
B Q A  T I P :  H o r n  F l i e s
s o d  s e e d i n g  W i n t e r
p a s t u r e  
S u n s c a l d  o n  m a p l e s
H e a t  e x h a u s t i o n   
T H I N G S  T O  D O  
H E L P F U L  R E S O U R C E S  
V E G E T A B L E  P L A N N I N G
G U I D E  
U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S   

Inside This Issue:

AGRICULTURE &
HORTICULTURE

Clint Perkins
SMITH COUNTY EXTENSION AGENT 

AGRICULTURE & NATURAL
RESOURCES

 

T H E  O F F I C I A L  M O N T H L Y  N E W S L E T T E R  O F  T E X A S
A & M  A G R I L I F E  S E R V I C E  O F  S M I T H  C O U N T Y

Greg Grant 
SMITH COUNTY EXTENSION
 AGENT HORTICULTURE 

   
Anthony Brown 

SMITH COUNTY EXTENSION AGENT 
AGRICULTURE & NATURAL

RESOURCES
 

August 2022  



Especially in the summer months, horn files create
challenges for both cattle welfare and your bottom line. 
When looking for a solution to combat horn flies, look for
this ingredient: piperonyl butoxide. Its a synergist included in
some pyrethroid formulations that inhibits the breakdown of
the active ingredient, improving the effectiveness of the
product. 
Consider selecting pour-on pyrethroid products that
contain piperonyl butoxide for improved fly control. if
included, piperonyl butoxide will be listed on the label. 
if a pyrethroid is used in a spray or rub, consider adding
piperonyl butoxide to the mix. 
Searching for piperonyl butoxide online will results in a few
products options, so make sure the product label states it
can be used on livestock. 

BQA TIP: Horn Flies 

Texas Beef Quality Assurance (TBQA) is a collaborative
effort between Texas and Southwestern Cattle Raisers,
Texas Beef Council and Texas A&M AgriLife Animal Science
Extension Beef Group. ANSC Extension faculty develop
resources and conduct the educational programming
associated with the industry- wide effort. The mission of the
program is to promote good management practices for cattle
producers, in an effort to strengthen consumer confidence in
beef as a wholesome food product. 

 



  The weather this year has been just plain dry. The drought
started last winter and has not let up. Most parts of North-East
Texas are in a severe to extreme drought as we speak. According
to Brian Bledsoe, who is a meteorologist in Colorado and
presented at the 2022 Texas A&M Beef Cattle Short Course in
College Station a couple of days ago, said that we are still in an
La Nina weather pattern that is 

expected to last into the heart of winter. It is showing signs of
weakening by spring planting season. A La Nina weather pattern
usually indicates a dry to drought conditions here in East Texas.He
also pointed out that with a La Nina weather pattern usually
means that we will have a more active hurricane season. The
middle of August could see some tropical storm development as
signals are pointing in that direction. He also pointed out that the
La Nina has occurred three times straight, which he referred to
“triple dipping”, and there has never been a fourth straight La
Nina weather pattern. 
 With hay supplies being very limited, producers need to begin
planning to have a winter pasture in August to be planted in the
middle of September to October time frame. This is the time to
sod seed small grains such as cereal rye, wheat, oats, and
ryegrass into bermuda grass or bahia grass pastures for some
late winter and early spring grazing. This could also let you
supplement your hay supply. I would go ahead and book the seed
now. Small grain pasture provides high quality forage which can
supplement (if limit grazed) or substitute for hay to carry your
herd through to next spring.

It is Time to Start Planning A Strategy for Sod
Seeding Winter Pasture into Warm Season Forages 
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  Small grain pasture provides high quality forage which can
supplement (if limit grazed) or substitute for hay to carry your
herd through to next spring. When the small grains are sod
seeded into existing bermuda grass or bahia grass pastures, it
provides solid footing for cattle through wet periods. Sod seeding
also allows small grains to be grown in areas where seedbed
preparation is not feasible.
 In many places, wheat is the small grain of choice, but cereal rye
and ryegrass can also be used. Cereal rye usually will cost a little
more per acre to establish due to the higher price of seed.
However, cereal rye has more fall growth potential and normally
provides better fall grazing. It is the best cold tolerant of the
small grains. Cereal rye will end its growing season early in the
spring allowing bermuda grass to begin its growing season with
little or no competition. Ryegrass is less expensive to establish but
does not provide much fall or early winter grazing when sod
seeded. The growing season for ryegrass does not end until May-
June, which makes it compete with early bermuda grass or bahia
grass growth.This competition limits bermuda grass production
during its most productive time of year. Wheat provides moderate
fall grazing and lasts longer than cereal rye, but not as long as
ryegrass. By utilizing small grain forage by early May will reduce
competition with warm season grasses.  I do not recommend
planting wheat if you have sandy soils.

