
Wildlife & Habitat Workshop  October 26th     SAVE THE DATE 
Edwards, Sutton, and Val Verde counties are putting the final touches on a Wildlife & Habitat Workshop 
on October the 26th. We are working on offering this at the Sonora Experiment Station. 
 
Topics will relate to: Impact of Texas Main Exotics on Habitat & Native Wildlife, Meeting The Nutritional Needs of Livestock and 
Wildlife, Key Forbs & Browse of The Edwards Plateau, Hunting Season Outlook, and Restoration of Rangeland 
 
If you have an interest in a related topic, please let us know so that we can have time to incorporate it into the agenda. The event 
will offer 3 CEUs for those with a pesticide applicator license. Full details will be included in next month’s newsletter. 

 
ALSO A WORD OF THANKS TO THE EDWARDS PLATEAU SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT  

FOR THEIR HELP AND SPONSORSHIP OF THE NATURAL RESOURCE FIELD DAY. 

September 2017 

Sutton County Agriculture/Horticulture Newsletter 
Inside: 
Educational Opportunities 
Current Topics  
Horticulture Tips 

Extension programs serve people of all ages regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.  
The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating. 

Upcoming Programs 

Texas Section Society for Range Management sets Oct. 11-13 annual meeting in San Angelo 
Plans are fast coming together for the Texas Section Society for Range Management annual meeting Oct. 11-13 in San Angelo and 
organizers urge members and prospective members to mark their calendar for the statewide event. Activities will center around the 
San Angelo’s McNease Convention Center, 501 Rio Concho Drive with the nearby Clarion Inn and Suites, 441 Rio Concho Drive, 
serving as the host hotel.  
 
This year’s theme is Overcoming Ecological Challenges: Providing for Long-term Profitability. Presentations support the theme in a 
varied and interesting way with a wide array of topics ranging from the use of drones to new feral hog management technology. Dr. 
John Walker, Texas A&M AgriLife Research resident director at San Angelo and a past president of the range management organi-
zation believes this educational opportunity should be a top priority for anybody who earns a living from the land. 
 
Walker says the society’s mission is to provide leadership for the stewardship of rangelands based on sound ecological principles. 
Membership is comprised of agency and academic personnel, ranchers, land managers and others interested in proper range man-
agement. 
 
Oct. 11 scheduled topics include technology in agriculture, drone use and GIS.  
 
Oct. 12 topics include beef herd marketing for added value, economic feasibility of range improvement projects, drought manage-
ment, environmental impacts of oil and gas decisions, and managing rangelands for multiple products.  
 
Oct. 13 will be devoted to a tour of the Hugh Stone Ranch to view prickly pear herbicide use, drone use and a demonstration of the 
Boar Buster Hog Trap. The meeting’s final topic will be Four Decades of Do’s and Don’ts in Conservation Work.  
 
Other activities will be a dance with entertainment provided by local artist Case Hardin, and a trade show featuring ranch equipment, 
herbicides and livestock supplements.  For more general, fees and registration information, contact Corey Owens, Angelo State 
University senior instructor/research associate, at 325-486-6757 or corey.owens@angelo.edu.  

[AgriLife Today] 1.2 million beef cows in 54 Texas counties affected by Hurricane Harvey  

The 54 Texas counties declared a disaster area due to Hurricane Harvey contain over 1.2 million beef cows, 
according to a U.S. Department of Agriculture inventory report. Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service live-
stock economist, Dr. David Anderson, says that’s 27 percent of the state’s cowherd . He thinks that’s a con-
servative estimate of beef cow numbers because 14 of those counties only have cattle inventory estimates. 
Anderson noted since it is late August, a lot of calves in the affected areas are either close or ready to be 
marketed. The disaster area also includes a large number of livestock auction markets and Sam Kane meat processing. 

Current Topics…. 
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Anthrax Confirmed In Cattle On Crockett County Premises  
Texas Animal Health Commission (TAHC) officials confirmed anthrax in five cattle on a Crocket 
County premises. This is the first anthrax case in Texas this year. 
The premises is located approximately 13 miles east of Ozona and has been quarantined. TAHC 
rules require proper disposal of affected carcasses and vaccination of other cattle on the premise 
prior to release of the quarantine. 
 
Dr. Susan Rollo, TAHC State Epidemiologist, stated that TAHC will continue to closely monitor the situation . Producers are encour-
aged to remain vigilant and consult with their veterinarian if they suspect their animals are affected with anthrax or are interested in 
vaccinating their livestock. 
 
Anthrax is a bacterial disease caused by Bacillus anthracis, which is a naturally occurring organism with worldwide distribution, in-
cluding certain parts of Texas. Anthrax cases in Texas are historically found in the triangular area bound by the towns of Uvalde, 
Ozona and Eagle Pass. This area includes portions of Crockett, Val Verde, Sutton, Edwards, Kinney and Maverick counties. A vac-
cine is available for use in susceptible livestock in high risk areas. 
 
Acute fever followed by rapid death with bleeding from body openings are common signs of anthrax in livestock. Carcasses may also 
appear bloated and appear to decompose quickly. Livestock or animals displaying symptoms consistent with anthrax should be re-
ported to a private veterinary practitioner or a TAHC official. 
 
