
 San Patricio Agriculture “Agriculture Affects Everyone” 

 

San Patricio Agriculture 
“Agriculture Affects Everyone” 

      

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension provides equal 
opportunities in its programs and employment to all 
persons, regardless of race, color, sex, religion, national 
origin, disability, age, genetic information, veteran 
status, sexual orientation, or gender identity. 
The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of 
Texas Cooperating. 

Issue  1 March, 2020 

 

If you would prefer to receive 
this newsletter by email instead 
of by U.S. Postal Service, 
please contact the Extension 
Office at  
361/587-3400 or by email - 

County Website:  
http://sanpatricio.agrilife.org 

FOLLOW ME ON TWITTER 
@bmcagnr 

& 
Facebook Page - San Patricio 

County Family Consumer 
Sciences & Ag/Natural 

Resources 

 San Patricio County RACE 
Trial, Comparison of 
Agronomic and Economic 
Values via Three Ginning 
Process 

 Grass Grower’s Gathering 

 Coastal Bend Grain Storage 
& Handlers Safety 
Conference 

 Plastics in Cotton 

 Spring Ranch Management 

 Livestock / Equipment 
Premise ID Program 

Hello Again, 

I hope by the time this gets printed and sent out 
that we have received a good rain and what is on 
us at the moment becomes a mute point.  We 
need some moisture to be optimistic about 
planting cotton.  The corn is up and looks good.  
The grain sorghum is beginning to row up and 
some cotton is being planted.  However, in spots 
across the county planting moisture is at a deficit 
and many are holding off planting due to the 
increased probability of not getting a good stand.  
Economic decisions are usually tough; but with 
high input costs associated with planting cotton 
and tight margins to begin with it makes the 
decision tougher. 

We have several programs planned in the near 
future and I have included flyers for all with the 
exception of the Spring Ranch Management 
Field Day which is scheduled for May 14, 2020  
More information will be provided as we get 
nearer. 

The Grass Grower’s Gathering will take place 
on March 19, a the Johnny Calderon Building in 
Robstown.   

The annual Ag Symposium is scheduled for April 
14 at the Texas A&M AgriLife Research and 
Extension Center in Corpus Christi.  I will also 
simulcast at the San Patricio County Extension 
Office if you don’t want to attend in Corpus 
Christi.  

The Coastal Bend Grain Storage and Handlers 
Safety Conference is slated for April 15, at the 
San Patricio County Fairgrounds Civic Center in 
Sinton.  We will also travel to the Planter’s Coop 
Sinton Facility for a grain engulfment 
demonstration and finish the conference with a 
CPR certification training. 

Plastics in Cotton has become an important issue 
within the Coastal Bend Cotton industry.  Multiple 
County Crop Committee’s tasked AgriLife 
Extension to bring an educational event to 
address this issue.  The Plastics in Cotton 

Seminar will be held on May 6 a the Texas A&M 
AgriLife Research and Extension Center in 
Corpus Christi.  We believe we have put together 
a stellar line up of cotton industry professionals 
from across the scope of the industry to give their 
perspectives on best management practices to 
help curtail the issue.  We sincerely hope you will 
join us at the Research Center, but we will have a 
link to view from a simulcast also.  The ag 
industry has a proven track record of coming 
together and finding solutions to pressing issues.  
Plastics in cotton is such an issue.  Please make 
plans to join us on May 6. 

AgriLife Extension in San Patricio County is 
assisting the San Patricio County Sheriffs 
Department with the promotion of the San Patricio 
County Livestock / Equipment Premise ID 
program.  This program is designed to create a 
system by which the Sheriff’s Department can 
rapidly find the correct contact in case of loose 
livestock, damaged fence, suspicion around 
equipment, farm storage facilities and or any 
other type of emergency situation that happens in 
rural areas of the county in which a landowner, 
operator, or employee needs to be contacted.  
There is no charge to the operator and the 
premise ID plate or plates will be provided by the 
Sheriff’s Department.  If you have questions or 
want more information you can contact the San 
Patricio County Sheriff’s Office at 361-364-9600 
or call me at 361-587-3400 and I will be glad to 
visit with you about this program. 

