
December To-Do’s 
 

 Plant bulbs  
 
 Reduce irrigation - but 

still water every few 
weeks to keep roots 
healthy 

 
 Replenish mulch in 

beds 
 
 Plant cool season vege-

tables such as lettuce, 
spinach and kale 
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Winter Vegetables 

With the cooler weather and holidays coming up, vegetable gardening might 

be the last thing on the mind.  However, it’s a great time of year to grow win-

ter vegetable crops like lettuce and broccoli.  Our Texas winters are generally 

pretty mild, and though we always get a few deep freezes and some bad icy 

weather here and there, there are also quite a few nice days for working in the 

garden. 

Another benefit of winter gardening is that there are usually less pest prob-

lems.  There are always insect and disease problems to deal with, but there 

aren’t as many around in the cooler weather.  An extensive row-crop garden is 

one option, but winter vegetables can integrate into any situation.   Even a few 

potted vegetables on the patio can give a good harvest.  Cool season vegeta-

bles also fit nicely in the landscape, and can be planted in flower beds along 

with pansies and other flowers. 

If planting in pots, use potting mix and plant in containers with good drainage 

holes.  For plants going in the ground in a vegetable garden or landscape beds, 

add some compost to improve the soil.  After seeds germinate and as plants 

become sturdy, apply 2 to 3 inches of mulch to keep weeds out water in.  

Here’s a list of the common winter crops than can be grown here: beets, broc-

coli, carrots, collard greens, cauliflower, lettuce, radish, kale, leeks, cabbage, 

mustard greens, brussel sprouts, spinach, swiss chard, shallots and turnips 

These vegetable crops will need to be watered and fertilized just like warm 

season crops, but due to the cooler weather and lower water use, they won’t 

need it as frequently.  And though they are winter plants and thrive in the cool-

er temperatures, most will benefit from being covered and protected when 

temperatures drop extremely low – especially young plants.   

For those that enjoy canning and freezing large amounts of fresh produce like 

carrots, plant them all at once.  But if you prefer using things fresh from the 

garden occasionally, stagger the planting – plant a small amount of seeds eve-

ry few weeks. 

Pecan Update 

The Concho Valley Pecan Show will 

be held Thursday, December 4 start-

ing at 8:30 in the County Extension 

Office.  The winners will be on dis-

play at the library on Friday, Decem-

ber 5th from 10am-4pm 

 

The West Regional Pecan Show will 

be held in San Angelo on Wednes-

day, December 17 at the 4-H Center, 

3168 N. US Highway 67 starting at 

8:30am.   

 

All interested parties are invited to 

see the pecan shows! 



Starting Seeds Indoors 

Some gardeners like to get prepared for spring 
by planting seeds indoors in the late winter.  
It’s a good way to stay productive during the 
dormant winter season, and get a head start 
on spring growing.  Seeds are cheaper than 
transplants, and if you start your seeds in-
doors you can get a 4 to 8 week head start on 
colorful landscape plants and garden vegeta-
bles as opposed to planting seeds outside after 
the last frost. 

It’s too early right now to 
plant even inside, but it’s a 
good time of year to start 
requesting seed catalogs so 
you can order what you 
need.   

February is a good time of year to start many 
seeds.  When the time comes, here are a few 
tips to get started: 

First, use a fine textured potting mix that is 
peat based.  Don’t use soil from the ground, or 
from a bag labeled “Garden Soil.”  Use new, 
sterile potting mix for seeds; used potting mix 
can contribute to damping off, a common fun-
gal problem that kills seedlings, and other  
diseases. 

Next, get containers.  Anything will do - 
wooden boxes, milk cartons, peat pots, or 
specially made seed starting pans work fine.  
Just be sure to add drainage holes if there 
aren't any. 

Sow  your seeds in two inch rows or directly 
into individual pots.  Just be sure there is 
enough room for each plant to grow, as 
crowding isn’t good for young plants. 

Timing of planting depends on each plant 
and outside conditions.  Check the seed pack-
et for instructions, and plant in time so they 
will be ready after the last frost, which is 
usually around mid April in San Angelo. 

Soil temperature should be warm - keep the 
seed trays around 70 degrees daytime, and 
in the 60s at night. 

Water the seeds well when you plant them, 
and keep the soil moist until they emerge.  
Then, water only when the soil starts to dry 
out and doesn't feel moist to the touch. 

Plant Spotlight 

 

Cyclamen  

Cyclamen sp. 

 
Beautiful annual that works well in mixed 

cool season plantings with pansies.  Purchase 

from a nursery, not a florist, for cold-hardy 

varieties.  Even then, some protection  during 

extremely hard freezes is advisable. 



Waterwise Landscaping 

I have really enjoyed the weather this 
year, the summer was cooler than usual 
and even though September started out 
hot, the cool fall temperatures settled 
in and we even had some good doses of 
rain.  But though this year was not as 
hard as previous years, we still need to 
focus on water conservation.  Our wa-
ter supplies are still low and water will 
always be a critical issue. 

Here are some practices to adopt in the 
landscape to be more conservative with 
water use. 

First - amend soil. When planting new 
plants, till in 3 inches of compost as 
deep as possible to improve the soil 
structure and water holding capacity.   

Next, start converting to drip irrigation 
for all planting beds like vegetable gar-
dens, flower beds and shrub beds.  Drip 
irrigation is much more efficient than 
sprinklers because sprinklers can lose 
a lot to evaporation. 

