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The Polk County Extension office is open during normal business 

hours. However, we highly encourage you to call before you visit the 

office to ensure your questions cannot be answered via phone or 

email. Also, when visiting the office, we highly encourage following 

social distancing guidelines and use of face coverings to protect the 

health of our employees and clientele. Site visits can be conducted; 

however, every effort will be made to conduct site visits following 

agency guidelines to reduce person to person contact. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Local 

Programs 

Tree Giveaway 2/12 

Forest Pest Seminar 

2/12 

You Tube Channel  

Additional 

AgriLife 

Programs 

North Texas Pest 

Management 

Conference 1/29 

East Texas Turf and 

Landscape 

Conference 2/4 

Grape, Berry, and 

Fruit Tree 

Propagation 

Workshop 2/5 

Monthly Aquatic 

Webinar Jan.-June 

Chinese Tallow Management  
 

 Chinese Tallow, Triadica sebifera, is one of our most problematic 

invasive nonnative plant species in Polk County. This water loving tree can 

form extensive pure stands with seeds that remain viable for 2 to 7 years. 

Litter releases chemical compounds that inhibit native seed germination 

and also can affect the development of amphibians.  

 Chinese Tallow management usually consist of herbicide 

applications. However, there are some other options in certain instances. 

Though costly, thick stands can be cut, bulldozed, and/or mulched. 

Grubbing with a root plow is also another mechanical option. Mechanical 

methods should be followed by chemical application of herbicides to 

manage re sprouting of trees and germination of seeds.  Burning or 

prescribed fires has been shown to intensify infestations. 

 Herbicide application options include soil treatment, stem 

injection, or foliar application. Recommendation for spot soil treatment is 

Hexazinone, Velpar L, at 4ml. per inch of stem diameter. Application 

should occur from late winter through summer, do not apply Velpar L on 

clay or wet sites. Broadcast soil treatment should consist of Tebuthiuron, 

Spike 20P, at ½ ounces per 45 square feet. Herbecides commonly used in 

stem injection include Arsenal, Clearcast, Habitat, Garlon 3A and 

glyphosate.  Foliar application method is the most popular and can be 

either applied using broadcast methods or individual plant treatment 

methods.  The chart on the following page summaries foliar application. 
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Did you know you can easily age waterfowl that you harvest during duck season? By examining 

the structure at the tip of tail feathers reveal if harvested birds or a juvenile or adult. Juvenile 

ducks are born that spring/summer and will still retain juvenile feathers during duck season.  

Juvenile birds will have a notch or v shape to the tip of tail feathers while adult birds will have 

rounded tips. For a hunter it may be fun to age ducks out of curiosity, but wildlife biologists age 

harvested birds to assess the health of the population, recruitment from the previous year, and 

age of birds being harvested. 

Common 

Name 

Chemical 

Name 

Foliar 

Broadcast 

Rate/Acre 

Spray Volume 

Per Acre 

Foliar IPT 

(3 gallon 

mix) 

Time To Apply 

Grazon 

P+D 

Picloram 2,4-D 1 gallon 5 to 15 gallons 

aerial 

10 to 25 gallons 

ground 

1 to 2 quarts of 

surfactant per 100 

gallons of mix 

4 ounces  spring or fall  

Tordon 

22K  

Picloram 1 quart 2 ounces 

Tordon 

22K with 

2,4-D 

Picloram 

2,4-D 

1 quart  

+ 

2quarts 

1 ounce  

+ 

2 ounces 

Tordon 

22K with 

Remedy 

Picloram 

Triclopyr 

1 quart  

+ 

1 quart 

2 ounces 

+ 

1 ounce 

 

Juvenile 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adult →  
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I understand that many of you reading this newsletter do not have the technology or experience to 

attend virtual programs.  Unfortunately, for the near future it appears many programs will have to be 

offered virtual. If you wish to attend one of the programs listed below but do not have the capability 

to do so in your own house, please reach out to the extension office. We can set up equipment in the 

extension meeting room for a limited number of clientele who wish to participate in virtual programs 

who do not have the capability from their own house.   

