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Disposition is an important trait to all cattle producers. 
Temperamental cattle may not perform as well as calm animals,
and are more likely to hurt someone, injure themselves or damage
facilities. Additionally, shrink will generally increase in high-strung
animals. 
Seedstock producers should formally record and submit docility
scores on all animals. Commercial producers should make note of
any animals with docility concerns and not keep any of the
progeny. 
Consider evaluating animals in an alley by themselves or with just
one or two others for the best temperament assessment.
 
(This "BOA Tip" is excerpted monthly from the cattleman
magazine.)

BQA TIP: SEEK OUT CALM CATTLE 

Texas Beef Quality Assurance (TBQA) is a collaborative effort
between Texas and Southwestern Cattle Raisers, Texas Beef Council
and Texas A&M Animal Science Extension Beef Group. ANSC
Extension faculty develop resources and conduct the educational
programming associated with the industry - wide effort. The mission
of the program is to promote good management practices for cattle
producers, in an effort to strengthen consumer confidence in beef as
a wholesome food product. 
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Every year I get numerous phone calls from East Texas pond owners who lose
part or all of their farm pond fish population due to an oxygen depletion.  Oxygen
depletion is not the only cause of fish die-offs in Texas ponds, but about 85% of
the time it is the most common cause of fish kills.  Pond owners should be aware
of the causes, signs and corrective measures to lessen the likelihood of
experiencing oxygen depletions.
There are many factors or combinations of factors that can contribute to oxygen
depletion. The most common factors (not all of which can be controlled by the
pond owner) which account for the majority of oxygen depletions in Texas farm
ponds are as follows:

(1)  SEASON - Most oxygen depletions occur in warm weather, usually June-
September. Warm water holds less oxygen than does cool water. In addition, fish
experience a faster metabolic rate as water temperature increases, therefore
their requirement for oxygen increases. As a result, more oxygen is needed by the
fish during a season when less is available. The fish are therefore more likely to
become stressed during the warmer months.

(2) WEATHER CONDITIONS - Sunlight is necessary for phytoplankton to produce
oxygen through photosynthesis. Several cloudy days in succession will limit
photosynthesis, which then decreases oxygen production. If the cloud cover is
accompanied by hot, still weather, conditions continue to worsen. The oxygen
demand by fish and plants can exceed the rate oxygen is replaced so conditions
become conducive for a depletion to occur. Another weather condition conducive
to oxygen depletion is cold wind and/or rain during the summer. Usually, ponds
are stratified during the summer season, with a warm oxygen-rich layer of water
near the surface and a cooler oxygen-deficient layer of water on the bottom. Cold
wind and/or rain causes these two layers to mix rapidly, resulting in the
breakdown of organic material present on the bottom. This process removes
oxygen that would normally be available for fish to utilize
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(3) EXCEEDING THE CARRYING CAPACITY OF THE POND -This simply means too
many pounds of fish in too little water. A pond is just like a pasture. It has a
carrying capacity. 
A good rule of thumb is to never exceed 1000 pounds of fish per surface acre (the
key words are 1000 lbs per surface acre) during the warm months. This will
seldom be a problem except in some ponds that are heavily stocked with catfish
being intensively fed. It is not implied that a die-off due to low oxygen cannot
occur in a pond with only 50 pounds of fish/surface acre, but high pounds
increase the risk and warrant closer attention by the pond owner.
Pond owners contribute to overcrowding by encouraging mature catfish to
spawn. This is not a good idea unless predator species are present or the
resulting hatch can be transferred to another pond. In ponds where natural
spawning cover is available, attempts should be made to harvest fish before they
reach maturity (three years of age).
 Pond owners should also keep in mind the lowest water level their ponds reach
during a typical summer. If the pond is one surface acre when full (or during the
wet season), but only one-half surface acre during the summer, the pond should
be stocked for one-half surface acre. This will help prevent crowding of fish
during dry weather.

