buckets	inside	
the	home	while	heating	up	water	for	doing	dishes,	or	letting	the	
used	washing	machine	water	run	outside	to	water	plants.		Think	
outside	the	box!	

Treat	trees	to	prevent	
sticky	honeydew		

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
The	sap‐like	substance	that	trees	
drop	on	cars	and	sidewalks	is		
honeydew	from	aphid	insects.		
Treat	trees	with	imidacloprid	to	
prevent	the	problem.	



Allergies	and	Gardening	
	
Allergies	can	be	a	major	nuisance	for	gar‐
deners,	but	don’t	let	them	keep	you	from	
enjoying	your	plants.		Here	are	some	steps	
that	can	help	reduce	allergy	problems	for	
gardeners.	

Pollen	is	the	main	source	of	allergies,	and	
there	are	two	basic	types	‐	there	are	light‐
weight	pollens	that	travel	by	wind,	and	
then	there	are	heavier,	sticky	pollens	that	
need	insects	to	spread	them	around.		Try	
to	choose	plants	that	have	heavy,	sticky	
pollen	instead	of	the	lightweight	wind	
spread	pollen.		Examples	would	be	pears,	
peaches	and	redbud	trees.			

It’s	impossible	to	prevent	all	pollen	move‐
ment,	but	keeping	weed	populations	down	
will	help.		Johnsongrass,	ragweed,	and	pig‐
weed	are	some	of	the	worst	causes	of	al‐
lergies.		Keep	them	mowed	down	and	un‐
der	control.	

Another	trick	is	to	plant	female	plants	in‐
stead	of	male	plants,	when	there’s	an	op‐
tion.			

Some	plants	occur	as	either	male	or	fe‐
male,	such	as	hollies.		Sometimes	male	
specimens	are	recommended	to	reduce	
messy	fruit	drop,	but	for	reducing	aller‐
gies	female	plants	would	be	the	way	to	
go.		One	good	example	is	the	Chinese	
pistache	tree;		the	female	has	beautiful	
red	berries	in	the	fall	and	does	not	shed	
allergy‐causing	pollen.	

Another	cause	for	allergies	could	be	
fungus.		This	can	be	prevented	by	keep‐
ing	the	landscape	cleaned	up	and	rake	
up	fallen	leaves,	and	to	keep	hedges	
and	lawns	trimmed	to	increase	aera‐
tion	and	reduce	mold	spores.	

Timing	can	also	affect	the	severity	of	
allergic	reactions.		Go	out	to	work	in	
the	garden	in	the	morning	or	late	after‐
noon	‐	this	is	when	the	pollen	is	higher	
in	the	sky	and	away	from	ground	level.		
Use	a	mask	when	mowing,	and	change	
clothes	after	working	outside.	

Plant Spotlight 
	
Texas	Redbud	
Cercis	canadensis	var.	texensis		
	
Beautiful	native	tree	that	is	also	tough.		

Texas	redbuds	are	a	better	option	for	us	

than	eastern	redbuds.		Mexican	redbuds	
are	also	a	good	choice.	



Bene icial	Insects	

You’ve	likely	heard	that	using	chemical		

pesticides	should	be	a	last	resort,	and	that	

cultural	practices	should	be	tried	 irst.		One	

reason	is	that	‐	sometimes		plant	has	an		

insect	or	disease	pest	because	it’s	not	being	

cared	for	properly,	and	stress	made	it	more	

susceptible	to	infestation	and	chemicals	

won’t	 ix	that	issue.	

Another	reason	to	abstain	from	chemical	

insecticides	as	much	as	possible	is	because	

using	insecticides	will	often	diminish	or	

eliminate	populations	of	bene icial	insects.		

Bene icial	insects	are	insects	that	do	not	

harm	plants	but	are	predatory	to	insects	

that	do	harm	plants	‐	any	they	are	usually	

more	sensitive	to	pesticides	than	pest	in‐

sects.	

Bene icial	insects	exist	everywhere	in	na‐

ture,	and	using	an	insecticide	can	change	the	

balance	of	insect	populations.		Many	times,	

if	a	broad	spectrum	insecticide	is	used	it	will	

kill	many	of	the	bene icial	insects,	and	it	can	

make	the	problem	worse.			

	

	

Killing	bene icial	can	also	cause	secondary	

pests‐	which	are	insects	that	were	not	causing	

problems,	but	when	the	predator	insect	is	

killed	they	come	in	and	causes	havoc	to	your	

plants.	

So	when	you	see	insects	out	in	the	yard	or	

garden,	don’t	be	too	quick	to	get	out	the	insec‐

ticide.		Only	consider	pesticides	if	the	insect	is	

a	known	pest.		If	you	are	not	sure	if	the	insect	

is	a	pest,	take	a	picture	and	email	it	or	bring	it	

to	the	extension	of ice	for	identi ication	be‐

fore	trying	to	kill	it.	

Some	of	the	best	bene icial	insects	that	are	

commonly	found	in	the	yard	are	dragon	 lies,	

lady	bugs,	spiders,	tiger	beetles,	ground	bee‐

tles,	praying	mantis,	and	green	lacewings	

These	bene icial	insects	can	even	be		

purchased	to	release	in	the	garden,	but	it	can	

be	hard	to	get	the	right	amount	to	be	effective	

and	they	may	just	 ly	away	and	not	stick	

around	to	help.		That’s	why	conservation	of	

natural	enemies	is	important.	



Spring	Annuals	
	
Well spring has blown in, and it’s about time to 
plant warm season annuals.  If you haven't pulled 
out any winter annual flowers that have gotten 
worn out or died, it will really spruce up the yard 
if you do.   

In case you don't know what annuals are, they are 
simply plants that live for one season or year, and 
complete their life cycle and either die out natu-
rally or because of cold winter or hot summer 
temperatures. 

Annuals have a really important impact on the 
look of a landscape.  They provide more color 
pop than just about any other type of plant.  You 
don’t need to fill up a huge bed with them, that 
could get very expensive - a few annuals are nice 
companions for perennials that come back each 
year.  Plant annuals in small groupings so they 
can give more color punch.  

When you take out the old annuals, take the op-
portunity to amend and improve the soil with or-
ganic matter.  Preparing the planting bed will re-
ally benefit your plants and you could even have 
better flower production 

Many annual flowers and foliage plants don't 
need a whole lot of care in order to look attrac-
tive, as long as they get the right amount of water.  
Although some do require deadheading to keep 
blooming. 

As for watering, newly planted annuals will need 
more frequent watering until they are established.  
Try using recycled water from inside the house to 
get them going.  Once they have adequate root 
systems, a deep but infrequent watering is re-
quired.  Drip irrigation is the best way to go, as 
spraying water can spread disease, and salty water 
can burn leaves. 

Some examples of good annuals for the area are: 
Cosmos, Begonia, Bluebonnet, Caladium, Purs-
lane, Moss Rose, Marigold, Impatiens, and Petu-
nia.   



Classes & Programs 
Upcoming

April	2014	
April	2,	3,	9,	&	10	
Earth‐Kind	Landscape	School	
Location:	Tom	Green	4‐H	Center	

	 					3768	N.	US	Highway	67	

Cost:	$65;	see	attached	 lyer	

	
	

Saturday	April	5,	8am	
Master	Gardener	Plant	Sale	
Location:	Tom	Green	4‐H	Center	

	 					3768	N.	US	Highway	67	
	
	

	

Friday	April	11,	12pm	
Lunch	N	Learn	Class	‐	Edible	Landscaping	
Location:	Tom	Green	County	Commissioner’s	Courtroom	
	 					Judge	Edd	B.	Keyes	Bldg,	113	W	Beauregard	

Cost:	$5		
	
	

	

For	more	info	on	any	activity,	please	call	the	Extension	Of ice	at	(325)	659‐6528	

For more information on any of the topics, or to ask questions please contact: 
 

Allison Watkins 
Texas A&M Agrilife Extension 

Tom Green County 
113 W Beauregard 

San Angelo, TX 76903 
325-659-6528 

 
Educational programs conducted by Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service serve people of all ages regardless of socioeco-

nomic level, race, color, sex, religion, disability or national origin.  


