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County Family Consumer 
Sciences & Ag/Natural 

Resources 

 October 1 - November 17 
Soil Testing Campaign 

 October 4, 2017      
South Texas Risk 
Management & Marketing 
Workshop 

 October 19, 2017        
Fall CEU Conference 

 November 8, 2017 
 Weed Management & 
 Tillage systems Workshop 

Hello Again, 

Over the past several weeks much has 
happened in the Coastal Bend Region of Texas. 
Hurricane Harvey did a number on this area and 
it will take some time to fully recover. San 
Patricio County for the most part fared well, 
however, the eastern quadrant suffered 
considerable damage to homes, businesses, and 
agricultural enterprises. Several producers had a 
considerable amount of damage as well as at 
least 200 head of livestock and several hundred 
head of wildlife and exotic wildlife that were 
found dead or missing.  Several producers 
primarily on FM 1069 between Aransas Pass 
and Rockport, moved or sold their remaining 
livestock due to miles of fence that was down or 
gone. A tidal surge that moved west to east 
really caused problems for that area. 

An Animal Supply Point was stood up at the San 
Patricio County Fairgrounds for Nueces, 
Aransas, Refugio and San Patricio Counties. A 
team of AgriLife Extension Agents from Nueces, 
Refugio, Karnes and San Patricio Counties 
received and distributed livestock feed and hay 
to those in need of these items. I must note that I 
received numerous calls from New York, Florida, 
the Panhandle of Texas and other points in 
between with hay, feed and livestock supplies 
ready to be sent this way. It was truly amazing to 
witness the outpouring of supplies that would 
have been sent our way if needed. In the end 
many of these donations ended up being sent to 
other Animal Supply Points that were stood up 
along the Texas Coast where they were needed. 
I also want to note that the hay and feed 
donations disbursed from the Sinton Supply 
Point were from businesses and individuals 
within a hundred miles of Sinton. A big Thank 
You to all who donated time and resources to 
this cause. 

I also want to mention that any who had storm 
surge across their property to pay attention to 
their livestock whose only access to water is 
pond water. Ponds or low tidal pools will have 
salt water in them and over time due to 

evaporation or consumption the salinity levels 
can rise to intolerable levels. Staggering, 
scouring, lethargic, de-hydrated or un-healthy 
appearance could be signs of high salinity in 
their water. A simple salinity test can be done to 
determine the ppm of salt in the water. Below 
6000 ppm is in the tolerable range. If you need 
assistance feel free to give me a call. 

Water wells that were covered with storm surge 
or flood waters that are used for human 
consumption should be shock chlorinated to kill 
any bacteria load that might have entered due to 
the high water. This web address http://
soiltesting.tamu.edu/publications/L-5441.pdf will 
give you step by step instructions on how to 
shock your water well. If you have any questions 
please give me a call. 

There are several programs coming up and I 
hope you will make plans to attend. I have 
included fliers for these events. 

I have included several crop trials from San 
Patricio and Nueces County and would like to 
take this opportunity to thank Andrew Miller 
Farms, Ring Bros. Farms and Rieder Farms for 
their management and resources to see the trials 
in San Patricio Co. to completion. I also want to 
thank Danny Gonzales, Chance Love, Katie 
Campbell, Dr. Josh McGinty and Hartzendorf Gin 
for assistance with data collection. 

One final note, the Coastal Bend Soil Testing 
Campaign will start October 1 and run through 
November 17th. This campaign is for agricultural 
producers. There is a reduced rate and we will 
pay the freight to the Soil Testing Lab in College 
Station. Forms and bags are available at the 
Extension office, 219 N Vineyard, Sinton. 

Till Next Time, 

SPECIAL POINTS OF INTEREST: 
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Texas Agriculture Law New Rules for Agricultural Product Purchase Contracts 
By: Tiffany Dowell 

The Texas Legislature passed a new bill, the Producer Protection Act, effective September 1, that changes rules for purchase 
contracts for agricultural products.  The bill was sponsored by Representative Dustin Burrows and Senator Charles Perry.  It was 
signed by Governor Abbott on June 15, 2017 and takes effect September 1, 2017. 
Essentially, the new legislation does two things.  First, it requires a contract to state whether it is an acreage or quantity contract. 
Second, it imposes limitations on lawsuits filed against producers using acreage contracts. (Read full bill at 
https://legiscan.com/TX/text/HB338/id/1624628) 

Agricultural Products 

Although the discussion around this bill centered on cotton, it applies to all agricultural products, so all producers and purchasers in 
Texas need to be aware of the law and the changes it makes.  The new bill does not define the term “agricultural product,” but the 
Agricultural Code does define this term in another section as follows, “an agricultural, horticultural, viticultural, or vegetable product, 
bees, honey, fish, or other seafood, planting seed, livestock, a livestock product, a forestry product, poultry, or a poultry product, 
either in its natural or processed state that has been produced, processed, or otherwise had value added to it in this state.  