(4) IMPROPER AQUATIC WEED CONTROL -Most pond owners wait until aquatic
weeds hamper recreational activities before they decide to make herbicide
applications. This is usually too late! Herbicides should be applied when new
growth begins, usually April or May for most submersed plant species. Better
control will be gained at that time than when the plants mature in July and August. 
 Treated aquatic weeds sink to the bottom and decay. Remember that this
decomposition process removes oxygen and if the treatments are made when
water temperatures have peaked, oxygen content is already marginal.
If a heavy enough growth of weeds is killed in a short period of time (single
application) during the warm months, then oxygen depletion is likely to occur. A
pond that must be treated in late summer should be treated in three or four
different sections, a week or so apart. The herbicide you choose should be in a
formulation that lends itself to the sectional or spot treatment mentioned for
summer applications if fish are an important resource. Also, never use a herbicide
that does not have a label for aquatic use, as this can further complicate matters.
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(5) OVERFEEDING/OVER FERTILIZATION-Occasionally ponds become “too rich” due
to an overabundance of nutrients available for excessive phytoplankton growth.
The sources of these nutrients are usually waste products from the fish, over-
fertilization, and/or decaying uneaten feed. A deep green or blue-green color often
develops as a result. To prevent overfeeding, give the fish 3% of their body weight
per feeding. If this cannot be easily calculated, feed only what the fish will clean
up in 15 minutes (not to exceed 15-18 pounds of feed/surface acre). A floating
ration is recommended throughout the year so observation of the fish during
feeding is possible. On days when fish are “off feed” (due to weather changes, etc.)
a small portion of feed can be
applied to determine if feeding will take place. If no feeding occurs, feed is not
wasted and water quality deteriorated.

 Rapid growth of phytoplankton can result from nutrient overabundance, but the
sudden die-off of these plants (often due to cloudy weather conditions) will
remove oxygen from the water similar to the decay of herbicide-treated aquatic
plants. The resulting removal of oxygen is often great enough to cause fish die-
offs.
 So, how do you correct for low oxygen? Here are some suggestions from Dr. Billy
Higginbotham, Extension Fisheries Specialist with Texas A&M AgriLife Extension
Service:

1) Reduce the fish load present to well below 1,000 lbs of fish/acre, 
2) Aerate by backing a boat on a trailer into the pond and running the motor in a
fixed position to circulate the water and increase oxygen, 
3) Add fresh well water, but aerate it well before it enters the pond, and 
4) Circulate water with a pump, but set the intake near the pond surface (pumping
water off the pond bottom and spraying it back over the surface only compounds
the problem!). 

 
 



