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SPECIAL POINTS OF INTEREST: 
 January 23-30, 2016                

A&H Show 

 February 1, 2016 
 Sugarcane Aphid Research                                                                      
 & Management Update 

 February 4, 2016             
Natural Resource Management 
w/Remote Sensing 

 February 6, 2016                 
Beef Cattle Workshop 

 March 22, 2016                  
Grass Growers Gathering 

 
Hello again, 

2016 is off and running and moisture at the moment is in 
abundance. The mud is still shining in parts, of many 
fields. It is always good at this time of the year to see  
moisture levels high. There is still fertilizer going out 
where it is dry enough to run, but for the most part, 
farmers seem to be on schedule at this time.  

Stock show season is here and I hope you will take time 
to come and support the Aransas and San Patricio 
Counties youth at the 2016 A&H Show. There has been 
a few changes in the schedule of events and I have 
included a show schedule in this newsletter. The main 
change is the swine and beef will show on Thursday. 

I am also including fliers from other great educational 
opportunities in the surrounding area. If you need more 
information please feel free to give me a call. 

 

Till next time,  
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Evaluating if Grain Sorghum Hybrids with Seed Company Designation of Tolerance/Resistance to 
Sugarcane Aphid Are Right for you in 2016 

Dr. Calvin Trostle, Extension Agronomy, Lubbock 

In 2016 Texas grain sorghum producers will find more information from seed companies and 
other sources about grain sorghum hybrids that may offer potentially increased-or better 
documented-tolerance/resistance to sugarcane aphid (SCA). I provide a link to a list of recent 
seed company designated SCA-tolerant/resistant hybrids below, but I recommend caution in 
evaluating information regarding sugarcane aphid tolerance/resistance. Access the full 
document for additional considerations. Foremost, at this time: 

1) Assume all grain sorghum hybrids-even if designated tolerant/resistant to SCA-have 
some level of susceptibility (and all would be viewed as highly susceptible in some fields) 
to sugarcane aphid. 

2) All grain sorghum hybrids must be scouted, and at this time the same SCA treatment 
thresholds apply to these hybrids as any other. No sorghum hybrid is immune to SCA. 
Some Texas farmers made the mistake of assuming too much about early purported 
tolerant hybrids for 2015, and they failed to treat SCA in timely fashion, or even scout 
their fields regularly if at all. 

Dr. Ron Schnell, AgriLife cropping systems agronomist, College Station, and Dr. Bill Rooney, 
Texas A&M AgriLife Research sorghum breeder, College Station, both contribute further helpful 
comments in understanding how to properly assess the designation of specific grain sorghums 
as having substantial tolerance/resistance to sugarcane aphid. Together we offer three “Bottom 
Lines” for potentially selecting a suitable grain sorghum hybrid for your farming conditions:  

1) Texas sorghum producers should view all hybrids as susceptible at some level and follow 
standard scouting and treatment thresholds for every sorghum hybrid. 

2) Many field reports of SCA field activity in different hybrids are simply observations that 
someone has seen tolerance at some point. It certainly doesn't mean that you can ignore 
the SCA without implication. 

3) Texas A&M AgriLife suggests producers consider planting adapted high-yielding grain 
sorghum hybrids then expect and plan to manage the sugarcane aphid, because even if 
you plant a tolerant/resistant hybrid, you likely still have to manage it and you may be 
giving up significant yield potential with an SCA-tolerant/resistant hybrid if it doesn’t yield 
well. 

Read the full document for additional information on grain sorghum hybrid tolerance/resistance 
to sugarcane aphid at http://lubbock.tamu.edu (link is entitled ‘Grain Sorghum Hybrid Selection 
and Sugarcane Aphid 2016’). 
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Beef  Cattle Browsing 
Dr. Stephen Hammack, Professor & Extension Beef Cattle Specialist Emeritus 

Knowing When to Assist at Calving 
Joe C. Paschal, Livestock Specialist, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 

Some of you are or will be calving replacement heifers and I thought it would be a good time to review the process in 
case you are wondering when you might need to assist. Calving is generally divided into three stages. The first stage is 
when the mucous plug inside the female’s cervix begins to dissolve and the cervix begins to dilate. This may take several 
hours. The female may wander off to be alone during this time. This stage ends as the calf’s nose and feet enter the birth 
canal.  

The second stage is the actual delivery of the calf. The fluid filled “water bags” that surround and cushion the fetus are 
expelled and the calf is pushed through and out of the birth canal. This usually takes less than an hour in cows and less 
than two hours in heifers. If the process lasts longer, veterinary assistance may be required. Cows that have previous 
calves deliver more quickly, often in 30 minutes or less. 

The third and final stage of calving is the expulsion of the placenta or “after birth”. This usually occurs within eight to 
twelve hours after calving. If the placenta is still in the cow after twelve hours it is considered “retained”. Do not attempt to 
remove it by inserting your hand and “unbuttoning” it. Prevention of infection of the uterus is important and veterinary 
advice is recommended. 

Most difficult calving can be avoided by using “easy calving” bulls that have high accuracy and high calving ease 
Expected Progeny Differences and cows with acceptable pelvic area. Cows that calve easier come back into estrus and 
rebreed more quickly. For more information on avoiding calving difficulty visit with your local veterinarian and county 
Extension agent. 

Suggested additional reading (all at beef.tamu.edu) 

http://animalscience.tamu.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/14/2012/04/beef-assisting-difficult-calving.pdf 

http://animalscience.tamu.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/14/2012/04/beef-avoiding-calving-problems.pdf 

http://animalscience.tamu.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/14/2012/04/beef-recognizing-handling.pdf (an oldie but a goodie!)  

NEW TRICHOMONIASIS REGULATION 

The Texas Animal Health Commission made some changes to the Trich control program 
regulations that will be implemented starting January 1, 2016. The regulations now state: 

“The maximum age for bulls to be sold as ‘virgins’ in Texas was lowered from 24 to 18 months. 
Bulls may still be sold as ‘virgins’ up to 30 months of age if a veterinarian will co-sign a statement 
along with the owner, stating that the bull has not been in contact with female cattle. Virgin bulls are 
not required to be tested upon change of ownership. A separate Trichomoniasis rule passed which 
requires the testing of bulls on adjacent pastures to where an infected bull was disclosed.” 

(http://www.tahc.state.tx.us/news/pr/2015/2015-10-21_CommissionMeetingRelease.pdf)  
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Disclaimer - the information herein is for informational purposes only.  
Reference to commercial products or trade names is made with the 
understanding that no discrimination is intended and no endorsement by the 
Texas  A&M AgriLife Extension is implied.  Educational programs of the 
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard 
to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, disability, genetic 
information or veteran status. 
Individuals with disabilities who require an auxiliary aid, service, or 
accommodation in order to participate in any Extension event are 
encouraged to contact their County Extension Office at 361-364-6234 
at least one week in advance of the program in order for proper 
arrangements to be made.  

In the event of a name, address or phone number change please contact 
the office at: 

 Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service  

 219 N. Vineyard Attn: Ag/NR 

 Sinton, Texas 78387 
 (361) 364-6234  

Visit us online! 
http://sanpatricio.agrilife.org 


