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 January 21, 2016       
Field Crop Symposium 

Hello again, 

The 2015 crop is in the bin or in a bale, and for the most part, yields turned out good. In the 
beginning there were many concerns with the over supply of rain and the problems associated with 
the wet conditions, but in the end most producers have been happy with the yields. However, 
commodity prices are at levels where profit margins remain tight and look to stay that way for some 
time. 

There are three variety test results, that were conducted in San Patricio in this newsletter and there 
are several people I would like to thank for their involvement in seeing these test to completion. First 
I would like to thank Allan Hunt Farms and Bobby Rieder Farms for the use of their resources and 
management of the trials. I also want to thank Dennis Pietsch and Jonathan Moreno for planting 
and data collection on the grain sorghum variety test. Finally, I wish to thank Daniel Gonzales and 
Harvey Buehring with Monsanto, for the scales and help with data collection on the grain sorghum 
and cotton, Chance Love with Americot-cotton data collection and Dr. Josh McGinty AgriLife 
Agronomy Specialist for assistance with the cotton data collection and statistical analysis. 

Our Coastal Bend Soil Testing will continue until November 20th. If you plan to take advantage of 
the reduced rate, please turn in your samples as soon as possible. 

We have some events coming up in November and December that I hope will be of interest. On 
November 19, we will be collecting plastic pesticide containers for recycling. We will begin collecting 
at the Hartzendorf Gin, 9858 FM 796, Sinton, from 10am to 12 noon. We will then be at the Midway 
Gin, 5455 CR 3567, Taft, from 2pm to 4pm. If you have clean pesticide containers, please consider 
recycling, and it is free. Please see flyer for more details. 

Also on tap is the Coastal Bend Beef Cattle Field Day which will be held on December 3, from 9am 
to 2:30pm at the Wendland Farms Headquarters, 5634 CR 1360, Taft. We are going to talk cattle, 
eat pit grilled hamburgers, have fun and hopefully learn something that assists you in your cattle 
operation. If you plan to attend please RSVP by December 1. Flyer included.  

Our final program for 2015 will be a Risk Management Workshop slated for December 17, at the 
San Patricio County Fairgrounds Civic Center, 219 W. 5th Street, Sinton from 9am-2:30pm. Dr. 
Mark Welch, Dr. John Robinson and Dr. Joe Outlaw will be here from College Station, and Dr. Levi 
Russell from Corpus Christi, will discuss risk management plans, strategies, and crop insurance 
scenarios related to the 2016 crop year. 

This is also my last newsletter of 2015 and as before, I hope all have a wonderful and family filled  

Thanksgiving and a very Merry Christmas!!! 

Till next time,  
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Beef  Cattle Browsing 
Dr. Stephen Hammack, Professor & Extension Beef Cattle Specialist Emeritus 

EFFECT OF METHOD AND TIMING OF CASTRATION ON STOCKER CALVES? 

A total of 271 crossbred calves (184 bulls and 87 steers) initially averaging 462 lb was obtained from livestock auctions in three 
groups. For all groups, calves were assigned to treatments as follows: 

 calves that arrived as steers; 
 bulls castrated surgically at arrival; 
 bulls castrated surgically 14 days after arrival; 
 bulls castrated with a rubber band at arrival; 
 bulls castrated with a rubber band 14 days after arrival. 

ADG was calculated over either 43 days, 50 days, or 53 days, depending on the purchase group. Calves arriving as steers had 
significantly higher ADG. Bulls surgically castrated on arrival had higher ADG than other bull groups. Bulls surgically castrated 14 
days after arrival and band-castrated on arrival had lowest ADG. Over the entire feeding periods, fewer steers required treatment 
with antibiotics; there was no difference among bull groups in antibiotic treatment. NOTE: In some cases (especially during periods 
of low availability), bulls weighing less than 500lb may not be price discounted. This study indicates they should be discounted. 

(Prof. Anim. Sci. 30:457, Univ. of Arkansas) 

DO GROWTH IMPLANTS FOR CALVES STILL WORK WITH TODAY’S GENETICS? 

Growth implants for calves have been around for over 40 years. Research evaluating implants on calves (almost always showing 
positive effects) was mostly conducted over 30 years ago. Over the years, genetic selection has generally increased weight, milking 
potential, and muscling. Researchers wondered if response to growth implants was still the same from current cattle. 

At 30 to 90 days of age, 152 male calves were castrated, branded, and vaccinated; one-half of each group was implanted and one-
half not implanted. When weaned 134 days after working, implanted calves had gained 20 lb more. This is essentially the same 
average level of response obtained 30-40 years earlier. Implanting is still as effective with today’s genetics. However, industry-wide 
implementation of implanting suckling calves continues to be at a low rate. 

(2015 So. Sec. Am. Soc. Amin. Sci. Meeting Abst. 50; Oklahoma St. Univ., Merck Anim. Health) 

Allan Hunt Farms 
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*Yields highlighted in yellow are not significantly different (L.S.D., p=0.05) from the top ranked hybrid. 

Allan Hunt Farms 

***Note: These Grain Sorghum Trials unfortunately encountered extremely wet conditions for an extended time.*** 
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 San Patricio Cotton Race Trial 
Bobby Rieder Farms 



 San Patricio Agriculture “Agriculture Affects Everyone” 

 



 San Patricio Agriculture “Agriculture Affects Everyone” 

 



 San Patricio Agriculture “Agriculture Affects Everyone” 

 



 San Patricio Agriculture “Agriculture Affects Everyone” 

 

Bobby R. McCool 
San Patricio County Extension Agent 
Agriculture/Natural Resources 
219 N. Vineyard  
Sinton, TX 78387 

Nonprofit Organization 

US Postage 

PAID 

Permit No.115 

 

Bobby R. McCool 
County Extension Agent 
Agriculture/Natural Resources 
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service, San Patricio County 
 

Disclaimer - the information herein is for informational purposes only.  
Reference to commercial products or trade names is made with the 
understanding that no discrimination is intended and no endorsement by the 
Texas  A&M AgriLife Extension is implied.  Educational programs of the 
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard 
to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, disability, genetic 
information or veteran status. 
Individuals with disabilities who require an auxiliary aid, service, or 
accommodation in order to participate in any Extension event are 
encouraged to contact their County Extension Office at 361-364-6234 
at least one week in advance of the program in order for proper 
arrangements to be made.  

In the event of a name, address or phone number change please contact 
the office at: 

 Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service  

 219 N. Vineyard Attn: Ag/NR 

 Sinton, Texas 78387 
 (361) 364-6234  

Visit us online! 
http://sanpatricio.agrilife.org 


