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Texas Beef Quality Assurance (TBQA) is a collaborative effort
between Texas and Southwestern Cattle Raisers, Texas Beef Council
and Texas A&M Animal Science Extension Beef Group. ANSC
Extension faculty develop resources and conduct the educational
programming associated with the industry - wide effort. The mission
of the program is to promote good management practices for cattle
producers, in an effort to strengthen consumer confidence in beef as
a wholesome food product. 

BQA TIP: FACTS ON HAIR SHEDDING 
When it comes to handing hot and humid conditions, an
animal's ability to shed its coat becomes increasingly
important. That's why some breed associations are
collecting hair shedding scores at calculate an EPD for this
moderately heritable trait.
Late April and May are generally ideal times to evaluate hair
shredding differences among animals. A scoring  system
from 1(100% shed; slick summer hair coat) to 5 (no shed; full
winter coat) is commonly used to evaluate hair shedding.
Research shows a 12 -pound increase in calf weaning weight
from every one-point drop in hair shedding score. 
 
(This "BOA Tip" is excerpted monthly from the cattleman
magazine.)



 

HOMEOWNER’S GUIDELINES TO SKUNK CONTROL 
Over the past several days, I have noticed an influx of dead skunks on the
road and have smelled them numerous times during the night.  I have had
several questions asking how to get rid of skunks that have gotten under
a pier and beam house.  Getting rid of them is a big chore so the best
skunk control that I can think of is prevention. 
Skunks usually breed in the spring, from February to May. A second
mating may occur later, if the skunk did not find a mate, or fails to
impregnate. Skunks usually give birth in May or June, with the average
litter being 5 to 8 babies. During the fall months skunks are usually
looking for food and places to den.  Skunks are usually nocturnal, coming
out well after dark.  If you find skunk out during the daytime hours, that is
one indication of rabies.   
Always be wary of skunks because they are the primary source of rabies
in Texas.  Human and domestic pet contact with skunks should be
avoided at all times.  Also do not forget to vaccinate all pets for rabies. 
 Again, prevention is your best defense.  
Skunks are often attracted to residential areas by the availability of food,
water and shelter. They can be encouraged to leave by reducing or
eliminating these attractants. 

 

Homeowner's Guidelines to Skunk Control 
                              By: Clint Perkins 

 
Please adhere to the following guidelines:
•  Do not leave pet food or water outside at night. Remove all remaining
food scraps and water bowls each evening. Store pet food in animal
proof containers inside the garage or home.
•  Pick up trash, and ensure that garbage cans possess tight-fitting lids.
Tie trashcans down to prevent tipping or keep them in the garage or
other structure until the morning of trash pickup.
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• Harvest your garden vegetables as soon as they are ripe. You can install
motion-detection lights to discourage midnight feeding by skunks and
other animals.
• Skunks causing lawn and turf damage may be encouraged to leave by
controlling grubs, worms, and other subsoil insects. Chemicals to control
these insects may be obtained at hardware or garden supply stores.
• Remove large woodpiles or junk piles to prevent skunks from making a
den under them. Store items up off the ground, at least 18 inches. Cover
compost piles completely and tightly with a heavy tarp.
• Burrows underneath raised decks, porches, and sheds are favorite den
sites for skunks, particularly beneath structures having latticework or
heavy landscaping covering the perimeter, which provides perfect cover
and protection from predators. You can fence out skunks from these
areas by using ½ inch hardware cloth or chicken wire. Dig a trench 6 to 8
inches deep and 8 to 10 inches wide around the base of the deck, porch,
or shed. Then attach the top of the hardware cloth or chicken wire to the
lower side of the structure with fencing staples and extend it down into
the trench and across the bottom of the trench in an "L" away from the
base of the structure. Finally, refill the trench. Skunks are very good
diggers and will readily dig under improperly-installed fencing.
•Skunks will also nest in crawlspaces if they can. Be sure all openings are
sealed with vents, hardware cloth, or boards. Check these regularly to be
sure they are in good repair.
•Discourage nesting by placing a nylon stocking filled with mothballs or
an ammonia-soaked rag in den sites or burrows. Attach a long string to
these items for easy removal. Make sure the animals have vacated
before filling in any burrows. 