It looks like in the coming days we have some 
improved probabilities for rain.  Lets hope we get 
some, the crops, cows, gardens, and lawns can 
use it. 
  
Till Next Time, 

So often in Agriculture, there is not a simple answer 
to a simple question. 

SPECIAL POINTS OF INTEREST: 
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2019 San Patricio County RACE Trial, Comparison of  Agronomic and 
Economic Values via Three Ginning Processes 

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service San Patricio County 2019 
Cooperators: Bobby Rieder Farms, Eric Hartzendorf Gin 
Authors: Bobby R. McCool and Dr. Josh McGinty 

Summary 
This test was located on the Bobby Rieder Farm in West Sinton, Texas. Ten cotton varieties were evaluated for 
agronomic and economic performance using three ginning processes, 1) a 10-saw table-top gin without lint cleaning, 
commonly used in AgriLife Extension applied research, 2) the Texas Tech University Microgin (a scaled-down version 
of a commercial gin, complete with lint cleaning), and 3) Hartzendorf Gin where modules were commercially ginned, 
and data collected from each. While actual values differed among the three ginning methods, the rankings of varieties 
for each fiber quality measurement tended to remain consistent. The gross value (lint and seed) gives a more complete 
assessment of the varieties being tested. Using lint value only there is $108/acre and $115/acre difference from top and 
bottom performers when ginning process 2 & 3 were used to collect data. When seed values are included there becomes 
a $133/acre and $131/acre difference between the top and bottom performers. 

Objective 
To compare ginning processes in validation of agronomic and economic data of the 2019 San Patricio County Cotton 
RACE trial and to obtain a gross economic return per variety per acre. 

Materials and Methods 

The 2019 San Patricio County RACE trial was planted on 3-25-19 and harvested on 8-3-19. Harvest was completed 
using a JD 7760 Picker and each rep was wrapped individually, with an approximate 2 lb. sample pulled for the table-
top gin, an 8 lb. sample for the TTU Microgin and the individual round modules by variety were transported to 
Hartzendorf gin to be commercially ginned.  Turnout was calculated for the samples ginned on the table-top gin and the 
TTU Microgin and lint samples were analyzed by HVI at Texas Tech University FBRI and loan values were calculated 
using the 2019/20 Cotton Incorporated Loan calculator (all varieties were standardized to color and leaf of 41-4 for the 
table-top gin data, while the actual color and leaf grades were used for the Microgin and Hartzendorf gin data) (Tables 1 
and 2).  Modules were ginned by variety at Hartzendorf Gin and fiber quality measurements were obtained from HVI 
conducted at the Corpus Christi USDA Cotton Classing Office. Seed yield was collected and weighed for the Microgin 
and Hartzendorf gin datasets. For the economic summaries shown in Tables 3 and 4, a seed value of $165/ton was used, 
and gross value was the sum of lint and seed values reported.  

Results and Discussion 
A summary of these results is shown below in Tables 1-4.  For each measurement (turnout, micronaire, length, etc), the 
varieties were ranked according to the values for each ginning method.  At the bottom of each column, the average of 
the actual values for each measurement/ginning method are shown.  While not exactly the same, the variety rankings for 
each measurement are often similar among the different ginning methods. As expected, turnout was higher for the table-
top gin than the Microgin, due in part to the lack of lint cleaning on the table-top gin. Micronaire and strength were 
similar among the ginning methods.  Fiber length and uniformity were higher for the table-top gin and Microgin than the 
commercial gin.  This could be due to greater fiber breakage in the more aggressive processes found in a commercial 
gin, or due to differences in moisture content in the ginned seed cotton, which can also affect fiber breakage.  

