
officers from May to Decem-
ber to line up with the other 
Master Gardener groups in 
the state. 
2. If we make this change how 
do we handle the election of 
officers for 2008? 
3. Changing our meeting time 
and location. Some want to 
continue meeting in the eve-
ning because of work, others 
want to move it back to noon 
at the county offices. 
4. Changing the meeting from 
every other month to once a 
month.  

                       Happy Gardening 

                   Ferd 

Master Gardeners: 
   The Concho Valley Master Gar-
deners begin a new year with 
some changes and excitement. 
    As most of you know John 
Begnaud is retiring the end of 
January. The good news is that 
John will still be around and a 
part of the Master Gardener 
group as a regular member. So 
we can still tap into his knowl-
edge and past experiences as 
needed. 
   The excitement for the Concho 
Valley Master Gardeners is the 
up coming annual plant sale on 
April 5. This is a major fund rais-
ing project for the group. If you 
want to help with propagating 
plants for the sale or if you have 
plants at home that you would 
like to donate for the sale, 
Donna Thomas is the person to 
contact.  We were to get the 
Master Gardeners a spot on the 
Pat Attebery noon show on 
Thursday before the sale to pro-
mote the sale.  
   A greenhouse search group 
has been appointed to locate a 
greenhouse for the Master Gar-
deners.  Don Piwonka, John 
Begnaud and Bobby Peiser 
agreed to take on this task.  Well 
it did not take them long to lo-
cate a possible greenhouse. The 
greenhouse at the Bronte Juve-
nile Detention Center is being 
put up for auction by the Bronte 
school district. At the January 

meeting the Master Gardeners 
voted to move forward towards 
the purchase of the greenhouse 
using available Master Garden-
ers funds.  Hopefully we will 
have a greenhouse in operation 
by late summer. 
    Not too many more days be-
fore the temperatures begin to 
climb, which means many of our 
projects will be getting started 
again. There are many opportu-
nities with various projects to 
get your volunteer hour require-
ment met for 2008.  
    Here are some items that we 
will need to discuss at the Feb-
ruary meeting. So be thinking 
about these. 
1. Changing the Concho Valley 
Master Gardeners election of 

video presentation he developed in 
a salute to John.  Master Gardeners 
were relieved to hear that John 
would remain in the area and be-
come a regular member of Concho 
Valley Master Gardeners. As the 
night came to an end, John thanked 
everyone for coming and we bid him 
adieu.  Although John cannot be 
REPLACED, we 
look forward to the 
person who will fill 
the position and will 
welcome them with 
open arms and soil 
that will need 
amending. 

 January 15th was a red-letter evening 
for Master Gardeners.  When we met 
for a regular meeting at the 4-H Building 
on Highway 67 there was a certain ex-
citement in the air.  You could feel it! 
Then the big event followed:  John Beg-
naud's surprise retirement party! The 
celebration for John went beautifully.  
We had Master Gardeners in atten-
dance from the very first class of 2000 
all the way up to his last class of 2006.  
We had friends from the 4 H and from 
the parks department in attendance and 
everyone brought plenty of food and 
goodies, stories were shared and laugh-
ter emanated and filled the room many 
times.  Thanks to Cam Stone for the 
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THROUGH THE GRAPEVINE 