 

Besides evaporation loss, spraying water 
on plant leaves is not good for the health 
of most plants.  When it’s humid and wet 
outside, spraying on the leaves can 
spread disease.  And when it’s hot and 
dry, the salt content of the water can 
burn or scorch plant leaves. 

When it comes to turfgrass, sprinklers 
are the easiest way to go, though.  There 
are some subsurface drip systems availa-
ble which are more water efficient, but 
they are not common.  But you can adjust 
your sprinklers to be more water wise.  
Do an irrigation audit - run the system 
during daylight so you can see where the 
heads are spraying.  Sometimes sprin-
klers get turned and spray the wrong di-
rection.  Also, check if the heads are 
spraying a fine mist - smaller droplets 
evaporate faster.  Lowering the pressure 
can increase the droplet size and reduce 
water waste. 

Plant Bulbs 

We’re into winter now, and with all the 
hustle and bustle of the holidays it’s 
easy to let some things slip by and not 
get done.  But don’t forget to plant 
bulbs If you bought any tulips, daffodils,  
hyacinth or others back when selection 
was good and have been storing them.  
Now is a good time of year, now that 
soil has cooled off, and they won’t stay 
fresh much longer without being plant-
ed. 

Many bulbs need 10 to 14 weeks of 
very cold temperatures to bloom well.  
If they get less than that, leaves will still 
come up but they probably won’t flow-
er.  That’s why we should consider  
tulips as annuals – because they’ll only 
bloom the first year.  Daffodils are a 
good choice here because can natural-
ize and come back year after year, even 
with the shorter winters we have here.  

Also try to find bulbs that are known to 
work better in our warmer climate.  
The Southern Bulb Company located in 

east Texas has a good selection of bulbs 
that are better suited for southern states.  
You can order online at 
www.southernbulbs.com 

When planting bulbs out in the ground, 
it’s good to incorporate lots of organic 
matter into the soil.  Because our winters 
are shorter and not as cold as up north, 
we’re lucky to have soil that does not 
freeze solid in the winter.  Our soil is usu-
ally pretty workable even in winter.  So 
mix in some compost or other organic 
matter to improve the soil. 

Another option for bulbs is to plant them 
in containers.  That way you have the 
ability to control the soil temperature.  
Plant them in a light potting mix in a 
small container, and place them in an un-
heated but protected place, such as a gar-
age.  In spring, place them as accent 
plants or use them inside to brighten up 
the home.  You won’t see the results for a 
few months, but planting bulbs is defi-
nitely worth the effort when spring 
comes. 

http://www.southernbulbs.com


feet in height, and is also pretty tough 
and drought resistant. 

These plants are best suited for full sun 
or part shade conditions, in "lean" soil 
that does not have extensive organic 
matter or fertility. Young plants will 
readily appear from seed after the first 
year, even if mulch has been applied to 
the flower beds. Any excess seedlings 
may be pulled up with little trouble.  
Allow 6-8" of space between plants. 

All Euphorbias have milky white latex 
sap, which is toxic, so make sure to not 
get it on skin or eyes while working 
around the plants. 

Texas Poinsettia 

Everyone is familiar with the traditional 
poinsettia plant, a huge holiday icon, 
but a less well known plant called the 
Texas poinsettia is something that 
might deserve some attention as well.  
The traditional poinsettia is a tropical 
plant native to Mexico and won’t natu-
ralize in our climate.  But the Texas 
poinsettia, botanical name Euphorbia 
cyathophora is an annual that will re-
seed itself in Texas and come back each 
year. 

It’s a small plant and looks like a wild 
version of the well-known poinsettia.  
It’s a very tough plant and old fashioned 
plant – and was used in some of the  
earliest Texas gardens. 

The Texas poinsettia will grow between 
1 and 3 feet tall, and in the fall it shows 
the colorful red bracts until frost.  Other 
names for the plant include wild poin-
settia, desert poinsettia and fire on the 
mountain. 

Another related plant that can be found 
growing wild in pastures is sold as a 
garden ornamental is Snow-on-the-
Mountain, Euphorbia marginata. This 
silvery-green plant has leaves with 
beautiful silver margins, and attractive 
cream-colored flowers. It is about 3-4 



Upcoming Classes & Programs 
December 2014 

Friday December 19, 12pm 

Lunch N Learn Class - Rainwater Harvesting and Drip Irrigation 

Instructor - Allison Watkins 

Location: Tom Green County Commissioner’s Courtroom 

      Judge Edd B. Keyes Bldg, 113 W Beauregard 

Cost: $5  

Water resources are getting low--learn how to catch your own, and how to be 

more efficient in the landscape by using drip irrigation. 

 

 

Coming Soon 
Master Gardener Training Course 
Feb 17th - May 19 

 

Instructor: Various instructors from around the state 

Location: Tom Green 4-H Center, 3168 N. US Highway 67 

Cost: $175, includes lunches and textbook 

 

Join the Master Gardeners!  The extensive 14-week training course  

provides instruction on many different horticultural topics.  Contact the 

Extension Office and put your name on the Master Gardener waiting list, 

so  we can mail you the schedule and registration form. 

For more information on any of the topics, or to ask questions please contact: 
 

Allison Watkins 
Texas A&M Agrilife Extension 

Tom Green County 
113 W Beauregard 

San Angelo, TX 76903 
325-659-6528 

 
Educational programs of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color,  

religion, sex, national origin, age, disability, genetic information or veteran status. 


