
 

 
December 13-14, 2016 

Extraco Events Center  

4601 Bosque Blvd. Waco, Texas  

Tuesday, December 13th  

 All Commodity Sessions - $20, lunch included. Registration begins @ 8:00am 

Horticulture Session: 8:45 am—11:45 am, 1:30 pm—8:00 pm  CEUs: 5 TNLA & 3 TDA 

Beef Session: 9:00 am—11:45 am 1 BQA Credit  

Grain Session: 9:00 am—11:45 am CEUs: 2 General  

Rural Land Management Session: 9:00 am—11:45 am CEUs: 1 Law & Regs, 1 General  

From The Ground Up, Connecting Agriculture and Health: 9:00 am—4:30 pm  

Tomorrow’s Leaders Youth Workshop: 9:30 am—12:00 pm  

Cotton Session: 2:00 pm—4:00 pm CEU: 1 General  

Forage Session: 200 pm—4:00 pm CEU: 1 IPM 

Wildlife Session: 2:00 pm—4:00 pm CEU: 1 General  

Horse Session: 5:30 pm—8:00 pm CEU: 1 IPM  
 

Wednesday, December 14th  

 BIG Recertification Program—$60 preregistration cost, lunch included.  
      Call 254 757-5180 to preregister. $70.00 at door.   
 

BIG Recertification Program: 8:00-11:45am, 1:30-4:30 pm CEUs: 5—1 L&R, 2 IPM, 2 General  

 Private Applicator Training—$75, lunch included. Preregister @254 582-4022.  

Private Applicator Training: 8:00 am—11:45 am  
 

46th Mid-Tex Farm & Ranch Show  

Extraco Exhibits Building  

Tuesday 8:00 am-6:00 pm  

Wednesday 8:00 am-4:00 pm                 FOR MORE INFORMATION SEE THE BROCHURE AT: 

http://stephenville.tamu.edu/files/2011/02/BIG-2016b-brochure-Extraco-FINAL.pdf 

THE SOMERVELL COUNTY 

CROP CIRCLE 
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The 18th Annual  Central Texas Beef Cattle Meeting  
January 17, 2017 @ 6:00pm 

Location TBA soon, Glen Rose, TX 
Registration at 5:30pm, Dinner at 6:00pm,  Programs at 6:30pm 

Cost of the program and meal is $10.00 and can be paid at the door.  
For more information and to RSVP, please call the Somervell County  

Extension Office at (254)897-2809 no later than January 13. 

Screwworms could have huge impact on livestock, hunting industries 
Writer: Steve Byrns, s-byrns@tamu.edu Contact: Dr. Sonja Swiger, slswiger@ag.tamu.edu 

STEPHENVILLE – The return of screwworms would deal a severe blow to the ranching and hunting industries, 

said a Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service veterinary entomologist at Stephenville. The observation by Dr. 

Sonja Swiger came as the result of the flesh-eating pest being confirmed in Florida. 

Swiger said Dr. Thomas Hairgrove, AgriLife Extension veterinary specialist, gave a presentation to producers, 

during which he said the cost to control the pest today in cattle alone could easily exceed $500 million annually. 

“Dr. Hairgrove also mentioned a price tag of $1 billion would be needed annually to eradicate screwworms from 

their former range, should it become re-established,” she said.  

The current infestation in deer is isolated to one of the Florida Keys, Swiger said. “Officials have blockaded the 

road to stop animal movement there now, but it is not known if any had moved to other areas of Florida before the 

discovery,” Swiger said. “They are using pesticides and releasing sterile male screwworm flies, which is the tech-

nique that finally eradicated the pest from the U.S. ” 

Swiger said the primary or New World screwworm as it’s called is a serious pest of all mammals, including live-

stock, wildlife, birds and humans, though its presence is rare but possible in birds and humans. 

“The primary screwworm, the ‘worm’ being the larval stage of a fly a bit larger than a housefly, is different from 

all other blow flies in the U.S.,” she said. “The difference is that it infests and feeds on living tissue in live ani-

mals. In contrast, blow flies feed on carrion and rotting meat.” Swiger said the female screwworm fly is attracted 

to wounds or mucous tissue on animals where she lays several hundred eggs. The larvae soon hatch and live in-

side the wound. As the wound festers, more females are attracted and lay their eggs. 

