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Lonvenience Testing for Pesticide
Applicators
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Introduction

< TDA contracted with PSI Services (PSI) to
administer Ag pesticide exams

<+ Same vendor that administers exams for structural
pest control

< Structural has administered over 2,500 exams in
the last year - very few issues

< TDA resources will be utilized more efficiently

< Services to customers is expanded to meet their
needs and schedules
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Partnership==Successtul Implementation

s> Collaboration between TDA and AgrilLife is paramount to
success




What stays the same...

s> TDA staff will continue conventional testing through May
o TDA regional offices, and
o in locations where exams were previously scheduled.

s> May 15 is the target date for pesticide applicator licensing
forms to be available on the TDA website.

s> Applicants shall continue to contact AgrilLife for study
materials and pesticide training.

The target date to begin testing with PSl is
June 1, 2014.
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General Info on PSI

G ;s
s Have provided credentialing and testing services
o To state, federal, private and professional associations
s Has 65 years of experience
s Can provide exam opportunities in other states
s WIll provide 22 locations in Texas
s> Available 5 days per week
o Some Saturdays

s> Registering for an exam is available 24/7 by website

so Phone registration is available M-F 6:30 am-7:00 pm and
Saturday 10:00am - 4:00 pm
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22 New Testing Locations/17 cities

s> Abilene s Harlingen

s Amarillo s Houston (4 sites)

s Arlington so Lubbock

s Austin (2 sites) s MCAllen

s Corpus Christi s Midland

s Dallas s San Antonio (2 sites)
s Richardson s Tyler

s El Paso s> Waco

so Fort Worth
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PSI Website

Ppsi B}
- PSI Exarms Online

Home | FAQs | Contact Us | PSI Boolkstordg

3 —

Welcome to PSI1 Exams on

Tale] an easy o use, paperless, a
interactive approach to expedite
YOUT examination process.

Find Information or Download Candidate Information Bulletin

Wie offer a variety of serwvices for Real Estate, Insurance,
Construction, Barber, Cosmetology and other professional
licensaes and certifications.

To Fimnd Information or Download a Candidate Information Bulletin, Click on
omne of the Categories Belowe:

EXAMINATION STITE CLOSTNG FOOR AN
EMERGENCY: In the event that severea
weasthar or anothaer eamaergency forcaes
the closure of an examination site on a
scheduled examination date. your
axamination will b2 reschadulad. PSI
personnel will attempt to contact vyou in
this situation. Howeawear, you may check
theae status of your examination
schedule by calling (800) 73=2-9257.
Evary effort will b2 mades to reschaedula
your examination at & conwvaenient time
as soon as possible.

Testrac Candidates CLICHK HERE to

ou Ccan:

»» LTreate an account

3» Register for an examination
e Schedule an examination

Retwrnamng sers

More PSI Services
> Buy Books Online
To buy books, Reference materials B more, visit Online Boolk Store

»»  Omlime Practice Test

Cur practice tests offers detailad feaedback., instant online scoring and
prescriptive score reports. Clicke here to take an online practice test.

> PSI Learming ﬁcadem\rﬁ"-

Harae yvyou will fimd a weaslth of learming mataerials including online coursas
for pre-licensure/cartification and continuing education offerings. To

access Click here

b5 PSI Continuing Education Services

To access services for continuing education. Click here

> Testing with PSI Internationally -

Zlick here to learm about PSI's Intermnational NMetwork of Exam Locations

Check Awvailable Appointment Dates Before YWou Register

Clicks here to check for awvailable appointmeant times and locations before you
register and provide payment.

Wi e OO ER TR OO § LR

Sigm im

Email Address: I |

Password [ |
[=1

[[l remember me

-_Si;;]n_in-' [ é‘lear:

Starkt in: I Home page

[ Forgot Passwoard? ]

[Update amail
address]
If wou do not hawve an account, pleasa
click the below link.
[ Creste an Account ]

Click hare to wview thae PSI Exxamination
Tutorial.

Copyright Z2000-2013 PSI. ALL RIGHTS RESERWED.

