
January To-Do’s 
 

 Plant bare root fruit trees 
 
 Prune shade trees if  

needed 
 
 Need to move a plant in the 

yard?  Now is the time - 
while dormant.  Works best 
if the plant is young and 
small 

 
 Order seeds from catalogs 

and online for spring 
 
 Continue staggered planting 

of cool season vegetable 
crops such as lettuce, cab-
bage, and spinach 
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Good Plant Selection 

As a horticulturist, it might be odd that I like winter.  I appreciate when 
it cools down and really enjoy those brisk, sunny days.  Part of the fun of 
winter for gardeners is planning for the coming season.  Author  
Josephine Nuese said:  “Anyone who thinks gardening begins in the 
spring and ends in the fall is missing the best part of the whole year…for 
gardening begins in January, with the dream.” 

Winter is a great time of year to assess the current landscape and make 
plans for improvements and changes, and winter is even a good time of 
year to plant trees and shrubs.  When dreaming of the coming spring, 
and the color and greenery that it brings, remember to use good plant 
selection.  There are many wonderful plants that grow well in the  
Concho Valley climate and soil conditions that can provide lots of color, 
life and beauty to a yard.  Just remember the phrase ‘right plant, right 
spot.’  Choose plants that are either native or well adapted to the local 
area, and plant them in the right spot – consider whether they need sun 
or shade, well-drained soil, good air circulation, etc.   

One very helpful resource in plant selection is the Texas Superstar pro-
gram from the Texas A&M Agrilife Extension Service.  The Texas Super-
star program puts plants through rigorous testing in field trials to deter-
mine which plants can thrive in harsh the harsh Texas climate.  It’s great 
for the average homeowner, because “it means landscape success with 
beautiful, proven, Texas-tough plants.” (Texas Superstar booklet).   
Visit the website texassuperstar.com to see all the plants that have the 
designation.   

Another good resource is the Earth-Kind Plant Selector, another Agrilife 
Extension program, which is found at earthkind.tamu.edu.  For anyone 
interested in a local class that teaches landscape maintenance and de-
sign principles, as well as good plant selection for the Concho Valley, 
there will be an ‘EarthKind Landscape School’ class offered this March.  
Please contact the Tom Green County Extension Office at 325-659-6522 
for more info. 

So enjoy the nice sunny days when they come (and we sure have some 
nice ones this time of year!) – plant a tree or some shrubs if needed, 
grow a winter vegetable garden, or create a compost bin for fallen 
leaves and kitchen scraps.  And during the gloomy, cold days just make 
plans and enjoy the anticipation of a coming spring. 

Pecan Update 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Congratulations to these successful 
entries in the West Regional Pecan 

Show! 
 

Dewayne Weise, 1st Place Burkett 
variety and Classic Division Reserve 
Champion 
 
Betty Olsak, 1st place Kiowa variety 
and Commercial Division Reserve  
Champion 

texassuperstar.com
earthkind.tamu.edu


Plant Spotlight 
 

African Violet 

Saintpaulia ionantha  

 
While there are certainly many outdoor 

plants that do well and provide color 

through the winter, gardeners might 

want to try their hand at interiorscap-

ing and try growing some house plants.  

African violets are beautiful house plants and while they do have  a reputation for being finicky, 

they can be grown without too much difficulty with just a bit of knowledge.  See Neil Sperry’s tips 

for African Violets at  http://neilsperry.com/2016/12/african-violets-definitely-achievable/ 

Winter Vegetables 

Vegetable crops are divided into two groups - warm sea-
son and cool season.  Warm season crops are those that 
can tolerate warm to hot temperatures and are injured 
by the temperatures below around 50 degrees.   These 
are plants like tomatoes, cucumber, okra, peppers, and 
watermelon. 
 
Cool season crops tolerate cool to cold weather, and if 
subjected to warm or hot temperatures they end up de-
veloping a bitter flavor and/or bolting.  Cool season 
crops are things like leafy vegetables, turnip, and broc-
coli. 
 
The timing for planting warm and cool season crops is 
very important if you want to grow successfully.  Cool 

season crops can be planted in the fall and winter 
when temperatures drop down to freezing, but warm 
season crops would not survive freezing weather and 
have to wait until all danger of frost has passed. 
 
