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Hello again, 
 

It has been a strange winter. Cool, wet weather and green grass. Some have 
experienced a killing frost in the western part of the county, but in most of the 
county perennial forages have retained green color throughout the winter and 
cool season annuals have been growing well.  
 

Due to the continued wet weather pattern, planting has been delayed but 
some corn and a small amount grain sorghum has gone in the ground. 
 

I know that several of our area producers were in attendance at the Field Crop 
Symposium and this is old news, but during this event Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension presented an award to Hunt Farms in Gregory. This award was 
presented by Dennis Pietsch, Crop Testing Director, College Station, for over 
50 years of allowing grain sorghum variety testing to be done on their farm. 
The Hunt’s continued cooperation has impacted grain sorghum production in 
the Coastal Bend.  Thank you, John and Allan.  
 

I have included a recent grain outlook from Dr. Mark Welch, Extension 
Economist, College Station, and a cotton outlook from Dr. John Robinson, 
Extension Economist, College Station. I hope for no other reason these 
outlooks can serve as benchmarks as our crop year progresses. 
 

Nueces and San Patricio County AgriLife Extension is hosting a Wheat Field 
Day on April 7, 2015 from 9:00am to 2:00pm. With increasing interest in spring 
wheat production in the Coastal Bend, Jason and I have put together this 
event. We will register and begin the program at the Texas A&M AgriLife 
Research and Extension Center in Corpus Christi and end with a tour of the 
spring wheat variety trial in Odem. We are hoping planting is completed and 
you can join us. More detailed information is included in this newsletter. 
 

We have several other programs on tap in March and April and have included 
fliers for these events. Please RSVP if you wish to attend. 
 

Final note the San Patricio Crop Tour is scheduled for Tuesday, June 2, 2015, 
and I hope you will add this to your events to attend. 
 

Until next time,  
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Feed Grain Outlook 
Mark Welch, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Economist 
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2015/16 Fundamentals, Outlook, and Caveats 
Dr. John Robinson  ~ http://agrilife.org/cottonmarketing/2015_16-fundamentals-outlook-and-caveats 

USDA usually does not start prognosticating publicly about the 2015 crop market outlook until their Outlook Forum (circa 
February 2015) followed by the May ‘15 WASDE report. This year, however, they released their long-run projections in 
December, which gives us a glimpse of their tentative view of the 2015/16 cotton supply and demand picture, as seen in the 
yellow highlighted table column below. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The implication of USDA’s 2015/16 projection is for stable ending stocks, year over year, which further implies that cotton 
prices should continue to trade in a similar range as during 2014/15. Since this projection was released, we have had three 
more recent developments. First, the National Cotton Council released the results of their grower planting intentions survey. 
The survey measures cotton growers planting intentions as of the mid-December to mid-January time period. The NCC report 
indicates a notable 14.6% year-over-year reduction in U.S. planted cotton acreage, down to 9.43 million acres. This includes 
major reductions in upland plantings for regions such as the West (-46.6%), Mid-South (-25.9%), Southwest 9-13.5%), and 
Southeast (-10.6%). Some of the individual state reductions are surprisingly large - e.g., I am still wondering about the 
possibility of only 203,000 planted cotton acres in Arkansas. Also, the estimated 13.8% reduction in Texas plantings seems 
large to me . But, there is still time for either Mother Nature or market prices to influence these intentions. In other words, time 
will tell. The second development was the boost in U.S. cotton exports in the old crop balance sheet, as projected un USDA’s 
February WASDE report. Relative to the January projections, 2014/15 U. S. cotton exports were raised a notable 700,000 
bales to 10.7 million. This has two effects on the new crop outlook. First, it supports the idea of having somewhat higher 
exports in the 2015 crop balance sheet. Second, it lowered the carry-in to the new crop balance sheet by 500,000 bales. These 
developments reinforce the conclusion of the USDA projection above that there will be little change in ending stocks for the 
new crop marketing year. This, in turn, suggests little change in the projected range of the new crop prices, compared to the 
2014 crop. The third development is a refinement in USDA’s projected 2015/16 U.S. cotton balance sheet, which they 
published on February 19. Here, they also forecast a neutral ending stocks/price scenario, meaning that they see little change 
in ending stocks between the ‘15 crop versus the ‘14 crop, and hence little reason for a different price range. 
 
