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BQA TIP: 

Texas Beef Quality Assurance (TBQA) is a
collaborative effort between Texas and
Southwestern Cattle Raisers, Texas Beef
Council and Texas A&M AgriLife Animal Science
Extension Beef Group. ANSC Extension faculty
develop resources and conduct the
educational programming associated with the
industry- wide effort. The mission of the
program is to promote good management
practices for cattle producers, in an effort to
strengthen consumer confidence in beef as a
wholesome food product. 

 

Weaning is an important practice for cow-calf
producers to increase calf value and
performance going forward. When done
correctly on the ranch, sickness in calves is
very uncommon during the weaning process.
From a biosecurity standpoint, never bring in
outside cattle and put them with or next to
calves that have just been weaned.
Additionally, it is best not to mix groups of
calves at weaning from the same ranch if they
have been managed separately. One group
may contain a BVD persistently infected calf
that you don’t want to expose the other calves
too, especially during weaning.

Weaning and Calve Health 



 

Wow, what a difference a couple of days make.  We were so fortunate to get
some good rain for our pastures, hay meadows, and ponds. The recent rains
did not break the drought, but it did help.  With the recent rain event,
producers need to be diligent in watching their pastures and hay meadows
and be on the lookout for armyworms.  
The armyworm has four life stages: egg, larva, pupa and adult. The armyworm
has not shown the ability to diapause so its ability to survive winter depends
on the severity of the temperature. The armyworm does overwinter in the
southern regions of Texas in the pupa stage. The adult is a moth that migrates
northward as temperatures increase in the spring. The adult moth has a
wingspan of about 1.5 in. The hind wings are white; the front wings are dark
gray, mottled with lighter and darker splotched. Each forewing has a
noticeable whitish spot near the extreme tip.
Eggs are very small, and are laid in clusters of 50 or more and are covered with
grayish, fuzzy scales from the body of the female moth. The eggs are seldom
seen and are laid at the base of appropriate host plants.

Larvae hatch from the eggs and when full-crown larvae are green, brown, or
black and about 1 to 1.5 in. long when full grown. The larva has a dark head
capsule usually marked with a pale, but distinct, inverted "Y." The larvae
have five stages or instars and usually hide in debris on the soil surface in
the middle of the day. When full grown, larvae will enter the soil and form
the pupa stage. Adult moths emerge from pupae. Moths mate and lay eggs,
thus starting the life cycle over again. Lush plant growth is preferred by the
adults for egg laying.
Several generations (A generation is the development from egg to adult
stage.) occur each year and typically the life cycle from egg to adult takes 28
days. The life cycle can be extended if cooler temperatures occur and can last
up to several months. Armyworms in the spring and summer occur in more
distinct groups than later in the season. Populations of larvae often blend
together several generations and may appear to be continually occurring.

Be Diligent and Lookout for Armyworms
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 When feeding, larvae strip foliage and then move to the next available food.
High populations appear to march side by side to the new food. Thus, the name
armyworms have been applied. Armyworms attack many different kinds of
plants. When food is scarce, they will move to plants that are not normally
attacked. Thus, armyworms can be found on nearly any plant as they migrate in
search of edible foliage. Plants attacked by armyworms include: Bermuda grass,
grain and forage sorghum, corn, small grains, sweet potato, beans, turnip, clover,
spinach, cucumber, potatoes, tomatoes, and many more.
Damage consists of foliage consumption. The small larvae will chew the green
layer from the leaves and leave a clearing or "window pane" effect. The first
three instars do very little feeding while the last two instars consume 85% of the
total foliage consumed.
 Armyworms should be controlled when they occur in large numbers or
plant damage is becoming excessive. Preventive treatments normally are
not justified because attacks are sporadic and egg mortality is usually high.
During favorable seasons, a number of parasitic enemies keep fall
armyworm larvae down to moderate numbers. Early detection works best
and is achieved by frequent, thorough inspection of plants. Outbreaks
seem to occur shortly after a rain or supplemental irrigation. Armyworms
feed any time of the day or night, but are most active early in the morning
or late in the evening. Susceptible fields or lawns should be scouted by
counting the number of armyworms in a square foot area in 8 different
sites. Divide the total worm count by 8 to find the average number of
armyworms per square foot. Be sure to take samples in the interior of the
field because this pest is often heaviest near the field margins. Sometimes,
only the field margins require treatment.
 The threshold level ranges from two to three larvae per square foot for young
tender growth. For older plants, three to four larvae and obvious foliage loss
justify control measures. Thresholds in improved pastures and lawns vary with
conditions but treatment should be considered when counts average three or
more small worms per square foot. 

Be Diligent and Lookout for Armyworms
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*Lambda Cy Products (Lambda Cyhalothrin) - Pasture and rangeland grass, grass
grown for hay and silage and grass grown for seed. Pasture and rangeland grass
may be used for grazing or cut for forage 0 days after application. Do not cut grass
to be dried and harvested for hay until 7 days after the last application. This
product tends to be the most economical.

