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Introduction and Technology Talks. Before jumping into a promotion of one of my favorite programs, I 

would like to tell you a little about myself. If you are reading this, I am going to assume you follow the 

paper and probably read the article introducing me a few weeks ago so I will spare you the basic details (if 

not, I will be happy to fill you in). Me in a nutshell: Before transferring to the Rains County Extension 

office, I spent four and a half years in the Hunt County office. So even though I am relatively new to 

Extension, I like to think I am nearly a seasoned Agent. I have tried out my fair share of programs; I have 

figured out programs I like, programs other people like, programs that draw a big crowd, and programs that 

get canceled because no one has even a tiny drop of interest in that topic. I am married and with two children. 

We have one dog and seven fish. I think I like to exercise, but I stick to easy activities because injuries hurt 

more once you pass a certain age and I am injury prone. I love bright colors because they make me happy, 

but my closet is filled with blacks and greys. I have more hobbies than I can cover in a blurb, because if it 

is legal, I will try anything once.  

 

I am excited to be in Rains County. I think I have said that to every person I have met since starting in early 

February, but it is true. I am excited to be here. I look forward to meeting you and working with you.  

 

A recent Pew Research Poll found 96% of Americans own some sort of cellular phone and 81% of those 

own a smartphone, a 35% increase from 2011. It is amazing so many of us walk around with a minicomputer 

in our pocket, very Jetson-like if you ask me. I can talk for hours on the wonderful things my phone will 

do; I love it. However, not everyone loves (or even likes) their phone. As technology advances and simple 

phones become a thing of the past, many people end up feeling uncomfortable using their own phone. 

Upgrading to a smart phone can be intimidating and there is a pretty steep learning curve. It takes time to 

play around and get a feel for any new product, but I often hear people say they do not want to mess anything 

up or change a setting they are not able to fix by playing around. If this sounds like you, or someone you 

know, help is here.  

 

Rains County AgriLife Extension is hosting Technology Talks, an introductory course on understanding 

(and using) your smart phone, specifically texting, email, internet, and apps. Technology Talks is geared 

toward individuals new to their smart phone and those needing assistance using their current device. This 

course will meet weekly on Wednesdays in April (starting April 1st) from 1:00 – 2:00 pm at the Rains 

County Extension Office, 410 Tawakoni Drive, Emory, TX. Attendees need to bring their smart device 

(phone or tablet) each week. 

 

This is a welcoming and fun learning environment where no question is too basic. This course is free of 

charge and we welcome everyone to come and learn. Please call (903) 473-4580 to reserve your spot; space 

is limited.    

 

If you have questions or concerns, please contact me, (903) 473-4580 or email Sarah.Latham@ag.tamu.edu. 

You may also read more about this and many more topics on my blog, http://agentsarah.blogspot.com/. 

Follow Rains County AgriLife on Facebook for additional information and upcoming events.  
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