It is Time to Start Planning A Strategy for Sod
Seeding Winter Pasture into Warm Season Forages 

By: Clint Perkins 

 

2



Hold off nitrogen applications until there is a frost that will cause
the warm season grasses to go into dormancy. Apply 50 to 60
lbs. of actual nitrogen (108 to 130 lbs. of urea or 150 to 180 lbs
of ammonium nitrate) after the warm season grass goes
dormant. 
An additional top-dress of 60 to 80 lbs. of nitrogen will need to
be applied in late January or early February. Increasing the
stocking rate in the spring will take advantage of the abundant
forage produced in the early spring.Try to graze the winter
pasture out by the end of April to allow for bermuda grass
fertilization and growth.
 Small grains can be a tool to help extend hay supplies and
increase milk production in fall and early winter calving cows. I
have 3 different publications I wrote on Winter Pasture
Establishment here in the office for pick up or you can visit out
Smith County webpage at https://smith.agrilife.org/agriculture-
natural-resources/clints-winter-pasture-publications/ and
download the publications. Remember to keep a high magnesium
mineral out for cows that are nursing calves and running on
small grain pastures.

If you have any questions, please contact Clint Perkins at the
Smith County Extension  office located at 1517 West Front Street,
suite 116 in Tyler, or call 903-763-2924
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Hot temperatures occur every summer in Texas and can cause
ugly scars on young smooth tree trunks. Sunscald is a
physiological disorder that occurs on the lower part of the trunk
on the southwest side, typically on young trees. Thin barked
trees such as Japanese maples, red maples, and dogwoods are
especially susceptible, but even young oaks can succumb to the
problem.
The trunk damage is most prevalent on young, recently planted
trees that have not developed a thick, corky insulating bark. The
damage usually starts a few inches above the ground and
extends as high as the first branches.
Sunscald is a summertime problem. Trees are kept cool by
transpiration, the evaporation of water from the leaves. If a tree
is newly planted or a severe drought occurs, transpiration can
be slowed and temperatures in the tree can begin to increase.
Not only does transpiration cool the leaves but the flow of water
through the tree trunk also cools the trunk. Temperatures near
140⁰F are lethal to most cells. In drought conditions, established
oak trees with thick bark have been measured with
temperatures above 135⁰F, so one can only imagine the trunk
temperature of a young, newly planted red maple in an asphalt
parking lot or next to the sidewalk in a new subdivision.
The southwest side of the tree gets the most sun so that portion
of the trunk will be the hottest. Usually there is no bark cracking
when this kind of injury occurs, but a year or two after the
damage a flat side of the trunk will develop and new bark growth
will push in from the side of the wound, pushing the old, dead
bark off of the trunk.

Sunscald on Maples 
                            By: Greg Grant 
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Usually trees survive, but the trunk is
disfigured for years, and the open wound
can be the source for borers or a hollow
tree later in the tree’s life.
Preventing sunscald injury means paying
special attention to watering during the
first few years of establishment for young
trees. Keeping the tree trunk out of direct
sunlight during the heat of summer is the
first consideration. Retaining as many of
the lower branches as possible on young
trees and wrapping the trunk with a light-
colored tree wrap that reflects the sun’s
heat away both work. Thereafter,
watering during prolonged periods of
drought is also important until the tree
develops a large enough canopy to shade
its trunk during the heat of summer.