*Dimilin 2L (Diflubenzuron) Wait one day until harvest. Label does not list a
restriction on grazing and 1 day for hay. To be effective, Dimilin must be applied
before larvae reach ½ inch.Will not control larger larvae.Provides residual control
for up to 2-3 weeks, as long as forage is not removed from field. Dimilin acts as an
insect growth regulator.

Intrepid 2F (Methoxyfenozide) Do not harvest hay within 7 days of application.
There is no pre-harvest interval for grazing.Begin applications when first signs of
feeding damage appear. Use higher rates for heavier infestations. Intrepid is an
insect growth regulator.

Baythroid XL (Beta-Cyfluthrin) Pasture, rangeland, grass grown for hay and seed.
Labeled for control of small (1st and 2nd instar) fall army worms.Zero days to
grazing or harvesting hay.

What insecticides can be used on pastures and hay meadows?
Always read and follow all label instructions on pesticide use and restrictions.
Information below is provided for educational purposes only and is not an
endorsement of a particular product or company. Read current label before use.
These are just examples of pesticide products that control armyworms. 

Be Diligent and Lookout for Armyworms
                                               By: Clint Perkins

*Mustang Maxx (9.6% zeta-cypermethrin). The first pyrethroid insecticide
labeled on pastures and hay fields. Applications may be made up to 0 days for
forage and hay, 7 days for straw and seed screenings. Labeled for a large
number of insect pests, including armyworms, grasshoppers.
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Sevin 4F, Sevin XLR, Sevin 80S & Generics (Carbaryl) When applied to pastures, there
is a 14 day waiting period before grazing or harvesting for hay.

Malathion 57% and Malathion ULV. Zero days to harvest or grazing.

Prevathon (Chlorantraniliprole) Prevathon has a 0 day waiting period for harvest or
grazing and is not a restricted use insecticide. 

Vantacor- Same as Prevathon that is highly concentrated with lower use rates per
acre. 

*Besiege (Chlorantraniliprole +Lambda cyhalothrin) no grazing or haying
restrictions.

Tracer (Spinosad)Do not allow cattle to graze until spray has dried. Do not harvest
hay or fodder for 3 days after treatment. There is no pre-harvest interval for forage.
Treat when eggs hatch or when larvae are small. Use higher rates for larger larvae. 

Prev-Am (Sodium Tetraborohydrate Decahydrate) no grazing or haying restrictions.
It is listed as an insecticide, miticide, and Fungicide on label.

*Denotes that the pesticide is restricted use and a Texas Department of Agriculture
(TDA) applicator’s license to purchase product is needed.

Be sure and follow label directions when using any pesticide. The label is the law
when dealing with any pesticide. If you have any further questions, please contact
the Smith County Extension Office located at 1517 W. Front Street in Tyler or call
903-590-2980. 
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 Every self-respecting gardener knows that
you grow lilacs in the North and crapemyrtles
in the South. Even New York’s Liberty Hyde
Bailey knew this. In his 1917 Standard
Cyclopedia of Horticulture he stated that “The
crapemyrtle, Lagerstroemia indica, is to the
South what the lilac and the snowball are to
the North—an inhabitant of nearly every
home yard.” 
 The crapemyrtle received its common name
for its superficial resemblance (although no
relation) to the true myrtle (Myrtus) and for
its crape-like flowers. The Latin name of the
genus, Lagerstroemia, was given to the tree in
1759 by the Swedish botanist Linnaeus, in
honor of his friend Magnus von Lagerstroem
(1696–1759), Director of the Swedish East
Indies Company and an avid naturalist. 
 There are about fifty-five species of
Lagerstroemia, all native to Asia and the
Pacific Islands. Of all of these, only three are
cold hardy through most of the South, L.
indica, L. fauriei, and L. subcostata, with L.
indica, from China the only one common in
Southern gardens. It is likely the most
popular small flowering tree in the entire
South. It has been cultivated in its native
Southeast Asia for thousands of years. Our
crapemyrtle was suppos¬edly introduced to
the Royal Botanic Gardens at Kew, England in
1759. Its exact date of introduction into the
United States is unknown. Credit is often
given to Andre Michaux, who established a
nursery around Charleston, South Carolina,
around 1786. 

Crape Myrtle History 
By: Greg Grant 
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 Appar ently George Washington was one of
the first to attempt to grow crapemyrtles.
Records at Mount Vernon show that a ship
arrived in Philadelphia in April 1799 carrying
two plants and seed of L. reginae, as well as
seeds of L. indica. Bernard M’Mahon
mentioned L. indica in The American
Gardener’s Calendar in 1806. Crapemyrtle was
listed among the plants cultivated in 1811 at
the famous Elgin Botanic Garden in New York.
It wasn’t long before it began to spread across
the South. Records at Prince Nursery in New
York show that they were offering the
crapemyrtle for sale in 1827.  Thomas Affleck
mentioned the crapemyrtle in a letter to the
editor of the Natchez Daily Courier in 1854 but
didn’t have it listed in his 1851–52 Southern 

