
January To-Do’s 
 

 Plant bare root fruit trees 
 
 Prune shade trees if  

needed 
 
 Need to move a plant in 

the yard?  Now is the time 
- while dormant.  Works 
only if the plant is young 
and small 

 
 Order seeds from catalogs 

and online for spring 
 
 Continue staggered plant-

ing of cool season vegeta-
ble crops such as lettuce, 
cabbage, and spinach 
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Plant a Fruit Tree 

For anyone interested in trying a new fruit tree in the landscape or gar-
den, January through mid-February is a good time of year to plant bare-
root fruit trees.  Healthy, well-rooted container grown trees can be plant-
ed any time of year, but bare root trees can only be planted in their 
dormant season.  The advantage of bare root trees is a lower price – they 
weigh less without soil and can be shipped at a cheaper rate, making 
them a more economical option.  Bare root fruit trees will be available at 
local nurseries and through catalog or mail order during the winter, but 
be wary of clearance sales in the spring – after winter is over, bare root is 
not a good option any longer. 

Choose fruit that is known to work, such as peaches, plums, apricots, ap-
ples, pears, pomegranates, and persimmons.  Beyond crop selection, vari-
ety selection is also important.  There are many different varieties of each 
of these fruits, and they can have very different requirements. 

Chilling hours is one major aspect to consider.  Most fruit trees have very 
specific requirements for how long they need to spend below 45 degrees, 
and when that requirement is met the tree blooms.  The Concho Valley 
receives an average of about 800-900 chilling hours per winter, so select 
a variety that has a similar requirement. 

After purchasing bare root trees, plant as soon as possible to avoid dam-
age to roots due to drying, and soak in a bucket of water right before 
planting.  After digging the hole and placing the tree, carefully backfill 
with soil that came from the hole (no amendments are needed) and use a 
water hose to settle any air pockets.  Keep the area around the newly 
planted tree weed free, as weeds and grass can create a lot of competi-
tion for water and nutrients.  Mulch can help a lot with reducing weeds. 

For more information on how to successfully grow fruit trees in Texas, 
visit http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/fruit-nut/ for crop-specific 
growing guides. 

Some of the recommended varieties for the Concho Valley: 

Apple: Fuji, Gala, Red Delicious 
Pear: Orient, Moonglow, Kieffer, LeConte 
Peach: Ranger, Redglobe, Belle of Georgia 
Apricot: Harcot, Golden Amber, Harval 
Plum: Morris, Ozark Premier, Methley 
Pomegranate: Sumbar, Russian 18, Salavatski, Surh Anor  

Pecan Update 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to the winners of the 

Concho Valley Pecan Show! 

 

Larry & Sharon Schwertner 

Grand Champion Classic—Burkett 

 

Neil & Betty Conner 

Grand Champion Commercial—

Cheyenne 

 

Chester McCown 

Grand Champion Native 



Join the Master Gardeners! 
 

If you’re interested in landscaping or gar-

dening and would like to learn more skills, 

consider taking the Master Gardener train-

ing course.  Whether you have a lot of ex-

perience or are a beginner, it’s a good class 

to take and is also the first step to joining 

the Concho Valley Master Gardeners. 

 

The master gardener organization is a pro-

gram that brings together people in the 

community that have an interest in gar-

dening and horticulture.  They sign up for 

the training class that gives extensive edu-

cation in horticulture.   After receiving 

training, the individuals share their 

knowledge with others by helping out 

with educational programs and events. 

Some of the projects the Concho Valley 

Master Gardeners work on include an 

annual plant sale, rainwater harvesting 

training and rain barrel workshops, 

habitat for humanity landscapes, main-

taining demonstration gardens, and 

more. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The next class will be every Tuesday 

from 12pm to 3pm starting February 

23 and ending May 31st.  Contact the 

Extension Office at 325-659-6522 to 

request registration materials. 

