
December To-Do’s 
 

 Plant bulbs  
 
 Reduce irrigation - but 

still water every few 
weeks, depending on 
plant type and weather 

 
 Replenish mulch in beds 
 
 Plant cool season vegeta-

bles such as lettuce, spin-
ach and kale 
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Live Christmas Trees 

After enjoying the Thanksgiving meal, another way to spend some fun 
time as a family is choosing, putting up and decorating a Christmas tree.   
For those that prefer a real tree, there are two options  – a living tree that 
is potted and can be planted outside after Christmas, or a fresh tree that 
is cut from a tree farm.    

If going with a live tree to plant after the holiday, species selection is im-
portant.  We are limited as to what kinds of evergreen trees will thrive or 
can survive in the Concho Valley, but the Afghan pine is one option that 
should do fairly well.  Live trees can only be used inside for a limited 
amount of time because of the warm, dry air and the lack of light; wait 
until less than 10 days to Christmas before bringing in a live tree and 
plant it immediately after.  

Winter is a good time of year for tree planting, so that’s favorable for go-
ing with a live tree.  Other tips to ensure success include digging a hole 
that’s wider than the root ball but no deeper, plant in an area with full 
sun and plenty of room to grow to mature size, and apply a layer of wood
-based mulch over the root ball after planting.  Water the tree well after 
planting, and then water as needed until established (allow to dry out 
slightly between watering and then soak thoroughly).   

If a large live tree is not an option, another 
fun way to get into the Christmas spirit 
with a plant is to buy a tree shaped rose-
mary bush, which can be found at nurseries 
and garden centers this time of year.  Rose-
mary is also evergreen, smells good, and 
can be planted outside as a great landscape 
plant. 

If going with a pre-cut tree, be sure to select 
a fresh one.   Look for strong, resilient nee-
dles that are a nice color.  To keep a cut tree 
fresh, cut off an inch from the base and im-
mediately place in water.  Keep the tree in 

water at all times, don’t let the bottom of the trunk dry out at any time.   

Live and cut trees can be found at local nurseries and garden centers, or 
at the local Christmas tree farm in Christoval.  Enjoy the holidays and 
have fun choosing a Christmas tree! 

Pecan Update 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

We will be conducting the annual 
Concho Valley Pecan show on  
Thursday, December 1st.  Entries will 
be accepted until noon on  
Tuesday, November 29th .  This is a 
great way to learn what variety of  
pecans you may have and to visit the 
display and receive information on 
growing pecans in our area. 
 
For more info, please contact the ex-
tension office at 325-659-6522 



Plant Spotlight 
 

Texas Poinsettia,  

Fire-on-the-Mountain 

Euphorbia cyathophora 

 

This wilder version of the 

traditional Christmas deco-

ration is an old fashioned plant and was in some of 

the earliest landscapes in Texas.  It’s annual but can 

reseed and come back. 

Dormant Oil Pest Control 
 
Now through early spring is the time of year we 
can apply an insect control product called 
dormant oil.  Dormant oil is just a type of horti-
cultural oil that is applied when plants are 
dormant.  Horticultural oils are liquid products, 
and are applied as sprays to control many plant 
pests.  Horticulture oils are good because they are 
safe to use, are very effective, and have a limited 
effect on beneficial insects. 
 
Horticulture oil is good for control of aphids, 
scale and mites on woody plants.  There are also 
many flowers and vegetables that is can help.  
Just don’t use oils on plants that have been under 
water stress, because applying a horticultural oil 
to a drought stressed plant can cause injury. 
Oils can control insects by blocking up the air-
ways that the insects breathe through, so they 
suffocate.  
 
Dormant oils are called that because they are on-
ly applied in the dormant season.  This is because 
if applied in the warm season, it can essentially 
‘cook’ the plant.  Dormant oils are particularly 
useful in controlling scale insects.  They also help 
control insects that are overwintering on the 
plant, waiting to build back up in the spring. 
 

Scale insects are small pests that are found on 
trunks, stems, and sometimes foliage of 
plants.  They secrete a waxy substance that 
covers and protects them while they feed on 
the plant.  They look like little scabs, or spots 
on the plant and come in colors ranging from 
red, orange, black, and yellow.  They are very 
hard to control because pesticides don’t pene-
trate their protective covering.  The adults 
never move, once they latch on they’re there 
for good.  Horticultural oils can control them 
very effectively if applied according to label 
directions.   



Waterwise Landscaping 

I have really enjoyed the weather this 
year, the summer was cooler than usual 
and even though September started out 
hot, the cool fall temperatures settled 
in and we even had some good doses of 
rain.  But though this year was not as 
hard as previous years, we still need to 
focus on water conservation.  Our wa-
ter supplies are still low and water will 
always be a critical issue. 

