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Hello again, 

There maybe a few acres of cotton left to be harvested, but for the most part, crop 
production for the 2016 crop year is finished.  It look like yields for grain sorghum, corn and 
cotton are going to come in above County averages.  Cotton quality grades and turnouts 
have been good thus far, but commodity prices for cotton and grains have remained low 
and show no real signs of much improvement at the moment, but it is agriculture and 
changes do happen on a regular basis. 

I have included in this newsletter the results of five crop trials that were conducted in San 
Patricio County this year.  These trials are a collaboration of Producers, seed companies 
and various AgriLife Specialist working together to acquire the data.  I want to thank Andy 
Miller Farms, Allan Hunt Farms and Ring Bros. Farms for their resources and management 
of the tests, and to Dennis Pietsch, Jonathan Moreno, Dr. Josh McGinty, Dr. Ronnie 
Schnell, Danny Gonzales and our summer intern Maisie Hunt for their help with data 
collection.  Also, if anyone is interested in other hybrid test conducted across the state they 
can be found at varietytesting.tamu.edu, as they become available. 

It many seem a little strange that I am including a page that deals with getting started on 
the social media platform Twitter, but there are some “including me”, that are a little 
reluctant to jump on board technology without a little bit of guidance.  Maisie Hunt, our 
summer intern has put together some social media instructional information that is available 
on our county website, sanpatricio.agrilife.org, Ag tab, if anyone has a desire to get 
started with various social media platforms.  I personally have found Twitter to be useful in 
obtaining current news and information, as well as distributing information, however, many 
already are familiar with Facebook and other platforms and use them in the same way. 

Our Coastal Bend Soil Testing Campaign will take place October 1 - November 18th.  I 
have included a sample form that you can copy or you can come by the office and get 
forms and sample bags.  This campaign is for agricultural land and is offered at reduced 
rate.  Please do not bring lawn or garden samples for this campaign, but I will be happy to 
assist you at anytime with these.  There is a separate form for lawn or garden samples. 

Finally, I want to call your attention to the Fall CEU Conference that is scheduled for 
October 20th at the Texas A&M AgriLife Research and Extension Center in Corpus Christi.  
We are expecting to offer 5 TDA and 5 CCA CEU’s.  Please see the included agenda. 

Until next time,  

 

SPECIAL POINTS OF INTEREST: 
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Beef  Cattle Browsing 
Dr. Stephen Hammack, Professor & Extension Beef Cattle Specialist Emeritus 

WHAT AFFECTS AMERICANS’ DECISIONS ON FOOD 

Results of the 11th Annual Food & Healthy Survey have recently been reported. Some of the findings: 

 The number one factor affecting food buying is taste, followed by price, healthfulness, convenience, and sustainability; 

 The most important item to consumers on food labels is expiration date (which in some cases is actually sell-by date 
or best-by date); 

 Women are more likely to rely on what they see or read in choosing food and mothers are more likely to rely on 
friends or family; 

 The three most trusted sources for accurate information on food are registered dietitians, personal healthcare 
professionals, and U.S. government agencies; 

 The three least trusted sources are food company or manufacturer, health/food/nutrition bloggers, and tv food experts; 

 Over two-thirds are trying to eat more protein, with the top sources being poultry, eggs, and beans/nuts/seeds; 

 The top three sources of information on protein are scientific studies, media headlines or article, and family or friends. 

(International Food Information Council; http://www.foodinsight.org/sites/default/files/2016_executivesummary_final_web.pdf) 

GROWTH IMPLANTS FOR SUCKLING CALVES 

Growth implants have been around for at least 50 years. Even though not widely used, they still represent the highest 
return over cost of just about any management tool available to cow-calf producers. In 43 field trials conducted in Central 
Texas in the mid-’70s, average response to one suckling implant was 20 lb. With current calf prices and cost of implants 
that is a return of $20-25 per cost of implant. Implants available for suckling calves include: 

 Component® E-C, for steers and heifers, implant from 45 days of age up to 400 lb; 

 Compudose®, for steers only, implant at castration or later; 

 Encore®, for steers only, implant at castration or later; 

 Ralgro®, for steers and heifers, replacement heifers should be implanted from 1-7 months of age; 

 Synovex-C®, for steers and heifers, implant from 45 days of age up to 400 lb. 