Plant Spotlight 

 

Pyracantha, firethorn 

 
Watch out for the thorns, they are 

large and plentiful!  But if planted 

in an area that is not near any foot 

traffic, where it doesn’t pose a 

danger of pain, it’s a beautiful 

plant with a sprawling form and  

colorful berries in the winter time. 



Waterwise Landscaping 

I have really enjoyed the weather this 
year, the summer was cooler than usual 
and even though September started out 
hot, the cool fall temperatures settled 
in and we even had some good doses of 
rain.  But though this year was not as 
hard as previous years, we still need to 
focus on water conservation.  Our wa-
ter supplies are still low and water will 
always be a critical issue. 

Here are some practices to adopt in the 
landscape to be more conservative with 
water use. 

First - amend soil. When planting new 
plants, till in 3 inches of compost as 
deep as possible to improve the soil 
structure and water holding capacity.   

Next, start converting to drip irrigation 
for all planting beds like vegetable gar-
dens, flower beds and shrub beds.  Drip 
irrigation is much more efficient than 
sprinklers because sprinklers can lose 
a lot to evaporation. 

 

Besides evaporation loss, spraying water 
on plant leaves is not good for the health 
of most plants.  When it’s humid and wet 
outside, spraying on the leaves can 
spread disease.  And when it’s hot and 
dry, the salt content of the water can 
burn or scorch plant leaves. 

When it comes to turfgrass, sprinklers 
are the easiest way to go, though.  There 
are some subsurface drip systems availa-
ble which are more water efficient, but 
they are not common.  But you can adjust 
your sprinklers to be more water wise.  
Do an irrigation audit - run the system 
during daylight so you can see where the 
heads are spraying.  Sometimes sprin-
klers get turned and spray the wrong di-
rection.  Also, check if the heads are 
spraying a fine mist - smaller droplets 
evaporate faster.  Lowering the pressure 
can increase the droplet size and reduce 
water waste. 

Improving Soil 

One landscape or garden job you can take care 
of this time of year is soil improvement.  Pre-
paring soil is an essential step for any planting 
beds such as vegetable gardens, flower beds, 
shrub beds and so on.  Soil preparation is not 
required planting trees or a turfgrass though. 

Creating good garden soil is not complicated, 
but it can be a lot of work.  The main step is 
incorporating organic matter.  A good finished 
compost is, as gardeners say, the new black 
gold because it has a huge impact on the soil 
and plants.  Compost can be free if you make 
your own, or it can cost some money.  But it’s 
worth it and has an instant effect when tilled 
into existing soil. 

Compost can be anything from yard and kitch-
en scraps that you make yourself, or you can 
buy composted manure, cotton bur hulls, 
leaves, or local materials purchased from a 
garden center. 

Apply 3 inches of compost on top of the exist-
ing soil, then till it in.  Try to get it in 8 to 10 
inches deep.  Organic matter a very valuable 
part of a good soil.  Microorganisms in soil 
break it down into nutrients that plants use,  
which will reduce the amount of fertilizer you 
have to apply.   Organic matter also improves 
the water holding capacity of soil, and also 
aeration.   

Organic matter should be applied to any type 
of soil, but if you have heavy, sticky clay soil 
there is one more step -  the addition of ex-
panded shale.  Expanded shale is a mineral 
that is heat treated until it expands, and the 
result is a very light, small rock full of air 
space.  Apply 3 inches in addition to the com-
post, and till it all in together.  This will really 
open up the heavy soil and keep it aerated 
and looser. 

Transplanting Trees and Shrubs 
 
It’s always best to carefully consider where 
to plant a new tree or shrub and get it in the 
right spot first, but plants are usually forgiv-
ing.  If you didn’t put it in a good spot there 
is usually time to move it and try again. 
 
If shrubs are under 4 feet tall, and trees are 
an inch or less in diameter, they can often 
be successfully moved within the landscape 
and the dormant season is the best time of 
year to try. 
 
Dig up a cylinder shaped rootball about 16 
to 20 inches in diameter around the plant, 
but be sure that the rootball stays together - 
if it crumbles and falls away, exposing roots, 
there’s much less chance for survival. 
 