Table 1.  A summary of varieties based on turn-out, micronaire and length 
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2019 San Patricio County RACE Trial, Comparison of  Agronomic and 
Economic Values via Three Ginning Processes CONTINUED 

Table 2. A summary of varieties based on strength, uniformity and loan value  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Table 3.  A summary of results collected by TTU Micro-gin  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Table 4. A summary of results collected by Hartzendorf Gin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Conclusions  
As expected, when fiber quality measurements obtained from the three different gins are compared, the actual values 
often vary among the gins. However, the variety rankings for each measurement were often similar among the datasets, 
indicating that all three methods are useful when comparing fiber quality measurements among cotton varieties in field 
trials. When both seed and lint value were considered, large differences among varieties were seen in gross value per 
acre. The expense of collecting data from multiple ginning processes is a limiting factor for wide scale use currently, 
however, data sets such as these are useful to validate or see a need for change in field trial data collection methods. 
Looking forward there is a desire to do the same process in multiple years to see if similar trends continue. 
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Beef  Cattle Browsing 

By: Dr. Steve Hammack, Professor & Extension beef Cattle Specialist 

USING  DATA  FOR  GENETIC  CHANGE  IN  COMMERCIAL  HERDS 

In a commercial herd where calves are retained through feeding and marketing on a carcass value grid, 
researchers evaluated use of pedigree information, animal performance, and genotypic data for genetic 
selection. Effects of those variables on 30-year net present value were measured. (NPV, a common measure in 
financial analysis, is the difference between the present value of cash inflows and the present value of cash 
outflows over time). 
Four combinations of pedigree, performance, and genotype were evaluated. Use of all four combinations 
resulted in genetic and economic gain after 30 years. However, it took from 15 to 29 years before breakeven, 
i. e., when dollar returns offset costs of the data. Shortest breakevens involved data on sires only; longest 
breakevens involved additional data on replacement females. 
The authors concluded “additional cost of that data significantly delays the economic return to the enterprise” 
and cited similar results from earlier studies showing “the cost of genotyping commercial animals is greater 
than the economic return to that sector”. More evidence that most of the genetic improvement in a herd comes 
from selection of sires. 

(J. Animal Sci. 96:4076; Univ. of California-Davis, Delta G Miles City, MT, J. R. Simplot Land and Livestock, ID) 

AGE  AT  WEANING – WHAT  IS  IT ? 

Weaning weights are typically adjusted to the same age for comparing individual animals. In most 
standardized genetic evaluation programs the age is 205 days, i. e., a little less than seven months. This has 
been the “standard” for many years. Why? 
In a paper published in 1946 by the New Mexico State College Agricultural Experiment Station, weaning 
weights of Hereford calves born from 1936 through 1943 were adjusted to the average age at weaning. That 
average? It was 205 days. (Average weaning weights over those years was around 340 to 350 lb.) 
And so, 205 days became the standard used by many universities, performance testing organizations, and, 
later, breed associations in genetic evaluation through Expected Progeny Difference (EPD). How close is that 
age to industry practice? In a recent nationwide survey, average age at weaning was 8.3 months. Spring-
calving herds averaged weaning about one month younger (average actual weight of 541 lb) than fall-calving 
(average actual weight of 553 lb). 
NOTE: It seems likely that most genetic evaluation programs will continue to adjust to 205 days of age, for 
historical comparison purposes if nothing else. But commercial producers may want to use their actual 
weaning averages, especially to measure production in a given year. 

(TRENDS 13:10) 

BEEF  QUALITY  ASSURANCE  TIP-OF-THE-MONTH 

To get best response from vaccines it is important to always read and follow label directions. Don’t take for 
granted that you know what the label is going to say. For example, while it may seem like all vaccines have a 
21-day withdrawal time before slaughter there are some vaccines that have a 60-day slaughter withdrawal. 
Additionally, product labels can change over time so always take a few minutes to review labels of vaccines 
used in your operation. 

(From Jason Banta, Ph. D., jpbanta@ag.tamu.edu , Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Beef Quality Assurance Coordinator) 



 San Patricio Agriculture “Agriculture Affects Everyone” 

 

Posted by: Kaitlyn Arnold, Department of Animal Science, College of Agriculture and Life Sciences, Texas A&M University 

Department of  Animal Science 

All Antibiotics for Livestock Will Soon Require a Vet’s Prescription 
No longer will producers who need injectable antibiotics for their cattle be able to just grab them at their local feed store or order them 
online.  The Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service wants producers to be aware that the U.S. Food and Drug Administration is 
continuing the phasing in of a law that requires a prescription for any antibiotic use in animals raised for human consumption, as well 
as for all companion animals. 

