
November To-Do’s 
 

 Drain fuel from mower 
and other lawn  
equipment, or add a fuel 
stabilizer 

 
 Plant trees and shrubs 
 
 Utilize fallen leaves as 

mulch or add to  
compost bin 

 
 Plant spring bulbs 

Horticulture Update 
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November 2016 

Time to Plant Evergreens 

Evergreen plants are a great benefit to the landscape, especially in the 
winter time.  They provide year round green color and keep things 
looking alive through the cooler months when much of the landscape 
is dormant.  In the warm months they aren’t the focal point and usual-
ly just provide a backdrop for the showier blooming plants, but in the 
winter help keep everything looking nice. 

So evergreen plants make good bases and foundations for a landscape 
design, and right now is a great time of year to plant them if new ones 
are needed.  

Since evergreen shrubs are a important for the rest of the landscape 
and have a big impact on the look of a home, it’s important to keep 
them balanced well and in good condition.  Don’t let them get over-
grown, as it can be hard to get them back into the desired shape. 

There are many options of evergreen plants in all shapes and sizes, 
ranging from trees to large shrubs to small dwarf shrubs.  Here are 
some of the good choices for the Concho Valley. 

Large shrubs are usually good planted at the corners of the front of a 
home and help made it look wider.  Full size yaupon holly shrub or a 
Texas Mountain Laurel tree would be good.  For areas that have full 
sun and a lot of reflected heat, a juniper would do well. 

For shrubs across the front of 
the home, go with a dwarf 
shrub.  Shrubs should not have 
to be constantly pruned, so 
plant one that gets to the de-
sired size and no bigger.  Dwarf 
yaupon holly, dwarf indian haw-
thorn, boxwood and dwarf abe-
lia are some good choices.  

Don’t stagger larger shrubs with 
smaller ones across the home, it 

creates a haphazard look – good landscape design should make the 
home inviting, not messy. 

Pecan Update 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

We will be conducting the annual 
Concho Valley Pecan show on  
Thursday, December 1st.  Entries will 
be accepted until noon on  
Tuesday, November 29th .  This is a 
great way to learn what variety of  
pecans you may have and to visit the 
display and receive information on 
growing pecans in our area. 
 
For more info, please contact the ex-
tension office at 325-659-6522 



Plant Spotlight 
 

Lynn’s Legacy Cenizo 

Leucophyllum langmaniae  
 

This evergreen similar to Texas 

Sage is a large, dense, rounded 

shrub that flowers beautifully 

in the summer and fall.  Lynn’s 

Legacy Cenizo is a designated 

Texas Superstar Plant. 

Preparing Soil for Fruit Trees 
 
Want to try growing an apple or peach tree?  Mid 
winter is a great time to plant fruit trees, but if 
you want to create the best environment to  
ensure a successful fruit tree planting, there are 
things you can do now to prepare the site ahead 
of time.  Fruit trees are very particular about the 
kind of soil they need – it has to be very well 
drained, and we don’t have very much naturally 
well drained soil around here.   
 
To find out if you do, do a simple drainage test - 
dig a one foot deep hole, and fill with water.  Let it 
drain, then fill it again.   
 
The amount of time it takes to drain the second 
time will indicate how well your soil drains.  If it 
takes longer than 24 hours, take some steps now 
to improve the soil quality and drainage for win-
ter planting – it will really help increase chances 
for success. 
 
To prepare the planting site, clear the area com-
pletely of all vegetation and till up a plot of about 
4 feet by 4 feet.  Then level the area out and till 
once more.  Soil amendments are not needed for 
trees, but for a fruit tree it wouldn’t hurt to mix in 
some compost. 
 

If possible, you can build up a berm or raised 
bed so the tree will be sitting above grade. 
 
Finally, plant some rye grass seed and water it 
to germinate well.  The rye grass roots will 
help create channels in the soil to keep it loos-
ened up, and can be tilled in as a green ma-
nure before planting in January.  Or, just use a 
thick layer of a good wood based mulch for a 
similar effect.  The organic matter will help 
create a better soil texture for the fruit trees 
when planted later in the winter. 



Waterwise Landscaping 

I have really enjoyed the weather this 
year, the summer was cooler than usual 
and even though September started out 
hot, the cool fall temperatures settled 
in and we even had some good doses of 
rain.  But though this year was not as 
hard as previous years, we still need to 
focus on water conservation.  Our wa-
ter supplies are still low and water will 
always be a critical issue. 

Here are some practices to adopt in the 
landscape to be more conservative with 
water use. 

First - amend soil. When planting new 
plants, till in 3 inches of compost as 
deep as possible to improve the soil 
structure and water holding capacity.   

