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The Garden  

Thymes   

UPCOMMING EVENTS 

 

 There are no events scheduled in 

May because of CDC, State, County, 

and City guidelines.  Please watch 

for email updates if there are chang-

es that allow workdays or virtual 

meetings. 

 
  
Watch emails for additions. 

 

 

Well, here it is- May, 2020…

who would have thought we 

would be in this inactive mode with our normal master gardener 

work, interests, projects and busyness; not I! 

  Maybe by the end of this month we will be ‘sort of’ getting back 

to normal, we all hope so.  Meantime, we do have some things 

we can absolutely look forward to with a positive outlook.  

First on the list would be our new County Agent, Steve Estes! 

Hooray! We all look forward I know, to meeting him and will be 

grateful for his guidance and leadership.  

We have certainly missed, not only the income from our great 

spring plant sale, but also the fun and camaraderie – but… we 

have the fall plant sale to look forward to. Volunteer for a job 

you have not done before!   

We have several garden (ongoing) projects that need hands on 

regularly, consider those?  I am thinking of Swenson House – 

easy to see what needs to be done there, any work will be a 

helpful thing, call me if you need an idea of where to work. Same 

goes for Meditation Garden- (the weeds don’t know about a  

pandemic virus).   

We are getting ready to apply for a number of grant opportuni-

ties- want to help out there? Hopefully, if awarded, Maple Street 

will be a working project. 

There is ALWAYS the Demo Garden - work is slow but continuing. 

We have the plumbing in for the two catchment tanks, piping will 

be painted, gardens added – lots of work to be done! If you know 

of a way to unload our beautiful powder coated Aggie maroon 

‘rings’ call me!  (And the pesky weeds are there also- they won’t 

just go away.) See, those are just a few of the ways we can ‘get 

together’…strategically distanced for sure, but necessary.  I hope 

we won’t be saying the same thing in June.  Keep your fingers 

crossed, do what we need to do to stay well, and carry on. 

 Thanks everyone for the good thoughts and intentions!  

See ya soon, Sandy                                           
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Big Country Master Gardener Association Newsletter 

•  Plant new lawns.  This is the best month to put in new turf.  Select the correct grass for sun or shade. 
 
• Plant summer annual color.  Be sure to buy hardened plants that 
are already acclimated to the sun. 
 
• Plant summer and fall flowering perennials.  Buy types that will 
provide a sequence of continuous 
color. 

• Plant summer veggies. 
 

• Prune spring-blooming shrubs and vines.  
 
• Prune shade trees to remove low branches that 
cause visibility problems or cause excessive shade 
on turf.  Wait until the middle of summer to prune 
oaks to lessen the chance of oak wilt. 
 

• Prune peaches and plums.  Thin fruit early to be 5 or 6 inches apart on the branches. 
 
• Deadhead perennials to encourage continuous bloom. 

 
• Feed turf, trees, shrubs, annuals, perennials, and vegetables.  Don’t forget to 
feed patio pots and hanging baskets. 
 
• Add mulch to the beds.  Be sure you have at least 3”. 
 
• Troubleshoot problems such as black spot, blight, webworms, bagworms, 
and scale. 

 
• Apply a broad leafed weed killer to eliminate non-grassy weeds.  Read and follow the label directions 

for best results and for safe use of the product. 
 
• Do a quick inventory of the sprinkler system.  Repair any problems before the main summer watering 

season. 
 
• Sharpen lawn mower blades.  Dull blades increase damage to the grass. 
 
• Be sure to have food and water for butterflies and birds. 
 
Tips from Neil Sperry and Doug Welsh. 
 