Here are some practices to adopt in the 
landscape to be more conservative with 
water use. 

First - amend soil. When planting new 
plants, till in 3 inches of compost as 
deep as possible to improve the soil 
structure and water holding capacity.   

Next, start converting to drip irrigation 
for all planting beds like vegetable gar-
dens, flower beds and shrub beds.  Drip 
irrigation is much more efficient than 
sprinklers because sprinklers can lose 
a lot to evaporation. 

 

Besides evaporation loss, spraying water 
on plant leaves is not good for the health 
of most plants.  When it’s humid and wet 
outside, spraying on the leaves can 
spread disease.  And when it’s hot and 
dry, the salt content of the water can 
burn or scorch plant leaves. 

When it comes to turfgrass, sprinklers 
are the easiest way to go, though.  There 
are some subsurface drip systems availa-
ble which are more water efficient, but 
they are not common.  But you can adjust 
your sprinklers to be more water wise.  
Do an irrigation audit - run the system 
during daylight so you can see where the 
heads are spraying.  Sometimes sprin-
klers get turned and spray the wrong di-
rection.  Also, check if the heads are 
spraying a fine mist - smaller droplets 
evaporate faster.  Lowering the pressure 
can increase the droplet size and reduce 
water waste. 

Master Gardener Training Class 

If you’re interested in landscaping or gardening and 
would like to learn more skills, consider taking the 
Master Gardener training course that will be offered, 
starting in a couple months.  Whether you have a lot 
of experience or are a beginner, it’s a good class to 
take and is also the first step to joining the Concho 
Valley Master Gardeners. 
 
The master gardener organization is a program that 
brings together people in the community that have an 
interest in gardening and horticulture.  They sign up 
for the training class that gives extensive education in 
horticulture.   After receiving training, the individuals 
share their knowledge with others by helping out 
with educational programs and events. 
 
Some of the projects the Concho Valley Master Gar-
deners work on include an annual plant sale, rainwa-
ter harvesting training and rain barrel workshops, 
habitat for humanity landscapes, maintaining demon-
stration gardens, and more. 
 
Being a master gardener does require some work, but 
it can also be really rewarding.  It’s also a lot of fun - 
you get to work with other gardeners and participate 
in new learning experiences.  Taking the course is just 
the first step - to complete certification, volunteer 
hours are required throughout the following year.   
 
We’re always looking for new members, so if you 
think you might be interested in the master gardener 
program and want to take the master gardener class, 
the next class will start in February.  It will be held on 
Tuesdays and lasts 15 weeks .  Be sure to contact the 
extension office to be put on the mailing list so you 
will receive the schedule and registration forms when 
they go out in January.  Please call 325-659-6522 to 
add your name. 

Improving Soil 

One landscape or garden job you can take care of 
this time of year is soil improvement.  Preparing 
soil is an essential step for any planting beds such 
as vegetable gardens, flower beds, shrub beds and 
so on.  Soil amendments are not recommended 
when planting trees, and not always feasible for 
turfgrass though. 

Creating good garden soil is not complicated, but it 
can take some labor.  The main step is incorporat-
ing organic matter.  A good finished compost is, as 
gardeners say, the new black gold because it has a 
huge impact on the soil and plants.  Compost can be 
free if you make your own, or it can cost some mon-
ey.  But it’s worth it and has an instant effect when 
tilled into existing soil. 

Compost can be anything from yard and kitchen 
scraps that you make yourself, or you can buy com-
posted manure, cotton bur hulls, leaves, or local 
materials purchased from a garden center. 

Apply 3 inches of compost on top of the existing 
soil, then till it in.  Try to get it in 8 to 10 inches 
deep.  Organic matter a very valuable part of a good 
soil.  Microorganisms in soil break it down into nu-
trients that plants use,  which will reduce the 
amount of fertilizer you have to apply.   Organic 
matter also improves the water holding capacity of 
soil, and also aeration.   

Organic matter should be applied to any type of 
soil, but if you have heavy, sticky clay soil there is 
one more step -  the addition of expanded shale.  
Expanded shale is a mineral that is heat treated un-
til it expands, and the result is a very light, small 
rock full of air space.  Apply 3 inches in addition to 
the compost, and till it all in together.  This will re-
ally open up the heavy soil and keep it aerated and 
looser. 



New Year’s Resolutions 

New year’s eve is a time when a lot of us make res-
olutions and try to think of ways to improve our 
lives in the coming year.  One thing you might 
want to try is more gardening.  Share this with 
someone who you think gardening might benefit! 

Gardening is a great pastime (it’s the number one 
hobby in America) and has a lot of benefits.  It’s a 
great way to get healthy and have fun at the same 
time, and is a wonderful activity to do with kids. 

First, it's a source of safe, healthy food.  Home-
grown fruits and vegetables taste great and you 
can’t get them any fresher than your own yard.  
And kids are likely to eat more vegetables if they 
help grow them! 

Also, gardening is good exercise.  An hour of gar-
dening can burn up to 300 calories, and also help 
reduce osteoporosis. 

Another reason to garden is to add beauty.  Every-
one notices a house with a nice yard, and you can 
make your home beautiful. 

Gardening is a great way to meet new people and 
expand your social circle.  Gardeners love to talk 
about plants, and you can get to know neighbors, 
people at nurseries, and people from around the 
world on internet gardening forums.  There are 
also gardening clubs and plant organizations to 
join. 

Gardening is also a way to be creative.  You can 
show artistic expression without having to be 
good with a paintbrush or instrument.  Garden de-
sign can reflect whatever sense of style you like. 

Even if you are busy and don’t have a lot of time, 
you can always squeeze in some gardening.   It 
takes less time you might think and is a very satis-
fying way to spend it.  

Anyone can learn how to garden, just start out 
simply with a potted plant or two and learn as you 
go.  There are tons of resources out there in books 
and the internet to help. 

Plants and Cold Weather 

It’s been a record-breaking warm fall, but winter 
will come eventually.  And when it does start to 
freeze, our warm season perennials, annuals and 
vegetables will be done for the year.  It’s not feasi-
ble to try and keep them going by covering or pro-
tecting them from freezes.  But there are some 
things you can do to protect perennial roots and 
other plants that are generally winter hardy but 
sometimes needs a little extra protection. 
 
The most important winter protection is mulch.  
Replenish mulch in all beds to at least 3 inches, but 
no more than 4 inches.  One exception might be to 
go a little deeper with mulch just over the rooting 
area of any plant that is only marginally hardy 
here, like pride of Barbados.  

 
Not only does 
mulch protect 
roots from cold 
winter temper-
atures, it also 
conserves 
moisture and 
helps keep 
weeds out.    

 
The next tip is to keep watering, but only as need-
ed.  Plants use less water in the cold season, but 
still need some.  Drought will make plants more 
prone to winter injury.  Water about every 3 to 4 
weeks if we go that long without rain. 
 
For palm trees, extremely low temperatures can be 
deadly.  Covering the trunk with burlap only pro-
vides minimal protection, and won’t solve the 
problem of prolonged deep freezes.  The best bet is 
planting palms in a protected area, next to the 
home so they don’t get as cold.  But another option 
is to wrap the trunk with Christmas lights and turn 
them on during a deep freeze.  The warmth that the 
lights make may be just enough to prevent the 
trunk from freezing. 
 
And a tip for house plants - spray them with a wa-
ter bottle occasionally.  Heaters can decrease hu-
midity, which can be harmful to tropical house 
plants. 



Upcoming 
Classes & Programs 

December 2016 

 

Saturday, December 10, 9:00am to 12:00pm 
Saturday Seminar - Growing Herbs  

Location: Southside Rec Center, 2750 Ben Ficklin Rd 
Cost: $25 

 Instructor: Susan Stanfield 
From the People/Plant Connection - 
 Learn what herbs are good to grow in the Concho Valley, 

and how to use them.  Special activity - attendees will get to 
make and decorate a rosemary wreath to take home for the 
Holidays.  Call to register - 325-656-3104 

 
 

Friday, December  16, 12:00pm 
Lunch N Learn Class - Building good soil 

Location: Tom Green County Extension Office 
      Judge Edd B. Keyes Bldg, 113 W Beauregard 
Cost: $5  

Good soil is key to growing healthy plants, but quality soil is not abundant in west Texas.  It can hap-
pen with some knowledge and a bit of work, come learn how to turn a hard plot of ground in-
to a fertile garden plot. 

For more information on any of the topics, or to ask questions please contact: 

Allison Watkins 
Texas A&M Agrilife Extension 

Tom Green County 
113 W Beauregard 

San Angelo, TX 76903 
325-659-6528 

The members of Texas A&M AgriLife will provide equal opportunities in programs and activities, education, and  

employment to all persons regardless of race, color, sex, religion, national origin, age, disability, genetic information,  

veteran status, sexual orientation or gender identity and will strive to achieve full and equal employment opportunity 

throughout Texas A&M AgriLife.  