  For now  



Hussey said.  “The central idea is 
that life itself is the core value that our agen-
cies seek to sustain and enhance.    
    “People usually don’t realize how much we 
all depend on agriculture and the life sci-
ences. Discoveries and innovations in these 
fields directly impact the quality of the food 
we eat, the clothes we wear, the air we 
breathe, the water we drink, the homes we 
live in, and, more and more, even the fuels 
we pump into our vehicles.” 
       “This is more than a name change, or 
even a new logo design,” said Dr. Ed Smith, 
director of AgriLife Extension.  “These new 
brands will impact not only our marketing 
materials and signage, but also the way we 
position and prioritize our programs and work 
with our federal, state and county partners to 
serve the state of Texas. It is vitally important 
to tell our story and that people connect our 
agencies to the tremendous impacts they 
have on the state.” 
     One of the drivers of the re-branding 
initiative was a market study that showed 
that the work of the research and extension 
agencies was not widely known across the 
state of Texas.   “We hope to help people 
better understand the vital role that agricul-
ture and life sciences still play in improving 
the prosperity of their lives,” said Smith. “We 
believe that if they come to know us better, 
they will see that connection more clearly, 
even within a state population that is now 85 
percent urbanized.” 
    AgriLife Research, established in 1887, 
employs a team of 425 scientists on the 
campus of Texas A&M University and at 13 
centers across the state. Research has 
made many innovative advances over the 
years, including development of the Texas 
1015 onion and the TAM Mild Jalapeno pep-
per, which revolutionized the U.S. salsa 
industry.  Current major research includes 
the efficient use and conservation of water 
resources, the development of fruits and 
vegetables with higher levels of disease-
fighting compounds, and the adaptation of 
crops and other agricultural products for 
making biofuels. 
      AgriLife Extension, established in 1915, 
provides Texans with continuing education 
programs and services. More than 900 pro-
fessional educators team with some 90,000 
volunteers to serve families, youth, commu-
nities and businesses throughout the state.  
Some 600,000 children annually participate 
in Extension’s 4-H and youth development 
programs. 

The meeting was held at the new Tom 
Green 4-H building on Hwy 67 Northeast 
of San Angelo at 6:30 p.m.  President, 
Ferd Koehn, presided.  The minutes from 
the previous meeting were read and ap-
proved with one correction. 

Norma Cummings, Treasurer, reported 
that there was $ 4,449.00 in our bank 
account.  No bills were presented. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  Tabled till 
next meeting. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Jail Landscape:  There is a signup sheet 
for the Jail Landscape Project set for Feb-
ruary 2, at 9:00 a.m.  Lynn Alexander is 
requesting help for a pre-spring cleanup. 

Greenhouse:  After a discussion about 
the availability of a used greenhouse that 
may be purchased from the detention 
center recently closed.  Bobby Peiser 
made a motion that we approve a maxi-
mum bid of $4000.00 from MG funds 
toward the purchase of the greenhouse.  
Carolyn Mason seconded.  Motion Car-
ried. 

NEW BUSINESS:   

Home and Garden Show:  It is set for 
April 5th 10 a.m. till 6: p.m. and April 6th 

from 12 till 4 p.m.   Sandy will chair it. 

Newsletter:  Our newsletter has been sub-
mitted to the State MG association for 
competition. 

Plant Sale:  It is also set for April 5. 

The Agenda for next meeting: 

Change meeting to once a month & or 
back to noon downtown at the Ed B. 
Keyes Bldg. 

Change elections from May to December 
to align ours with the rest of the state. 

Motion to adjourn was made and sec-
onded 7:10 p.m.  The meeting was fol-
lowed by a wonderful appreciation ban-
quet in honor of John Begnaud for his 
service to our organization. 

Respectfully Submited:   

Brenda White,  Secretary 
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Minutes:  Concho Valley Master Gardeners — January 15, 2008 

COLLEGE STATION – Two state agricultural 
agencies that have served Texans for a com-
bined 224 years are beginning 2008 with new 
names and renewed missions. 
    Texas AgriLife Research is the new name for 
the Texas Agricultural Experiment Station, which 
annually conducts more than $150 million in 
agriculture and life sciences research in such 
areas as improving food and fiber production, 
enhancing human and animal health, and con-
serving water, soils, wildlife and other natural 
resources.  
    The Texas AgriLife Extension Service is the 
new name of Texas Cooperative Extension, 
which provides Texans in all 254 counties with 
non-biased, research-based education programs 
and services in agriculture and natural re-
sources, 4-H and youth development, family and 
consumer sciences, and community economic 
development. 
    “We are making these changes to better com-
municate the life-sustaining and life-changing 
impacts that both AgriLife Research and AgriLife 
Extension deliver to the people of Texas and 
beyond,” said Dr. Mark Hussey, director of 
AgriLife Research. 
      Both agencies remain members of The 
Texas A&M University System, with the same 
commitment to their partners, clients and mis-
sion.   “But we also want to tell our story to a 
larger audience and a changing state population, 
attract new resources and build new partner-
ships, while strengthening our existing ones,” 
Hussey said.   “In this way, we hope to better 
serve the people of this great state.”  
    The name changes are part of a re-branding 
initiative launching this year after two years of 
study and planning.  These efforts were led by 
former vice chancellor Dr. Elsa Murano, who was 
named president of Texas A&M University on 
Jan. 3. 
  “The re-branding efforts are centered on one 
foundational message: ‘Agriculture is Life!’” 