Weaersion 1.69.0.1

| Brivacy Policy | BSI Corporata




Typical PSI Testing Center Setup

s |Individual testing space

s Proctored by onsite personnel
s Quiet, comfortable & secure
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Computers Simplified

Graan Blua Graan Graan
MNaxt/Back Key Mark Keay Goto Keay End Kay
Press when you want Press when you want Press when you Press to end your
to go to the next or to mark a question to want to goto a exarm o view other
previous guestion review later specific qQuUestion options

yd | |

Rad Blua Graan
Halp Kay Commants Entar Kay
Press 1,2,3, or g Press to unanswer Press anytime Kay Press to record
to select answenr a gquestion for help Press to enter a AN S e
comment about
an item
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Trial Exam (Questions

s Time is allowed to get used to the computer. Allows learning
of how to start and stop the exam, answer and correct
guestions, and get comfortable with the process

Test: SAMPLE TEST ( Total Portions : 1 )

3. Abroker inspects a house before listing it and notices water stains on some walls. The broker

informs the owners that the leak must be disclosed, but they insist that prospective buyers not be
told about the leak. What should the broker do?

{Choose from the following oplions)

] 1. List and market the house the way the sellers want.

| 2. List the house "as is.”

O

1

3. List the house after the sellers paint the walls.

Decline the listing.

| -

[a«m H Med 5> I
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Examinees Need to Know

so BE ON TIME - if late, fees are forfeited and must
reschedule

s> LEAVE PERSONAL ITEMS IN VEHICLE OR HOME: No
personal items, including cell phones, purses, bags,
backpacks, books, notes, etc. are allowed in testing area.
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Process for Private Applicators

O B




G ;s
s> Attend a Private Pesticide Applicator training session FIRST.

s» Contact Texas A&M AgriLife Extension to locate a training
session and obtain study materials at: www.aes.tamu.edu

so Training is valid for up to 5 years or until license is issued-
whichever comes first.
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Step 2

s Upon completion of the training, AgriLife will give both the
white copy (original) and the yellow copy of the Training
Verification form (D-1411) to the trainee.

[AgriLife keeps the pink copy (no change) ]

Trainee keeps the yellow copy for their records

s> The white copy (original) will go to TDA with the completed
Private Pesticide Applicator license application form.
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s> Applicator obtains a hard copy of the Private Pesticide
Applicator license application form (Form PA-400P) from
TDA (website, phone, or fax).

o Texasagriculture.gov
o 1-800-TELL-TDA
o (888) 216-9865 fax

s> AgriLife may consider providing hard copies of this form at
their training sessions as a service to our customers.
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s> Applicator submits:

o completed Private Pesticide Applicator application form,
o license fee of $60, and

o white (original) copy of the Training Verification form to
TDA for processing.

s |f the license information, fees, or the Training Verification
form is not provided or is insufficient, TDA will send a
pending letter to the applicant to obtain the missing

information. The application is in a PENDING status until
information is provided.
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NI

G ;s
s> When the license application is accepted,

o Applicant will receive a letter in the mail with their
Account Number.

s This Account Number is the number the applicator will use
to register and schedule the Private applicator exam with
PSI.

s |F an email is provided, PSI will send an email to the
applicant inform them of their eligibility to test. (this step
will save several days)
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EXAMPLE OF PSI EMAIL NOTIFICATION

You have been successfully registered for the TX Private
Pesticide Applicator examination.

Please click here to schedule your examination in the PSI
System.

Follow the system prompts to schedule your exam.

This process does NOT need the Account Number to access as it will
automatically link the applicator to PSI.

05-09-2014
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https://candidate.psiexams.com/createAccount?testRegnId=6535818&fName=MARCOS&emailId=jralph@psionline.com

Step 6

s The applicant then contacts PSI (website or phone) to
schedule their exam(s).
o Registers on PSI website
o Selects exam
o Selects exam location and time
o Pays examination fee (if applicable)

s Private applicator exam is free for the first attempt.

s If the applicant fails the first attempt, the second (or
subsequent) attempts will require a payment of $52.00
each to PSI.

o There is a 24 hour waiting period to take a repeat exam.