 

https://duckduckgo.com/l/?kh=-1&uddg=https%3A%2F%2Fi.pinimg.com%2F736x%2F80%2F56%2F9c%2F80569c50b6e5b4c426d093d5c70083b1--scare-crow-texas-plants.jpg
http://r.duckduckgo.com/l/?kh=-1&uddg=http%3A%2F%2Fmahergreenwaldgardens.com%2Fimages%2Fcontent%2Fvegetable%2FA01_-mid-Summer-vegetable-cutting-garden-with-herbs-in-barrels.jpg
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Dyess Elementary School 

 

2017…I think this is the correct year?... it has been awhile and was 

one of my first projects as Project  Committee Chairman!....to        

approve that is.  

The lead on this project was Mary Sue Riskus. She has a friend     

connected with Dyess Elementary and wanted a little flower power 

in beds out front. Mary Sue did a great job in organizing and     

providing supplies like mulch and equipment to work with. We had a 

great turnout of workers, dug out old …trimmed what we left and 

replanted some things. I received this pic from her a couple of weeks ago! Just look at the beautiful 

blooms on those iris’!!  

Way to go Mary Sue.                                                                                                 

WE NEED YOUR HELP! 

Our monthly newsletter is a valuable source for communication and information to our organization.  

We need people to  write informative articles and help gather information important to our BCMG’s.  

Do you have something educational or interesting  to contribute to the newsletter or just know how to 
use publisher and have a few hours at the end of every other month?  

Want to receive a few more education hours?  

 

For more information contact:   

Jackie Sledge– gjsledge@suddenlink 

Susan Trice-   Smgcampb@aol.com 

Lavender-Chamomile Spray 
  
 *2 ounces distilled water        *5 drops chamomile essential oil         
    *10 drops lavender essential oil 
  
Combine all ingredients in a small bottle with a mister top.  Shake and label. 
Spray on your linens, or can be used as a body spray or air freshener. 

http://r.duckduckgo.com/l/?kh=-1&uddg=http%3A%2F%2Ftxmg.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com%2Ftaylor%2Fwp-content%2Fthemes%2Fmastergardener2%2Fimages%2Fmg-logo.png
https://duckduckgo.com/l/?kh=-1&uddg=https%3A%2F%2Fproductimages.brambleberry.com%2FFragrance%2520Oil%2520Photos%2FLavenderChamomileHuggies.jpg
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Rosemary Chicken Salad 
                       

Combine ingredients, stirring well.   

Serve  on a sandwich or salad. 

 

Roasted Vegetable Medley 

 

 

 

Halve the Brussels sprouts and place them with the green beans 

and cauliflower in a shallow roasting pan.  Sprinkle with herbs, kosher salt, and pepper.  Drizzle with oil 

and water.  Cover with foil.  Bake at 400 degrees for 20 minutes.  Remove foil, and stir in bell peppers.  

Bake uncovered for approximately 15 minutes or until vegetables are crisp tender. 

 

3 cups chopped roasted skinless boneless chick-

en breasts 

1/3 cup chopped green onions 

¼ cup chopped smoked almonds 

¼ cup plain fat-free yogurt 

¼ cup light mayonnaise 

1 tsp chopped fresh rosemary 

1 tsp Dijon mustard 

1/8 tsp salt 

1/8 tsp freshly ground 

black pepper 

2 cups Brussels sprouts 

8 ounces fresh green beans cut into 2-inch pieces 

(2 cups) 

2 cups cauliflower florets 

2 Tbsp chopped fresh herbs such as rosemary, 

basil, oregano (can substitute 2 tsp dried herbs) 

¼ tsp kosher salt 

1/8 tsp freshly ground black pepper 

2 Tbsp extra virgin olive oil 

2 Tbsp water 

3 red, yellow, and/or green bell peppers, seeded 

and cut into 

strips 

http://r.duckduckgo.com/l/?kh=-1&uddg=http%3A%2F%2Ffoodnessgracious.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2016%2F05%2Frosemary-chicken-salad-06.jpg
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Date: Sept. 30 

 
Time: 8:00-3:00 

 
Place: Southern Hills 
Church of Christ 
3666 Buffalo Gap 
Road 

MILKWEED & MONARCHS--Mistake or Adventure? 
By Molly Lorch 

 