Homeowner's Guidelines to Skunk Control 
                              By: Clint Perkins 
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Attach a long string to these items for easy removal. Make sure the
animals have vacated before filling in any burrows. Filling in a hole with
an animal still inside will cause a horrible, cruel death as well as a
repulsive stench. To be sure the skunk has withdrawn from the site,
sprinkle a dusting of white flour around the burrow and look for telltale
exit paw prints.
• If you encounter a skunk, especially during the day, do not approach or
harass the animal. Leave the animal alone, and it should depart, most
likely during the evening or night. If the animal remains out in the open
during the day for more than a day, it may be ill or injured, and Animal
Control should be call immediately. NEVER HANDLE A SICK OR INJURED
WILD ANIMAL; ALWAYS CALL FOR PROFESSIONAL ASSISTANCE.
• Be persistent in your weekly efforts to skunk-proof your property.
Skunks won’t nest if the property is undesirable to habitation or the
environment is harassing to them.

PREVENTION IS THE BEST POLICY FOR SKUNK CONTROL.  If you have
any questions, please contact Clint Perkins with the Smith County
Extension Office located at 1517 West Front Street, Tyler Texas 75702 or
call 903-590-2980

Homeowner's Guidelines to Skunk Control 
                              By: Clint Perkins 
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If you haven’t planted your tomatoes yet you’ll want to get it done
as soon as possible. Tomatoes are planted from transplants after all
danger of frost in the spring. They cannot tolerate frost or freeze
and thrive with mild and moderately warm temperatures in spring
and early summer. Tomatoes do not set fruit in the heat of our
summers (above 92 degrees) which leaves only a small window of
opportunity in the spring to form fruit. This makes planting time
critical. If you plant too soon (before March 15), frost will often kill
them. However, if you plant too late (after April 15) you severely
reduce your production. The ideal transplant is 6-8 inches tall, dark
green, and has 6-8 healthy leaves. Avoid those that are yellow-
green, purple-green, or tough and woody. These are stunted and
will not produce a bountiful harvest. Often summer heat, drought,
and insects kill spring planted tomatoes in Texas and that’s normal.

Tomatoes require at least 8 hours of direct sunlight each day for
maximum yields. Tomatoes do best in rich, loamy soils. Due to a
problem with root infecting, microscopic nematodes (typical of
sandy soils) or soil born diseases, it is best to avoid areas where
these have been a problem or where tomatoes have grown the
previous year. It is ideal to till in several inches of compost or
organic matter and incorporate 2 pounds of a complete lawn (15-5-
10, 18-6-12, etc.) per 100 square foot of bed or every 35 feet of row
before planting. In small plantings incorporate 2 teaspoons per
square foot or foot of row. 

Its Tomato Planting Time 
                                  By Greg Grant 

Organic fertilizers of any kind are good for tomatoes but because
they are lower in nutrients you have to use more for the same
results. The ideal soil pH for growing tomatoes is 6.0-7.0. 1



Its Tomato Planting Time 
                                  By Greg Grant 

Tomato transplants should be planted in well cultivated soil. Dig
holes twice as wide and at least as deep as the existing pots they
are growing in. Tomatoes can form roots along their stem so tall
plants should have the lower several inches of their stems buried
beneath the
soil. By planting them deeper you produce a stronger plant with
more roots. Strip any foliage off the lower stem that is to be
beneath the ground and place into the hole. Gently firm the soil
around them. Water thoroughly with a water-soluble plant food
such as Miracle Grow at half the labeled rate.
Caged tomatoes produce more high-quality fruit and have fewer
disease problems. The best of all supports for tomatoes are
sturdy homemade cages made from concrete reinforcing wire or
cattle panels. They should be at least 60 inches high and 24
inches across. It is best to tie them to two rebar stakes (or t-posts)
hammered into the ground to prevent tall plants from toppling
over. Suckers do not need to be removed from the base of the
plants. All foliage is necessary in Texas to keep the tomato fruit
from sunburning.
Some recommended tomato varieties for Texas are Better Boy,
BHN 589, Bobcat, Celebrity (the best for beginners), Florida 91,
Harris-Moran 8849, Parks Whopper, Phoenix, Red Deuce, Red
Snapper, Sunbright, Tycoon, and Valley Cat. Most cherry and
small fruited varieties do well and most patio types do not.
Unfortunately, heirloom tomatoes and other indeterminate types
don’t produce very well in East Texas. 2



