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∗ December 4-5, 2018       
Texas Plant Protection 
Conference 

∗ December 11, 2018            
Risk Management 
Workshop 

∗ January 10, 2019            
Field Crop Symposium 

Hello Again, 

Usually by now, most of the crop year farming practices have been accomplished and most are 
waiting to begin fertilizer applications.  Anyone who knows much about agricultural realizes no 
two years are the same.  This one definitely has had its own issues that are not typical for this 
county.  There was good moisture for planting and good stands were established.  It then 
turned off dry for most of the growing season.  Grain sorghum and corn suffered and county 
yields were below average.  A storm with high winds caused considerable damage to the young 
cotton and a large portion of the cotton crop was re-planted.  Cotton suffered through the dry 
period as well.  However, the re-planted cotton received some rain in mid June and ended up 
making good cotton. 

The early cotton had pretty much finished and did not gain much yield from the moisture.  Most 
of the cotton was harvested before the wet spell we have been experiencing, but that leads us 
to now and there is still a lot of field work and other management practices left to do.  Cotton 
stalk destruction has been difficult to finish and some producers are still battling the wet 
conditions to get it completed.  There have been better years and there have been worse, but 
this year has been challenging.  It looks like cotton yields will come in around our county 
average.  Soil moisture conditions are full at the moment, and that tends to be a positive for the 
next growing season. 

We scheduled another Crop Risk Management Workshop to be held at the new Smolik’s in 
Mathis.  Dr. Mark Welch, Dr. John Robinson from College Station and Mac Young from Corpus, 
will be on hand to direct discussion towards crop risk management.  If you are interested in 
attending, please RSVP due to limited seating and yes we will be eating there. 

I just want to mention the Plant Protection Conference, held annually in College Station, will be 
on December 4-5th. There is a lot of valuable information exchanged at this event and is also a 
good place to pick up some CEU’s if needed.  I have included more information on this event 
within this newsletter. 

As we edge closer to the years end, I want to again say thank you to the committee volunteers, 
program sponsors, and crop test cooperators, and the many extension personnel that truly 
make our programing efforts possible. 

It is again that time of the year that I hope each of you has the opportunity to be with family, 
share some good food, and make the most of the holidays. 

Happy Thanksgiving & Merry Christmas 

 

Till Next Year, 

 

 

So often in Agriculture, there is not a simple answer to a simple question. 

SPECIAL POINTS OF INTEREST: 
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2018 Texas Coastal Bend RACE and Monster Cotton Variety Trials 
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Texas Row Crops Newsletter 
General Information About Glyphosate 

By: Scott Nolte-Texas A&M AgriLife Extension; Peter Dotray-Texas A&M AgriLife Research & Extension; Muthu Bagavathiannan-Texas 
A&M AgriLife Research 

What is glyphosate 

Glyphosate is an herbicide used to control a wide range of undesirable plants in lawns and gardens, row crops, pastures, aquatics, 
road sides, rights-of-way, and other managed areas. First introduced for use in 1974, glyphosate is now one of the most widely used 
herbicides in the United States.  Today, there are over 750 products that contain this active ingredient for agronomic, commercial, 
and home use. 

How does it work 

Glyphosate kills a wide range of annual and perennial plants (grasses, broadleaves, and sedges) by preventing them from making 3 
essential aromatic amino acids. It does this by inhibiting a specific enzyme, EPSP synthase, only found in plants and many bacteria. 

Is it likely that glyphosate can cause cancer 

Regulatory agencies charged with the risk assessment of substances and their impact to the public including Health Canada, 
European Food Safety Authority (EFSA), Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United Nations, World Health Organization 
(WHO), and the United States Environmental Protection Agency (US-EPA), all released findings of their assessments later in 2015, 
2016 and 2018. Based on the most currently available research, these agencies have all concluded that glyphosate was unlikely to 
pose a carcinogenic risk to humans. 

The International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) is a non-regulatory working group that considers current published 
research to determine if substances are potential carcinogens.  In March 2015, IARC classified glyphosate as Group 2a “probably 
causes cancer”. IARC only assesses the potential carcinogenicity of a substance and does not consider exposure or conduct risk 
assessment. 

Concerns about glyphosate in food 

Pesticides undergo rigorous testing and risk assessment by regulatory agencies to evaluate the potential for harm to humans, 
wildlife, fish, and other non-target organisms. Human health risks are evaluated rigorously, including considerations for sensitive 
groups such as children and immune-suppressed individuals. 