New Name—New 
LOGO 



Spotlight on Gardener:  Diana Treadaway 

planting was Elephant 
Garlic she bought from 
the Pike’s Street Mar-
ket in Seattle this summer.  Herbs are her 
specialty, both in growing and in cooking.  
She has featured herbs in the past, as a 
vendor at Farmer's Market. Various oreg-
anos, cilantro, lavender, rosemary and 
thyme are among her favorites. 
    Diana and her husband, who works for 
Western Well Tool based in Houston, 
have two sons.  Her husband travels all 
over the world as a part of his job and 
sometimes returns with seeds for her to 
plant. Planting these exotic seeds fits with 
her yen for experimenting.  He just re-
turned recently from the Middle East and I 
can't wait to see what she plants this 
time!  
   Her numerous hobbies include scrap 
booking, writing poetry, crafts, cooking, 
travel and of course, gardening.  Diana 
says that gardening to her is a spiritual 
experience.  She feels she is assisting 
God with miracles. It can be summed up 
by a quote on a bookmark given to her by 
her oldest son-- "You are never closer to 
God than when you are in your garden”. 

    Diana Treadaway, a native 
of Miles, is a Concho Valley 
Master Gardener by transfer 
from the Big Country Master 
Gardeners where she did her 

training.  Diana attended Angelo State 
University and was graduated from what 
was then Southwest Texas State Univer-
sity with a degree in Home Economics, 
and with teaching certification in both 
Home Economics and English.  She 
earned her Master's degree from the 
same institution in Guidance and 
Counseling.   
    At the present time Diana is a coun-
selor at Lakeview High School.  Previ-
ously she taught in a number of differ-
ent locations in South Texas. She was 
employed by Region 15 as a Migrant Pro-
gram Counselor and later as a Vocational 
Equity Specialist. 
    In 2003-04, Diana took a sabbatical and 
pursued her interest in the Master Gar-
dener program.  Due to scheduling con-
flicts she was unable to take her training 
in the Concho Valley so she attended 
classes in Abilene and did some of her 
volunteer hours there.  

    Growing up in a family of gardeners, 
Diana found growing things a natural diver-
sion.  About ten years ago she started seri-
ous gardening.  The five acres where she 
and her husband now live is a work in pro-
gress, according to Diana.  She started 
with a kidney-shaped bed about 4' X 6' 
where she grew flowers, herbs and other 
plants, organically if possible.  She plotted 
the shade in order to determine what would 
grow best in a given location.  She and her 

husband have done ex-
tensive hardscaping, 
much of it with free 
bricks and other materi-
als from several different 
sources.  They have built 

raised beds and gradually the garden took 
shape.  She describes herself as an 
"experimental gardener".  She loves trying 
new things. 
    Transplanted lilacs, bluebonnets, irises, 
and fall asters from her grandmother's 
property is especially treasured.  Diana has 
moved plants from all over to her garden, 
everything from lantana from her home 
church in Rowena, to umbrella plants from 
her aunt in Gainesville. Her most recent 

support.  Our Commis-
sioners and Judge are very well 
aware of the works done by the 
MG’s and your contributions.  
They will continue to support the 
program and stand behind your 
new agent. 
    The key to keeping the organi-
zation moving along is communi-
cation.  Your newsletter remains a 
good way to stay aware of dates, 
meetings and projects. 
   Thank you  for all of the help 
and friendships.  Good luck. 
John Begnaud 
Retired Tom Green County Ex-
tension Agent-Horticulture 

 The contributions that 
the Concho Valley 
Master Gardeners make 
to the community are 

incredible.  It is a great thing to be 
able to learn about gardening and 
plants while volunteering time to 
help others.  Thank you for all of 
your time and efforts. 
    I appreciate the farewell gift of 
flooring our flatbed trailer.  The 
trailer is still for MG use, even 
when I am gone.  Thank you for 
the going away gathering, the well 
wishes and the kind notes of en-
couragement.  It is I, that am going 
to miss working closely with you. 