The three implants approved for both suckling steers and heifers can be used for potential herd replacements. Implants 
should not be used in bull calves to be saved for breeding. More information on growth implants can be accessed at  
http://animalscience.tamu.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/14/2012/04/beef-implanting-beef-calves.pdf 

BQA TIP OF THE MONTH - ANIMAL HANDLING 

Understanding the flight zone make moving cattle easier. The flight zone is the comfortable distance that livestock 
maintain between you and them. The flight zone of cattle will vary depending on their disposition. Calm cattle have a very 
small flight zone while more temperamental cattle have a large flight zone. The flight zone will also increase as cattle 
become excited or agitated. Cattle should be worked from the edge of the flight zone; this area is commonly referred to as 
the pressure zone. As you move into the pressure zone cattle will move away from you and as you move out of the 
pressure zone cattle will generally stop. 
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Quick Guide for Twitter 
Bobby McCool, San Patricio County Extension Agent 

1. The first step is to open a new Internet browser (Firefox, Explorer, Safari, Etc.).  

2. Click on the search bar and type www.twitter.com, and click go or press enter on your keyboard. 

3. Now you have reached the www.twitter.com home page, click in the top right corner, where it says sign up. 

4. You will now come to the join Twitter today screen. Enter your full name, email, and create a password that you will 
have to enter every time you log on. Then click the blue button sign up when finished. 

5. The screen gives you the option to enter your cell phone number or not. If you choose to do so it will send you 
notifications to your phone. I myself would not enter my cell phone number on social media. Once you have chosen to 
either enter your number or not, click either next or skip to continue. 

6. Create a username or nickname that you want your profile to be called or when people tweet you this is the name 
they will see. Once you have chosen your desired username, click next and continue on to the next screen. 

7. The next screen should be, “We are glad you are here” screen! This page means that you have successfully set up 
your account information! The next step is to create your profile, follow friends, and tweet away! 

8. One of the first steps in creating your “profile” is Twitter is going to ask you a couple of questions about your interests. 
By doing this Twitter will give you options of people you should follow based upon your interest. For example, this 
would be a good place to search, Agriculture as an interest since it does not give you an option to do so. This is a 
good place to be very generic, because you can always go back and change it later one. 

9. The page then is going to ask you if you want to import contact or addresses from your email or other social media 
pages. You can either chose to do this now, later, or not even at all! 

10. Next add anyone you want to, you can search users and it adds the people automatically that it think you should 
follow based upon your interests from the previous page. In order to get information from companies, you have to first 
follow their page. (Follow means to add someone as a friend or like his or her profile). 

11. The most important thing when searching for users is to make sure you are following the correct person that you have 
been searching for. Also, do not forget to follow Bobby McCool for San Patricio County updates in Ag Extension. 

12. Once you have added or followed all the people you want for now, hit next and it will say loading your profile. 
Congratulations you are now all set up officially on twitter! 

13. Las but not least this is where you get to design your profile, choose to add a photo or not, and start tweeting away! 

For More Information: please feel free to contact the San Patricio County AgriLife Extension 
office at (361) 364-6234 or there will be extended PowerPoint’s with detailed steps added to 
the county extension website at sanpatricio.agrilife.org  
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AgriLife Extension Offers Tips for Avoiding Zika 
Writer: Steve Byrns               Contact: Dr. Sonja Swiger, slswiger@ag.tamu.edu;    Dr. Mike Merchant, m-merchant@tamu.edu 

STEPHENVILLE - The mosquito - transmitted Zika virus is a potential threat to the health of unborn babies in Texas and other states, and 
the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service has stepped up efforts to educate the public on ways to protect themselves from this new 
menace said agency entomologists. 

“While people enjoy outdoor activities and travel this summer, it’s important to remember that our first line of defense against Zika is to 
avoid being bitten by mosquitoes,” said Dr. Sonja Swiger, AgriLife Extension entomologist at Stephenville. “The Aedes aegypti and A. 
albopictus mosquitoes that transmit Zika occur commonly in our backyards where their eggs are laid and larvae live in standing water. Like 
other mosquito species, they are active at sunrise and sunset, but commonly bite throughout the day as well.” 

Swiger said it’s important to remember the “Four Ds” as a first line of defense They are:  
 Drain: Empty standing water, thus eliminating mosquito breeding sites. 
 Dress: Put on long sleeved shirts and pants when going outside 
 Defend: Apply mosquito repellent when going outside.  
 Dusk and Dawn: Avoid outdoor activity during these two most mosquito-active periods. 

Swiger said simple steps such as repairing screen doors and window are critically important to keeping mosquitoes out. Managing 
landscape water features is another key area in the fight against the spread of the Zika virus. 