If affected livestock or carcasses must be handled, producers are encouraged to follow basic sanitation precautions such as wearing 
protective gloves, long sleeve shirts and washing thoroughly afterward to prevent accidental spread of the bacteria to people. 
 
For more information about Anthrax, visit http://www.tahc.texas.gov. 
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Evaluation Of Contraceptive Viability In Wild Pig Managementt  
Excerpt from article by Josh Helcel, Extension Associate, Texas A&M Natural Resources Institute 
 
Contraception has long been suggested as a potential means of feral swine. While there are cur-
rently no pharmaceuticals labeled for use on wild pigs in Texas, the recent withdrawal of the registra-
tion of a warfarin-based toxicant in Texas  has many again questioning the viability of wild pig contra-
ception. But what does the research tell us about this technique? 
 
Contraception has been administered worldwide as a tool for fertility control in a variety of wildlife.  Common types of contra-
ceptives include both steroid-based and immune-contraceptives. While commonly used in humans, steroid-based contra-
ception is widely considered as impractical for wildlife.  
 
Wildlife contraceptives have been successfully given to species including deer, mice, elephants, donkeys and others.  However, phys-
ical control of the animal and repeated dosing/boosters are required in order to be effective. And therein lies a significant problem -the 
only feasible delivery of a contraceptive to free-ranging wild pigs would be through consumption. Also, vaccines were administered 
under the assumption that contracepted species would not be intended for human consumption. 
 

Based on research, we can assume that an ideal wild pig immunocontraceptive would have a minimum efficacy of at least 66%, pro-
vided it were administered to all sows within the breeding population. Treating millions of wild pigs even once would in itself be a ma-
jor undertaking. However, this challenge is compounded by the fact that there are currently no wildlife immunocontraceptives that do 
not require multiple initial and/or subsequent periodic inoculations in order to be effective. Research conducted on long  term wildlife 
immunocontraception has shown efficacy over several years, but in each case was obtained through an injectable vaccine that re-
quired physical control of the animal. 
 
Either a single dose immunocontraceptive would need to be extensively researched and synthesized, or wild pigs would need to be 
dosed periodically throughout their entire reproductive life span. 
Research has documented secondary transfer of wildlife contraceptives through the food chain, and wild pigs from T e x a s  are popular 
table fare worldwide.   Continues on next page……….. 
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Read the newsletter online!  

http://sutton.agrilife.org  

Parting Thoughts….. 
God give me work, till my life shall end. And life, till my work is done.- Epitaph 
 
There is a difference between interest and commitment.  When you are interested in doing 
something, you do it only when time permits.  When you are committed to something, you 
accept no excuses, only results.  
 
My grandfather once told me that there were two kinds of people: those who do the work and those who take the credit. He told me to 
try to be in the first group; there was much less competition.~ Indira Gandhi 

 

 
 

Pascual Hernandez 
Sutton County Extension Agent 
Phone: 325-387-3101 
Fax: 325-387-5537 
E-mail: p-hernandez@tamu.edu  

September Horticulture Tips 
Plant: 

 Start cool-season vegetables, such as 

mustard, lettuce, arugula, broccoli, carrots, 
and turnips, from seed in well prepared beds. 

 Nick the seedcoats of Texas bluebonnets 

before planting to hasten germination. 
 
Prune: 

 Prune out dead or diseased wood from trees and shrubs. 

Hold off on major pruning until midwinter. Pruning now may stim-
ulate tender growth prior to frost. 

 Divide spring-flowering perennials such as irises, day lilies, 

and violets. Reset divisions into well prepared soil with generous 
amounts of organic material worked into the top 8 to 10 inches. 

Be on the Lookout: 

 Keep a good lookout for pests at this time. As old vegeta-

bles, bean vines, etc. are pulled up and discarded in the com-
post heap, insects such as stink bugs and leaf footed bugs will 
disperse to linger on nearby plants. 

 Don't allow plants with green fruit or berries to suffer from 

lack of moisture. 

 Continue a disease-spray schedule on roses, as blackspot 

and mildew can be extremely damaging in September and Octo-
ber. Funginex, used every 7 to 14 days, will usually give excel-
lent control. 

 Replenish mulches around trees and shrubs, and water 

every 3 to 5 days. 

 Harvest okra, peppers, squash, and other vegetables often 
to encourage production. 

……………….Continues from page 2 
 
Another significant challenge is that the drug would need to be encapsulated or otherwise provided in such a way that it is not only 
bait stable and palatable, but also accessible to only wild pigs. Non-targeted species including raccoons and especially black bears 
have proven persistent in their ability to access baits intended only for wild pigs. 
 
Native predatory species including mountain lions, bobcats and others as well as federally protected scavengers such as black and 
turkey vultures could also potentially be impacted. Wild pigs cannot sweat and must occupy water sources in order to cool them-
selves, and secondary transfer could also occur through surface water in which these animals routinely eliminate waste.  
At this time the research simply does not support this means as a feasible alternative in wild pig management. There is no wildlife 
inoculation currently available which would meet the criteria necessary to be effective.  
 
There is most likely no one “silver bullet” that will solve the wild pig problem, but the reality is that researchers are much closer to 
developing a viable toxicant than an immune-contraceptive. 