Future prices. We also have the futures market as a guide to the 2015 market. Dec ‘15 cotton futures since last fall have traded 
a small premium over old crop cotton futures. If the futures market was reflecting the full cost of carry (assume 80 points per 
month to store cotton), that spread should be widers.  Still, the fact that the market is no longer inverted, as it was in the first 
half of 2014, suggests that the tentative commercial outlook for Dec ‘15 is a little less bearish. Perhaps that reflects 
expectations of recovering demand,  perhaps stimulated and/or the whittling down of a lot of Chinese government reserves. 
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Using Top Guard to Control Root Rot: Pay Attention to That Label 
Dr. Thomas Isakeit, Professor and Extension Plant Pathologist ~ February 27, 2015 

Topguard (flutriafol) finally has a section 3 (full registration) label for control of Phymatotrichopsis root rot of 
cotton (“cotton root rot”). This label is permanent and will permit Topguard use in all states where cotton root 
rot is a problem, not just Texas. Additionally, there is also a section 18 label for Texas for 2015, which was 
requested just in case full registration was not granted in time for the growing season. 

 
However, the intention of the makers of Topguard, Cheminova (under review to be merged with FMC) was 
that the full registration would be used with a different formulation of Topguard, known as “Topguard Terra”. 
This formulation is approximately 4 times as concentrated with the active ingredient, flutriafol, as Topguard 
that was sold with the section 18 label. There are no appreciable differences in the performance of the active 
ingredient and the properties of carriers between the formulations. Since both formulations will be sold for 
the time being, it is very important that whatever formulation the grower buys, the grower pays attention to 
use rates printed on that container. Eventually, probably by next year, only Topguard Terra will be available 
for cotton.  

 
The Topguard that has been used for the past few years has 1.07 pounds active ingredient per gallon and is 
used at a rate of 16-32 fluid ounces per acre. Topguard Terra has 4.17 pounds active ingredient per gallon 
and is used at a rate of 4-8 fluid ounces per acre. Containers of these formulations will be clearly labeled 
(see figure 1). Although instructions on both labels are similar, the major and obvious difference is product 
use rate per 1000 row feet, based on row spacing. For example, with a 16 fluid ounce per acre rate of 
Topguard and a row spacing of 40 inches, 1.22 fluid ounces is applied per 1000 feet of row. To apply that 
same amount of active ingredient of flutriafol in that same 40 inch row spacing, Topguard Terra would be 
applied at 4 fluid ounces per acre, or 0.31 fluid ounces per 1000 feet of row. 

 
There are no differences in the use patterns between the two Topguard formulations. Both are still labeled 
for at-plant applications only, either by a T-band or modified in furrow technique. The modified in-furrow 
technique may perform better under conditions of low rainfall than the T-band technique. The T-band 
technique may be preferable with fields that are sprinkler irrigated. Ideally, irrigation or rain occurs shortly 
after crop emergence (several days to two weeks), to redistribute the fungicide. The crop should never be 
planted dry, then watered in, because of an enhanced risk of phytotoxicity. Unfortunately, phytotoxicity as 
delayed or reduced emergence may occur if there is rain before crop emergence. Research is on-going to 
determine strategies to prevent such phytotoxicity, including other methods of application. 

 
We have observed performance problems caused by clogging of application orifices. This problem can 
inadvertently show that the fungicide is working (see figure 2). Growers should pay attention to this problem, 
particularly first-time users. Flow meters could identify when clogging occurs. Different application products 
may alleviate the problem (e.g. larger orifices in the rebounder, or a T-band spray nozzle set higher). First-
time users should also consider leaving a small, non-treated area in the field to identify performance and 
allow comparisons of crop emergence. 

 
If you have any questions, contact me at (979) 862-1340 or t-isakeit@tamu.edu. 

 

http://agrilife.org/texasrowcrops/2015/02/27/using-topguard-to-control-root-rot-pay-attention-to-that-label/  
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Entomology Update from South Texas 
Robert Bowling (Robert.bowling@ag.tamu.edu) ~ March 5, 2015 

This year two insecticides have been approved for use on sugarcane aphid in sorghum. Sivanto® 
received registration from the EPA and this product. Numerous efficacy studies have revealed that 
Sivanto provides excellent sugarcane aphid control in sorghum when used at Section 2ee labeled 
rates of 4 to 7 oz/ac. Bayer CropScience indicates that this product is compatible with many 
beneficial insects and predatory mites. Sivanto has a preharvest interval (PHI) of 21 days for dried 
grain, stover or straw, and 7 days for forage. The EPA granted a Section 18 on Transform for 
Texas. This Section 18 runs through October 31 and allows for two in-season applications of 
Transform for sugarcane aphid in sorghum. Labeled rates range from 0.75 to 1.5 oz/ac. The 
Section 18 allows for two applications per acre per year and not to exceed 3 oz/ac. A higher 
rate range is recommended for heavy sugarcane aphid populations. This product has a 14 day PHI 
for grain or straw harvest and 7 day PHI for grazing or forage, fodder, or hay harvest. Insecticide 
applications are suggested when sugarcane aphid densities average 50 to 125 aphids per leaf. 
Please monitor all sorghum fields (including forage sorghum, sudangrass, and haygrazer) carefully 
throughout the season as this aphid can builds its populations to high numbers in a very short 
period of time. 
 