“Mosquito dunks, commonly sold in garden centers for mosquito control in home water features, can be used to treat water that cannot be 
readily drained,” she said. “The dunks contain insect growth regulators or mosquito-specific bacteria to effectively control mosquito larvae. 
Neither approach is harmful to fish or other aquatic organisms.” 

Dr. Mike Merchant, AgriLife Extension urban entomologist at Dallas, said that fighting Zika will be much different than fighting West Nile 
virus.  Aedes mosquitoes infected with Zika are not easily detected, so health officials have to rely on actual human cases to identify hot 
spots. 

“In addition, city and county truck-mounted sprayers are less effective at killing Aedes mosquitoes, so stopping these mosquitoes in each 
backyard is even more important. Everyone will need to pitch in,” he said. 

“Anything that holds water should be dumped or treated. Breeding areas can include sites as benign as containers under potted plants and 
bird baths. Other trouble areas are old tires, empty cans and bottles, kiddie pools, buckets, boat tarps and even clogged gutters. 

“It doesn’t take much water for them to reproduce,” he said. “Small containers can hold enough water to breed mosquitoes. Aedes 
mosquitoes don’t travel far from their larval habitat, so if you’ve got them, chances are you unknowingly raised them.” 

Swiger said there are many mosquito repellents available, but all approved formulations share two commonalities. The U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency registration of these repellent products means first, that the active ingredient has been tested and is safe for people to 
use, and second, that it’s effective in repelling mosquitoes when used as directed. 

“EPA and the Centers for Disease Control have evaluated scientific reports and conclude mosquito repellents containing DEET, picaridin, 
oil of lemon eucalyptus called IR3535, as active ingredients provide reasonably long-lasting protection from mosquito bites,” Swiger said. 

“Users should always read and follow label instructions. Most repellents can be used on children over two months of age, with the exception 
of those containing oil of lemon eucalyptus, which should not be used on children younger than 3 years old. For babies under two months 
of age, infant carriers fitted with mosquito netting are recommended. Pregnant and breast-feeding mothers can safely use EPA-approved 
insect repellents.” 

Swiger said constant vigilance is the key to slowing Zika and other mosquito-borne diseases such as West Nile virus. 

“It’s the global world we live in today,” she said. “As people travel and return from areas affected by Zika, some will return carrying the virus. 
When Aedes mosquitoes bite infected people, they acquire the virus. The mosquito then transmits it to an uninfected person, passing the 
virus to them.” 

Swiger said that as of this writing, there are 46 recorded cases of Zika in Texas, all travel associated, except for one contracted sexually 
from their partner who traveled. No Texas mosquitoes have been found to be infected. 

“Epidemics are expected as infected people arrive and locally acquired infections occur,” she said. “As the many media accounts report, 
women infected by the virus while pregnant are known to have babies with severe neurological defects. Aside from mosquito infections, 
additional cases may occur from sexual transmission of the disease. So at this point, controlling mosquitoes and protecting yourself from 
infection are the two key factors in the rigorous defense against this new mosquito-borne virus threat.” 

For more information, contact Swiger at 254-968-4144 or slswiger@ag.tamu.edu or Merchant at 972-952-9204, m-merchant@tamu.edu. 
More information is also available at the following websites: Texasinsects.org; livestockvetento.tamu.edu; Preventingzika.org. 
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*Yields highlighted in yellow are not significantly different (L.S.D., p=0.05) from the top ranked hybrid. 

Cooperator: Allan Hunt Farms 

*Yields highlighted in yellow are not significantly different (L.S.D., p=0.05) from the top ranked hybrid. 
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Soil sample bags and forms are available at the  
Extension Office, 219 N. Vineyard, Sinton 
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Disclaimer - the information herein is for informational purposes only.  
Reference to commercial products or trade names is made with the 
understanding that no discrimination is intended and no endorsement by the 
Texas  A&M AgriLife Extension is implied.  Educational programs of the 
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard 
to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, disability, genetic 
information or veteran status. 
Individuals with disabilities who require an auxiliary aid, service, or 
accommodation in order to participate in any Extension event are 
encouraged to contact their County Extension Office at 361-364-6234 
at least one week in advance of the program in order for proper 
arrangements to be made.  

In the event of a name, address or phone number change please contact 
the office at: 

 Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service  

 219 N. Vineyard Attn: Ag/NR 

 Sinton, Texas 78387 
 (361) 364-6234  

Visit us online! 
http://sanpatricio.agrilife.org 


