
STAIN-PROOFING THE ROMANCE

On Valentine’s Day, everyone seems to be spilling over with emotion.  But sometimes
emotions are not the only things that get spilled.  That glass of wine in front of the fire,
that beautiful box of chocolates, that candle-lit dinner when two lovers linger over coffee
— these are just a few of the romantic scenarios that have a stain potential.

In the spirit of seeing to it that the course of true love runs smoothly (and cleanly!)  The
Soap and Detergent Association has compiled some tips for removing common stains
of the day.  Before attempting to remove any stain, check to make sure the item is
washable.  If it isn’t, leave the stain alone, and take it to a professional dry cleaner as
soon as possible.  For washable items; remove stains as follows:

For lipstick stains, remove the stain by scraping it with a dull knife.  Shake off any
residue.  Pretreat it with liquid laundry detergent, then wash in warm water.  Line or air-
dry.  If stain remains, repeat the procedure.  Use chlorine bleach in the wash, if safe for
the fabric.

For coffee, tea, wine, or alcoholic beverages, sponge or soak the stain in cool water. 
Pretreat with a prewash stain remover, liquid laundry detergent, or a paste or granular
laundry detergent, or a paste of granular laundry detergent and water.  Then launder
using chlorine bleach, if safe for the fabric, or oxygen bleach.

Chocolate stains should be pre-treated with a prewash stain remover, liquid laundry
detergent or a paste of granular laundry detergent and water.  Launder the items in
warm water.  If the stain remains, re-wash using a bleach that’s safe for the fabric.

Children especially love to create their own Valentine using red crayons.  To remove
crayon stains, use a dull knife to scrape off the surface wax.  Place the stain between
paper towels and press with a warm iron.  Replace paper towels frequently until no
more wax is absorbed.  Place stain face down on clean paper towels.  Sponge the
remaining stain with a prewash stain remover or cleaning fluid.  Blot with paper towels;
let dry.  Then launder.

Information taken from “Tips and Trends” from the Soap and Detergent Association,
January/February 2003.


