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  Texas Ag Commissioner approves 

killing feral hogs with poison 
By Craig Hlavaty, Houston Chronicle  

Texas Agriculture Commissioner Sid Mil-

ler approved the use of pesticides this 

week to aid in the killing of feral hogs, 

long a scourge of Texas landowners. The 

approved poison is called Kaput Feral 

Hog Lure and contains warfarin which is 

already used to kill larger rodents.  The 

nasty swine cost Texans nearly $52 mil-

lion in damages a year making eradicat-

ing them a major issue. Nationally, the 

cost Americans nearly $1.5 billion.   "This is going to be the hog apocalypse, if you 

like: If you want them gone, this will get them gone," Miller said.  Miller's office 

wrote in statement to Dallas' CBS11 they fully-researched the Kaput prod-

uct and considered the environmental impact. before approving its use on feral 

hogs  

"Kaput Feral Hog Bait has been researched extensively and field-tested in Texas 

over the past decade in partnerships with various state agencies including TDA. 

Hogs are susceptible to warfarin toxicity, whereas humans and other animals re-

quire much higher levels of exposure to achieve toxic effects," the statement said.  

The substance will only be available to licensed pesticide applicators, according 

to Miller's office, and dispensed in special hog feeders built for attracting the 

hogs.  

"Warfarin has been studied extensively in animals and is practically non-toxic to 

birds. Due to the insolubility of warfarin in water, there should be no impact to 

aquatic life. Non-target wildlife, livestock and domestic pets would have to ingest 

extremely large quantities over the course of several days to reach a toxic level of 

warfarin in the bloodstream," Miller's office added. The Texas A&M AgriLife Ex-

tension Service has approved of the use of warfarin. Texas Parks and Wildlife De-

partment has been consulted as well and they support this new feral hog control 

management practice.   

What about the nagging worry that a feral hog's meat is inedible? Some people say 

they taste just as good or better than standard pig flesh.  

"Warfarin at 0.005 percent as a feral hog toxicant has been shown to have a low 

level of residue in hog meat, especially in muscle tissue, which is what humans 

typically consume. One person would have to eat 2.2 lbs of hog liver–where the 

warfarin is most concentrated in the body–to achieve the same exposure as a hu-

man would receive in one therapeutic dose of warfarin." For more information on 

this article go to: http://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas/texas/article/Texas-

Ag-Commissioner-approves-killing-feral-hogs-10950587.php 

http://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas/texas/article/Texas-Ag-Commissioner-approves-killing-feral-hogs-10950587.php
http://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas/texas/article/Texas-Ag-Commissioner-approves-killing-feral-hogs-10950587.php
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Spring Ranch Management University  
April 3-7 2017 @ College Station, Texas 

 
Registration $500 attendance is limited to 40 people.  

Register online at http://agriliferegister.tamu.edu and enter “ranch management” in the search bar.  
Registration ends March 24th online.   

For additional information or late registration, contact Linda Francis at 979-845-2425 or l-francis@tamu.edu.  

SPONSOR 

LEVELS 
 

Platinum:  

$250.00 

Business printed on all 

event material. 

Booth space 

Provide promotional 

materials to guests 

Listed as break sponsor  

Recognized  

 

Gold: 

$175.00 

Business printed on  

program and banner 

Booth space 

Recognized  

 

Silver: 

$125.00 

Business printed on  

program and banner 

Booth Space 

 

Bronze: 

$50.00 or less 

Business printed on  

program  

http://agriliferegister.tamu.edu
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Grass-fed  

Beef Conference 

May 2-3 2017 

College Station, TX 

Writer: Blair Fannin, b-fannin@tamu.edu 

Contacts: Dr. Ron Gill, rgill@tamu.edu 

 Dr. Jason Cleere, jjcleere@tamu.edu 
 

Registration is $250 through April 15  

To register online, visit 

https://agriliferegister.tamu.edu/Beef  

and enter keyword “grassfed.” 
 

“This comprehensive program will cover all facets 

of grass-fed beef production,” said Dr. Jason 

Cleere, one of the conference instructors and Texas 

A&M AgriLife Extension Service beef cattle spe-

cialist in College Station. “From discussing cattle 

types best suited to grass-fed beef operations to 

sustainable production systems, there will be lots 

of information to take home and apply,” said Dr. 

Ron Gill, conference instructor and AgriLife Ex-

tension beef cattle specialist, College Station. 

Topics to be discussed will be: 

–       Overview of the U.S. beef industry. 

–       Natural, grass-fed and organic production 

systems, where can you best fit? 

–       Growing forage – production fundamentals of 

high quality grass finished beef. 

–       Cattle types suited for grass-fed beef. 

