


The result of 400 years of 
traditional landscape design



Redesigned Landscape Due to 
Water Restrictions



Creating and Maintaining a 
Sustainable Landscape



AGENDA
Week 1
Design Principles and Landscape Plans
Needs Survey

Week 2
Hardscape

Week 3
Bones of the Landscape (Trees and Turf)

Week 4
Ornamental Plants and Putting it Together

Week 5
 Implementing the Plan



THE PROCESS
Understand Design Principles
Conduct a Needs Survey
Decide on Hardscape
Add in the Bones of the Landscape
Add in the Ornamental Plants
Finalize your plan and implement



WHY PLAN?

To organize and develop site for maximum 
use and pleasure.

Create a visual relationship between house 
and site.

Reduce landscape maintenance and use of 
resources to a practical level.

To stop impulsive plant purchases



WHAT IS A LANDSCAPE?
A coherent grouping of the space 

surrounding your house
 Trees
 Turfgrass
 Hardscape 
 Ornamental plants



Functional
Maintainable
Environmentally Friendly
Cost Effective
Visually Pleasing

A SUSTAINABLE LANDSCAPE



SEVEN DESIGN PRINCIPLES
1. Unity
2. Harmony
3. Scale and Proportion
4. Order and Balance
5. Simplicity
6. Repetition and Texture
7. Stewardship



Stewardship

Stewardship is often linked to the 
principles of sustainability, derived from 
the Latin word sustinere (to hold up)



THE SUSTAINABLE SITES 
INITIATIVE



STEWARDSHIP PRINCIPLES

#1 - Treat Water as a Resource

#2 - Value Your Soil

#3 - Preserve Existing Plants

#4 - Conserve Material Resources



WATERWISE
Use native and adapted plants that require 

little supplemental water
Encourage rain water retention, design 

slopes and surfaces to reduce runoff, 
replenish groundwater.
Design plantings and irrigation for efficient 

water use.
Plant low-water ground covers or drought-

tolerant grass.



WATERWISE
Use mulch
Water plants with rainwater from an on-

site cistern to limit the use of potable 
water
Consider using storm water, greywater, 

and/or condensate water for irrigation



SOILWISE
Design so that site work lessens soil 

compaction and precludes unnecessary 
soil compaction during construction.
Preserve and protect healthy soils
Recover plant material and return it to the 

soil through composting



PLANT WISE
Avoid plants that require frequent replacement 

or regular maintenance
Choosing indigenous plants over exotic varieties 

to help reduce the need for irrigation, as well as 
environmentally harmful pesticides and fertilizers

Use the right plant in the right place.
 Perform a soil analysis to determine appropriate 

plant types
 Plant for the long term by selecting healthy and 

long-lived plant varieties



RESOURCEWISE
Use landscaping to conserve energy and 

prevent air pollution
Use deciduous trees to provide shade in the 

summer and permit warming sunlight in the 
winter
Use evergreen trees to block prevailing 

winter winds to reduce heating costs.
Practice Integrated Pest Management (IPM)
Apply nutrients appropriately



REVAMPED DESIGN 
PRINCIPLES

1. Stewardship
a) Unity
b) Harmony
c) Scale and Proportion
d) Order and Balance
e) Simplicity
f) Repetition and Texture



UNITY
The entire site 

including 
home is 
considered as 
a single 
element.

 Focal points 
and sight lines 
are used to 
view the 
landscape



FOCAL POINTS

Human eye needs a place to start

A focal point is the first thing we see when we 
look at a landscape.



FOCAL POINTS
 Examples of things that create focal points are:

 Artwork
 Accent plants
 Structures
 Birdbaths, birdhouses, birdfeeders
 Boulders
 Bare spots 
 Diseased/dying plants
 Debris 
 Telephone poles

FOCAL POINTS CAN CHANGE THROUGHOUT THE 
SEASONS!



LOCATING FOCAL POINTS
Landscape should have one major focal 

point with one or two secondary.

Locate focal points 1/3 off center.



FOCAL POINT



FOCAL POINT?



SIGHT LINES
 Gentle curving lines add 

grace and movement to 
the landscape.

