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News and Views Straight From The 
County Agents Desk 

Howdy! and as   

always…..“It’s All 
Good”! Mother na-
ture could be kind-
er and share with 
us some much 
needed moisture 
that somehow 

seems to have bypassed our area. According to 
the National weather service since the first of the 
year we have only accumulated .37. However 
during the month of February we received 4.7 
inches of snow. Comparatively speaking to 2013  
we had received  at total of 3.29 inches of mois-
ture for both January and February. This results 
in 2.92 inches behind at this point from last year. 
Usually at this point we begin to see our snow 
chances decrease with spring rains more likely. 
None-the-less early spring rains are in desperate-
ly needed as we approach planting season.  
 As far as the latest ongoing news at the 
Randall County Extension Office, the Randall 
County Staff was recognized on January 8th in 
College Station with the 2013 State wide Superior 
Service Team Award. This award is due to our 
efforts through the implementation of the       

Randall County 
Dream Team Pro-
ject. Additionally, I 
was also very hon-
ored and fortunate 
to have been se-
lected as a  Superi-
or Service Award 
recipient as well as the Vice Chancellors Award.  
Both honors of which I am extremely appreciative 
and grateful to have received.  
 
Ag: Each year in December the Texas A&M 
AgriLife Extension Service requires the comple-
tion of what is know as the Agricultural Increment 
Report. All 254 counties are required to indicate 
all acres, yields with total dollar amounts for each 
commodity and livestock produced within the 
county. The final figure represents the total dollar 
amount of Agricultural income for each individual 
county. 

We will now highlight an overview summary of 
that report. Only the top commodity crops are 
mentioned, however the grand total represents 
all commodities including cattle. All figures were 
obtained with assistance from the Randall County 
Crops and Beef Cattle Committee members and  
the Randall County Farm Service Agency Office. 

Wheat- Let’s start by tak-
ing a close  look at our  
wheat production num-
bers. For 2013, again as 
we continued to   suffer 
during  drought condi-
tions only 11,000 acres 
were actually harvested 
in Randall County. Aver-
age yields estimates were 
only 6 bushels/acre and 
price steady at  $8 per bushel. Comparatively 



speaking, in 2012, 
harvested wheat 
acres were 7,000 
with yields at only 8 
bushels/acre at a av-
erage price of $6.50 
per bushel.      

Sorghum- harvested for grain in 2013 totaled 
14,870 acres. Yield average was 1,500 lbs./acre 
with price rounding out at $4.35 per bushel. In 
2012 we had 1,051 acres averaging 2,000 lbs./
acre at $13 per bushel.  

Cotton- we find that in 2013 Randall County har-
vested a total of 3,450 acres with yields averaging 
400 lbs per acre at an average price of .65 cents 
per lb. In 2012 only 1,497 acres harvested yield-
ing only 400 lbs. per acre at a price of .64 cents 
per lb.  

Ensilage- seemed to be quite a bit less compared 
to 2012. Only  Approximately 2,516 acres were 
harvested in 2013. Yields at 24 tons per acre and 
price of $47 per ton. In 2012 there were 9,000 
acres of harvest ensilage averaging 25 tons per 
acre with average price of $65 per ton. 

Cattle-   is where we 
continue to climb. Not 
because of increased 
numbers but primarily 
due to increased cattle 
prices. Continued 
drought  conditions has 
impacted the number of 
cows sold by Randall 
County beef producers. 
When we look at fed, 
stocker, breeder and 
dairy together we find  $447 million dollars. This 
figure has  tripled in value relative to 2012. 

Bottom-line, total cash receipts 2013 for Randall 
County including all crop commodities and live-
stock was $666 million dollars. Compared to only 
$243 million in 2012. Again, the increase is con-
tributed to cattle numbers being sold and the in-
crease cattle prices. 

      

The Ag. Increment Report is extremely important 
as it is the only one of its kind solely produced by 
the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Agency.  Addi-
tionally, it is vital in determining the leveling and 
assigned category of each county across the 
state.  

4-H: Of course this 
time of year many 
Randall County 4-
Hers have been ex-
tremely busy exhib-
iting livestock at 
County as well all ma-
jor stock shows 
across the state. The Randall County Stock Show 
was held January 17-20 and once again another 
outstanding show with record breaking number 
of exhibitors totaling 294 entries and selling 142 
lots grossed right at $224,000. Also for the third 
year now, the Randall County 4-H Dream Team 
Program experienced another successful year of 
impacting at-risk youth  with a total of six partici-
pants, five exhibiting livestock and four qualifying 
for premium sale at this year’s county show.   

Thus far with Houston and Austin shows still re-
maining, over 116 Randall County 4-Hers have 
exhibited all species of livestock and received nu-
merous high placing honors including Grand 
Champion Barrow at Ft. Worth Stock Show exhib-
ited by Claire McCormick. Grand Champion Broil-
er at San Antonio exhibited by Canon Rosser as 
well as Reserve Breed Champion Crossbred Bar-
row exhibited by Josie Hicks. Additionally these 
Randall County exhibitors brought home over  
$22,000  in scholarships. That’s Awesome!  

 Current  County Crop Situation 

Weather:  As men-
tioned earlier it con-
tinues to remain dry. 
However, long range 
forecast is indicating 
possibilities for a fairly 
wet early spring. If 
that prediction holds true it will certainly pay a 
big role in getting all spring crops off to a good 
start.  



Wheat : Currently some 60,000 acres of wheat 
have been  planted across Randall County this 
past fall. Fields continue to suffer due to dry con-
ditions . We need some good early spring rains to 
bring this crop along. At this stage hard to tell 
what the outcome may be. Spring weather al-
ways seems to determine potential yields. As for 
now, it’s  just simply to early to know.  