“If not stopped this pest would be catastrophic to the livestock and wildlife industries. Calves got the worst of it 

after birth before their navels had time to dry and heal. Dehorned animals were another prime host. Even ear tag-

ging, vaccinating and slight shearing nicks on sheep were enough to bring on a fly strike. It does not have to be a 

large wound to attract female flies. 

“Think about it, if screwworms returned, it could be the end of part-time ranching. Except for the dead of winter, 

stockmen would have to constantly watch their stock for ‘wormies.’ And white-tailed deer, which give birth in 

warm weather, and bucks in velvet with blood-engorged antlers, I expect would be easy targets as well.” 

After decades of trying to manage around screwworms in various ways, it was clear eradication was the only op-

tion to end the heavy losses, Swiger said. 

“The flies’ Achillies heel is the female’s habit of only mating one time,” Swiger said. “Once researchers discovered 

this fact, they could proceed with eradication strategies. The eradication program consisted of irradiating captive 

male flies, rendered them sterile. The sterile flies were dropped from airplanes into areas where screwworms were 

present. When large numbers of sterile males were released into infested areas, native females would mate with 

the sterile males and then lay infertile eggs. This worked, not overnight, but it did work.” 

“It is unknown at this time where this new Florida outbreak originated,” Swiger said. “If there is a silver lining to 

this dark cloud, it’s that the outbreak is on one of the Key islands, very far south and fairly isolated from the 

mainland. And luckily, the Keys did not get a direct hit from Hurricane Matthew, so we should not see a spread-

ing issue there.” 

Swiger said the last screwworm captured in the U.S. before this recent incursion was in 1982, before today’s 

younger ranchers and outdoorsmen were born. “This flesh-eating pest has the capability to cause extensive dam-

age in the southern and southwestern U.S.,” she said. “So, it is critical that people know about it and be on the 

lookout for it so we can stop screwworm re-infestation early if it shows up here again.” 
 

For more information on this study and to read the full article go to: http://today.agrilife.org/2016/10/11/expert-warns-

screwworm-return-huge-impact-livestock-hunting-industries/ 

mailto:s-byrns@tamu.edu
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Size matters when it comes to 

forages fed to beef cattle!  

Writer: Kay Ledbetter, skledbetter@ag.tamu.edu 

AMARILLO – Just how much 

forage does a ruminant need if a 

ruminant does need forage? Dr. 

Jenny Jennings, a Texas A&M 

AgriLife Research beef nutri-

tionist in Amarillo, and her 

team are on their second re-

search trial aimed at determin-

ing forage needs for proper ru-

mination in beef cattle consum-

ing high concentrate diets. “We want to feed finishing cat-

tle in an efficient manner that best utilizes our commodity 

resources while maintaining animal health and well-

being,” Jennings said. “Roughage has always been known 

to be an important part of a ruminant’s diet, but has been 

largely forgotten about in feedlot research,” she said. 

“Limited forage in a grain-based diet can result in metabol-

ic disorders on the back end, which can cost the producer 

and the packer money.” 

The dairy industry has done extensive forage research in 

this area, Jennings said, so “I wanted to see if we could 

come up with a natural abatement strategy with forage to 

prevent certain metabolic disorders in feedlot cattle. We 

know we need it, we just don’t know exactly how much and 

particular physical characteristics of the forage that can 

benefit the animal.” 

Her team is utilizing technology from the dairy industry to 

gather the data, including the use of rumination collars, 

something that hadn’t been done previously in beef cattle. 

These collars measure when and how long a feedlot animal 

is essentially chewing its cud. “We had no idea what the 

appropriate rumination time was of a finishing beef animal 

before this study,” Jennings said. 

She said they have several objectives with this multiyear 

study funded by the Beef Sustainability Initiative through 

AgriLife Research. The first year’s results were recently 

published in the Journal of Animal Science and can be 

found at http://bit.ly/2f8EkgU. 

The study included 54 head of cattle fed in 3 different 

treatments: inclusion of 5 percent long-particle forage, 5 

percent short-particle forage and 10 percent short-particle 

forage to the feed ration. At the conclusion of the first 

study using the collars, “we determined feedlots can in fact 

feed less of a larger particle size of forage and get the same 

results in rumination as a higher rate of small particle for-

age,” Jennings said.  