 Straight lines tend to 
formality.

 Lines lead the eye where 
you want it to go. 

 View your garden from all 
vantage points to see 
“what you see.”



SIGHT LINES
Consider different 
viewpoints when 
designing your 

garden

Consider sight 
lines from inside 
your house



2. HARMONY
All parts work effortlessly together to 

create a harmonious whole.

Combines the yin and yang of Consistency 
and Variety. 
Consistency: single cohesive identity
Variety: different colors, textures and 

materials and brings interest



Too Much Consistency = Boring



Too Much Variety = Chaos



HARMONY



SCALE AND PROPORTION
SCALE- all things working together for a 

pleasing whole.

PROPORTION- refers to human body in 
relation to a given object.



SCALE AND PROPORTION



ORDER AND BALANCE
 FORMAL
symmetrical,
straight lines,
plants in rows,
sheared plantings,
and topiaries.

 INFORMAL
asymmetrical,
curvilinear patterns,
natural plant forms,
mass plantings of 

annual or perennial 
plants.



Balance does not depend on symmetry.



SIMPLICITY



REPETITION



FORM, TEXTURE AND COLOR



PREPARING YOUR PLAN



EQUIPMENT NEEDED
Graph paper
Tape measure
 Square
 Protractor
 Pencil and eraser
Tracing paper
 Scale





HOW DO I ARRANGE THIS SPACE?

Observe and analyze the habits of people 
who will be using the space:

Needs/Wants

Desires

Activities



ANALYZE THE SITE
Site is entire property. 
Establish property boundaries and 

easements.  
Notate compass directions. 
Locate underground utility sites.
Observe drainage patterns and correct 

deficient patterns.
Study sun patterns throughout the day, 

wind patterns.



DRAINAGE TEST
 Dig hole 12X12, 18” deep
 Fill with water- let drain
 Fill again and clock 

drainage time in hole. 
Should drain 1 inch per 
hour. 

Results may require using special plants for heavy 
wet soils, raising beds, installing French drain, or 
moving planting site.



SUN TRACK

 The largest areas of shadow during the summer 
occur on the east and west sides

 Only the south receives direct sun in winter and the 
northern side receives no sun this time of year

 Throughout the year, the south receives the most 
sun exposure, the north the least



NOTE PROBLENS AND 
ATTRIBUTES

The good, the bad, and the ugly
 Look for views to preserve or block
Diseased / Undesirable plants
Natural pathways
 Focal points



PHOTOGRAPHS CAN BE 
HELPFUL

 Perspective
Seeing what other’s see



DON’T DIG YET!!
DEED MAP – Give actual dimensions and 

orientation of your property

TOPOGRAPHICAL PLAN – contour lines 
showing exact shape and elevation of your 
site

ARCHITECTURAL PLANS – gives locations 
of all buildings



THE PLANS
Base plan
Needs (bubble) plan
Final plan



STEP ONE
Compass 

directions

Property lines

Easements and 
setbacks

Utility lines



STEP TWO

Draw house

Driveways

Sidewalks

Other 
hardscape

Doors and 
windows



STEP THREE
Add in existing plants
 Show shade canopy
Note any other visual issues, e.g.
Fences
Views to or from neighbors

Conduct a detailed site analysis
Sun track
Slope/ drainage
Air movement



EXAMPLE BASE PLAN



NEEDS PLAN
Consider the function of each portion of 

the landscape.
Note problems/attributes in the 

existing landscape.
Evaluate the site characteristics, 

including soil type, pH, light, wind, etc.
Decide on your goal and landscape style.

Think generically, e.g. evergreen 
shrub, perennial bed



REALISTIC GOALS
How much time can you spend each week 

maintaining you garden?
What is your budget for plants and hardscape?
Can you afford to hire someone to help you?