Corn:  Early corn planting will soon get underway  
starting the first week in April. Randall County is 
expected to have limited acres planted for grain, 
however much will be planted for ensilage.  
Around 2-3,000  corn/sorghum ensilage acres  is 
expected to be planted  in Randall County this 
season.  

Sorghum:  Right now there seems to be a lot of 
interest from Randall County Producers to plant 
sorghum for this coming growing season. Simply 
put, there is just more options. With drought con-
tinuing it’s estimated that some 60,000 plus acres 
could be planted. 

Cotton: Is still a top choice for many Randall 
County Producers. It seems to produce well here 
and can still perform fairly well on limited mois-
ture. Anticipated planted acres here this year 
should hold true to years past which has been 
around 3,000 acres county wide. 

Range/Pasture: Unless mother nature provides 
us with plenty of moisture soon. It looks like po-
tential native grass growth will be minimal. This 
will continue to place  Randall County beef pro-
ducers in a bind as native pastures are needed for 
summer cattle grazing.  

Analyzing Soil Nutrients Is Key for 
Sorghum Production Success 

The following information is provided by Dr. Robert 
Schwartz, USDA-ARS, Bushland, Texas 

Producers  can’t  argue 
the fact that knowing 
your soil and needed 
soil nutrients is a key 
management compo-
nent for producing suc-
cessfully sorghum crop.  
First we must know a few facts for estimating fer-

tilizer rates needed for sorghum and corn produc-
tion. Dr. Schwartz suggest the following: 

 Principally concerned with nitrogen (N) and phospho-
rus (P2O5) . 

 

 Potassium (K2O) is usually not limiting in this area 
except in coarser textured soils. 

 

 Accurate estimates N and P2O5 crop requirements de-
pends largely on how well you can estimate grain 
yield. 

 

 When water is limiting, nutrient needs are poorly esti-
mated: 

 -Soil sampling becomes more important   
 (utilization of residual fertilizer). 
 
 -Dryland sorghum: yield goals should be con-
 servative and consider how much soil water stor-
 age you have. 
 
 

Quick Tips for Soil Sampling   

 6 – 8 inch sampling depth. Also good idea to take 
samples below 2 ft. depth 

 

 Use the right tool! (sharp 
shooter, auger or soil tube). 
Thickness of sample cannot 
vary with depth 

 

 Composite samples taken within the same soil series/
field/management – transect sampling works well 

 

 Sample late fall /early spring and not after manure/
fertilizer amendments 

 

 Let samples air dry in paper bags for several days 
 

 Labeling is important if 
you are sampling more 
than one depth increment 
for nitrates 

 

 Provide realistic yield 
goals! 



 Facts Regarding Manure for          
Delivering Nitrogen 

The following information is provided by Dr. Robert 
Schwartz, USDA-ARS, Bushland, Texas 

 Manure application can 
serve as an excellent 
source of delivering N or 
P, however uniform ap-
plication is crucial and 
can also be difficult. 

 Good uniform spreading 
of manure followed by 
incorporation will reduce N loss by 10% and 
reduce offsite nutrient losses. 

The following chart below provides an example of 
percent available phosphorus in manure amend-
ed by the soil in relation to year applied. 

 

“Top Pick” Sorghum Varieties  
The following information is provided by Dr. Calvin Trostle 
Extension Agronomist– Lubbock, Texas  

Dryland   Irrigated 

DeKalb DKS 37-07  Pioneer 84P80 
Dyna Gro 762B  DeKalb 53-67  

NC+ 7B11   Pioneer 84G62 

Sorghum Partners NK5418 Pioneer 85Y40 

Asgrow Pulsar   DeKalb 49-45 

 

 

 

Recommended Planting Dates and 
Rates for Sorghum 

The following information is provided by Dr. Calvin Trostle 
Extension Agronomist– Lubbock, Texas  

Generally speaking sor-
ghum producers need 
to keep in mind the 
two key components in 
establishing ideal 
planting dates and 
rates.  Those are: 

             1.) The maturity of selected variety        
 2.) The average freeze date for our area. 

Planting Dates: For most producers in our area a 
Medium-early to Medium maturity preforms 
best. This means that plants should reach maturi-
ty and harvest ready between 119-125 days. 
Keeping this in mind, our average freeze date for 
Randall County is around October 10th. There-
fore, ideally sorghum planting for our area should 
occur around June 10th.  

Planting Rates: For dryland, seed drop of 30,000-
35,000 seeds/A to give 21,000 to 28,000 plants /A 
(2 lbs./A) should serve as a good guide.  

For Irrigated producers should shoot for 50,000- 
55,000 seeds/A. However is moisture at planting 
is limited 40,000-45,000 seeds/A may be ideal. 

Top Dressing Wheat with N 
The following information is provided by Dr. Calvin Trostle 
Extension Agronomist– Lubbock, Texas  

Top dressing wheat with added N will pay if ap-
plied at the right time. The ideal time is just prior 
to jointing. Typical on the High Plains jointing oc-
curs around March 15-25. Examine fields to know 
growth stages and apply N at March 1-10. 

 Randall County Noxious Weed 
      District Annual Meeting 
The annual Randall County Noxious Weed District 
Annual Meeting will be held on Tuesday April 8th 
at 7pm at the Randall County Extension Office. 
Board will discuss contracts for 2014 and estab-
lish program guidelines. For more information  
call Wes Born at cell: (806) 640-4371. 
   
 

Manure source 1
st

 
year 

2
nd

 
year 

3
rd

 
year 

Fresh poultry    
manure 

90 92 93 

Fresh cattle       
manure 

75 79 81 

Lagoon effluent 40 46 49 

Beef feedyard   
manure, scraped 

45 50 53 
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