Once the root ball is formed by digging the 
cylinder, dig around it a bit in order to get it  
out of the ground without having to pull the 
plant upward and cause the rootball to 
crumble.  
 
Immediately wrap the rootball in burlap to 
transport, and plant in the new spot right 
away. 
 
It’s best to have the new hole dug ahead of 
time, and get the plant into the new spot 
and watered in immediately. 



Resolutions for Gardeners 
Taken from the 2002 January edition of the Horticulture 

Update, Texas A&M Extension Service and also appearing 

on “The Weekend Gardener:” 

10 - I will use a pesticide only when abso-

lutely necessary, and will use the least toxic 

one. 

9 - I will continue to wage war on fireants 

by using baits, such as Amdro and Logic, in 

the spring and fall. I will check out the Texas 

Two-Step method for fireant management. 

8 - I will not water the lawn in the middle of 

the day, and will only water when it needs 

it. 

7 - I will prepare the soil by adding pine 

bark when planting shrubs and flowers, but 

not when planting a tree. 

6 - I will add one new feature to my garden 

this year (i.e., a new bed, a bench, a statue, 

an arbor). 

5 - I will put up a bird feeder or plant a but-

terfly-friendly plant. 

4 - I will mulch all flower and shrub beds to 

conserve water and prevent weeds. 

3 - I will plant at least one vegetable crop in 

my garden (i.e., green beans, a cherry toma-

to, bell peppers, a row of corn). 

2 - I will not overprune my crape myrtles. 

1 - I will plant a tree.  

Blackberries 
 

If you want to try growing some of your own fruit, 

blackberries are about the easiest crop to do.  They 

take up a lot of space, but if you have room in your 

yard they don’t need a lot of effort.  A blackberry 

plant will produce a lot of fruit each spring, with 

little work. 

Be careful where you plant it though, because 

blackberry bushes have a lot of thorns; so you 

won’t want it in a place with a lot of foot traffic or 

where kids play. 

Two good varieties to choose would be Brazos and 

Rosborough, developed by Texas A&M University.  

They will give you a few gallons of berries per 

plant per year. 

The Brazos and Rosborough varieties have been 

proven to do well all over the state and are pretty 

dependable. 

There are some thornless varieties of blackberries 

available, such as Arapaho and Navaho.  

To keep blackberries producing well each year, 

prune off canes (stems) that produced fruit the 

previous season.  Blackberry canes are biennial, so 

the stem grows for two years before fruiting and 

then won’t fruit again.  



Upcoming 
Classes & Programs 

January 2016 

Friday, January 8, 12:00pm 
Lunch N Learn Class - Old Fashioned Plants 

Instructor - Allison Watkins 
Location: Tom Green County Extension Office 
      Judge Edd B. Keyes Bldg, 113 W Beauregard 
Cost: $5  

      Learn about growing tried and try heirloom vegetables and antique roses 

 
 
Saturday, January 23, 9am to 12pm 
Saturday Seminar—Growing Trees in the Concho Valley 

Location:  Southside Rec Center— 2750 Ben Ficklin  
Cost: $20 
Instructor: Allison Watkins 

Offered by the People/Plant Connection.  Pre-registration encouraged, contact Susan 
Stanfield to attend—325-656-3104.  Learn all about trees for the Concho Valley—
landscape shade trees, fruit trees and pecan trees.  Bring leaves from your yard for a 
hands-on art lesson about making leaf rubbings and leaf stamping. 

 

 
Master Gardener Training Course 
Join the Master Gardeners!   Cost: $175, includes lunches and textbook. Classes will be Tuesdays from 

12pm to 3pm, February 23 through May 31. See info attached in email 

For more information on any of the topics, or to ask questions please contact: 
 

Allison Watkins 
Texas A&M Agrilife Extension 

Tom Green County 
113 W Beauregard 

San Angelo, TX 76903 
325-659-6528 

 
Educational programs of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color,  

religion, sex, national origin, age, disability, genetic information or veteran status. 