EXAMPLES NEEDS PLANS



Summer 2001

Ugly vacant house

Large sunny space to 
work with

Pruned hedges: high 
maintenance

Vegetable 
garden in shade

No privacy 
from street

Nothing but grass: 
high maintenance

Magnificent 200 year 
old post oak



My Needs Plan
Create visually pleasing private garden in 

very public side yard
Move vegetable garden to sunny location
Add rose arbor to shield garden from public
Add butterfly garden behind with water 

feature
Develop focal point from dining room window
Allow trimmed hedges to grow to provide 

privacy from vacant house next door



FINAL PLAN
Draw your final plan in sufficient detail to:
Delineate ornamental beds from turf area,
Include any hardscape additions, and
Prepare a detailed plant list.



FINAL PLAN
Use symbols for plant 

types.
Draw plants to scale 

of mature size.
 Identify every plant.
Generic
Specific



ANOTHER EXAMPLE



Fall 2007



GETTING INSPIRED
Visit other people’s gardens – take along a 

camera or sketch pad. 
When you come across something you like, ask 

questions about what the gardener was trying to 
achieve.

 Look at books containing pictures of gardens –
use sticky notes to mark images that you like.

Creative gardeners read garden books the way 
creative cooks read cookbooks.

Combine all your ideas into your own unique 
expression.



HOMEWORK
Complete landscape Needs Survey
Photograph your site
Sun track
Drainage test



HARDSCAPE



HARDSCAPE

Arbors
Artwork/Sculpture 
Birdbaths
Composting Area
Containers 
Decks
Fountains 

Gates
Gazebos
Greenhouse
Ponds and Pools
Rocks & Boulders 
Storage Shed
Walkways & Pathways

Any garden feature that is NOT a plant, 
such as:



DESIGN THE HARDSCAPE FIRST 

Defines the space
May be a significant investment
Has immediate impact
Should go in BEFORE the plants

Hardscape should be 1/3 of your 
landscape



FUNCTION / NEED
PLAY: swing set, pool, sandbox, etc
UTILITY: trash can, storage, etc
LIVING: patio, outdoor kitchen, fireplace, 

eating area, relaxing area



STUDY YOUR SITE
Where you walk
Where you sit
Sun / Shade Areas
Diseased / Undesirable Trees
Play Areas
Enclosure
Aesthetics



 What’s going to happen in this space?

 Are you going to have an eating area?

 Is this structure purely for aesthetic 
(artistic or visual) reasons?

 Where would I like my sitting and/or 
relaxing area to be located?

LOOK AT YOUR AREA



CREATING “ROOMS”
 Walls

 Evergreen Hedges
 Fences or Brick Walls
 Borders / Edging

 Roofs
 Arbors or Pergolas
 Gazebos

 Doors
 Arbors or gates

 Hallways
 Paths

 Furniture
 Accessories



RETAINING WALL



FENCES

Cedar Metal

Vinyl



PLANNING YOUR ROOF

1. Do you want to erect this structure for purely 
aesthetic (artistic or visual) reasons?

2. Will it serve a more useful function?  
 If you are shading an outdoor sitting or dining area, 

you will need to consider protection from the sun 
and wind patterns….where every shade and breeze 
in Texas is a blessing.



ATREE AS A ROOF
Hau Tree Lanai - Oahu



ARBORS AND PERGOLAS



GAZEBOS



PATHS
Create views and 

stopping points.
Urge you to slow down 

for a look.
Map out circulation 

patterns. 
Allow twists and turns to 

reveal the garden slowly, 
area by area.

Often create themselves
 Should follow a natural 

direction.



WALKWAYS



PATH MATERIALS
Decomposed Granite
Crushed Brick
 Stepping Stones  
Bricks
Gravel
Mulch
Grass



DOORS
 DOORS
 Arbors
 Gates



GARDEN EDGING
Brick
Cement
Metal
 Plants
Wood
 Stone



EXAMPLES



WHIMSICAL 
MATERIALS 
(wine bottles) 

USED FOR 
EDGING



FOUNTAINS AND WATER 
FEATURES



WATER FEATURE



DRY RIVERBED



DRY RIVERBED



BOULDERS



Steps should be gentle, low, and wide in 
order to be gracious and inviting



ACCESSORIES
Accessories should 

not compete with 
each other for visual 
interest.  
Sometimes less is 

more.  

A landscape accessory 
should create a 
unified design.