Quantity or Acreage Contract 

Initially, the new law sets forth definitions of an acreage contract and quantity contract.  An “acreage contract” is one that requires a 
producer to deliver to the purchaser all production of a specified agricultural product grown on land described in the contract.  On the 
other hand, a “quantity contract” is one that requires a producer to deliver a specified quantity of an agricultural product, regardless of 
the amount of product grown by the producer. 
For example, if cotton farmer were to agree to sell all of the cotton produced on a certain 160 irrigated acres to Purchaser X, this 
would be an acreage contract.  If a contract provided that a cotton farmer would sell 275  bales to Purchaser X, that would be a 
quantity contract. 
Under the new law, a contract between a producer and purchaser of an agricultural product must “clearly and conspicuously state on 
its face” whether it is an acreage contract or a quantity contract.  The statute does not list specific requirements such as font size or 
location of the language, but under Texas contract law, “conspicuous” requires that a reasonable person ought to have noticed it. 
 Oftentimes, this is achieved by using bold or large font sizes on the front page of a document. 

Limitation on Lawsuits 

Additionally, the law provides that a purchaser may not sue a producer under an acreage contract unless the producer “knowingly 
fails to deliver” all of the product grown on specified land as required by contract.  Although this specific statutory section does not 
define the term “knowingly,” the Texas Penal Code Section 6.03 states that a person acts knowingly if he is aware of the nature of his 
conduct or that the circumstances exist or he is aware that his conduct is reasonably certain to cause the result.  By requiring that a 
producer “knowingly” not deliver all product seems to protect a producer who may have negligently or inadvertently failed to do so. 
There has been some chatter amongst agricultural groups that this provision might cause purchasers to shy away from utilizing 
acreage contracts, preferring instead to use a production contract for which there is no limitation on being able to file suit for breach. 
 However, industry groups predict that there are enough competing purchasers that if one decides not to offer an acreage contract, 
another will continue to do so and producers will likely not be impacted. 

Conclusion 

On the most practical level, purchasers and producers entering into ag product purchase contracts after September 1 should review 
their contract (particularly if using prior forms) to ensure that the agreement conspicuously states whether it is an acreage or quantity 
contract. 

Additionally, this bill offers a good opportunity to remind people to always read every contract and understand it before signing.  A 
producer must know and understand the difference between acreage and quantity contracts and know which he or she is signing. 
 Further, a person should never rely upon oral representations made regarding the meaning or contents of a written contract.  Those 
oral promises are not part of the agreement and likely will not be enforceable. 

Finally, both producers and purchasers should understand the limitation on filing suit against a producer for an acreage contract.  For 
purchasers, this means that they likely cannot file a lawsuit against a producer who negligently fails to deliver all production under an 
acreage contract.  For a producer, it is important to understand that if he or she knowingly fails to deliver all production as required, 
litigation is still a possibility under the law. 
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*Yields highlighted in yellow are not significantly different (L.S.D., p=0.05) from the top ranked hybrid. 

*Yields highlighted in yellow are not significantly different (L.S.D., p=0.05) from the top ranked hybrid. http://varietytesting.tamu.edu/  

http://varietytesting.tamu.edu/  
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2017 Texas Coastal Bend RACE and Monster Cotton Variety Trials 
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2017 Texas Coastal Bend RACE and Monster Cotton Variety Trials 
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Soil sample bags and forms are available at the  

Extension Office, 219 N. Vineyard, Sinton 
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5 TDA CEU’s 
5 CCA CEU’s 

Offered 
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Disclaimer - the information herein is for informational purposes only.  
Reference to commercial products or trade names is made with the 
understanding that no discrimination is intended and no endorsement by the 
Texas  A&M AgriLife Extension is implied.  Educational programs of the 
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard 
to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, disability, genetic 
information or veteran status. 
Individuals with disabilities who require an auxiliary aid, service, or 
accommodation in order to participate in any Extension event are 
encouraged to contact their County Extension Office at 361-364-6234 
at least one week in advance of the program in order for proper 
arrangements to be made.  

In the event of a name, address or phone number change please contact 
the office at: 

 Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service  

 219 N. Vineyard Attn: Ag/NR 

 Sinton, Texas 78387 
 (361) 587-3400  

Visit us online! 
http://sanpatricio.agrilife.org 