Prescriptions, livestock and your vet 

A prescription is already required for most antibiotics delivered to livestock, and the remaining three categories of injectable 
antibiotics available over-the-counter will soon be joining the list of medically important antimicrobials that require a veterinarian’s 
prescription.  “It will cause a little bit of difficulty because producers who want and need to use antibiotics are going to have to work 
with their beef cattle or livestock veterinarians and develop a veterinary client-patient relationship in advance of any disease issues,” 
said Joe Paschal, Ph.D., AgriLife Extension livestock specialist, Corpus Christi.  Paschal recommends producers should, if they 
haven’t already, develop a relationship with a local veterinarian to be prepared for these changes. People should also be aware that 
these laws apply to companion animals like horses.  “This means that your veterinarian knows who you are, knows the kind of 
livestock you are raising and what you are doing with them, understands your management, and that you agree if they come out to 
diagnose an illness and use an antimicrobial to treat a disease or illness, you will follow their directions including dosage, duration 
and withdrawal,” he said. 

FDA rules and regulations 

The FDA’s Center for Veterinary Medicine stated a two-year phase-in period would be allowed once the FDA Government Guidance 
document is finalized. A draft version is currently available online at https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/09/25/2019-
20688/recommendations-for-sponsors-of-medically-important-antimicrobial-drugs-approved-for-use-in-animals. 

The FDA has had a law in place since 2017, which made most antibiotics administered to livestock by prescription only. These new 
guidelines further extend the need for veterinarian oversight by including the remaining injectable antibiotics.  “The amount of 
antibiotics used by agriculture has been dropping in recent years,” said Thomas Hairgrove, DVM, AgriLife Extension specialist, 
College Station. “The producers I’ve spoken with don’t seem concerned that these remaining injectables will now require a 
prescription too.”  After a peak in 2015, FDA studies show antibiotic use has declined. In 2017 alone, use of medically important 
antibiotics dropped 33%.  Tylosin, penicillin and tetracyclines are among some of the more popular antibiotics still available over the 
counter as injectables – for now. In 2018, the FDA published a five-year plan for phasing out all antibiotics without a veterinarian’s 
prescription. The plan should be fully implemented by 2023, although compliance is expected as soon as 2020. 

Practicing good biosecurity 

“In the long run, practicing good biosecurity, correctly diagnosing illnesses and the proper prescription of the right antibiotic may help 
shorten the incident of the disease, improve the productivity or return of the health of the animal, and reduce overall antibiotic use in 
livestock, pets and in humans,” said Paschal.  Since some antibiotics are used in both livestock and humans, the FDA’s concern is 
that antibiotic-resistant bacteria could develop more quickly from the widespread use of certain antibiotics that are medically 
important to humans – negatively affecting both humans and animals.  “Antibiotic resistance is not new, penicillin was discovered in 
the late 1920s and widely used in humans by the 1940s,” said Paschal. “By 1950, the first case of resistance was discovered in 
humans. This is a step in the right direction to protect these valuable compounds to prevent diseases.”  The greater the use of 
antibiotics, across all species, the greater the number of antibiotic-resistant bacteria or “superbugs” that can develop.  “Although the 
percentage of antibiotics used in agriculture is declining, we want to continue to use them judiciously and intelligently,” said 
Hairgrove. “Data shows ag is responding in a positive way, and I think our industry is doing a heck of a job.” 
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Disclaimer - the information herein is for informational purposes only.  
Reference to commercial products or trade names is made with the 
understanding that no discrimination is intended and no endorsement by the 
Texas  A&M AgriLife Extension is implied.  Educational programs of the 
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard 
to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, disability, genetic 
information or veteran status. 
Individuals with disabilities who require an auxiliary aid, service, or 
accommodation in order to participate in any Extension event are 
encouraged to contact their County Extension Office at 361-587-3400 
at least one week in advance of the program in order for proper 
arrangements to be made.  

In the event of a name, address or phone number change please contact 
the office at: 

 Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service  

 219 N. Vineyard Attn: Ag/NR 

 Sinton, Texas 78387 
 (361) 587-3400  

Visit us online! 
http://sanpatricio.agrilife.org 