Obelisks
Trellises
 Sculpture
 Furniture
 Fountains & Water 

Features



OBELISKS & TUTEURS



FURNITURE



TRELLISES



SCULPTURE



MORE HARDSCAPE ITEMS
Bridges
Outdoor Kitchen or 

Fireplace
Greenhouse
Container Plants & 

Hanging Baskets



BRIDGES



GREENHOUSE



OUTDOOR ROOMS



ORNAMENTATION

 Signs
Birdfeeders
Birdhouses
Ornamentation
Wind Chimes
 Personal/Sentimental 

Items
Antiques



CONTAINER PLANTS



AVOID CLUTTER
Avoid the temptation to include too many 

accessories or garden décor items.



HOMEWORK
Using graph paper, create a Base Plan



The Use of Trees, Turf, & 
Ground Cover in Landscaping

The Bones of your landscape



TREES
 Provide permanent structure to the design and 

establish the scale and proportion of the 
landscape.

They are the most expensive plant material.
Trees should be the first plant material you 

consider in your design
They will establish sun/shade patterns for the rest of 

your landscape
They will become the largest plant
Know the attributes of any existing trees



BENEFITS OF TREES
Increase property values
Reduce energy costs
Protection against the elements (Wind, Sun)
Provide screening
Enframement
Frame a view
Provide habitat for wildlife



IMPROVE MICROCLIMATES

Providing 
shade for 
house or patio
Let in winter 

sun for 
warmth



ENFRAMEMENT
In front of and beside front corner, 10-25 

feet away.
Soften and obscure upper corner of house. 

Don’t cut yard in half.



SCREENING
Groups of three, five, or seven trees for privacy.
 Evergreens block winds in the winter.



FRAME A VIEW
 From inside your 

house to a distant 
perspective
 Pond or lake
 Hill
 Garden structure

To frame your house



AESTHETIC ASPECT

Add color & interest
Nature of bark
Canopy
Spring bloom
Fall Foliage



TREE SELECTION
Trees are the most 

expensive and 
permanent of all plant 
material. 

Know the mature size
Consider both 

functional and 
aesthetic attributes



TYPES OF TREES



Mature Size
 Lacey Oak
20 feet wide
Should be at least 10 

feet from a house

 Live Oak
40-50 feet wide
Should be at least 25 

feet from a house

The spacing of trees must allow for the 
mature size. Make sure you read  the label!



Know Your Trees: Native
 Post Oak – Magnificent, keep
Hackberry – Ugly, host for some butterflies, keep 

unless it is in the wrong place
 Pecan – Trash tree and needs lots of care to 

produce pecans
 Pine – Needs acid soil to thrive
Red oak – Great fall color, but can get oak wilt
 Southern magnolia – evergreen with great 

blooms but marginal for our area
Mesquite – Can be an interesting tree, but a 

water hog



Know Your Trees: Not Native
Bradford pear - short lived
Mimosa - fragrant, short lived, relegate to 

back yard
Seedless Mulberry - Popular in the 50’s,  

short lived
Bigtooth maple – Native to Lost Maples 

area but good tree for Parker County



Designing Your Lawn



THE AMERICAN OBSESSION

The current American 
obsession with a 
flawless, weed free, 
monoculture lawn is 
a good example of 
how impractical 
modern gardening 
has become.



TODAY’S LAWNS

Surprisingly 80% of U.S. households 
have private lawns.
50 million homeowners maintain 

residential lawns.
The average American lawn is 1/3 acre.
About 50 % of the lawns receive at 

least one pesticide and/or fertilizer 
application per year.
All this is big business $$$$$$$$$.



RESOURCE NEEDS FOR 
LANDSCAPE TYPES

Resource
 Water

 Labor

 Fertilizer

 Herbicides

Turf
Water Hog

Weekly 
mowing, 
edging

At least 
twice a year

Pre & Post
Emergent

Beds
Drip 

Weeding
Mulching

Little

Almost 
never

Hardscape
None

Very little

None

None



GOALS IN LAWN DESIGN
Reduce the amount of turf area to no 

more than 1/3 of landscape.
Maintain lawn in an environmentally 

responsive manner. 
Do not use turf in areas where it is 

impractical.
Keep maintenance to a minimum.



