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EFFECT OF ESTABLISHMENT METHOD AND STOCKING RATE ON WHEAT PASTURE PERFORMANCE 

 

Hurricane Season has Officially Begun: Be Prepared 

In its 2014 Atlantic hurricane season outlook issued on May 22, 2014, 

NOAA’s Climate Prediction Center is forecasting an active or extremely 

active season this year. 

For the six-month hurricane season, which begins June 1, NOAA’s Atlantic 

Hurricane Season Outlook says there is a 70 percent likelihood of 8 to 13 

named storms (winds of 39 mph or higher), of which 7 to 11 could become hurricanes (winds of 74 

mph or higher), including 1 to 2 major hurricanes (Category 3, 4 or 5; winds of 111 mph or higher). 

 These ranges are below the seasonal average of 12 named storms, 6 hurricanes and 3 major 

hurricanes. 

 Information was collected from the NOAA National Weather Service Climate Prediction Center. 

 

Individuals with disabilities, who require an auxiliary aid, 
service or accommodations in order to participate in 
any of the above mentioned activities, are encouraged 
to contact the County Extension Office eight days 
before all programs for assistance. 

The information given herein is for educational 
purposes only.  Reference to commercial products or 
trade names is made with the understanding that no 
discrimination is intended and no endorsements by the 
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service is implied. 

Educational programs of the Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension Service are open to all people without regard 
to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, 
disability, genetic information or veteran status. 

The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of 
Texas Cooperating 

 

For more information contact:  

 

Michael Donalson 
County Extension Agent - 

Agriculture & Natural Resources 
Refugio County 

107 East Roca Street, Refugio, TX 78377 
Phone: (361) 526-2825 

Fax: (361) 526-4340 
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CALL FOR ADDRESSES AND EMAIL 

If anyone knows of someone who does not receive this 
newsletter, please let us know! 

 

Also, if you would like to receive this newsletter by email, let us 
know! 

 

 

 

 

  

DON’T FORGET!!! 

 

Is on the Web at… 

http://refugio.agrilife.org/ 
 

   Beef Cattle Browsing 

Dr. Stephen Hammack, Professor & Extension Beef Cattle Specialist Emeritus 

MARCHING TOWARD “SUSTAINABILITY” 

Sustainability of beef production is a term being used a lot these days. Some of the largest foodservice 
businesses, and others, say they want their beef to come from sustainable production. But they’re 
having trouble defining “sustainable beef”. The recently formed Global Roundtable for Sustainable 
Beef is attempting to address this issue. The group is composed of: 

- producer groups (including the National Cattlemen’s Beef Association, Canadian Cattlemen’s 
Association, and Cattle Council of Australia), 
- commerce and processors (such as Cargill, JBS, Tyson, Elanco, Merck, and Dow), 
- retailers (including McDonalds and WalMart), 
- “civil society” groups (including organizations such as the National WildlifE Federation, Earth 
Innovation Institute, and Rainforest Alliance). 

The Roundtable has preliminarily drafted the following sustainable beef principles: 

1. Natural Resource: Global sustainable beef stakeholders produce beef in a manner that identifies 
and manages natural resources responsibly and maintains or enhances the health of ecosystems. 

2. People and Community: Global sustainable beef stakeholders protect and respect human rights 
and recognize the critical roles that all participants within the beef value chain play in their 
community regarding culture, heritage, employment, land rights and health. 

3. Animal Health and Welfare: Global sustainable beef stakeholders respect and manage animals 
to ensure their health and welfare. 

4. Food: Global sustainable beef stakeholders ensure the safety and quality of beef products and 
utilize information-sharing systems that promote beef sustainability. 

5. Efficiency and Innovation: Global sustainable beef stakeholders encourage innovation, optimize 
production, reduce waste and add to economic viability. 

Time will tell where this goes and what the impact will be on the various segments of beef production. 
(grsbeef.org) 

 

 

Did you miss a program or want to watch a video to learn something new? 

 

Check out the Agriculture Videos on our Website at: 

http://refugio.agrilife.org/videos/agriculture-videos/ 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=announce+Clipart&start=227&hl=en&gbv=2&biw=1152&bih=726&addh=36&tbm=isch&tbnid=AsTJcpdmohX_xM:&imgrefurl=http://maurgood.wordpress.com/&docid=yEV4M5IrhQimVM&imgurl=http://snarkcraft.files.wordpress.com/2009/02/urgent-clipart.jpg?w=400&h=300&w=400&h=302&ei=1O6rT4DPGOeY2wWkiPilAg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=720&vpy=164&dur=325&hovh=195&hovw=258&tx=90&ty=132&sig=108764510764594444046&page=12&tbnh=157&tbnw=208&ndsp=22&ved=1t:429,r:20,s:227,i:99
http://refugio.agrilife.org/
http://refugio.agrilife.org/videos/agriculture-videos/


 

  

Next Private Applicator Training will be November 7, 2014!! 

Protecting your groundwater quality 

Most U.S. groundwater is safe for human use. However, contamination can and does happen. There is 
much that informed well owners can do to minimize the potential for contamination to enter their water 
supply. Here are five strategies for doing so: 

#1--Maintain your well. Regular well maintenance includes, but is not limited to: 

• Checking the visible parts of your well system monthly for signs of wear and tear or damage 
• Getting a periodic water well system inspection by a qualified water well professional 
• Locating any abandoned wells on your land; have a water well system professional properly decommission it 

#2--Test your water annually for bacteria, nitrate, and anything of local concern.  

• Water testing is a diagnostic tool that can detect new contamination, possibly leading to groundwater protection remedies 

#3--Proper water well system construction.  

• When building or modifying a well system, use a qualified water well system professional who can build your system to any 
applicable codes and best practices. 

#4--Use good well owner property use practices. 

• Keep animals away from the wellhead 
• Don't mix or use pesticides, fertilizers, degreasers, fuels, and other pollutants near the well 
• Never dispose of wastes in dry or abandoned wells 
• Have a qualified septic system service provider pump and inspect your septic system 
• Avoid disposing of hazardous substances in your septic system 
• Be careful around the yard to avoid damaging the wellhead 

#5--Protecting groundwater after a natural disaster. 

• After a natural disaster such as a flood, tornado, earthquake or hurricane that impacts your well, use a qualified water well 
system professional to assess your system and perform repairs and maintenance 

• Post-disaster well cleaning may include removal of debris from the well, cleaning individual system components, and 
disinfection 

   

                   

Reminder 

Texas Department of 
Agriculture restricts 
the use of products 

with 2,4-D in Refugio 
County between 

March 1 

And 

September 15 

 

2,4-D 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v1/url?u=http://www.mmsend49.com/link.cfm?r%3D1449472587%26sid%3D40555729%26m%3D4487684%26u%3DNGWA%26j%3D18962275%26s%3Dhttp://www.wellowner.org/?utm_source%3DMagnetmail%26utm_medium%3DMay%252DJune%2520Wellowner%2520Tip%252DSheet%26utm_term%3Dmichael.donalson%40ag.tamu.edu%26utm_campaign%3DMay%252DJune%2520Wellowner%2520Tip%252DSheet&k=0X%2FFxm5D1bJULWw1K8t7gQ%3D%3D%0A&r=CnjchWEeDrgTUs2vUhpwvIKmgQ9Tnc5xNwVW6toJR7Y%3D%0A&m=6pA9bxgpSx%2Fh8p7eQZaIyoneVCt3drnRznyaLiY2atQ%3D%0A&s=b5da2aca4bc36132cbcaf8d2bc46217dd382de8d0243cf156613293877030e50


 


