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Summer greetings to you and yours.  I hope you have enjoyed the warm spring and 

summer.  The winter and spring drought has definitely taken it’s toll on agriculture 

production in the Panhandle.  Spring fires, strong winds, high heat, and low mois-

ture have all compounded stresses on livestock and crops.  Thankfully we have re-

ceived a bit of moisture to bring us out of such a high level of drought, but we still 

need a great deal more to catch up.  Future forecasts at this point, are showing our 

area will continue to receive moisture in amounts keeping us on average.  We will 

keep our fingers and toes crossed.        

 

I hope you find information that will assist you with decision making for your oper-

ation.  Please do not hesitate to contact me if I can be of assistance.  

 

Megan Eikner 

Howdy! 

Tri-State Fairgrounds 

Square Foot Gardening 

project: 

Six Potter county employ-

ees and their families work 

with Extension and the 

Master Gardeners to learn 

gardening  practices.   

 

Texas AgriLife Extension Service 

 

Please remember 
to play YOUR part 

in water 

Drought conditions  

Chagas disease  

Well Owner training  

  

  

Inside this issue: 

The next private  

applicator meeting 

will be held on     

August 22nd, 2018.  

Location: Texas 

A&M AgriLife Potter 

County Office— 

3301 E 10th from 

8:30 AM to 12 PM.  

The training cost is 

$60 which covers 

materials and      

refreshments.  

 

Call 806-373-0713 



Chagas disease is a deadly disease caused by the parasite Trypanosoma cruz.  This parasite is spread to people and animals by the fe-

ces of insects called triatomines, also more commonly known as kissing bugs.  These insects are found all around the world including 

the southern half of the U.S., but the parasite that causes Chagas disease is only found in the Americas.   

Because the parasite is in the bug feces, when the person or animal scratches the area, the parasite enters the body though the blood-
stream, causing infection. Chagas disease can also be spread through blood transfusion, organ transplantation, from an infected preg-
nant mother to her unborn baby, or (in rare cases) by eating contaminated food or drinks that contain the kissing bug feces.  

There are seven species of kissing bugs found in Texas.  They are found across the state, with the most variety of species found in 
Texas.  Adult kissing bugs range in size, but are usually about the size of a U.S. quarter.  Most species have a characteristic band 
around the sides of the body that is either orange or red.  Kissing bugs have noticeable mouthparts that appear as a large black needle 
attached to the head; when tucked under the body, the needle-like mouthpart is completely straight.   

A kissing bug at any stage in its lifecycle can spread T. cruzi infection; however, kissing bug nymphs are much less likely than adults 
to be infected.  Not all kissing bugs are infected with the parasite; however, research out of Texas A&M University suggest that one 
in two kissing bugs in Texas are infected with the parasite.   

There are many “look alike” bugs that are members of a group of insects also known as “true bugs”.  Many other true bugs look simi-
lar to each other but do not feed on humans or other animals.    

Kissing bugs mainly come out at night and are attracted to outdoor lights.  A single kissing bug may be attracted to house lights and 
enter a home, but a single bug is not necessarily cause for alarm.  However, the presence of nymphs or a large number of adults in a 
house suggests that a breeding population may have formed nearby.  Under such circumstances, insects or vector control may be jus-
tified.   

Kissing bug infestations are more common in older, poorly constructed, or damaged homes; cleanliness and tight building construc-
tion can limit infestations.   

Insecticides can effectively control kissing bugs when used appropriately and within other Integrated Pest Management practices.  

If you find a kissing bug that has bitten a person or is inside your home, contact your local health department.  If you have been in 
contact with a kissing bug or think you may have Chagas, consult with your doctor immediately.   

Sources:  
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Water Well Owners Educational Event 

 

Texas Well Owner Network (TWON), out of College Station, will be conducting a Well Owners educational event on July 

19th, 2018 at the Bushland Research Center, 2300 Experiment Station Rd.  All water well owners in the area are welcome 

and can bring samples from their wells to be tested.  Event attendance is free.  Samples for testing will cost $10/sample.  

Testing will be screened for nitrate-nitrogen, total dissolved solids (TDS), arsenic, and E. coli bacteria.  TWON is for private 

well owners who want to become familiar with groundwater resources, septic system maintenance, well maintenance, water 

quality, and water treatment.  Essentially, well owners are the operators of their own water system and are responsible for 

ensuring that their water is safe.   

 

In Texas, once a well is drilled it is the responsibility of the well owner to ensure quality of the water pumped once the driller 

has had it tested. Unsafe drinking water from wells is often caused by high concentrations of minerals, such as arsenic and 

uranium, that occur naturally across Texas.   

 

Our water’s quality and quantity are greatly affected by the way we live.  If we learn about our water resources and under-

stand how our activities affect them, we can help keep our water safe to drink as well as preserve, protect, and enhance this 

vital resource.    

 

The majority of the Texas Panhandle relies on the Ogallala aquifer for water.  The Ogallala aquifer underlies the High Plains 

and extends from Texas to South Dakota, supplying groundwater for irrigation and other uses.  This aquifer recharges very 

slowly because a layer of hardened caliche across the High Plains prevents water from seeping underground.  The arid cli-

mate of the region also limits the amount of precipitation available for recharge.  More water is being extracted from the aq-

uifer than is being added.  The U.S. Geological survey estimated that the groundwater in the Ogallala was last in contact with 

the atmosphere 2,500 to 6,700 years ago.  

 

Please do your part to save every drop of water you can and contact me any time to visit about ways you can save in your 

home and landscape.  Saving is easier than you may think and will likely save you  money! 
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Texas AgriLife Extension  

Potter County Office 

3301 E. 10th Street 

Amarillo, TX 79104 

Fighting Drought in Home Landscapes 

 

Much of  the state remains in a drought.  Valuable resources can be found 

on the Texas Superstar website (below) to assist you with caring for your 

landscape.  I am also happy to assist you any time, just give me a call.   

 

https://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/plantanswers/drought/drought.html  

Phone: 806-373-0713 

Fax: 806-373-7946 

E-mail: megan.eikner@ag.tamu.edu 

http://potter-tx.tamu.edu 

Improving Lives. Improving Texas. 

Texas Superstar Highlight 

Come see us at the  

Amarillo Community 

Market on Saturdays 

through October 6th 

to register for a free 

rain barrel and access 

additional education-

al resources.   

Educational programs conducted by the Texas AgriLife Extension Service serve people of all ages regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, sex, religion, disability or national origin. 

The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture and County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating 