Tree Giveaway Feb. 12th  
The annual tree giveaway will occur at Barney Wiggins Memorial Arena 100 Fair St, Livingston. 

The event will begin at noon and will last until all trees are passed out or 2:00. Trees will be 
bare root and details on specific species will be made available closer to the event.  

 
Forest Pest Seminar Feb. 12th  

5 CEUs available for TDA applicator license holders, Society of American Foresters, Texas 
Accredited Foresters, and Pro Logger. Registration: 

https://tamuagrilifeextension.wufoo.com/forms/forest-pest-seminar/ 
  

Polk County AgriLife Extension You Tube Channel 
Make sure you subscribe to your local extension office You Tube channel. Short educational 

videos are posted every few weeks and cover a variety of topics related to Polk County. Rather 
you are interested in wildlife management, raising cattle, or just becoming more informed 

there is a video for you.  
 

North Texas Pest Management Conference Jan. 29th  

5 CEUs available for TDA applicator license holders and 6 CEUs available for TDA structural 
license holders. Registration: https://agriliferegister.tamu.edu/productListingDetails/3303   

 

East Texas Turf and Landscape Conference Feb. 4th   
5 CEUs available for TDA applicator license holders. Registration: 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/east-texas-turf-and-landscape-conference-tickets-
135366991315 

 
Grape, Berry, and Fruit Tree Propagation Workshop Feb. 5th  

Learn about planting, propagation, and proper pruning techniques. Registration deadline Feb. 
3rd. Registration: https://checkout.square.site/buy/LBIWFSDIIVPAUN5YLFZTVZXP 

 
Monthly Aquatic Webinar Series Jan.- June 

Each webinar will be hosted by AgriLife aquatic specialists and will be the 3rd Tuesday of the 
month at 6 PM. Topics such as pond stocking, fish management strategies, aquatic herbicides, 

and aquatic vegetation will be covered. Registration: 
https://agriliferegister.tamu.edu/productListings/2 
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Body Condition Score 

Understanding body condition score (BSC) in beef cattle is crucial in managing your beef cattle herd 

and increasing profitability.  BSC ranges from a score of 1, which is a severely emaciated cow that is 

basically skin and bone, to a score of 9, which is an obese cow that looks visibly overweight.  As a rancher 

you should strive for your herd’s BSC to average between 4-6. The ideal BCS for cows is 5. 

A BCS of 5 results in a cow that is moderately fleshed. A score of 3 or below results in thin cattle. 

Cows with lower BCS result in decreased pregnancy rates. Pregnancy rates can drop off 30% between a 

score of 5 to 4 and continue to drop another 30% between a score of 4 to 3. Obviously, the most important 

aspect of a cow calf operation is to produce calves to take to market, so if your cows are not getting 

rebreed then your bottom line is suffering.  You may ask then why wouldn’t you want to strive for higher 

fleshed cattle with a BCS of 6 or higher? To start, cows that are extremely obese may also experience 

decreased pregnancy rates. Additionally, cows with a BCS of 7 or higher may experience increased calving 

difficulties. Lastly, the economics of maintaining a cow with a BCS of 7 or higher is uneconomical and 

impractical for cows on rangeland. When you consider pregnancy rates, calving difficulties, and economics 

you should strive for your cows to have a BCS of 5. 

 

Image Credit: https://animalscience.tamu.edu/2017/08/08/some-thoughts-on-body-condition-scoring-of-cows/ 

 

 

 
 
 

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension provides equal opportunities in its programs and employment to all persons, regardless of race, color, sex, religion, national origin, 

disability, age, genetic information, veteran status, sexual orientation, or gender identity. The Texas A&M University System, U. S. Department of Agriculture, and 

the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating. Anyone needing special assistance at an Extension Program should contact the Texas AgriLife Extension 

Office at (936) 327-6828 at least one week prior to the program or event. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeKDkVcFjilIUMg90WhXf1w
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeKDkVcFjilIUMg90WhXf1w

