
March To-Do’s 
 

 Divide summer and fall  
flowering perennials and  
ornamental grasses 

 
 Avoid purchasing  

bare-root trees and roses 
this late in the season -  
instead choose container 
grown or B&B 

 
 Prepare soil in beds by tilling 

in 3 inches of compost 
 
 Don’t plant frost-sensitive 

plants too early.  The last 
frost in the Concho Valley 
can be as late as mid April, 
but is usually in late March 

Horticulture Update 
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Landscape Water Conservation 

After the wonderfully rainy year that the Concho Valley experienced last 
year, it might seem like water conservation wouldn’t be as important as 
it usually is.  But even with getting much more rainfall than normal,  
reservoirs are still low and water conservation will always be important.  
Maybe even more so, because with a wetter year there is the risk of  
becoming complacent and thinking there’s plenty of water available. 

As we get started with planning the new landscaping and gardening  
projects for the year, be smart with water use and conserve water as 
much as possible.  The first and most basic tip is to use good plant selec-
tion.  Choose plants that can take high temperatures, are drought toler-
ant and can survive the harsh west Texas climate.  That doesn’t exclude 
pretty, attractive plants - there are many beautiful plants that are tough.  
Check out the Earth-Kind plant selector tool at the website  
earthkind.tamu.edu, or contact the local Extension Office for lists of  
recommended plants. 

Many homes utilize sprinkler systems to make landscape maintenance 
easier.  A sprinkler system that is well-designed, properly maintained 
and correctly used won’t waste water, but sprinkler systems do carry the 
risk of wasting water when they’re not well designed or are in disrepair. 

It’s not time to turn on sprinkler systems quite yet, except to do an  
irrigation audit.  This is a great time of year to evaluate how well the  
system is working, and make any necessary repairs or adjustments –  
before it’s time to start watering and before irrigation contractors get 
busy.  Watch each station run and make sure there are no geysers, and 
that all sprinkler heads are spraying correctly and in the right direction. 

Try to incorporate drip irrigation as much as possible instead of spray 
heads.  Drip irrigation is much more water efficient, and most plants  
perform better with drip than spray heads.  Just make sure that beds 
with drip tubing are on different zones, and don’t run on the same zones 
with spray heads. 

Another water conservation tip is to not overuse fertilizer.  While extra 
nutrition may be needed for some yards, don’t go overboard and apply 
too much.  It can cause the grass to need more water and more frequent 
mowing; it’s better to let the lawn grow at a natural pace rather than  
trying to force it to grow too fast.  Do a soil test to find out just how much 
fertilizer is needed, if any. 

Pecan Update 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Spring is a good time to start  

fertilizing.  Once leaves emerge and 

the tree is actively growing, apply 

nitrogen fertilizer.  If you’d like a 

good crop of pecans, applying zinc 

is very beneficial - apply any time 

there is new growth in the leaves. 

Start at bud break; Zinc must be  

applied as a foliar spray, and is not 

absorbed through the soil. 



Plant Spotlight 
 

Skyflower 

Duranta erecta 
 

This is a beautiful perennial that 

butterflies flock to, with a long 

summer and fall blooming period.  

Allow plenty of room, as it grows 

large to about 4 feet tall and wide.  

Photos by Debbie Frost. 

Thin Those Fruit Trees 
 
Thinning fruits and vegetables can be hard for a home 
gardener to do.  When starting vegetables from seed, we 
just scatter them down the rows – depending on the 
crop, it’s not always feasible to plant each seed in the 
exact right spot with the correct spacing.  So after the 
seeds germinate, it’s important to pull the extra plants 
that are too close.  If you don’t they won’t get as big or 
productive as they should. 
 
Some  fruit trees also need to be thinned - such as 
peaches, plums, and apples.  And the sooner it’s done, 
the better.  Not all fruit needs to be thinned, pomegran-
ates, blackberries, figs etc should not be thinned. 

 
Thin out young fruit  
before it’s the size of a 
dime.  Stone fruit like 
peaches should be 
thinned out and spaced 
about 4 to 6 inches  
between fruits.  Simply 
pick off and throw away 
the fruit along the 

branches, leaving only one for every 6 inches or so.  For 
apples, remove excess fruit leaving one or two fruit per 
cluster. 
 
There are two major reasons for thinning fruit trees - for 
the health of the tree, and for better quality fruit.  If all 
the fruit is left on the tree, it will take up a lot of energy 

and nutrients and can stress the tree.  It will also 
weigh down the branches, so much that they can 
even break and fall off.  
 
Thinning also improves the fruit that is left.  If not 
thinned, the fruit is much smaller.  If you thin out the 
branches, the remaining fruit is large and sweet and 
better quality. 
 
It may seem like you’re losing fruit, but you will still 
end up with the same total weight of fruit - you won’t 
have as many, but they will be larger.   Don’t wait too 
long, and get the thinning done as soon as you see it 
forming on the trees, which will start happening  
pretty soon. 

 
Before thinning 
 
 
 
 
 

 
After thinning 
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Waterwise Landscaping 

I have really enjoyed the weather this 
year, the summer was cooler than usual 
and even though September started out 
hot, the cool fall temperatures settled 
in and we even had some good doses of 
rain.  But though this year was not as 
hard as previous years, we still need to 
focus on water conservation.  Our wa-
ter supplies are still low and water will 
always be a critical issue. 

Here are some practices to adopt in the 
landscape to be more conservative with 
water use. 

First - amend soil. When planting new 
plants, till in 3 inches of compost as 
deep as possible to improve the soil 
structure and water holding capacity.   

Next, start converting to drip irrigation 
for all planting beds like vegetable gar-
dens, flower beds and shrub beds.  Drip 
irrigation is much more efficient than 
sprinklers because sprinklers can lose 
a lot to evaporation. 

 

Besides evaporation loss, spraying water 
on plant leaves is not good for the health 
of most plants.  When it’s humid and wet 
outside, spraying on the leaves can 
spread disease.  And when it’s hot and 
dry, the salt content of the water can 
burn or scorch plant leaves. 

When it comes to turfgrass, sprinklers 
are the easiest way to go, though.  There 
are some subsurface drip systems availa-
ble which are more water efficient, but 
they are not common.  But you can adjust 
your sprinklers to be more water wise.  
Do an irrigation audit - run the system 
during daylight so you can see where the 
heads are spraying.  Sometimes sprin-
klers get turned and spray the wrong di-
rection.  Also, check if the heads are 
spraying a fine mist - smaller droplets 
evaporate faster.  Lowering the pressure 
can increase the droplet size and reduce 
water waste. 

ET Weather Station 

There’s some exciting new for those in the San Angelo 
area, there is now an ET weather station that has been 
installed at the Riverwalk, along with a rainwater har-
vesting tank set up as a demo at the games court.  An ET 
weatherstation is a big help for knowing how much to 
water plants, and when.  And it’s helpful not just for the 
specific area it’s installed, the data can be used in the 
surrounding areas. 
 
ET stands for evapotranspiration.  That is the amount of 
water that is lost through the plant as transpiration, plus 
what evaporates from the soil.  An ET weather station is 
different than basic weather stations – it can measure 
various weather and climate factors specifically related 
to plant needs and calculate exactly how much water is 
needed for plants. 

 
The information 
that is gathered 
by the ET weath-
er station is 
shared publicly 
through websites 
and online tools 
and apps so that 
anyone can bene-
fit from it. 
 

One way to utilize weather data is the website  
watermyyard.org.  It compiles ET data to give recom-
mendations on how much to water to be as efficient as 
possible with water, which is our most valuable re-
source. 
 
Another way to utilize the data is using a smart irrigation 
controller.  They can be a bit pricey, but there are irriga-
tion controllers available that connect to ET weather sta-
tion data to know when to water and how much – so it’s 
much more accurate than just a set timer. 
 
Join us for a special educational program to celebrate the 
unveiling of the ET weather station and the rainwater 
harvesting tank on Saturday, April 29th at 10am at the 
Bosque games court and minigolf, which is down along 
the river.  We will have presentations on rainwater har-
vesting, landscape water conservation, and hands-on de-
mos.  For more information, call the Extension Office at 
325-659-6528. 

Fertilizing the Lawn 

Fertilizer is an important maintenance step to 
keeping a lawn healthy and beautiful, but it should 
be done with careful thought and planning.  Excess 
nitrogen and phosphorus can contaminate soil and 
water and can be damaging to the environment.  
Applying too much fertilizer is also a waste of time, 
work and money. 

The first tip I have is – don’t fertilize too soon.  In 
the spring, wait to apply fertilizer until you’ve had 
to mow twice.  This is when the grass is actively 
growing and able to use fertilizer.  Doing it too  
early is ineffective and wasteful. 

To properly apply fertilizer when the time is right, 
measure your lawn or get a good estimate of square 
footage.  Fertilizer applications are done in pounds 
per thousand square feet. 

Next, choose a fertilizer.  Unless a soil test indicates 
otherwise, nitrogen is probably the only nutrient 
you’ll need.  

 A 21-0-0 fertilizer can be applied at 5 pounds ferti-
lizer per thousand square feet of lawn to get the 
proper amount of nitrogen. 

For bermudagrass and St. Augustine lawns, you 
may need to do this application 2 to 3 times a year.  
But do a soil test to find out if you need any at all, 
sometimes soil has more nutrients that you realize. 

When applying fertilizer, the most common and 
easiest way is to use a walk behind spreader.  Apply 
the fertilizer as evenly as you can, and don’t go too 
fast.  A medium, steady pace will help ensure even 
coverage. 

If using a rotary spreader that throws the fertilizer 
out, be sure to not push the spreader right against 
the street; fertilizing pavement is a waste and con-
taminates our local rivers. 

If you have yellowing issues in your lawn that ni-
trogen doesn’t fix, especially in St. Augustine grass, 
it might be an iron deficiency.  Apply some granular 
iron to solve the problem.  A chelated formulation 
will cost more but it will last longer.   

watermyyard.org
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Spring Planting—Good Selection 

Spring is almost here—don’t get too hasty to plant 
spring vegetables and flowers that would be  
damaged by frost, but now is a good time to plant 
container grown trees and shrubs; and soon 
(probably late March) it will be time for the warm 
season annuals, after the last spring frost. 

Many people think that the key to having a nice 
yard is a lot of maintenance work - lots of water 
and fertilizer and trimming.  But the real key is 
good plant selection.  The right plants make a 
beautiful, low maintenance landscape.  Any land-
scape will require some effort and work, but if 
planned well with the right plants, it takes a lot 
less work than using plants that aren’t well 
adapted.   

There are some great locally owned nurseries in 
the area to get plants that can handle our hot, dry 
weather and still be beautiful and add a lot to the 
landscape. 

Here are some of my favorite plants to use in a 
drought and heat tolerant landscape.  For ground-
covers, try groundcover blue plumbago, trailing 
rosemary, creeping germander or wooly stemodia.   

There are so many beautiful perennials to choose 
from, but some of the really good ones to try in-
clude Mexican oregano, powis castle artemesia, 
gaura, darcy sage, black dalea and fairy duster.  

Vines can make a big impact in a garden without 
taking up a lot of ground space, and some good 
vines to plant would be crossvine and sweet au-
tumn clematis.  If you like planting bulbs, some of 
the ones that can handle our climate well include 
rain lily, oxblood lily, daffodil and red spider lily. 

Pet Safety and Plants 

I have been asked about whether it’s safe to use 
mulch that is made from byproducts of cocoa pro-
duction in a landscape with pets; there are also  
often many other concerns and questions about pet 
safety and gardening.    
 
As far as the cocoa mulch goes, it’s not safe to use 
around dogs.  It’s made from leftovers from pro-
cessing cocoa; it’s not very commonly found here, 
but if you have pets avoid using it because dogs 
might think it tastes good, and it’s harmful to them. 
 
The most common concerns come from toxic 
plants and using pesticides..  To protect dogs from 
poisonous plants, either avoid planting them or 
keep the dogs in a separate fenced area to keep 
them away from the plants.   
 
It can be difficult to avoid all toxic plants – there 
are a lot more than you might think, so keeping the 
yard completely free of slightly toxic plants is not 
always feasible.  Many plants will cause stomach 
upset and distress if eaten in large amounts.  But 
some of the most dangerous and deadly plants 
would include foxglove, oleander, yew shrubs, and 
castor bean.  Be sure to avoid these and any other 
particularly toxic plants in the yard if there are 
pets or young children around. 
 
When it comes to applying pesticides, always fol-
low the label and when it comes to pets, there will 
be instructions on a ‘re-entry period’ – this is the 
amount of time to wait before people and animals 
can be out in the yard after the product is applied.   
If possible, only treat the front or back yard so the 
animals can still go outside when needed, and then 
alternate once it’s safe to re-enter. 
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Upcoming 
Classes & Programs 

March 2017 

Friday, March  17, 12:00pm 
Lunch N Learn Class - Spring Forward 
Location: Tom Green County Extension Office 
  Judge Edd B. Keyes Bldg, 113 W Beauregard 
Cost: $5  
Get ready for spring planting!  Learn about good spring-planted bulbs, vegetable gardening, lawn care and 
more! 

Saturday, March 18, 10am to 12pm 
People/Plant Connection Family Day 

Bugs! Bugs! Bugs! 
Bring the kids to this fun family event, featuring educational activities and crafts about insects. 

Location: Southside Rec Center, 2750 Ben Ficklin Rd., San Angelo 
Cost: $3 adults, $2 children 4&up, children 3&under are free 

March 20, 21, 27, 28, 6pm to 9pm 
Earth-Kind Landscape School 
Location: Tom Green 4-H Center, 3168 N. US Highway 67 (next to animal shelter) 
Cost: $60 per couple/household 
This four evening course will cover tree care, lawn care, and plant selection specifically for the  
Concho Valley, as well as landscape design principles.  Attendees will learn skills needed to create a beautiful 
landscape that can thrive in west Texas.  See attached flyer, and call 325-659-6528 to RSVP. 

 
Save the Date! Saturday, April 1st, 8am  

Master Gardener Plant Sale 
Location: Tom Green 4-H Center, 3168 N. US Highway 67 (next to animal shelter) 

Don’t miss this chance to purchase some great plants and raise money for community educational projects!  
FMI call 325-659-6528 

Save the Date! Saturday, April 29th, 10am  
Water Conservation Seminar—’More Green with Less Blue’ 
Location: The Bosque at the river walk  - 330 S. Irving St., San Angelo  
Cost: Free, open to the public 
Join us for a fun seminar and workshop to learn about landscape water conservation!  
FMI call 325-659-6528 

For more information on any of the topics, or to ask questions please contact: 

Allison Watkins 
Texas A&M Agrilife Extension 

Tom Green County 
113 W Beauregard 

San Angelo, TX 76903 
325-659-6528 

The members of Texas A&M AgriLife will provide equal opportunities in programs and activities, education, and  

employment to all persons regardless of race, color, sex, religion, national origin, age, disability, genetic information,  

veteran status, sexual orientation or gender identity and will strive to achieve full and equal employment opportunity 

throughout Texas A&M AgriLife.  