Now through March is a great time to grow cool sea-
son crops.  While winter vegetables can tolerate cold 
temperatures, if we get hit by a hard freeze it might 
damage tender, newly planted crops so covering 
them up is beneficial in that case. 
 
Many winter crops do well from seed, but if you find 
transplants in the nurseries or garden centers you 
can try those as well.  If planting seeds, sow them 
pretty close together and then thin them out later.  
This ensures that you have a lot of healthy plants to 
choose from.  
 
When planting seeds or transplants, be sure to keep 
the soil moist - the small plants won’t have extensive 
root systems so you’ll have to help them out with wa-
ter.  Once they get larger you decrease the frequency 
but increase the amount of water given at a time. 
 
Incorporate some compost into the soil before plant-
ing, and use an organic mulch on top of the soil after 
the seeds come up to improve crop production and 
help keep the weeds out. 
 
Some tasty things to try now would include lettuce, 
cabbage, carrots, broccoli, beets, swiss chard, kale, 
spinach, turnip, radish, leeks, onions, and collards. 

http://neilsperry.com/2016/12/african-violets-definitely-achievable/


Waterwise Landscaping 

I have really enjoyed the weather this 
year, the summer was cooler than usual 
and even though September started out 
hot, the cool fall temperatures settled 
in and we even had some good doses of 
rain.  But though this year was not as 
hard as previous years, we still need to 
focus on water conservation.  Our wa-
ter supplies are still low and water will 
always be a critical issue. 

Here are some practices to adopt in the 
landscape to be more conservative with 
water use. 

First - amend soil. When planting new 
plants, till in 3 inches of compost as 
deep as possible to improve the soil 
structure and water holding capacity.   

Next, start converting to drip irrigation 
for all planting beds like vegetable gar-
dens, flower beds and shrub beds.  Drip 
irrigation is much more efficient than 
sprinklers because sprinklers can lose 
a lot to evaporation. 

 

Besides evaporation loss, spraying water 
on plant leaves is not good for the health 
of most plants.  When it’s humid and wet 
outside, spraying on the leaves can 
spread disease.  And when it’s hot and 
dry, the salt content of the water can 
burn or scorch plant leaves. 

When it comes to turfgrass, sprinklers 
are the easiest way to go, though.  There 
are some subsurface drip systems availa-
ble which are more water efficient, but 
they are not common.  But you can adjust 
your sprinklers to be more water wise.  
Do an irrigation audit - run the system 
during daylight so you can see where the 
heads are spraying.  Sometimes sprin-
klers get turned and spray the wrong di-
rection.  Also, check if the heads are 
spraying a fine mist - smaller droplets 
evaporate faster.  Lowering the pressure 
can increase the droplet size and reduce 
water waste. 

Plants With Winter Interest 

Winter foliage and berry plants are important to have in 
the landscape for interest throughout the dormant sea-
son.  When most all of our plants go dormant and leave 
the landscape looking dreary, a few good plants that 
keep going all winter long will really brighten up the 
yard.  Plants that make great berries in the winter time 
include yaupon holly, possumhaw holly and pyracantha.  
There are lots of evergreen options from junipers, hol-
lies, boxwoods and nandinas. 
 
Nandinas are very easy to grow, they look tender but are 
actually pretty tough.  Different types of Nandinas have 
different colored foliage at different times of year, rang-
ing from green to yellow, red, and orange.  They also 
have very attractive red berries that add a pop of color 
and interest to the landscape. 
 
There are a lot of size options for Nandinas, ranging 
from dwarf varieties that are short all the way up to 5 
foot tall shrubs. 
 
The possum-haw holly is a deciduous holly, which 
means it drops its leaves in the winter.  This is unusual, 
since most hollies are evergreen.  But in the winter it 
also has beautiful showy red berries that generally last 
all winter long.  It’s a large shrub or small tree, and can 
be trained to have a single trunk or multiple trunks.  It’s 
very easy to grow and is adaptable to a wide range of 
conditions, from soggy soil to dry soil. 
 