The blackish trunks on the crapemyrtles around town are
caused by an insect known as crapemyrtle bark scale. It
doesn’t kill the trees, but it does make them unsightly and
less vigorous. This scale is causing concern because it infects
most crapemyrtles in East Texas, our most common small
ornamental tree. In its native range in Asia, this scale feeds
on crapemyrtles and pomegranates. It causes extensive
honeydew (sugary insect poop) deposits and the growth of
black sooty mold. The unsightly black sooty mold fungus isn’t
the problem. The insects on the trunks and branches are.
Crapemyrtle bark scale is easy to identify. Adult females are
small whitish encrustations that stick to crapemyrtle trunks
and twigs. When crushed, the scales exude a pink liquid. Look
closely and you may see dozens of pink eggs or crawlers.
Most gardeners are first alerted to crapemyrtle bark scale by
the presence of black sooty mold on the bark. In many areas,
sooty mold may be mistaken for that of the crapemyrtle
aphid. However, the presence of the white scales on the bark
and twigs, and the pink blood exuded when crushed,
distinguishes this scale from aphids which feed on foliage
and are only present during the growing season.
Entomologists say if your plants are heavily infested, first
wash the reachable trunks with a soft brush and mild solution
of dishwashing soap and water. I’ve never taken the time to
do this, however I have used a spray nozzle on a hose. This
will remove many of the scales and egg masses, making
insecticide control more effective.
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Washing will also remove much of the black mold that builds
up on the bark of infested trees. Horticultural oil has not been
shown to be very effective against this insect however I
personally had some luck with repeated applications of Medina
orange oil on a limited number of trees. Systemic insecticides
have shown the most promise in tests to date. The most
commonly available systemic insecticides contain the active
ingredient Imidacloprid and should be applied when the trees
first begin to leaf out, according to exact label instructions.
Although different brands will have different names, the active
ingredient will always be listed on the label. Imidacloprid
products (such as Bayer Complete Insect Killer) are available
in both liquid (spray or drench) and granular (soil applied)
forms. Remember that it takes several weeks for soil applied
systemic insecticide to become active in the plant. Products
containing Dinotefuran (Safari) have also proved effective. It is
very important to apply these products early in the season
when the new leaves are emerging and before flower buds form
so as not to affect pollinators.
The crawlers can be treated by spraying with a product
containing the active ingredient Bifenthrin. Ortho Bug B Gone
is an example. It too, should only be used before bloom in the
spring or after bloom in the fall.
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Unfortunately, crapemyrtle bark scale is apparently going
to be like fire ants and feral hogs, something we must live
with and deal with every year. Luckily, native twice-
stabbed lady beetles help control it, so encourage them if
you can. To read the Mississippi State University
publication on crapemyrtle bark scale visit:
http://extension.msstate.edu/publications/crape-myrtle-
bark-scale-identification-and-control-0.
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Don’t we all like a big catfish fillet on a piece of light bread?
The spring season of the year is approaching, and you may be
thinking about stocking your ponds with channel catfish. If
you have ever been fishing before there is a good chance that
you have caught one of these fish before. Catching is not as
hard as most fish due to their largemouth size. To catch these
fish, there are different kinds of baits you can use liver, worms,
grasshoppers, shrimp, chicken, cheese and stinkbait. Make
sure you are careful when taking these fish off the hook. They
have sharp hard spins located on the dorsal and pectoral that
can inflict a deep nasty wound. Channel catfish were first
identified in the Gulf states and in the Mississippi Valley area
but, they can now be found all over the United States
throughout different ponds and rivers. Their habitats consist
of moderate to swiftly flowing streams, but they can also be
found in lakes and large reservoirs. They prefer sand or gravel
bottoms and rarely found in heavily weeded areas. Most
catfish feed at dusk or at night; during the day when the
temperature of the water is too hot, they will retreat to deep
holes or seek shelter underneath large logs or rocks. Channel
catfish are bottom feeders and occasionally feed from the
surface and their diets consists of both plants and animals
such as: crawfish, aquatic insects, snails, green algae seeds,
smaller fish. Channel cats grow best in warmer waters and
average out to be 2 to 3 pounds and will be one pound by the
time they are 2 to 4 years old. 
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Commercially produced catfish have a lifespan of about 2
years before they are harvested. It usually takes 2 to 3 years to
reach sexual maturity when in captivity, and most are mature
by the length twelve inches. They normally spawn in the
summer months of the year when the temperature is the
highest. Eggs are laid in dark holes or under logs or rocks. If
you are considering stocking your pond; fifty fish per acre of
pond is the proper seeding ratio. Channel catfish normally do
not spawn in ponds, as a producer it suggested that you put
milk crates or buckets on the bottom surface to encourage
spawning. Feeding these fish pelleted food is encouraged in the
preliminary stages of growth. If in doubt about your pond and
not sure if it is able to accommodate catfish, reach out to your
local County Extension Agent, and they will be able to come
and inspect your pond, and give recommendations to ensure a
healthy growing environment.
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Plant Care 
• Lightly prune spring-blooming shrubs after they flower. 
• Deadhead faded flowers from roses. 
• Divide summer and fall blooming perennials. 
• Plant containerized trees and shrubs (fall is best however). 
• Plant hanging baskets, containers, and beds. Consider summer blooming bulbs and  
 grasses for a change. 
• Mulch vegetable and flower beds to hold moisture, keep the soil cooler, discourage
weeds, and improve soil. 
• Continue planting the vegetable garden with warm season crops such as beans, corn,
cucumbers, peppers, squash, and tomatoes. Add cages for tomatoes and cucumbers. Be
sure they get plenty of sun. 
• Plant summer and fall blooming annuals and perennials to add interest and color to
your garden beds. 
• Cutback dying foliage on oxblood lilies and spider lilies. 
• Cut back freeze damaged shrubs and tropicals to green tissue where buds are sprouting.  

 
Fertilize 

• Fertilize azaleas and camellias after they have finished blooming with
azalea/camellia/gardenia fertilizer, 21-0-0, or cottonseed meal. 
• Apply lawn fertilizer such as 15-5-10, 18-6-12, or 28-3-12 to evergreen shrubs, shade
trees, and fruit and nut trees around the dripline. 
• Feed lawns based on a soil test or with a 3:1:2 fertilizer such as 15-5-10 or a
premium/professional type like 28-3-12 which contains slow-release nitrogen and
micronutrients. 
 

Pests 
• Check for powdery mildew on plants and shrubs. Treat with appropriate fungicide. 
• Check crapemyrtles for bark scale and treat with a systemic insecticide before they set
flower buds to protect pollinators. 

Odds and Ends 
• Clean bird baths and bird feeders to prepare for our flying friends. 
• Put up hummingbird feeders if not done already. 
• Clean out used nests in bluebird boxes to get ready for second brood. 
• Repot houseplants and container plants on patio/deck and add slow release fertilizer
like Osmocote. 

Things to do in April  



Helpful Resoruces 

















Just a few left in stock ! Hurry before there all gone !
AgriLife Extension Office 

bottom floor of the Cotton Belt Building  
1517 W. Front St Suite 116 

Tyler, Texas 75702 
Hours 8:00 am to 5:00 pm 

Closed for Lunch 12:00 pm to 1:00 pm 
903-590-2980

Master Gardener Calendar's 

Only 
$ 7.00 Dollars 

Cash or Check  