Next, start converting to drip irrigation 
for all planting beds like vegetable gar-
dens, flower beds and shrub beds.  Drip 
irrigation is much more efficient than 
sprinklers because sprinklers can lose 
a lot to evaporation. 

 

Besides evaporation loss, spraying water 
on plant leaves is not good for the health 
of most plants.  When it’s humid and wet 
outside, spraying on the leaves can 
spread disease.  And when it’s hot and 
dry, the salt content of the water can 
burn or scorch plant leaves. 

When it comes to turfgrass, sprinklers 
are the easiest way to go, though.  There 
are some subsurface drip systems availa-
ble which are more water efficient, but 
they are not common.  But you can adjust 
your sprinklers to be more water wise.  
Do an irrigation audit - run the system 
during daylight so you can see where the 
heads are spraying.  Sometimes sprin-
klers get turned and spray the wrong di-
rection.  Also, check if the heads are 
spraying a fine mist - smaller droplets 
evaporate faster.  Lowering the pressure 
can increase the droplet size and reduce 
water waste. 

Winter Weed Control 

Winter is not a big season for lawn care, after the 
grass goes dormant it’s nice to take a break from reg-
ular mowing and care.  But it’s a mistake to complete-
ly ignore the lawn through the winter, there are some 
things to do to keep it healthy even while dormant, so 
it will come back strong and dense in the springtime.  
Keeping winter weeds under control is one of those 
tasks. 
 
It’s a bit too late for pre-emergent weed control, but it 
has been a pretty warm autumn so even applied this 
late, pre-emergent would probably still do a little 
good.  But post emergent can be used to kill weeds 
that do come up, that pre-emergent didn’t prevent. 
Chemical herbicides aren’t the only option of course, 
regular mowing, proper fertilization throughout the 
year, and good watering will help your desired grass 
be as healthy as possible and help it out-compete the 
unwanted weeds.   
 
Here are some post emergent options that can help 
keep lawns clean in the winter.  If you have dormant 
bermudagrass, you can spray overtop with glyphosate 
(trade name roundup) to kill weeds.  But wait until 
the bermudagrass is completely dormant, and looks 
brown.  Just be careful not to get the roundup chemi-
cal on any desired plants such as trees, shrubs, peren-
nials or other ornamentals.  
 

One easy to find and 
inexpensive post-
emergent herbicide 
is called 2,4-d and 
might be packaged 
as a ‘broadleaf weed 
killer’ and has many 
different trade 
names and brands 
that sell it.  If label 

directions are followed, it can be used on the lawn to 
kill broadleaf weeds without damaging the turfgrass.   
 
But post-emergents are always more effective on 
young, newly growing plants so try to catch them ear-
ly.  It usually won’t do much to mature weeds that are 
flowering or have seeds. 

Using Plants to Decorate 

Holiday decorations are a lot of fun to put out, and 
can really get you pumped up for the upcoming fes-
tivities.  What better way to decorate than to use 
fresh plants from your own landscape? 

One really common plant that can add a lot of holi-
day cheer to the home is Yaupon holly.  This time of 
year female yaupons have bright, festive berries.  
Just prune small branches to use for centerpieces, 
or to place on the fireplace mantle.  They are great 
for Thanksgiving and Christmas. 

Other things commonly found in landscapes are ivy, 
evergreens and mistletoe.  While mistletoe is a pest, 
if you happen to find some it can be fun to decorate 
with it.  To make a mistletoe ball, use a ball shaped 
florist’s foam, soak in water and poke mistletoe 
leaves and berries all around it.  Then use ribbon to 
hang it in a doorway. 

For a beautiful homemade holiday wreath, obtain a 
wreath frame from a craft store.  Take cuttings of 
evergreen shrubs and trees, and use florist wire to 
secure them around the metal frame.  Take the 
wreath outside and spray it down well with a clear 
spray adhesive to keep the greenery from turning 
brown and falling apart.  You can then decorate it 
with ornaments, ribbon or whatever holiday deco-
rations you like. 

Another great plant for holiday decorating is rose-
mary.  Rosemary is a beautiful evergreen herb that 
smells wonderful and tastes great in cooking.   

Take cuttings of rosemary to make a wreath around 
a punch bowl, place some in a vase with red orna-
ments, or you can even purchase potted rosemary 
that has been shaped into a small Christmas tree. 



Composting Leftovers 

Thanksgiving is a great holiday for spending time 
with family and friends, and to remember to be 
thankful, and it’s also a holiday for feasting on lots 
of delicious food.  Don’t let all the food scraps that 
are left from making the Thanksgiving meal to-
morrow go to waste - a lot of them can be added to 
a compost pile. 

Compost is really good for soils - it adds nutrients, 
improves water holding capacity, and loosens up 
and aerates heavy, compacted soil.  If tilled in be-
fore planting, compost will really help plants grow 
better and be healthier. 

