
November To-Do’s 
 

 Drain fuel from mower 
and other lawn  
equipment, or add a 
fuel stabilizer 

 
 Plant trees and shrubs 
 
 Utilize fallen leaves as 

mulch or add to  
compost bin 

Horticulture Update 
Concho Valley  

November 2014 

Falling Leaves 

Leaves are starting to fall, and later in the season there will be more plant de-

bris to clean up such as perennials that freeze down for the winter.  What a 

great source of organic matter for the landscape and garden!  Don’t let go of 

these plant materials; they can be turned into what gardeners call ‘black gold:’ 

rich compost that can improve soil.  I want to challenge us all to avoid bagging 

up leaves and other plant trimmings; this practice uses up a lot of space in 

landfills.  And also to avoid blowing leaves into streets and alleys where storm 

water runoff will pick them up – this is a major pollutant of the Concho River 

and can harm fish populations.   

Instead, follow the “Don’t Bag It” plan, part of the Earth-Kind Landscaping 

system recommended by Texas A&M University.  There are four simple op-

tions that will keep leaves and yard trimmings from taking up room in land-

fills, and can also provide benefits to soil and plants.  First, light layers of 

leaves can simply be mowed.  If there are just a few leaves in the yard, mow 

over them and let them break down.  

The next option to consider is using the leaves as mulch in beds or in the vege-

table garden.  Mulch benefits plants in many ways - it moderates soil tempera-

ture, conserves water, protects plants during freezing temperatures, and pre-

vents weeds.  A good depth for mulch is three to four inches.  

Another solution is to compost the leaves - compost is extremely beneficial in 

the landscape or vegetable garden.  Along with fallen leaves, other organic 

matter from the yard can be composted, as well as kitchen scraps such as cof-

fee grounds, vegetable peelings and fruit scraps.  Just avoid adding meat, dairy 

products, fat/grease, or noxious weeds to the compost.   

The fourth option is direct soil improvement, but this should only be done in 

areas that will be bare for the winter season.  Raw materials should not be in-

corporated directly into beds that will be planted right away (otherwise, they 

can rob plants of nitrogen while they break down).  But if leaves are worked 

into garden soil in the fall, by the time spring planting time comes they will be 

broken down and decayed, providing good soil improvement. 

Nearly any species of tree leaves can be beneficial to the landscape, the only 

exception would be black walnut; it produces a substance that inhibits the 

growth of other plants. 

Pecan Update 
From  the Texas Pecan Pest  

Management Newsletter 
By Bill Ree 

 

Harvest is underway and 

we are all hoping for good 

harvest weather. The Texas 

crop is estimated at 64  

million pounds with  

Georgia coming in at 73.5 

and New Mexico at 55  

million.  



Holiday Decorating with 
Plants 

Holiday decorations are a lot of fun to put out, 
and can really get you pumped up for the up-
coming festivities.  What better way to deco-
rate than to use fresh plants from your own 
landscape? 

One really common plant that can add a lot of 
holiday cheer to the home is Yaupon holly.  
This time of year yaupons are covered in 
bright, festive berries.  Just prune small 
branches to use for centerpieces, or to place 
on the fireplace mantle.  They are great for 
Thanksgiving and Christmas. 

Other things commonly found in landscapes 
are ivy, evergreens and mistletoe.  While mis-
tletoe is a pest, if you happen to find some it 
can be fun to decorate with it.  To make a mis-
tletoe ball, use a ball shaped florist’s foam, 
soak in water and poke mistletoe leaves and 
berries all around it.  Then use ribbon to hang 
it in a doorway. 

For a beautiful homemade holiday wreath, 
take a coat hanger and bend it into a circle.  
Take cuttings of evergreen shrubs and trees, 
and use small gauge wire to secure them 

around the metal frame.  Take the wreath 
outside and spray it down well with a clear 
spray adhesive to keep the greenery from 
turning brown and falling apart.  You can 
then decorate it with ornaments, ribbon or 
whatever holiday decorations you like. 

One last great plant for holiday decorating - 
rosemary.  Rosemary is a beautiful evergreen 
herb that smells wonderful and tastes great 
in cooking.  If you don’t have a rosemary 
plant, you should get one! 

Take cuttings of rosemary to make a wreath 
around a punch bowl, place some in a vase 
with red ornaments, or you can even pur-
chase potted rosemary that has been shaped 
into a small Christmas tree. 