   The organization is set up to con-
tinue on course and remain active 
until a new person arrives.  I will 
continue to write for the paper and 
tape radio, but not television. 
(Television is now too early for too 
short a period and too unpredict-
able!)  This will hold a spot for the 
new person when they arrive.  It is 
difficult to establish a media pres-
ence if unknown. 
  Thanks to our staff of administra-
tive assistants-Janice Alexander and 
Kathy Hinds for their support of the 
MG program.  Thanks also to my 
co-workers Kathy Aycock, Gary 
Branham and Steve Sturtz for their 
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Comments from John 
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Annual Plant Sale Info 
By Donna Thomas 

As the annual CVMG plant sale ap-
proaches, we hope to have lots and 
lots of plants.  We will start the wa-
tering team soon.  We will try to 
meet a few times a week to get eve-
rything accomplished and if you 
would like to help, feel free to con-
tact me.   The main tasks will be to 
water, step plants up to 
the next size, fertil-
ize...and water 
again...etc., etc.   If you 
have already put your 
name on the list, I WILL BE CON-

TACTING YOU SOON.  Thanks to 
everyone who has put in time to this 
event for all your help.  I will need to 
get together the following to help 
produce a great sale: an advertising 
team, a team for SIGNS, info on the 
individual plants with pictures, and a 
really big working crew the day of 
the sale.   THE DATE:  Saturday, 
APRIL 5th......Please mark this date 
and try to volunteer your assistance.  
We won't be selling calendars but will 
need bodies to move plants...sell 
seeds, etc.   If you have plants you 

would like to 
bring to the 
sale, please 
contact me so we can get 
them listed and get photos 
of them along with 
info.........Thanks for all 
your help and contact me if 
you need further informa-
tion, Donna Thomas-651-
1884 or e-mail:  
iquilt4fun@hotmail.com  

 

2008 State Conference - April 24-26, 2008 

M ontgomery Country Master Gardeners invite you to join fellow Texas Master 
Gardeners for the 2008 Texas Master Gardener Conference April 24-26, 
2008 in Conroe, Texas.   The 2008 Conference promises opportunities for 
sharing gardening interests, fun, educational activities and enjoyment of the 

numerous amenities offered in the lovely Lake Conroe area of Montgomery County. All 
information and Registration forms are now be available online.  You will find a Print-

able Conference Information package on the Registration page which can be printed and distributed. The 
Printable Conference information contains the same information as the website. including Hotel/Lodging, 
Speakers, Tours, Agenda, etc. For a great learning experience and a delightful time come to the 2008 Texas Master 
Gardener Conference.  Visit Website for complete details - http://www.2008texasmastergardenerconference.org/ 

June 18-21, 2008 - Regional Master Gardener Conference 
- Oklahoma City, OK 
Keynote Speakers: Dr. William Welch - Accessories in the 
Landscape And Steve Owens - Native Plants in the Garden 
Read More http://mastergardener2008.com/ 

   Everything you do in your 
yard either helps or hurts our 
environment.  If you can 
change even one thing that 
you do that will improve the 
place where we live and then 
tell your neighbor to try it too, 

you will be doing a small part in maintaining 
our earth. 
   First, STOP run off.  Not only are you wast-
ing water with run off, the lost water is carrying 
off nutrients, sediments and litter into the 
streets and into storm drains and ultimately 
into our water supply.  Aim gutter drainpipes 
into your yard or garden. 
  Think of your yard as a filter because what-

ever goes on your yard filters into the ground-
water below.  Plant native shrubs, trees and 
grasses.  Many of these plants will absorb 
pollutants.  Be careful in your use of fertiliz-
ers.  If you use natural alternatives to herbi-
cides and pesticides you will benefit the envi-
ronment.  Mulch, mulch, mulch!  Not only does 
mulch help prevent weeds, it also preserves 
moisture.  For outsides clean-ups use natural 
products like Borax.  Take hazardous materi-
als to the proper place for disposal.  Clean up 
after your dog .  When you protect your yard 
you are helping your neighborhood as well as 
our water sources. 
   Think of your yard as a habitat.  If you can, 
restore part of your yard to its natural state by 

planting native plants.  You are 
saving time and money but also 
giving vital habitat back to the 
water system in your area.  Remem-
ber, weeds are only weeds when we decide we 
don't want them!  Be open-minded about 
weeds.  Some are beautiful and attract some of 
the most desirable butterflies imaginable.  Did 
you know that the monarch butterfly feeds on 
Goldenrod and uses the Milkweed for laying its 
eggs.  Cultivate your important weeds. 
   If you follow these simple steps you will dis-
cover previously untapped beauty in your back-
yard and be contributing to the environment in a 
positive way that will affect our earth for genera-
tions to come! 