THE ONE THIRD RULE



Turf Grass in Winter



WINTER INTEREST



JUSTIFY YOUR LAWN
 Assess your entire 

property and justify 
your areas of lawn.

 Budget.  How much 
money do you want to 
spend?  You can always 
come back and add on.

 Remember on a per-
square foot base, grass 
is one of the most 
expensive means you 
can use to cover ground 
in your garden.

 Lawn cost is much 
more expensive to 
maintain VS mulch. 

 Irrigation requirement 
$$$$$$.



MISUSE OF TURF

 Do not put turf grass in shaded areas,
 Do not put turf grass on slopes over a 3:1 gradient, 
 Do not put turf grass in small pieces here and there,
 Do not put turf grass in long narrow spaces.



CORRECT USE OF TURF



KEEP MAINTENANCE TO A 
MINIMUM

Don’t wait on these guys 
to help cut the grass!



GOOD LAWN DESIGN
 Lawn area should be in 

well defined, simply 
shaped areas.  

 Edges should curved to 
be easy to mow. 

 Lawn should be no more 
than one third of the 
landscape.



GROUND COVERS
Ground cover are low growing plants 

used in mass plantings.



WHERE TO USE GROUNDCOVERS
Transition between grass and beds.
Areas under tree or in the shade where grass 

will not grow.
Areas that need low plants installed.
 Soften harsh architectural lines.
Make smaller areas look larger.
Control Erosion – Slopes can be difficult to 

landscape because of soil washing during heavy 
rains.



Use ground covers instead of turf grass in 
narrow strips.



SUMMARY
Trees are a substantial investment and 

define the bones of the garden.
Turf grass should be limited to specific 

areas and no more than 1/3 of the 
landscape.
Groundcovers should be used where turf 

grass is not appropriate.



A BALANCED LANDSCAPE



HOMEWORK
Create a Needs Plan 

showing planting 
beds, turf, trees, and 
hardscape



ORNAMENTAL PLANTS

 Shrubs
Ornamental grasses
 Perennials, herbs, 

roses, etc.



YEAR-ROUND ORNAMENTAL 
PLANTS

Winter bloom
Evergreens for winter
Other winter interest 
Berries, form and texture

Spring bloom
Summer bloom
Fall bloom
Fall foliage



They give shape to the 
landscape, even in 
winter.

As an accent, they draw 
your eye, due to 
placement, color, size or 
texture.

They can act as a screen 
or windbreak when 
planted  to grow 
together.

SHRUBS



2

USE OF SHRUBS
 Backdrop- They act like a 

background in a painting. 
 They set off the plants in 

front and around them.
 Hedge of flowering plants-

they will really make a 
statement.

 Don’t put a lot of flowering 
annuals in front of them, 
just something for texture.

 Winter interest or color-
They can provide 
interesting color if 
evergreen or an interesting 
branching habit if not.



6



29

ORNAMENTAL GRASSES

 Choose a grass according 
to its mature height and 
width, leaf texture, color 
and inflorescence.

 Make sure it won’t be too 
aggressive for your 
needs.

 Grasses make a good 
screen, hedge or accent.







Grasses create good winter interest 
with the dead foliage. They can 
usually be cut back in late winter or 
early spring, but there are exceptions.



32



33



ANNUALS AND BIENNALS
Many color choices
Many will re-seed
 Fill in bare spots 

while landscape 
develops



HERBACEOUS PERENNIALS
Wide variety of size 

and shape
Varieties for all 

light conditions
Careful selection 

will allow for 
blooms all year



HERBS

Flavor
Beauty
Fragrance



ROSES
Colorful, fragrant 

year-round blooms 
with minimal care!

Miniature to large 
shrub type, vining as 
well

Many, many colors
 Stay with EarthKind

and their friends!



BULBS
Wide range of color, 

shapes, sizes and 
heights.

 Least maintenance 
of any plant

 Predictable 
seasonal bloom, 
any time of the 
year



ORNAMENTAL TREES
Great as an accent
Spring bloom
Fall foliage
Berries in winter



VINES
Accent
Screen 
Backdrop for 

Flowers
Flowering Plants
Shade
Fragrance



PLANT SELECTION

Chandor Gardens

Weatherford, Texas



THRIVE OR SURVIVE?
Plants that Thrive
 Drought tolerant
 Pest resistant
 Look gorgeous
 Little upkeep

Plants that Survive
Need extra water
Require sprays
Are just there
Need constant attention



 Foundation plants
 Accent plants
 Plant groups
 Mass plantings

PLANT TYPES



Show off main 
entrance
Break up long line of 

house
No taller than 2/3 

the wall at corners
Use dwarf shrubs for 

low windows

FOUNDATION PLANTS



 “Accent” plants are 
a focal point—they 
draw attention to 
themselves

 Could be all year, or 
only certain times, 
such as when in 
bloom

 Accent plants can 
be a single plant, a 
group, or a mass

ACCENT PLANTS



 Plant “groups” are 3, 
5, 7, … plants of the 
same species, where 
each individual plant 
is discernable 

 Often serve as 
accent plants at 
some point during 
the year

PLANT GROUPS



 “Mass” plants – when 
many plants of a 
particular species are 
planted close enough 
together so that you 
can’t see the individual 
plants

 Masses serve to move 
the eye between more 
important components 
and to tie a landscape 
together

MASS PLANTINGS



PLANT SELECTION 
CHARACTERICS

 Growth Characteristics
 Climate
 Soil
Water
 Light
 Size
 Pests

 Beauty Characteristics
 Plant type
 Bloom color
Wildlife use
 Personal desire
 Form



HARDINESS ZONES

 We are in Zone 7b
 Plants from Zone 8 may 

survive a few winters, 
but are not 
recommended.

 Read the tag!





WHERE THE WEST BEGINS

Wet & 
AcidicDry & 

Alkaline


 Mainly alkaline soils
 < 30” rain annually



SOIL, WATER AND THE 
SOUTHERN GARDEN

 Civil War States
 Texas to Georgia to Florida

 Featured in Southern Living, HGTV, etc
 Many lush, acid-loving plants
 Rainfall of 45” or more a year



IMPLICATIONS OF WHERE 
WE LIVE

Avoid acid-loving plants
Azaleas
Pine trees
Dogwood
Camellia
Gardenia

Avoid plants not 
adapted to our climate
Palm trees
Oleander
Lilac
Tulips

Use plants suited for North Central Texas
 Drought tolerant
 Zone 7 or lower
 Tolerate alkaline soil
 Tolerate our summer temperatures



WHAT KIND OF PLANT?
Plant type:
Deciduous/Evergreen 
Tree, shrub, perennial, 

groundcover, vine…

Mature plant size
Desirable features:
Attract wildlife or 

butterflies
Color of bloom, scent
Time of bloom



Consider the plant’s MATURE, NATURAL size!  
MATURE SIZE



USE NATIVE/ADAPTED 
PLANTS FOR YOUR COUNTY

Use plants in The Real Dirt
Consider the Texas superstars
Use Texas Smartscape
Consider EarthKind roses
Visit our Demonstration Gardens
Talk to your nursery professional
Call us 817-598-6168



THE REAL DIRT
 Profiles of > 500 plants 

that grow well in Parker 
County

 Chapters on Insects and 
Diseases

 Chapter on special topics 
such as deer resistant 
plants and butterfly 
gardens



TEXAS SUPERSTARS

 Statewide tests: 3-8 years
 No pesticides used
 High levels of performance (adaptive 

ability, pest resistance, desirable 
features)

http://TexasSuperstar.com



TEXAS SMARTSCAPE

http://www.txsmartscape.com/ 



EARTHKIND ROSES

 19 survivors out of the 100 best in Texas
 Require virtually no care
 Bloom spring through fall
www.earthkindroses.tamu.edu



OTHER RESOURCES



SUMMARY

You MUST select plants that are:
Adapted to our climate
Are the right size when mature
Are planted in the right location

You MAY then choose from 100’s of plants:
Color
Fragrance
Growth habit
Any other personal desire



Form
Texture
Seasonal Interest
Color

PLANT BEAUTY 
CHARACTERISTICS



Arching
Upright
Creeping/spreading
Drooping/weeping
Mounded
Horizontal branching
Columnar

Consider both 
foliage form 
and flower 
form

FORM



Visual coarseness/fineness of foliage, 
branching, flowers.

A plant’s texture is relative to what’s around 
it, and it may change throughout the season.

TEXTURE



TEXTURE



SEASONAL INTEREST



Warm colors 
appear closer, so 
are good for 
viewing from a 
distance.
• Oranges
• Yellows
• Reds

Cool colors 
recede, so 
are better 
up close.
• Greens
• Blues
• Purples

THE COLOR WHEEL



ANALAGOUS COLORS



COMPLEMENTARY COLORS



MONOCHROMATRIC COLORS



CONSIDER COMPANION PLANTS
 Spring bulbs/annuals with late arrivals, e.g.
Spring: Larkspur, Summer: Zinnia, Fall: Mums
Spring: Gladiolus, Summer: Lantana, Gomphrena

 Spring blooming shrubs and bulbs under 
deciduous trees



First: Define planting beds
Next: Select plant types for each bed.
That will thrive in your climate 
That are pleasing

Then: Arrange plants in a pleasing manner
Finally: Select plants based on color of dominant 
plant

PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER

Consider some whimsy



DEFINING PLANTING BEDS
 How big do you need it to be?  

Can you take care of it easily?
 Usually a width of at least 8 

feet is good.
 Try to use curves. They lead 

your eye around and make a 
yard seem larger or at times 
more intimate, depending on 
placement.



Deciduous shrub, 2 ½ ’ X 5’, 
creeping, spring interest

Deciduous shrub, 6’ X 6’, 
upright, summer interestEvergreen shrub, 4’ X 4’ 

mounded, winter interest

Herbaceous perennial, 18” tall, 
mounded, fine texture Ornamental grass, 40” tall, 

upright, fall interest

PLANT PLACEMENT



SELECTING THE PLANTS
Identify potential plants that meet the 

plant type, form, texture, color, and 
mature size defined in the plan.



POTENTIAL PLANTS
Vitex
Althea
American Beautyberry
Crapemyrtle
Mutabilis Rose

Deciduous shrub, 6’ X6’, 
upright, summer interest

LARGE DECIDUOUS SHRUB



POTENTIAL PLANTS
Dwarf Yaupon Holly
Glossy Abelia
Cotoneaster
Burford Holly
Loropetalum

Evergreen shrub, 4’ X 4’, 
mounded, winter 
interest

EVERGREEN SHRUB



POTENTIAL PLANTS
Spirea
Redleaf barberry
Flame acanthus
Rock rose

Deciduous shrub, 2 ½ ’ X 5’, 
creeping, spring interest

SMALL DECIDUOUS SHRUB



POTENTIAL PLANTS
Gulf muhly
Miscanthus
Switchgrass
Little bluestem

Ornamental grass, 40” tall, 
upright, fall interest

ORNAMENTAL GRASS



POTENTIAL PLANTS
Mealy Blue Sage
Guara
Salvia Greggii
Yarrow
Coneflower
Daylily
Summer Phlox
Black-eyed Susan

Herbaceous perennial, 18” tall, 
mounded, summer interest

HERBACEOUS PERENNIAL



A HEALTHY AND 
SUSTAINABLE LANDSCAPE
Attractive
Designed to meet your needs
Balance of turf, hardscape and planting 

beds
Greatly reduced use of resources (water, 

fertilizer, pesticides)
Improves the environment





HOMEWORK
Complete landscape plan



Summer 2001

Ugly vacant house

Pruned hedges: high 
maintenance

Vegetable 
garden in shade

No privacy 
from street

Nothing but grass: 
high maintenance

Implementing Your Plan





February 2004

Apple tree 
has to go



June 2004







December 2004



March 2005



Thank you Hermann’s



Spring 2006



Spring 2007



VIEW FROM DINING ROOM

Unity

Harmony

Balance

Repetition

Color
Focal Point

Fall 2007



SUMMARY
Have a plan
Develop it as time and budget allows
Have patience