http://agrilife.org/texasrowcrops/2015/03/05/entomology-update-from-south-texas/  

WHEAT FIELD DAY 

April 7, 2015 
9:00 am - 2:00 pm 

Texas A&M AgriLife Research & Extension Center 
10345 State Hwy 44, Corpus Christi, TX 78406 
$20 Participation Fee - Includes a boxed Lunch 

 
Registration: 8:30 am 
 
9:00 - 10:30 am Growing wheat in the Coastal Bend - Dr. Clark Neely, Small Grains & Oilseed Extension  
   Specialist, College Station and Dr. Josh McGinty, Extension Agronomist, Corpus Christi 
 
10:30 - 10:45 am Break 
 
10:45 - 11:45 am Tour Wheat Plots at Research Center 
 
11:45 - 1:00 pm Lunch and travel to Odem 
 
1:00 - 2:00 pm Tour Wheat Variety Trial in Odem 
 
* 3 CEU’s (2 General and 1 IPM) 
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Beef  Cattle Browsing 
Dr. Stephen Hammack, Professor & Extension Beef Cattle Specialist Emeritus 

ARE CATTLE NUMBERS FINALLY INCREASING? 

January 1, 2015 numbers released by the National Agriculture Statistics Service of USDA say yes, 
if one year represents a trend. Numbers (and % comparison to Jan 1, 2014) are as follows:  

 All cattle and calves 89.4 million (+1%) 

 Beef cows 29.7 million (+2%) 

 Milk cows 9.3 million (+1%) 

 All heifers >500lb 19.4 million (+1%) 

 Beef replacement heifers 5.8 million (+4%) 

 Milk replacement heifers 4.6 million (+1%) 

 Other heifers 8.8 million, (down slightly) 

 Steers >500lb 15.8 million (+1%) 

 Bulls >500lb 2.1 million (+3%) 

 Calves <500lb 13.7 million (+1%) 

 Cattle and calves on feed for slaughter 13.1 million (+1%) 
 

(More detailed information for 2015 and preceding years is available at 
http://usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/MannUsda/viewDocumentInfo.do?documentID+1017) 

 

BEEF IS OK SAYS AHA 

The American Heart Association has officially certified beef as “part of a heart-healthy diet”. That is, 
some beef. The following items meet their certification: 

 Extra Lean Ground Beef (96% lean) 

 Bottom Round Steak (USDA Select) 

 Sirloin Tip Steak (USDA Select) 

 Top Sirloin Boneless Petite Roast (USDA Select) 

 Top Sirloin Strips (USDA Select) 

 Top Sirloin Filet (USDA Select) 

 Top Sirloin Kabob (USDA Select) 

 Top Sirloin Boneless Steak (USDA Select) 
 

Note these cuts, except for the ground product, require USDA Select grade. Perhaps this AHA 
certification could lead to higher consumption and greater value to the beef industry for product not 
qualified for high-quality branded programs, such as Certified Angus Beef®, which typically require 
mid-Choice grade or higher. At least, it can’t hurt. 

(http://beefboard.org) 
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Will be available at the 
Extension Office in 
Sinton for $10 per 

participant.  
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Disclaimer - the information herein is for informational purposes only.  
Reference to commercial products or trade names is made with the 
understanding that no discrimination is intended and no endorsement by the 
Texas  A&M AgriLife Extension is implied.  Educational programs of the 
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard 
to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, disability, genetic 
information or veteran status. 
Individuals with disabilities who require an auxiliary aid, service, or 
accommodation in order to participate in any Extension event are 
encouraged to contact their County Extension Office at 361-364-6234 
at least one week in advance of the program in order for proper 
arrangements to be made.  

In the event of a name, address or phone number change please contact 
the office at: 

 Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service  

 219 N. Vineyard Attn: Ag/NR 

 Sinton, Texas 78387 
 (361) 364-6234  

Visit us online! 
http://sanpatricio.agrilife.org 