I helped with plant sale plant selection for several years.  The thing I most dreaded was not the 

long hours sitting at my computer, 14 hour plant sale trips or even the heat inside the trailer; 

BUT, having to find a source for milkweed was the worst part. Milkweed has to be grown with-

out chemicals such as pesticides or herbicides. You also need to get an acceptable variety of 

milkweed. I suspected back in the fall of 2019 that it was going to be even harder to find milk-

weed for the 2020 spring plant sale.  Previously used vendors were no longer growing milk-

weed.  Therefore, I thought the McMurry Greenhouse Project could attempt to grow some milk-

weed. However, the McMurry Greenhouse renovations started sooner than I planned. So it was 

clear that we could not use the McMurry Greenhouse for propagation in 2020. Should I be lazy 

and take the winter off or be adventurous? 

 

The problem was I had already purchased some seeds back in the fall.  

I did not want my money to go to waste.  In February 2020 I decided to 

see if I could grow milkweed.  I was only half-heartedly attempting and 

was careful not to tell too many people what I was going to do for fear 

of humiliation if I failed.  I researched how to stratify the seeds and the 

other things you should do.  Part of me did not want to be successful 

because I did not know what I would do if I suddenly had over 100 

seedlings to pot and care for.  So, I left the seeds soaking in water too 

long and in the refrigerator too short of time. When I planted the seeds…I got overwhelmed 

with the quantity of seeds.  I started out carefully placing the seeds in nice rows, but eventually 

I just kind of tossed them in the soil because I did not have enough space.  Most of the seeds 

sprouted in spite of my half-hearted attempts.  Was this a good turn of events or a bad one?   

 

When the seedlings got big enough to transplant, I 

carefully separated them and began to carefully plant 

them in 4” pots.  However, it became clear that I did 

not have enough pots or patience.  I gave some of the 

seedlings to fellow plant lovers. Now I needed to keep 

my seedlings alive and happy.  Would I succeed or 

fail? 
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Milkweed & Monarchs cont…. 

On nice days I would take the seedlings outside to get more sun and bring 

them back inside when it was going to get cold…of course.  I left town for a 

week. Tom faithfully kept the milkweed plants watered and safe on my propa-

gation stand. Would the little plants miss me? 

 

I returned home on 4/18, and quickly inspected the 

milkweed and noticed holes on the leaves.  To my 

surprise I found the reason for those little holes on the leaves…monarch 

caterpillars were munching away on MY BABY MILKWEED!  Evidently, 

when I put the plants outside in March and April some early visiting Mon-

arch butterflies found my little tiny milkweed plants and had the nerve to 

lay eggs on MY BABY MILKWEED. Once again, was this a good turn of events or a bad one? Was I 

about to have a fun adventure raising caterpillars or was this going to turn into a nightmare?  

 

I now needed to learn about caterpillars.  It is true that monarch cater-

pillars only like to eat milkweed.  It is also true that caterpillars are 

VERY HUNGRY.  These little hungry caterpillars were munching up 

my baby milkweed plants.  They completely defoliated several plants.  

Within a week these little hungry caterpillars were now big hungry cat-

erpillars.  My husband and son were getting concerned that the cater-

pillars were going to starve or have to fight it out for the last leaf on a milkweed plant. Can caterpil-

lars fight?  They certainly gave each other strong looks as they met on either side of a plant stem.  

Was this adventure in raising monarch caterpillars going to turn into a nightmare or be rewarding?   