Pyracantha, also called firethorn, is also a beautiful plant 
but be careful – it has really large, very sharp thorns.  It’s 
not good if planted close to a sidewalk or anywhere with 
foot traffic, but if planted out of the way it provides good 
winter color with red-orange berries.  It has a sprawling 
form, and is good planted up against a fence or wall. 
 
There are also several good options for winter annual 
color, including pansies, stock, and snapdragons.  While 
the winter time is a nice break from major landscaping 
jobs like frequent mowing, a few winter plants will keep 
it interesting and attractive all year long. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gulf Stream Nandina 

Gardening in Small Spaces 

Gardening can be difficult in some situations, lack 
of space being one.  Whether you have a tiny yard, 
or live in an apartment with no yard, even small 
spaces can be productive if planned right.  Terms 
such as postage stamp gardening and square foot 
gardening describe systems that can work well wilt 
little space.  Even if  you live somewhere with no 
yard, try growing a few potted plants.   

Many of the vegetables that are grown in the 
ground can be grown in containers.  Larger crops 
like pumpkins and melons don’t work in pots, and 
corn isn’t an option for containers, but most every-
thing else can grow in pots – like tomatoes, pep-
pers, cucumbers, broccoli, carrots and lettuce. 

Potatoes can do well in containers too – it even can 
work better than growing them in the ground be-
cause most of the soil around here doesn’t have 
good enough drainage for potatoes. 

For growing vegetables in the ground in small spac-
es, some simple but careful planning will help you 
get the most out of a little space.  Just don’t try and 
get too much out of too small of an area.  Spacing is 
very important for producing vegetables, and will 
dictate the size and quality of produce you get.   

Since space is limited, try to go for plants that offer 
multiple harvests such as broccoli, pepper, spinach, 
and tomatoes.   

Plants like carrots, onions and radishes are one-
time harvest and are not as efficient producers for a 
small plot.  Of course, you have to grow what you 
want to eat; growing what you will actually use has 
the final say in selection. 

Also, vertical space can 
be used for plants that 
grow in a vine – such as 
squash, eggplant, cucum-
bers and beans – use 
trellises, poles and 
stakes to use the vertical 
space and have good 
production in a small 
space.  

 

Photo from http://www.tastefulgarden.com/  



Growing Potatoes 

Potatoes aren’t a real common vegetable crop in 
the Concho Valley, but might be worth a try if you 
have some good soil.  A lot of the soil around here 
is heavy, sticky or rocky and would make growing 
potatoes difficult, but there are some areas that 
have soil that’s a little richer and would work bet-
ter. 

In most parts of Texas, potatoes should be planted 
in February or early March.  Potatoes aren’t grown 
from normal plant seeds but from what we call 
seed potatoes.  You simply cut up a potato in sec-
tions and plant the pieces, which will grow into 
new plants.  It’s best to purchase chemical-free 
seed potatoes from a nursery or feed store, and 
not from the grocery store.  One pound of seed po-
tatoes will make about 10 seed pieces.  The seed 
potatoes should be prepared five or six days be-
fore planting. 

Cut the seed potatoes into pieces about the size of 
a medium egg, and each piece should have at least 
one eye.  Cutting pieces too small will result in 
weak plants.  Let the cut pieces sit in a well-
ventilated spot for up to a week so the cut sides 
can heal before planting, which can prevent rot-
ting and other problems. 

Prepare the soil by tilling and working it well to 
loosen it up.  Remove rocks and sticks, and work 
the soil up into raised rows that are about a foot 
high, and 3 feet apart.  Raised rows are important 
because they increase drainage.  Use a hoe or stick 
to open up a hole on top of the raised row, and 
drop the seed pieces.  Space them about a foot 
apart, and step on each piece after planting to cre-
ate good soil contact.   

Containers can also work for potatoes, start with a 
large well drained container and plant the seed 
piece in just a little soil in the bottom.  As it grows, 
add more soil until it reaches the top.  At the end 
of the season, the container should be full of pota-
toes to harvest. 