Help Our Environment in Ways Large & Small by Doreen Grimes 
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  As I have always doubted if anyone ever 
read this drivel, I was not surprised when no 
one sent their favorite bouillabaisse recipe as 
I asked for in the last column; however this 
has turned into a blessing as I have had a 
complete crop failure with my Crocus sativus.  
    Life goes on and today we shall discuss 
cinnamon and allspice. Cinnamon is the dried 

inner bark of a 
number of ever-
green trees be-
longing to the cin-
namomum family. 
Well, that is not 
exactly true as 
some of the less 
expensive cinna-
mon actually 
comes from a rela-
tive, a cassia tree. 

The best grade comes from the cinnamomum 
zeylanicum tree, indigenous to Sri Lanka or 
Ceylon for you more mature readers. 
    The cinnamon tree will grow to a height of 
65 ft. but trees used for harvesting are se-
verely pruned after two years of growth to 
force an abundance of finer bark-yielding 
growth known as "tillering".  When the tree is 
3 years old, the new growth shoots are har-
vested twice yearly following each rainy sea-
son. The shoots are then beaten to soften the 
inner bark.  It is then peeled, rolled, dried and 
then cut into cinnamon sticks. The flakes and 
scraps left over from this process are then 
used to make the familiar cinnamon powder 
and oil. 
    Cinnamon in history goes back more 
than 5,000 years to when the 
Arabs brought it from the 
Spice Islands to sell in 
Nineveh, Babylon and 
other near east countries. It is recorded that 
the Egyptians used it in their embalming ritu-
als, the Romans used it as a love potion and 
Nero is said to have burned a year's worth of 
cinnamon in tribute to his dead wife.  Even 
Moses used cinnamon in a holy oil to anoint 
the ark. 
   With its woody and mild yet exotic flavor, 
cinnamon is arguably the most popular spice 
in the world. After all, what would a cinnamon 

roll be without cinnamon? A biscuit, maybe! 
    And for an added treat, boil 
about five cups of water with a 
teaspoon of cinnamon, let it sim-
mer and enjoy the fragrance 
throughout your house. 
    Pimenta dioica (Allspice) is 
unique as it is the only spice grown exclu-

sively in the Western 
Hemisphere. Indige-
nous to the rain forests 
of South and Central 
America but as most of 
the wild trees were cut 

down to harvest the berries, all allspice now 
comes from plantations in Mexico, Jamaica 
and Central America.  The spice is made 
from the dried unripe fruit of the rather small 
evergreen tree. The tree was incorrectly 
named by the Spaniards 
as they thought they had 
discovered another pep-
per tree. The leaves and 
fruit smell like a combina-
tion of cloves, black pep-
per, cinnamon and nutmeg, hence the com-
mon name. I spent most of my life thinking 
allspice was a combination of several 
spices; I was wrong and oh how I regret 
those wasted years!  I kept an allspice tree 
in my greenhouse for several years and the 
crushed leaves were extremely aromatic. It 
eventually died and I saw some at a nursery 
in Houston recently but I was too frugal to 
buy it. 
   The unripe berries are harvested by hand, 
allowed to sweat and are then air dried prior 
to packaging.  All-
spice is used to 
pickle meats and fish 
in addition to its use 
in the baking indus-
try. The oil is a 
classed as a rubefa-
cient, meaning that it irritates the skin and 
expands the blood vessels, increasing the 
flow of blood to make the skin feel warmer. 
In the Napoleonic war of 1812, Russian sol-
diers put allspice in their boots to keep their 
feet warm. Bet it made for a better smelling 
sleeping bed also.  Just think Russian toe 