 

Jean Dotson came to the rescue and brought some native milkweed leaves to 

feed the very hungry caterpillars.  Jean took me to some empty lots where she 

had mapped out the location of native milkweed plants in previous years.  One 

major problem was that many of the empty lots were no longer empty.  Empty 

lots had been replaced with new doctor’s offices.  Also, this was early in the sea-

son for milkweed to be fully grown.  Jean successfully found enough leaves to 

sustain the very hungry caterpillars.  It seems they eat for about 14 days then 

stop and climb to a safe place to form their chrysalis.  I was very relieved when 

they crawled to the top of the cage.  Now that I had 20 chrysalis formed, could I 

relax or would fear and terror strike? 
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Milkweed & Monarchs cont…. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was exciting to see one turn into a fully formed butterfly.  I picked flow-

ers for it to eat from, but it was not satisfied, it wanted freedom. So out of 

the cage it flew without even turning to say good bye or say, “Thank you.”  

It disappeared and my son was concerned that a passing bird had eaten 

it. Nature can be a real nightmare. Now, did I just get to sit back and wait 

for the remaining 19 chrysalis to yield big beautify monarch butterflies? Or 

was their going to be terror as the adventure continued? 

 

Later that evening, Wesley noticed two of the chrysalis were turning 

brown and had strings hanging down.  Hmmm what could this mean?  

By morning it was clear that something terrible had happened.  There 

were larvae crawling on the bottom of the cage and dark egg sacks 

littered the cage.  Up above, the two dark chrysalises were dead. It 

seems they were victims of a parasitic fly called tachinid fly.  The 

adult fly lays its eggs inside a caterpillar and once the caterpillar pupates the fly larvae pop out of 

the chrysalis.  My husband did not appreciate this discussion at the breakfast table.  Life of a mon-

arch butterfly is difficult.  What did I do wrong? Was I responsible for this sad event or is it just na-

ture? 

 

The adventure continues.  Now I wait and check the cage each night and morning.  Will this ad-

venture turn out to be victorious or nightmarish?  I will update you next month.  
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That Milkweed!! 

By Sandy Shaw 

Last week on Monday, I met Molly at Swenson House…our plan was to plant 

milkweed for the monarch caterpillars to provide the lunch munch they love 

before forming their chrysalis and developing into beautiful fly away butterflies.   

We made room in the MG’s pollinator beds at Swenson for these new 

plantings. Six plants here, eight plants there, 

etc….Molly brought them from her car and they 

were in 4’” pots, healthy with double sets of 

leaves on them. We looked…there they were…

those beautiful little buggers, crawling and 

munching away.   

 We were proud of the effort and vowed to do it again the next 

week. Later that evening, she texted, that she and husband Tom were go-

ing to go pick the wormies up, take them back home to a caterpillar hotel 

that Monarch guru, 

Jean, had brought to 

Molly…. digs for the 

caterpillars to live in, while doing their chrysalis and 

future wings maneuvers . This way she has leaves 

from Jean to feed and the new plantings will get a 

jump on growth without stripping by the caterpillars!  

 

 

 

 

 

See pictures of planting and result a few days later!  Want to help? 

( I told Molly …how can anyone deny God when witness to this 

transformation?)  Enjoy pictures. 
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Superstar, Native, and Adapted Plants  

by Jackie Sledge 

 The last few weeks have certainly given us time to look at our 

yards, think about making changes, and maybe actually do a little work.  

As I looked at my yard and decided to rework some beds, I knew I wanted 

– or needed – to be smarter.  Years ago I had envisioned having lots of 

gorgeous plants and flowers, beautiful green grass, a fabulous vegetable 

garden like my grandmothers had, and plenty of trees so I could rest in a 

hammock and enjoy everything around me. Reality has settled in over 

time so the large vegetable garden has been downsized to just a few rows 

and pots, flower beds have been taken over by hardy shrubs, and there are no trees large enough to allow resting in a 

hammock. 

So now what do I do to make the yard simpler, but still beautiful and enjoyable?  I decided to check out plants that 

will survive in the summer heat, be happy in full sun, need less water, do not need a lot of attention, but still make 

me happy when I’m sitting on the back porch enjoying a glass of iced tea.  Many of the plants that fit in those catego-

ries are Texas Superstar® Plants or Native and Adapted Plants. 