Regulatory agencies such as the U.S. EPA have carefully reviewed existing data on risks caused by exposure through residues in 
food, water, residential uses, and occupational risks to those applying the product. A baseline exposure dose is identified using 
experimentally determined metrics defined as the lowest dose at which adverse effects are seen (LOAEL) or the dose at which no 
adverse effects are seen (NOAEL). The U.S. EPA then sets daily exposure limits at least 100 times below the NOAEL established in 
these safety studies. 

An important part of the regulatory process involves setting tolerances, which are the maximum amount of pesticides that may legally 
remain on or in food and animal feed.  The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) is responsible for ensuring that chemical residues 
on or in domestic and imported foods do not exceed the limits established by the U.S. EPA.  In 2016, the FDA began testing for 
glyphosate residues and preliminary results showed no pesticide residue violations in all four commodities tested (soybean, corn, 
milk, and eggs). 

How to make an informed decision 

Consider the source of information and what their credibility is for providing accurate and un-biased information. 

Remember that risk is a function of both the toxicity and exposure to a substance. A substance can be extremely toxic and yet 
presents low risk if you have little to no exposure to it.  In the same way, a substance that you are exposed to every day may pose 
little to no risk, if it has low toxicity. 

Glyphosate containing products as well as other herbicides are low risk to use when you follow the directions provided in the federal 
pesticide labels, which include using appropriate rates and wearing proper PPE (Personal Protective Equipment). Based on current 
research, glyphosate has been shown to pose no appreciable health risk when consuming a normal diet. 

http://publications.tamu.edu/WEEDS_HERBICIDES/Glyphosate-092018.pdf 
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Mark your Calendars and Plan to Attend the: 

30th Annual 

TEXAS PLANT PROTECTION ASSOCIATION 

“Innovations in Texas Agriculture for a Profitable Ag Future” 

December 4 & 5, 2018 

The Brazos Center 
3232 Briarcrest Dr. 

Bryan, TX 77802 

TPPA Office 
Phone: 936/537-7083; Fax: 936/539-9526; Email: TPPA@consolidated.net 

Website: www.texasplantprotection.com 
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Thank You to Our Program Sponsors 

Americot - NexGen Bayer Crop Science 

Brian Niemann Insurance - Farmers Insurance Capital Farm Credit 

Crop Production Services Driscoll Grain 

EdCot Coop Gin Gregory Gin Company 

Hartzendorf Gin Hopkins Agricultural Services, Inc. 

Monsanto Pioneer Seed 

Planter’s Coop Prosperity Bank of Taft 

San Patricio County Farm Bureau Sorghum Partners LLC 

South Texas Cotton & Grain Assoc. South Texas County Elevator 

Taft Gin & Seed Co., Inc. Texas Cotton Ginners Trust 

Texas Farm Credit Woodsboro Farmers Coop 

Thank You to Our Crops Committee and Livestock & Forage Members 

 Travis Adams Debra Barrett 

Danny Beyer Marvin Beyer, Jr. 

James Campbell Lee Hutchins 

Daniel Luehrs Jimmy McDonald 

Andrew Miller Roger Mutchler 

Bobby Nedbalek Robert Rieder 

Charles Ring Justin Roberts 

Wesley Schmidt Erich Schneider 

Rob Thomas Jerry Vanecek 

Danny Wendland John Whatley 

Thank You to Our Tri-County Grain Safety Task Force 

 
Gene Felder Larry Jochetz 

Jason Lee Bobby Rieder 

Roxanne Wiginton  



 San Patricio Agriculture “Agriculture Affects Everyone” 

 

Bobby R. McCool 
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Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service, San Patricio County 
So often in Agriculture, there is not a simple answer to a simple question. 

Disclaimer - the information herein is for informational purposes only.  
Reference to commercial products or trade names is made with the 
understanding that no discrimination is intended and no endorsement by the 
Texas  A&M AgriLife Extension is implied.  Educational programs of the 
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard 
to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, disability, genetic 
information or veteran status. 
Individuals with disabilities who require an auxiliary aid, service, or 
accommodation in order to participate in any Extension event are 
encouraged to contact their County Extension Office at 361-587-3400 
at least one week in advance of the program in order for proper 
arrangements to be made.  

In the event of a name, address or phone number change please contact 
the office at: 

 Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service  

 219 N. Vineyard Attn: Ag/NR 

 Sinton, Texas 78387 
 (361) 587-3400  

Visit us online! 
http://sanpatricio.agrilife.org 