For more info on planting and caring for potatoes, 
see http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/organic/
files/2011/03/E-511_irish_potato.pdf 

Planting Onions 

Onion transplants can be planted mid-Januray 
through February.  Onions are biennials, so if done 
by seed they take two years to produce a good 
bulb.  Transplants are good if you want to get an 
onion in one season instead of waiting a long time., 
but seeds planted in the fall are a good idea if you’d 
like some green onions to harvest in the first year, 
and then get full sized onions the second year. 

 
You can find onion sets in 
nurseries, through mail or-
der catalogs and online.  
Look for short day varie-
ties, they will work best in 
Texas. 
 

When you get the live plants, plant them as soon as 
possible.  If you can’t get them in the ground imme-
diately, take them out of the box and spread them 
out in a cool, dry spot.  They can live this way for 
up to a couple of weeks.  The roots and tops may 
dry out a bit though, so get them planted as soon as 
you can. 
 
Apply a fertilizer that contains phosphorus  in a 
banding pattern 2 to 3 inches below the trans-
plants when you put them in the ground.  Fertilizer 
will ensure the healthiest, best produce.   
 
The onions should be spaced about one inch deep 
and four inches apart.  But, if you want to harvest 
some throughout the growing season as green on-
ions, plant as close as two inches apart.  Pull every 
other one just before they begin to bulb, leaving 
the rest to grow into larger onions.  They do best in 
raised beds, because of the increased drainage.  
 
At the end of the growing season, onions are fully 
mature when the tops have fallen over.  Pull them 
from the ground and allow to dry.  Then clip the 
roots and cut the tops back to one inch.  To pre-
serve them, keep them separated from each other 
in a cool, dry place. 
 
For more info on onions, see http://aggie-
horticulture.tamu.edu/archives/parsons/
publications/onions/ONIONGRO.html 

http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/organic/files/2011/03/E-511_irish_potato.pdf
http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/organic/files/2011/03/E-511_irish_potato.pdf
http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/archives/parsons/publications/onions/ONIONGRO.html
http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/archives/parsons/publications/onions/ONIONGRO.html
http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/archives/parsons/publications/onions/ONIONGRO.html


Upcoming 
Classes & Programs 

January 2017 

Friday, January 13, 12:00pm 
Lunch N Learn Class - Plant Propagation 

Location: Tom Green County Extension Office 
      Judge Edd B. Keyes Bldg, 113 W Beauregard 
Cost: $5  

Have you every found a plant you would like to take a piece home and propagate? Learn the correct 
techniques of cloning, duplicating, air propagation and much more. 

 

Saturday, January 14, 9:00am to 12:00pm 
Saturday Seminar - Don’t Treat Your Soil Like Dirt!  

Location: Southside Rec Center, 2750 Ben Ficklin Rd 
Cost: $25 

 Instructors: Tommy Olive, Linda Rowe and Susan Stanfield 
From the People/Plant Connection - Learn how to create and care for the best quality soil -  good 

soil is essential to gardening success!  Topics covered will include basic soil preparation,  
composting, and vermiculture (worm composting). 

 Call to register - 325-656-3104 
 

Coming Soon: 
Master Gardener Training Course 
Join the Master Gardeners!   Cost: $175, includes lunches and textbook. Classes will be Tuesdays from 
12pm to 3pm, February 21 through May 30. See info attached in email or call 325-659-6528. 
 

Earth-Kind Landscape School 
Save the date!  This four evening course will cover tree care, lawn care, and plant selection specifical-
ly for the Concho Valley, as well as landscape design principles.  Attendees will learn skills needed to 
create a beautiful landscape that can thrive in west Texas.  More details to follow, but call 325-659-
6528 to be put on a mailing list for when info is available.  March 20, 21, 27, & 28th 2017. 

For more information on any of the topics, or to ask questions please contact: 

Allison Watkins 
Texas A&M Agrilife Extension 

Tom Green County 
113 W Beauregard 

San Angelo, TX 76903 
325-659-6528 

The members of Texas A&M AgriLife will provide equal opportunities in programs and activities, education, and  

employment to all persons regardless of race, color, sex, religion, national origin, age, disability, genetic information,  

veteran status, sexual orientation or gender identity and will strive to achieve full and equal employment opportunity 

throughout Texas A&M AgriLife.  