It’s that time of the year, everyone is eager to get outside to plant
and enjoy the sunshine. Well, this also includes all the rodents, and
other inhabitants that have been dormant during the cooler
months. It is important to make sure that you are on the lookout
for SNAKES. Although there are many species of snakes here in
East Texas, you need to be able to identify the most common
snakes sighted and determine if they are venomous or non-
venomous. When out and about this spring it is very important
that you know which snakes you need to remove from your
properties once you spot them.   
The four snakes we must watch out for in the ETX region are the
rattlesnakes, copperheads, cottonmouths, and coral snakes. First
thing you need to look at the snake’s head and see if their head is
broad with cat like pupils and has a triangular head.  These snakes
are most likely venomous, and they also have a hole on their faces
for heat sensing which is located between the eye and nose.
Venomous snakes have a distinct pattern and coloring on their
scales. Another way that you will be able to determine between
them is their behavior; a venomous snake is very territorial and
will strike at whatever it senses as a threat. Unlike non-venomous
snakes, venomous snakes have fangs that release venom when
they lock onto their prey; eventually killing their next meal.
 When you are around water locations in the next coming months
be aware of your surroundings. Cottonmouths and Water
Moccasins will swim on the surface of water, compared to non-
venomous snakes they will swim with their heads on the surface
but bodies below the surface.  Identifying the coral snake, it may
be the most difficult venomous snake due to its scale pattern. The
coral snake is closely related to the Scarlet King and Florida Scarlet
King snakes. There’s a little riddle that you should get familiar with
to help you identify the coral snakes quicker, “Red touch yellow,
kill a fellow, red touch black, friend of Jack”. 

Be on the lookout for those NO-HIPS
                              By: Anthony Brown 
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Rattlesnakes may be the least smart out of all the venomous
snakes because they are the noisiest with their rattle on the end of
their tails.” Not all snakes are bad, some snakes are very helpful to
the ecosystem and help keep it a balanced with many small rodents
that could overpopulate rather quickly. Rat snakes, water snakes,
Texas king snakes, are just a few that fit into this category. Paying
close attention to detail will be the most helpful way of limiting the
chances of getting bit.  
Snakes can be hard to recognize and our lack of attention to what
we are doing when walking in the woods or working in the yard can
add to the problem. Many snakes cannot be seen easily due to their
ability to camouflage in their habitats. Some homeowners in this
area will use moth balls, sulfur, or snake repellents to keep snakes
away from their homes, however; piles of rocks, long standing
brush piles, unbothered piles of trash and debris, and wood piles,
are common places where these creatures find as a nice hang out
spot. 
Typically, snakes can eat one big meal and not have to eat again for
two weeks to a month. If you do get bit, you should try and take a
picture of the snake if possible or try to remember how the snake
looked and identify its head. Even if the snake is non- venomous
you still need to go to the hospital, because they carry harmful
bacteria in their mouths. You should get to the hospital as quickly
as possible because every second counts after you get bit by a
venomous snake. If you do spot a venomous snake, dispose of it as
you may, but the best thing to do is call the local animal control
center or local game warden to help assist with the removal.   

Be on the lookout for those NO-HIPS
                              By: Anthony Brown 
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Plant Care 
• Pinch or shear back growth of annuals and perennials to encourage more
compact plants with more blooms and less flopping.  
• Allow bulbs to complete their growing cycle.  Allow the foliage to die
naturally.  This encourages bulbs to store enough energy to produce a
bigger and better crop of flowers for next year.  Most spring and fall bulb
foliage can be cut back after Mother’s Day (Memorial Day even better) or
when yellow or brown.  
• Deadhead roses, annuals, and perennials to encourage more blooms.  
• Remove damaged limbs from trees and shrubs after spring storms. Do not
leave stubs or ragged edges. 
• Maintain organic mulch around trees, shrubs, perennials, annuals, and
vegetables but do not cover stems or practice “volcano mulching.”  
• Sidedress tomato and pepper plants with nitrogen every 2-3 weeks until all
fruit is harvested.  All other spring veggies need 1-2 applications during the
season. 
• Shear (and fertilize) azaleas to make them full and dense. 
 
Pests 
• Check azaleas for lace bugs, especially in sunny locations. Damaged leaves
look stippled or bleached and have shiny black spots on the undersides. 
 Apply systemic insecticide before damage is unsightly.  
• Watch for cabbage loopers on broccoli, cabbage, and related plants.  Apply
Bt organic worm killer. 
• Treat fire ant mounds as needed. 
• Protect beneficial insects when applying pesticide. 
  
 
Odds and Ends 
• Provide water for the birds.  
• Keep hummingbird feeders filled.  Discard any nectar left in feeders after a   
week as it can ferment in hot weather.  
• Fertilize young or unhealthy lawns (if you can afford it!).  Mow frequently. 
• See aggieturf.tamu.edu for lawn care information. 

Things to do in May 



Helpful Resources 



Vegetable Garden Planting Guide 













Smith County Ag Tour 

Save the date 

May 20, 2022 

Details coming soon 