Plants are identified as Texas Superstar® Plants by an Executive Board’s obser-

vation of plants grown in replicated plots and demonstration plots in College 

Station, San Antonio, Overton, and Lubbock.  The plants receive minimal soil 

preparation, reasonable levels of water, and no pesticides.  Another factor 

considered when selecting Superstar® Plants is whether sufficient numbers of 

plants can be produced to meet the increased customer demand.   

Superstar® plants are proven to be tough, beautiful plants, and they were se-

lected because of their success in a variety of Texas climates across the state.  

They perform best when planted in the proper hardiness zone, but a plant can 

grow in almost any hardiness zone if the homeowner is willing to put in extra time and spend extra money to provide 

an environment conducive for that plant.  If a Texas Superstar® Plant is selected for use in the correct hardiness zone, 

the homeowner can experience success because these plants perform well in tough Texas environments.    

Native and adapted plants are great choices because they provide aesthetically pleasing and water efficient land-

scapes that save homeowners both time and money.  Plants designated as native or adapted provide a variety of 

structures, textures, and colors in the yard.  There is a difference between native and adapted plants.  Native plants 

are hardy because they have evolved in the harsh and unpredictable Texas climate.  They thrive on Texas soils and the 

nutrients naturally in the soils.  They are also more resistant to pest problems caused by native insects and diseases.  

Adapted plants are hardy, but they have been introduced to Texas landscapes by the horticulture industry.  They are 

usually from areas with similar soil types and climates.  A plant may be native to Texas, but it may not be adapted to 

all areas of the state. 

Information about specific Texas Superstar® Plants can be found on the Aggie Horticulture website, and information 

about Native and Adapted Plants can be found on Water University website.  These are both great sources of infor-

mation, and I am definitely checking them out during all of my spare time.  Maybe I’ll even put some of this 

knowledge to work so next year you will find me sitting on the porch and enjoying my yard. 

http://r.duckduckgo.com/l/?kh=-1&uddg=http%3A%2F%2Ftexassuperstar.com%2Fplants%2Ffirebush%2Ffirebush4.JPG
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You Rock Award is an award given to the Association Member who has done something  outstand-
ing in the previous month.   

Busy Bee is given to the member with the most hours  

contributed the previous month.     

 Individuals can nominate themselves or other gardeners by completing a short form and 
submitting to the Awards Committee.  

GARDEN TIP 

Traditional concrete or asphalt surfaces do not allow rainwater to seep into the ground so consider in-

stalling some permeable surfaces as another way of rainwater harvesting.  Permeable surfaces can be 

made of stone or concrete pavers, gravel, or cut stone.  There are also interlocking stone and concrete 

systems that are aesthetically interesting and also allow water to go into the cracks between the stones 

to get into the ground.  Using any of these permeable surfaces will help prevent water from running away 

from your property. 

Awards Committee 
 

Unfortunately, not much is going on with Master 
Gardeners because of the Coronavirus and mandates 

from Texas A&M.  

Kathy Turner was working on plant selection for the sale before we 
found out we would not be having the spring sale. She recorded 53 
hours, the most hours for March and won the Busy Bee Award. 
 
 
 
 

Brandon Lee was nominated for the You Rock Award. Brandon 
spent many hours cleaning up the Maple Street property. He 
had to mow the lots three times to get the weeds under con-
trol. Thank you, Brandon, for your hard work in mowing and 
cleaning up our Maple Street property! We appreciate your 
hard work. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjxsraPtY3bAhVKulMKHT9LBrgQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fblog.cherylfowers.com%2F%3Fp%3D3682&psig=AOvVaw1s2LzIEKpFkv7uzhz0Xrjy&ust=1526669461785099
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May 
 

May 7 Sherry Gilmore           May 22   Danielle Delhomme 

May 19 Carol Blessing              May 28    Wendy Porter 

May 19 Grace Broyles 

 