Sunscald on Maples 
                            By: Greg Grant 

There is no quick cure for trees that have experienced this problem. First
assess the damage and see what percentage of the tree trunk’s
circumference is girdled. This will approximately equal the percentage of
reduced growth and vigor in the surviving tree. If the damage is less than
halfway around the tree and new callus growth is growing into it, the tree
may be worth saving by cleaning the dead bark and wood from the
wound, mulching, lightly fertilizing each spring and fall, and watering
deeply once a month during June, July, and August. However, replacement
in the fall or winter is often the best option.
Source: University of Arkansas Cooperative Extension Service 2



Last month we talked about dealing with the drought and
different strategies on how to irrigate crops, and keep livestock
hydrated in this treacherous heat. I also touched on the cattle
markets and the affects it will have on the industry if we do not
get the amount of rainfall needed. Not only do we need to
protect our livestock, flowers, and other garden crops, but we
should be careful when protecting ourselves out in this heat. It
seems like temperatures are getting warmer and warmer every
year. Whatever the actual temperature is outside, you can
always add 5-10 degrees more due to the heat advisory. East
Texas is in a very humid region of the state, so this increases the
chances of people getting ill behind the hot temperatures. When
working outside in these conditions work becomes harder and
can lead to impaired decisions that can cause harm to you or
those working alongside of you. Every year in the United States
about seven hundred people die from heat related illness. As
you get older chances of you succumbing to a heat stroke
increases. There are signs to identify that you may be getting
ready to have a heat stroke or getting close to the level of heat
exhaustion. When you are out working in heat your body will
begin to naturally try and cool down by releasing sweat from
glands under your skin. Due to our humidity levels, it is more
difficult to cool our bodies because sweat evaporates at a
slower rate. Our heart rate will begin to speed up due to the
flow of blood trying to get to the surface of the skin.
Experiencing excessive heat will cause you to have heat
exhaustion, heat cramps, heat rash, and in extreme cases--heat
strokes. Heat strokes are the most severe heat related sickness.
One sure sign someone is about to have a heat stroke is when
they no longer break out in a sweat.

Heat Exhaustion By: Anthony Brown  
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              Heat strokes are the most severe heat related sickness.
One sure sign someone is about to have a heat stroke is when
they no longer break out in a sweat. Body temperature of a
person that is a having a heat stroke can reach up to 105 degrees
Fahrenheit, and the person begins to be confused, irritable,
hallucinates, and complains of body chills. If the body does not
cool down immediately, death will soon follow. Call EMS as soon
as possible, move person to a cooler, soak their clothes with
water, and fan their body to help cool them down. People who
have different chronic diseases, consume alcohol regularly, are
obese, and have had a previous heat illness episode will have
heat strokes at a higher rate than a more physically fit individual.
After a heat stroke you should let your body rest for 5 to 10 days
depending on the severity of the stroke. The best way you can
help prevent getting sick in the heat is to become accustomed to
it. Slowly begin to work in the heat for short amounts of time and
increase the amount of time you spend in the heat gradually.
Workers should ease the work they are performing, slow down
and not rush when trying to complete a task then rest
periodically. Make sure to remain hydrated by drinking fluids such
as Water, Gatorade, and any fluids that contain electrolytes. Do
not wait to drink when you become thirsty because by then you
may already be experiencing dehydration. It is extremely hot this
year and during most newscasts, meteorologists advise people to
remain indoors during the peak temperature of the day. Watch
the heat advisories each day to keep track of peaking
temperatures. Always make sure you let someone know your
whereabouts if you plan to go out by yourself.
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Things to do in August 
Plant Care
• Watch for signs of drought stress in plantings.  Apply
necessary deep soaking supplemental water as needed.  Large-
leaved plants such as hydrangeas, cannas, and elephant ears
may need extra water during drought.  Keep plants mulched to
minimize drought stress.

• Remove spent blooms and bloom stalks of cannas.  Apply Bt as
needed for canna leaf rollers.

• Last chance to plant plant beans, cucumbers, and squash in the
vegetable garden for a fall crop.

• Continue to irrigate lawn, annuals, and vegetables once per
week (one inch of water); azaleas perennials, and Japanese
maples every two weeks; and shrubs, vines, groundcovers, and
shade trees once per month until fall rains begin.

• Continue to watch for chinch bugs on St.  Augustine grass in hot,
sunny, exposed locations.  Treat immediately as needed with
appropriately labeled insecticide.

• Remove trees killed or severely damaged by Winter Storm Uri
and summer drought.

• Deadhead (remove) spent blossoms and seed-heads on annuals
and perennials.

Odds and Ends
• Provide much needed water for the birds.  Change nectar in
hummingbird feeders every week as heat causes the nectar to
ferment.

• Guard against mosquitoes by eliminating standing water in
containers. Use mosquito dunks (Bacillus thuringiensis israelensis)
in bird baths and garden ponds.

• Sharpen lawn mower blades for a cleaner cut.



Helpful Resources 











Please call the office with any questions
regarding drop off locations and Hay Show Rules 