jam with just a hint of allspice. 
     Interesting enough when using 
spices in baking, allspice can be used 
as a substitute, measure for measure, 
for cinnamon, cloves or nutmeg.  
Conversely to make a substitute for 
allspice, combine one part nutmeg 
with two parts each of cinnamon or 
cloves. Interesting but I have always 
combined all of them if I used any at 
all. Whole dried allspice will keep 
indefinitely if kept in an air tight con-
tainer but ground allspice will lose its 
flavor quickly. 
     While I am rambling on, I see no 
reason to stop here so lets explore 
the exciting world of basil.  The most 
important basil of commerce is 
Ocimum basilicum and there are 
more than 60 varieties of it. This great 
number plus the plants polymorphic 
character and cross-pollination has 
led to a great number of subspecies, 
varieties and forms. These commer-
cial varieties are all lumped under the 
title of "sweet basil.” 
     Basil is an annual 
(almost but not all the 
time) cultivated as a 
culinary herb, condi-
ment or spice and 
also is a source of essential oil for 
use in foods, flavorings and fra-
grances. Also we should not overlook 
its use as an ornamental in our land-
scapes. In fact this is probably the 
primary use for the purple leafed va-
rieties although they do have some 
culinary merit. 
     Other than its culinary uses, basil 
has been used as a medicinal plant 
for the treatment of headaches, 
coughs, diarrhea (not to mention con-
stipation), warts, worms and a host of 
other ailments and diseases.  Addi-
tionally the oils 
of some basils 
are known to 
possess anti-
bacterial prop-
erties. 

Hortus Agrie Color    By Bobby Peiser 



Doreen Grimes, Editor 

West Branch Library Garden— 
Cleanup and some new planting will 
take place in the spring. Contact Pat 
Karmany or D’Aun Butler to volun-
teer or help with cleanup. 

Wall School Garden—will need 
more cleaning to prepare for spring 
and prepare for butterfly tagging 
later in year. For more info contact 
Kay Thompson. 

Dove Creek Project –needing 
more rocks to place into cactus bed; 
some weeding and more mulch to be 
added.  Contact Brenda White for 
info and work days. 

Jail Landscape—help is needed 
for pre-spring cleaning.  Contact 
Lynne Alexander to place your name 
on sign-up sheet for planned work 
days.  

TGC 4-H Building—ongoing 
work on landscaping project; rock 

bed is completed and working toward 
Greenhouse addition. Work days will be 
planned later in spring.  Contact D’Aun 
Butler or Robie Long to place name on 
contact lists. 

Home & Garden Show—set for April 
5th, 10am to 6pm and April 6th, 12 till 4 
pm.  Contact Sandy Rogers to help or 
volunteer to work booth. 

Annual Plant Sale—Set for April 5th; 
Help will be needed to move plants, wa-
ter, assist customers and general dona-
tions of plants.  Contact Donna Thomas 
for more info or to volunteer. 

Concho Valley Master Gardener 
Business Meeting:  next meeting to be 
Tuesday, March 11th at Tom Green 4-H 
Building at 5:30 pm. Agenda and post-
cards reminder will be sent out next 
month.  

TMGA Newsletter can be found 
online at www.texasmastergardeners.org  

CONCHO VALLEY MASTER 
GARDENERS 

Phone: 325-659-6528 
Fax:325-659-6467 

E-mail:   tom-green-tx@tamu.edu 

Tom Green County Extension Office 
Concho Valley Master Gardeners 

113 W. Beauregard 
San Angelo, Tx  76903 

Roses for 
Valentine’s 
Day:  When 
selecting 
roses for 
Valentine’s 
Day, avoid purchasing roses that have the 
bud wired in place to prevent it from 
drooping.  Select flowers that are tight in 
the bud.  Fully opened roses will not last 
as long.  Also look at the base of the flow-
ers, if you notice lower petals have been 
plucked off, this means the rose if overly 
mature and will not last. 

Please keep the Extension 
office informed of ANY changes 
in your mailing address or your 
e-mail address.  If you change or 
obtain a new electronic mail ad-
dress, the office would appreci-
ate notification so that we can 
keep an up-to-date list for notifi-
cation mailings. 

Volunteer Opportunities 