Crape Myrtle History
 By: Greg Grant 

Nurseries catalogue in Washington,
Mississippi. Montgomery Nurseries of
Montgomery, Alabama offered the
crapemyrtle in its 1860 catalogue. Langdon's
Nurseries, near Mobile, offered four varieties
(pink, purple, crimson, and white) in its 1881-
82 catalog. In Texas, T.V. Munson's Denison
Nurseries listed pink, crimson, and purple
crape myrtle in 1885, while in Frelsburg J.F.
Leyendecker's Pearfield Nursery catalog of
1888 said it was "too well known to require
description." Almost every abandoned
homesite in the South is marked by at least
one surviving crapemyrtle showing off
muscular trunks and exfoliating bark. This
toughness and survivability lead to their use
as a frequent cemetery ornamental and a
common urban street tree. 
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Has it Cooled Down Yet ?
                              By: Anthony Brown  

 After weeks and months of countless
hope for rainfall; parts of East Texas
finally received some much-
anticipated precipitation last week.
Although I don’t think any of us
thought it would have rained as much
as it did, some people got 6 inches to
even a foot. There are only a few more
weeks for summer to hang around,
and we will begin seeing temperatures
taper off. It soon will be time to get
your fall gardens together and cool
season forages planted for different
livestock species. Now that the soil is
getting some moisture, it’s a good time
to collect soil samples to see what
your pH is; determine different liming
recommendations and which regiment
of fertilizer that you would need to
spread out!

 

We will experience a recognizable growth in some warm season forages due
to the rainfall we are finally getting, but it won’t last long, and will stick
around until the first heavy frost. The first heavy frost normally comes
around the 15th of November, but in the past couple of years it has come a
couple weeks later than normal. If you do still plan to establish a winter
grazing pasture, be sure to eliminate all warm season competition. You want
to ensure that you get as much assistance from winter pastures this year
because of the increase in price we’ve seen to produce and purchase hay due
to high fertilizer prices and this year’s severe drought conditions. It is
recommended to plant your winter pastures between late September and mid
to late October. 1



Has it Cooled Down Yet ?
                              By: Anthony Brown  

There are many varieties of cool
season forages that you can plant.
There are several different types of
rye grass such as: Gulf Coast,
Nelson, Triangle T, TAMBO, and TAM
90 are just a few that can be planted
for a good forage this winter.
Legume planting is also a great
forage recommendation for winter
grazing.  Legumes are special due to
their ability to add nitrogen to the
soil which in return will naturally
raise your pH. Arrowleaf, Ball,
White, Red, and Clemson are a few
types of clovers that can be planted.
However, vetch and winter peas can
be used for legume purposes as well. 

If you like more information on seeding rates, fertilizer recommendations,
different planting methods, how to prepare seedbed for planting, and grazing
restrictions. There are several publications on our website that are very
helpful in establishing and maintaining winter forages. Now, when it come to
the garden make sure that you do your garden in a very well-drained
designated area for good water absorption for irrigation purposes. There are
many vegetable crops that you will be able to plant this fall: mustard, turnip,
and collard greens, lettuce, onions, radish, brussels sprouts, broccoli,
cabbage, and cauliflower fair best in the cooler months of the year. Access
the vegetable garden planting guide that is located at the back of this
newsletter to know when the best time is to plant these vegetables. Visit our
website to get specific vegetable publications or call our Extension office if
you have any questions. We also have soil testing bags, and directions on how
to properly collect samples here at the office. 
**NOTE** Doing a $12 soil sample can save you thousands of dollars. 
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Plant Care
·Prepare beds for fall planting by adding organic compost.
·Dig and divide oxblood and lycoris bulbs while in bloom or when they just
finish.
·Mulch about 3 inches to prevent weeds and protect against winter damage.
·Plant cool-season leafy vegetables such as lettuce, spinach, broccoli,
cabbage, kale, collards, mustard, turnip, radish, dill, cilantro and parsley
·Trim hedges and shrubs last time before winter.
·Seed bluebonnets and other wildflowers. Barely cover the seeds and firm or
tamp down the soil.
·Seed poppies, larkspur, hollyhock, and Queen Anne’s lace.
·Stop shearing fall blooming perennials such as garden mums, cigar plant,
aster, and Mexican bush sage to allow for fall blooms.
·Prune roses (Labor Day) for nice fall bloom. Do not fertilize. Most antique
roses and shrub roses only neat a light shearing to shape them.

Fertilize
·Winterize lawn. Use 3:1:2 ratio such as 15-5-10, 18-6-12, 28-3-12, etc.
Water in well.
·Stop fertilizing warm season perennials and tropicals.

Pests
·Watch for aphids, caterpillars, scale, lace bugs, mites, white flies, and thrips.
Control with an appropriately labeled insecticide following all label
directions.
·Apply BT (Bacillus thuringiensis) to cabbage, cauliflower, broccoli, Brussels
sprouts, collards, and kale to protect from cabbage loopers.
Apply pre-emergent herbicide to established lawns with annual infestations
to prevent cool season weeds such has henbit, chickweed, and lawn burweed. 

Things to do in September 



Helpful Resources 




