A compost pile or bin is simple a place to put plant 
based scraps, where they decompose and turn in 
to a black, crumbly, soil like substance called hu-
mus.  Gardeners call it black gold because it’s so 
valuable to landscaping and gardening efforts. 

Microbes do the work in the compost bin, they are 
what break down and decompose the waste mate-
rials.  

 The good microbes that work quickly and provide 
finished compost fast have certain needs such as 
oxygen, water, and the right balance of nitrogen 
and carbon.  So a compost bin needs to have open 
sides to allow air flow to provide oxygen, if it gets 
dry it needs to be watered, and to provide the car-
bon and nitrogen you need to be sure to add the 
right waste materials.   

High carbon materials are nicknamed ‘browns’ 
and are things like fallen leaves and twigs - things 
that are tougher and slower to decompose.  High 
nitrogen materials have softer tissue, and are 
things like grass clippings and fruit and vegetable 
scraps.  A compost bin needs some of both to work 
right and produce a good humus quickly.  

Don’t place dairy, meat or fats into the compost - 
they attract varmints.  Good Thanksgiving com-
post materials would be washed egg shells, coffee 
grounds, potato peelings, and fruit and vegetable 
leftovers. 

Restoring a Topped Crape Myrtle 

With the coming dormant winter season will come 
tree pruning work.  One thing that you don’t want 
to do is top off crape myrtles.  Topping is not a 
good practice for ANY tree, but is commonly done – 
especially on crape myrtles.  There is not one single 
reason that it is a good idea to top a crape myrtle 
but it is a landscaping myth that persists all over 
the state and homeowners and professional land-
scapers alike continue in the tradition.   
 

The only pruning 
that should ever be 
needed for crape 
myrtles is to re-
move a dead or 
damage branch, 
remove extra 
trunks if you want 
to train it into a 
tree form instead 
of shrub, or re-
move suckers that 
come up from the 
ground. 
 
So to keep crape 

myrtles attractive, healthy and blooming well, just 
don’t top them in the first place.   But if they have 
been topped, here are some tips to rejuvenate 
them. 
 
It will take a couple of years, but it’s worth the wait 
if the trees have been excessively topped in the 
past.  First, cut the plant back to the ground – just 
an inch or two above the soil.  Since it has an exten-
sive root system in place, it will sprout quickly and 
vigorously.  Select about 12 of the straightest stems 
and let them grow for a year, and remove the rest. 
Before the second spring comes, reduce those to 
the best, straightest 7 stems.  As they grow and 
harden up, gradually thin down to 3 or 5 trunks, 
and as those trunks develop lots of branches, re-
move the lower branches to train into a tree shape. 
It will take less than three years, which is pretty 
quick compared to starting with a brand new 
transplant and you’ll end up with a healthier plant 
that blooms better in the end. 



Upcoming 
Classes & Programs 

November 2016 

Saturday, November 12, 10:00am to 12:00pm 
Special Event - Children’s Adventure Garden Family Day 

Location: Southside Rec Center, 2750 Ben Ficklin Rd 
Cost: Free 

The People/Plant Connection, a local non-profit organization, has been building a children’s garden; 
join them to celebrate the opening of the garden!  The family day will include free booths with activ-
ities for children.  For more info, call 325-656-3104 

 
Coming Soon: 
 

Saturday, December 10, 10:00am to 12:00pm 
Saturday Seminar - Growing Herbs  

Location: Southside Rec Center, 2750 Ben Ficklin Rd 
Cost: $25 

 Instructor: Allison Watkins 
Learn what herbs are good to grow in the Concho Valley, and how to use them.  Special activity - 

 attendees will get to make and decorate a rosemary wreath to take home for the Holidays. 
 

Friday, December  16, 12:00pm 
Lunch N Learn Class - Building good soil 

Instructor - Allison Watkins 
Location: Tom Green County Extension Office 
      Judge Edd B. Keyes Bldg, 113 W Beauregard 
Cost: $5  

Good soil is key to growing healthy plants, but quality soil is not abundant in west Texas.  It can hap-
pen with some knowledge and a bit of work, come learn how to turn a hard plot of ground in-
to a fertile garden plot. 

For more information on any of the topics, or to ask questions please contact: 

Allison Watkins 
Texas A&M Agrilife Extension 

Tom Green County 
113 W Beauregard 

San Angelo, TX 76903 
325-659-6528 

The members of Texas A&M AgriLife will provide equal opportunities in programs and activities, education, and  

employment to all persons regardless of race, color, sex, religion, national origin, age, disability, genetic information,  

veteran status, sexual orientation or gender identity and will strive to achieve full and equal employment opportunity 

throughout Texas A&M AgriLife.  