One fun way to spark up conversation at a 
holiday party is to incorporate edible flowers 
into the menu.  Several types of common cool 
season flowers are safe to eat and can add 
color and interest to food, such as pansies, 
Johnny jump-ups, chrysanthemums, roses, 
and dianthus.  Use the flowers in salads, 
drinks, or use to decorate cookies and pas-
tries.  Not all plants are safe to eat though, so 
be cautious and make sure it’s an edible spe-
cies and that no pesticides have been ap-
plied. 

Plant Spotlight 

 

Pansy  

Viola sp. 

 

The pansy is the most popular cool 

season annual for good reason.  

Nothing can quite match the bright 

color show and cold tolerance that these flowers provide! 



Waterwise Landscaping 

I have really enjoyed the weather this 
year, the summer was cooler than usual 
and even though September started out 
hot, the cool fall temperatures settled 
in and we even had some good doses of 
rain.  But though this year was not as 
hard as previous years, we still need to 
focus on water conservation.  Our wa-
ter supplies are still low and water will 
always be a critical issue. 

Here are some practices to adopt in the 
landscape to be more conservative with 
water use. 

First - amend soil. When planting new 
plants, till in 3 inches of compost as 
deep as possible to improve the soil 
structure and water holding capacity.   

Next, start converting to drip irrigation 
for all planting beds like vegetable gar-
dens, flower beds and shrub beds.  Drip 
irrigation is much more efficient than 
sprinklers because sprinklers can lose 
a lot to evaporation. 

 

Besides evaporation loss, spraying water 
on plant leaves is not good for the health 
of most plants.  When it’s humid and wet 
outside, spraying on the leaves can 
spread disease.  And when it’s hot and 
dry, the salt content of the water can 
burn or scorch plant leaves. 

When it comes to turfgrass, sprinklers 
are the easiest way to go, though.  There 
are some subsurface drip systems availa-
ble which are more water efficient, but 
they are not common.  But you can adjust 
your sprinklers to be more water wise.  
Do an irrigation audit - run the system 
during daylight so you can see where the 
heads are spraying.  Sometimes sprin-
klers get turned and spray the wrong di-
rection.  Also, check if the heads are 
spraying a fine mist - smaller droplets 
evaporate faster.  Lowering the pressure 
can increase the droplet size and reduce 
water waste. 

Pecan Show 

Pecan trees are very important to us 
here in the Concho Valley, and a fun 
way to find out how good of a crop we 
have this year or to find out what varie-
ty of pecan you have growing at your 
house is to come to the Concho Valley 
Pecan Show. 

To enter, bring 42 pecans of each varie-
ty being entered, accompanied by the 
grower’s name and address.  Pecans 
from trees located in Concho, Schlei-
cher, Irion, Sterling, Coke, Runnels, 
McCullough and Tom Green Counties 
are eligible.  Samples will be accepted 
at the Tom Green County Extension Of-
fice until Monday, December 1st at 
noon.   

Pecan trees are important to the Con-
cho valley for two reasons -  they make 
very good landscape trees and can also 
be used in commercial production.  
Commercial pecan orchards are the one 
of the few types of horticulture indus-
try crops grown in the Concho Valley. 

Pecans do require maintenance to keep 
them healthy and productive.  This time 
of year, the main thing to do is water 
when needed.   

Even dormant trees need irrigation or 
rainfall every 4 weeks or so.  If there is 
less than an inch of rainfall in a month, 
give occasional supplemental water to 
pecan trees now through February.  

If you want to plant a nice landscape 
shade tree and have enough water to 
maintain it, some of the recommended 
varieties include Pawnee, Hopi, Sioux 
and Wichita – these do well in the Con-
cho Valley. 

Pecan trees in the home landscape 
should be spaced far enough away from 
hardscapes such as patios and driveways 
and home foundations - this means at 
least 15 feet away.  

We will be conducting the Pecan show on 
Thursday, December 4th, but we need 
the entries by noon on Monday, Decem-
ber 1st.   

For more info, please contact the exten-
sion office at 325-659-6522 



Winter Tips 
The winter can be hard for gardeners; with 

little to do in the landscape it can be hard to 

not feel productive and have tasks to get done.  

Here are some things you can do in the middle 

of winter to stay on top of things in the garden 

or landscape: 

 Place orders for seeds from catalogs and 

online.  Take care of this early to ensure 

you get what you want and get them early 

enough to start when you're ready.  You 

might want to try to start some inside, and 

see if you improve plant performance. 

