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In a world where trendy words like “hashtag” are added to the dictionary every year, it is hard to keep 

up with new terminology.  In the Horticulture world, “Waterwise” is one such example, but what exactly 

does this mean?   

Waterwise refers to plants that thrive in low-water conditions once established.  Summers like 2011 

come to mind for testing a plant’s ability to survive low-water conditions. You remember the infamous 

drought of 2011 and the havoc it wreaked on our local farms and flora.  2011 also showed us what 

plants are truly Waterwise and I have a list of champion survivors.     

Below is a chart of days over 100 degrees from the National Weather Service.   

 

No wonder 2011 felt so miserable.  Amarillo experienced 50 days over 100 degrees.  Not only was it hot, 

but it was dry.  Amarillo received a total of 7.01 inches of moisture for 2011.  Compare that to 2010 

when the total moisture received was 26.54 inches and there were only 3 days over 100.  Amarillo had 

50 days over 100 degrees, only 7.01 inches of rainfall but plants still survived. 

This is good news for the home owner wanting to conserve water, save money and still have an 

attractive landscape.  The phrase “low-water conditions” projects images of barren desert landscapes 

with minimal color. However, you will see below a list of Waterwise Perennial Plants that are in the US 

Hardiness Zone 6 (survive to -10 degrees Fahrenheit) that boast lots of great color and texture.  This is 

by no means an exhaustive list, but merely an introduction to Waterwise Plants.  Many of these varieties 

are native to this area and have been bread and hybridized to achieve various heights and colors.  Once 

these plants are established, they will live for several growing seasons on minimal water and require 

minimal maintenance.    

 



Gaillardia (Blanket Flower) 

  

This plant is a member of the Asteraceae or Sunflower family.  The native varieties can be found in Palo 

Duro Canyon, prefers full sun and will attract butterflies.  Within Gaillardia, there are multiple cultivars 

and each cultivar has a different color pattern of red, yellow or both, and different height and width 

characteristics ranging from 12” to 36” high and 12” to 24” wide. 

Guara 

 

This plant is native to Texas and Louisiana and can grow to as tall as 5’ with a spread of 2’.  This is 

another full sun plant that can survive drought like conditions.  There are no serious insect or disease 

problems with Guara.  The small flowers are on long stems and very wispy which explains why the 

common name includes “Whirling Butterflies” in the title. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Salvia 

 

Salvias are both heat and drought tolerant.  Not all varieties are zoned for our area, so consulting the 

plant tag is always advised.  Some plants are tagged perennial but are only tolerant of temperatures 

down to 30 degrees Fahrenheit.  For our area (Zone 6), a plant tolerant of temperatures down to -10 

degrees Fahrenheit is recommended.  Pollinators flock to Salvia.   

Coreopsis 

 

Coreopsis or “Tickseed” is a dependable plant that requires very little maintenance and has a long 

bloom time.  It can tolerate a wide range of soil types and environments.  This plant comes in multiple 

varieties with different height characteristics and bloom characteristics but the primary color for 

Coreopsis is yellow.   

Agastache 

 

Also called Hummingbird Mint or Giant Hyssop, Agastache is a wonderful Waterwise Perennial.  As its 

name alludes to, this plant is very aromatic and will attract pollinators.  It is a great addition to any low-

water garden.  This perennial has around 30 species in various colors. 



Hesperaloe parviflora 

 

Also known as Red Yucca, Hesperaloe produces beautiful red blooms and can survive in harsh 

conditions.  This plant requires no supplemental water once established.  The Red blooms will also 

attract pollinators and last a long time.  This plant can grow to a height of 5 feet tall and 4 feet wide.  

Delosperma (Ice Plant) 

 

For a low spreading plant, Delosperma or Ice Plant is the Waterwise plant choice.  The beautiful blooms 

and succulent leaves will add color and texture to a garden floor.  Delosperma will add a pop of color to 

rock gardens set in full sun with little protection. 

As mentioned earlier, this is by no means an exhaustive list of Waterwise plants, but merely a list to 

spark curiosity.  Beautiful flower gardens are attainable for this area without spending a fortune on 

water.  Knowing what to plant is the key.  More Waterwise plants are featured on the Randall County 

Horticulture Twitter Feed @RandallCHort.   