05-09-2014 19



-Reply @psionline. com =

scheduling your examination with PSI

g your examination with PSI1.
tails of your scheduled examination:

‘echnician Exams

ed: TX Termite Technician
2. 2014

9:00 AM (hh:mm)
AG730551
LIMGTOM
3 East Randol Mill Road
2 Arlington Texas 76011

From Hwy 183, take Industrial South. Tum left on Lamar Blwd. Tum right on Ball Park. Tum left on Randol Mill Road, to 2008 Handol Mill Road. The site is one blo
Collins (Hwy 157} exit South. Tum left on Randaol Mill Road.

 bring to the Test Center:

ation
your P51 examination fee is MON-REFUNDABLE and MOMN-TRAMNSFERABLE.

t center 30 minutes prior to your examination start time.

“allowed into the testing center. P3I does not provide lockers and will not be responsible for any personal belongings. You are strongly advised to leave these at

invalid, you will not be able to take the examination as scheduled, and you will forfeit your examination fee, if you:
ointment 2 days before the scheduled examination date.

examination appointment;

tion start time.

dentification when you arrive for the examination.

te Information Bulletin available at http:/www psiexams com for complete information regarding your examination,




s Upon completion of the exam, the testing center will provide
iImmediate exam results:

o If 70% or over=pass. Only the score will be provided.

o Fail = <70%. A summary of the exam will be provided to identify the
person’s performance in specific topic areas.

Chemical 10 6
characteristics

Calibrations & 8 7
Calculations
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SAMPLE EXAM SUMMARY SHEET

P51 SERVICES LLC

JAHM s FR .

728 NORTHEasT 3" #ic2
BEALFCRT, T8 #a3in
TOM MOMBER:  F37 s s

Cady OATZ: 541971612

EXam HAME: <Exzmination Mames

CEAM RESLLT : TAIL

The “allrwing i+ an analysis of wour examinakion:

Fapic # Questions & Correct
: Laws and Fegulazicns A 1l
! Propiesties “n k)
: Eazirs b 1
Pirlicies ¥ !
RESULT *** FAIL *** 4 16 [40.0%)

T achleve 3 passing sgofe an this sxarsinatinn yan mesr have had X8 crrrect answers.
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Step ¢

GGG G G E T S S S E S E S S E S S S S S iR
s» PSI will send exam scores to TDA nightly.

s |f all licensing criteria are met, TDA will issue the Private
Pesticide Applicator license.
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Recertification Exam

s> Recertification Exam is available

s Applicant will need to contact TDA - AUSTIN
s> TDA will work with PSI to authorize testing
«> $50.00 first attempt (no change)

> $52.00 subsequent attempts

s Further discussion may be needed to evaluate necessity of
this process.
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Commercial /Non-Commercial and Non-
Commercial Political Subdivision Applicators

&0 3
\




General Information Comm /Non-Comm

so NO pre-license training is required.

s> The Laws & Regulations and General exams are
consolidated into one exam called the GENERAL
STANDARDS exam (100 questions total).

s> Most category exams are 50 questions.

s If @ commercial, non-commercial, or non-commercial
political applicant passes the general and fails the category
exam or vice versa, the passing exam score is valid for 1
year. A license will not be issued unless BOTH the general
standards and at least 1 category exam are passed.
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CATEGORY SPECIFICS

s There is no category exam fee for non-commercial political
applicants if they provide written documentation that the
applicant is employed by a political entity (city, county, etc.)
and applications will be made for that political entity.
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Proposed Changes to (ategories

G ;s
s Category names will be changed and slight differences

s These category names will be used for PSI exams
o NO more CHEMIGATION or ANTI-FOULING PAINT

o 1C Weed & Brush Control in Range and Pastures is now PASTURE
AND RANGELAND

o 1D Predatory Animal is now VERTEBRATE PEST
o 3Ais now for LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE ONLY

o 3B is for NURSERY PLANT PRODUCTION

o 5. RIGHT OF WAY is now VEGETATION MANAGEMENT

o 7. Demonstration & Research will NOT require additional categories

 Comprehensive for all sites where Demo & Research is
conducted
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(ategories/#questions/Time Allowance

General Standards (100 questions/2 hours) O Landscape Maintenance (50 questions/1.25 hours)

Private (100 questions/2 hours) O Livestock Protection Collar (50 questions/1.25
hours)
M-44 Device (50 questions/ 1.25 hours)

Private Recertification (150 questions/2.5 hours)

Aerial (50 questions/1.25 hours) Nursery Plant Production (50 questions/1.25 hours)

Animal Health (50 questions/1.25 hours) Pasture & Rangeland (50 questions/1.25 hours)

Aquatic Pest (50 questions/1.25 hours) Public Health (Vector) (50 questions/1.25 hours)

Citrus Pest (50 questions/1.25 hours) Regulatory Pest Control (50 questions/1.25 hours)

Demonstration & Research (50 questions/1.25 Seed Treatment (50 questions/1.25 hours)
hours)
Farm Storage & Fumigation (50 questions/1.25
hours)

Field Crop (50 questions/1.25 hours)

Soil Fumigation (50 questions/1.25 hours)

Vegetation Management (50 questions/1.25 hours)

o o a o a a a a a

Forest Pest (50 questions/1.25 hours) Vertebrate Pest Control (25 questions/1.00 hours)

Fruit, Nut, Vegetable Control (50 questions/ 1.25
hours)
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Step 1 & 2

s> Applicant contacts Texas A&M AgrilLife Extension Service for
the appropriate pesticide examination study manuals at
www.aes.tamu.edu or (979) 845-1099

s Applicant completes a Commercial/Non-Commercial
Pesticide Applicator application and submits the license fee
to TDA.

o Commercial Pesticide Applicator License Fee = $180/year
o Non-Commercial Pesticide Applicator License Fee = $120/year

o Non-Commercial Political Subdivision Pesticide Applicator License
Fee = $12/year
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Steps 3 & 4

s Submit the completed applicator license application form
and license fee to TDA.

o If the license information or fee is insufficient, TDA will send a
pending letter to the applicant to obtain the missing information.
The application is in a PENDING status until information is provided.

s> When the license application is processed, TDA will send
the applicant a letter in the mail with their Account Number.
This Account Number will be the number the applicator will
use to register and schedule their exam(s) with PSI.

s |F an email is provided, PSI will send an email to the
applicant to inform them of their eligibility to test. (this step
will save several days)
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NI

s> Applicant contacts PSI (website or phone) to register and
schedule their exam(s).
o The General Standards applicator exam is free for the first attempt.

o The commercial/non-commercial applicant will pay $24.00 category
fee for the initial attempt of each category exam.

o The non-commercial political-subdivision applicant is not charged a
category fee.

o If the applicant fails the first attempt of the General Standards or a
category exam, the additional attempts will require a payment of
$52.00 each to PSI.

o There is a 24 hour waiting period to take a repeat exam.
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-
s Upon completion of the exam, the testing center will provide

immediate exam results:
o If 70% or over=pass. Only the score will be provided.

o Fail = <70%. A summary of the exam will be provided to identify the
person’s performance in specific topic areas.

Chemical characteristics
Calibrations & Calculations 8 7
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s» PSI will send exam scores to TDA nightly. If all licensing
criteria are met, TDA will issue the pesticide applicator
license.

s If the commercial/non-commercial/non-commercial
political applicator is adding a category to an already
existing license, they will not receive a revised license,
unless they contact TDA to reissue their license.

o The category will be printed on the license once it is renewed.
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General Information

s |f the applicant has any questions about licensing or
categories, they should contact TDA.

so PSI STAFF CANNOT PROVIDE LICENSING ADVICE OR
INFORMATION.
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Consistent Messaging is Vital to Success

s Increased opportunities for our customers to take exams
o At a time that works for them
o Available more days and times than were available
o Exam results feedback to learn from (if they fail)

s AgriLife Extension has the community connections and
contacts to make this work

s Training provided by AgriLife remains the foundation of
quality and consistent pesticide education

5o Results are realized in knowledgeable, responsible and
compliant pesticide applicators.
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TDA Pesticide Program Contacts

s> Randy Rivera

o Randy.Rivera@TexasAgriculture.gov
o 512-463-7717

so Janet Fults

o Janet.Fults@TexasAgriculture.gov
o 512-463-8327

s> Perry Cervantes

o Perry.Cervantes@TexasAgriculture.gov
o 512-463-7692
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QUESTIONS??
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