–       Forage-based nutrition for cattle. Can active-

ly growing forages meet nutritional demands or 

will you need harvested forages? 

–       Preventative herd health. 

–       Handling cattle for wholesome beef. 

–       Carcass fabrication…a demonstration. Un-

derstanding what you sell. 

–       Consumers and their expectations. 

–       Taste of Texas beef. 

–       Marketing a unique product. 

–       Sustainability. 

For more information  about the conference go to: 

http://today.agrilife.org/2017/02/20/grass-fed-beef-

conference-scheduled-may-2-3-college-station/ 

Texas Cattle Fever Ticks 
Writer: Steve Byrns, 325-653-4576, s-byrns@tamu.edu 

Contacts: Dr. Pete Teel, 979-845-3253, pteel@tamu.edu 

Dr. Sonja Swiger, 254-968-4144, slswiger@ag.tamu.edu 

 

COLLEGE STATION, TX- As 

of Feb. 1, more than 500,000 

acres in Texas are under vari-

ous quarantines outside of the 

permanent quarantine zone. 

Dr. Pete Teel, Texas A&M 

AgriLife Research entomolo-

gist at College Station, said the vigilance and cooperation 

of regulatory agencies, namely the Texas Animal Health 

Commission and the U.S. Department of Agriculture and 

the Animal and Plant Health Service, in collaboration with 

the livestock and wildlife industries are needed to detect, 

contain and eliminate cattle fever ticks. How risky is the 

disease? Teel said the Southern Region of the U.S. is home 

to more than 400,000 cattle operations producing a third of 

all fed cattle in the country. This region is the original dis-

tribution location of these ticks before the eradication pro-

gram, and climate modeling indicates it would still support 

these ticks today. Mortality in cattle without prior expo-

sure to the disease is estimated to range from 70-90 per-

cent. There are no protective vaccines and no approved 

drugs to treat sick animals in the U.S., he said. The U.S. 

Department of Agriculture has estimated that if eradica-

tion of these ticks had not occurred, cattle industry losses 

across the southern U.S. today would be about $1 billion 

annually.  The origin of the 

cattle tick is the Mediterrane-

an area where climates are 

relatively temperate, while 

the southern cattle tick is 

from the tropics of the Indian 

sub-continent. Thus, they 

were both successful in adapt-

ing to the southern climates of 

the U.S., as well as similar climates in Mexico, Central and 

South America. Teel said fever ticks remain on the same 

animal through their larval, nymphal and adult stages all 

the way through until the blood-engorged females drop off 

the host animal. Once off the host, females lay from 2,500-

4,000 eggs, and then die. The males remain on the animal 

to mate with more females. It takes 20 days from the time 

the larvae arrive on the host animal until the first females 

start dropping off with the most females leaving the host 

at about Day 25. So, animal movement during this period 

allows ticks to be dropped into new locations.  For more 

information on this study and read the full article go to: 

http://today.agrilife.org/2017/02/02/texas-cattle-fever-ticks-

back-vengeance/ 

https://agriliferegister.tamu.edu/Beef
http://today.agrilife.org/2017/02/20/grass-fed-beef-conference-scheduled-may-2-3-college-station/
http://today.agrilife.org/2017/02/20/grass-fed-beef-conference-scheduled-may-2-3-college-station/
http://today.agrilife.org/2017/02/02/texas-cattle-fever-ticks-back-vengeance/
http://today.agrilife.org/2017/02/02/texas-cattle-fever-ticks-back-vengeance/
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EQUINE HERPES VIRUS CONFIRMED IN DENTON COUNTY 

Here is what you need to know!!!! 
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Contact Us! 

Somervell County Office 

1405 Texas Drive 

Glen Rose, TX 76043 

254-897-2809 

http://somervell.agrilife.org 

Zach Davis 

County Extension Agent 

Agriculture/ Natural Resources 

zadavis@ag.tamu.edu 
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COMMODITY PRICES OUTLOOK  
CLICK HERE FOR  

BEEF MARKET 

Beef market outlook by Burt Rutherford of Beef Magazine 

 

CURRENT MARKET 
CLICK HERE FOR 

FUTURES PRICING 

Futures pricing by DTN, the Progressive Farmer 

Educational programs of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color, religion, 

sex, national origin, age, disability, genetic information or veteran status. The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department 

of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating 

If you know of anyone who 

would like to be added to our 

Ag Producers list, please 

have them contact us.  

http://somervell.agrilife.org/
mailto:zadavis@ag.tamu.edu
http://www.beefmagazine.com/marketing/2017-cattle-market-outlook-profitability-possible-cow-calf-producers
https://www.dtnpf.com/agriculture/web/ag/markets/futures