For more information on this study and to read the full 

article go to: http://today.agrilife.org/2016/11/24/size-

matters-comes-forages-fed-beef-cattle/ 

U.S. decline in meat protein consump-
tion; concern for Texas A&M scientist 

Writer: Blair Fannin, b-fannin@tamu.edu  

Contact: Dr. Guoyao Wu, g-wu@tamu.edu 

COLLEGE STATION – A 14% 

decline in U.S. consumer meat 

consumption over the past dec-

ade has caused alarm. Dr. 

Guoyao Wu, professor at Texas 

A&M University, said U.S. 

consumers have been over-

whelmed with misinformation about protein and fats 

in meats, which in turn has led to many consuming 

less meat or no meat at all. “Obesity rates have gone 

up the last 20 years, while consumption of meat has 

declined,” Wu said. “So I don’t believe that we can 

blame obesity on eating meat. Rather I think exces-

sive portion sizes and lack of exercise are more likely 

the causes of obesity.” 

Wu co-authored a paper that appeared in the Ameri-

can Society of Animal Science, http://bit.ly/2edWZv8, 

which examines the composition of amino acids in 

certain cuts of beef. According to the paper, meat con-

sumption helps build muscle protein and ameliorates 

muscle loss in the elderly. Wu said animal meat has 

lots of beneficial antioxidants, “which are extremely 

important to protect the gut, skin, heart, eyes, and 

other organs.’ Plants do not provide these antioxi-

dants. Wu said, “If you look at the population of some 

Asian countries, most males are short and the chil-

dren are stunted. Twenty years ago, one-third of the 

children were stunted. Now, less than 10 percent are 

stunted because of increased consumption of animal-

source protein in their diets.” 

In adult humans, there is a degenerative loss of skel-

etal muscle mass at the rate of 0.5 to 1 percent per 

year after the age of 50 years. The vegan diet results 

in a greater loss of skeletal muscle than the diet con-

taining both plant-and animal-source proteins in an 

appropriate ratio, Wu said. 

“Animal protein is generally more balanced in amino 

acid composition than plant protein, especially for 

children. If you look at some countries, children are 

stunted. They have primarily a corn-based diet. Corn 

contains so little amino acids compared with meat. 

When I see stunted children or adults in the U.S. due 

to limited or no consumption of animal protein, I feel 

very sad. Our country has the greatest abundance of 

protein, but some choose to live such an unhealthy 

lifestyle,” he said. 

For more information on this study and to read the full 

article go to: http://today.agrilife.org/2016/11/27/u-s-

decline-meat-protein-consumption-raises-concern-texas-

scientist/ 

http://bit.ly/2f8EkgU
http://today.agrilife.org/2016/11/24/size-matters-comes-forages-fed-beef-cattle/
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Contact Us! 

Somervell County Office 

1405 Texas Drive 

Glen Rose, TX 76043 

254-897-2809 

http://somervell.agrilife.org 

Zach Davis 

County Extension Agent 

Agriculture/ Natural Resources 

zadavis@ag.tamu.edu 

 

 
   

 

 

WINTER 2016-2017  
 

WEATHER OUTLOOK  
 

CLICK HERE FOR  

TEMPERATURE AND PRECIPITATION  

Weather forecast by Chris Coleman, meteorologist at ERCOT 
 

COMMODITY PRICES OUTLOOK  
CLICK HERE FOR  

BEEF MARKET 

Beef market outlook by Harlan Hughes of Beef Magazine 
 

CURRENT MARKET 
CLICK HERE FOR 

FUTURES PRICING 

Futures pricing by DTN, the Progressive Farmer 

Educational programs of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color, religion, 

sex, national origin, age, disability, genetic information or veteran status. The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department 

of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating 

If you know of anyone who 

would like to be added to our 

Ag Producers list, please 

have them contact us.  

http://somervell.agrilife.org/
mailto:zadavis@ag.tamu.edu
http://www.ercot.com/about/weather/updates
http://agebb.missouri.edu/mkt/bull2c.htm
https://www.dtnpf.com/agriculture/web/ag/markets/futures