 Don't forget to drain the gas out of your 

mowers, string trimmers and other power 

tools.  Run the engine until the fuel in the 

carburetor is used up. Or, add a fuel stabi-

lizer to the tank. 

 Pruning of most trees can start soon, 

around December through January. 

 Now until February is also a good time of 

year to plant trees and shrubs, and you can 

continue to plant cool season annuals such 

as pansies and stock.   

 You can get a head start on spring work by 

preparing beds now.  Loosen the soil, in-

corporate compost, and apply mulch to 

keep beds looking good through the winter 

and so they'll be ready to go when it's time 

to plant. 

 If you like the Christmas cactus plant, try 

growing some cuttings.  After blooming, 

take cuttings with 4 to 5 joints and plant 

them in a pot with moist soil.  Keep them 

in a bright window and they will root in a 

few weeks to a month. 

Selecting Poinsettias 

The Holidays are almost here, us and one of 

the best signs is the bright, colorful poinsettia 

plant.  While it is a Christmas icon, the poinset-

tia is actually a tropical plant and requires spe-

cial care in selection and maintenance too keep 

it healthy. 

When choosing a poinsettia for the home or to 

take to a Holiday party, be sure to choose one 

that has a lot of dense foliage that goes all the 

way down to the pot.  Poinsettia leaves should 

be dark green in color.   

The colored part of the plant most commonly 

referred to as the flower is actually a modified 

leaf called a bract.  These colorful bracts sur-

round the true flower of the plant, small odd 

shaped yellow structures. 

Bracts should be completely colored, base to 

tip.  Don’t get plants that have a lot of green on 

the edges. 

When purchasing a poinsettia, find one that is 

balanced and is full to look at on all sides.  The 

plant should also look large for the pot and 

have a good plant to pot proportion.  The plant 

should be twice as tall as the diameter of the 

pot or larger. 

Watch out for any drooping or wilting stems or 

leaves and avoid choosing a plant that looks 

water stressed.  Air circulation is important for 

poinsettias, so the highest quality plants will 

be displayed with plenty of room around them 

and not crowded together. 

While the traditional red simple poinsettia is 

most popular and is a beautiful plant, there are 

now many options to choose from when buy-

ing poinsettias.  There are different colors and 

patterns such as  pink, or white, spotted and 

marbled.  



Upcoming Classes & Programs 
November 2014 

Tuesday November 18, 6pm 

Seminar - Fall Tree Care & Planting 

Instructor - Allison Watkins 

Location: Tom Green 4-H Center, 3168 N. US Highway 67 (next to animal shelter) 

Cost: Free 

Fall is the best time of year to plant trees, come learn the best planting techniques and best species for the 

Concho Valley - as well as maintenance practices for mature trees.  Please RSVP by calling  325-659-6522. 

 

Friday November 21, 12pm 

Lunch N Learn Class - Winterizing the Landscape 

Instructor - Allison Watkins 

Location: Tom Green County Commissioner’s Courtroom 

      Judge Edd B. Keyes Bldg, 113 W Beauregard 

Cost: $5  

Here in Texas, we can garden all year round, even in the winter!  Learn about cool 

season annuals, vegetables, and find out how to protect your yard from cold weather. 

 

Saturday November 22, 9am 

Saturday Seminar - Concho Christmas Tree Farm Tour 

 

Instructor:  Shawn Uptergrove, Owner 

Location: Meet at Water Education Center 

     417 S. Oakes, then carpool to farm in Christoval 

Cost: $15 

Hosted by the People/Plant Connection:  Just in time for the holidays!  Join us at the Water Education Cen-

ter and we will caravan to the Tree Farm in Christoval.  Shawn will tell about raising pine trees in West 

Texas. We’ll take a hayride-type tour of the farm and end with apple cider and smores by the fire. The 

Christmas Store will be open, while shopping is encouraged, it is optional. PPC members get a discount.  

Pre-Registration is required to assure space on the wagon - Call 325-656-3104 to register. 

For more information on any of the topics, or to ask questions please contact: 
 

Allison Watkins 
Texas A&M Agrilife Extension 

Tom Green County 
113 W Beauregard 

San Angelo, TX 76903 
325-659-6528 

 
Educational programs of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color,  

religion, sex, national origin, age, disability, genetic information or veteran status. 


