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August 2013 
 

Orange County AgriLife 
Newsletter 

 Aug 20, 27, Sept 3, 10:  Making your 

Landscape and Lawn Beautiful; 6:00 

pm—8:00 pm 

 Sept 2:  Office Closed for Labor Day 

 Texas Master Gardeners: 2nd     

Thursday of each month; 6:00 pm @ 

The Salvation Army Boys & Girls Club

-Open to Public 

 Texas Master Naturalist: On even 

months the meeting is on the 3rd 

Thursday, 6:30 pm, Open to Public, 
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Provisions from the American Disability Act will be considered when planning educational programs and activities. Please notify the 

Orange County Extension Office 5 days prior to event at 409-882-7010 if you plan on attending an Extension educational program 

and need specialized service. Educational program serve people of all ages regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, sex,      

religion, disability, political beliefs or national origin. The Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service, the U.S. Department of               

Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating. 

Orange County AgriLife Newsletter 

 In Texas, a felony case can proceed only after and indictment by a grand jury, unless the accused 
waives this right.  The grand jury is responsible for reviewing evidence in a criminal case to determine if the 
accused could be guilty of the charge and should stand trial.  At least nine of the 12 grand jurors must        
believe the evidence shows the accused could be guilty and formally vote a true bill before an indictment can 
take place. 

 Other than the attorneys and the defendant, there are some other important persons in the county 
court.  The judge acts as a referee during the trial and determines the applicable legal issues.  It is the judge’s 
job to make sure legal court rules are followed.  The judge must decide what to do if an attorney objects to 
something said or done in the trial.  The judge also keeps order during the trial. 

 The court reporter’s job is to take down every word said by the attorneys, judge and witnesses during 
the trial.  Court reporters have machines that help them take down every word quickly. 

 The district clerk receives and files papers related to criminal proceedings, issues all processes, and 
holds all filed documents for use by the court. 

 Contempt of court is the failure to do what the court orders.  It is a crime, punishable by a fine or fail 
time.  The bailiff makes sure the courtroom is quiet and orderly during the trial.  He or she also escorts the 
jury and the defendant in and out of the courtroom at the necessary time. 

Counties play a major role in the administration of   
justice in Texas.  Each county’s justice system is based 
on the county’s size.  If counties need special help to 
investigate criminal matters they can call upon the 
Texas Rangers.  These are the components of county 
law enforcement. 

First Day Of School 

St. Mary's Thursday, August 15th (7:30am) 

Bridge City Monday, August 26th (8am) 

Community Monday, August 26th (8am) 

Deweyville Monday, August 26th (8am) 

LCM Monday, August 26th (8am) 

Orangefield Monday, August 26th (8am) 

Vidor Monday, August 26th (8am) 

West Orange-Stark Monday, August 26th (8am) 
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Marie Kenney, BSA,  County Extension Agent 4-H/Youth Development 

makenney@ag.tamu.edu  409-882-7010 
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 4-H NEWS 

2013-2014 4-H Enrollment 

The new year enrollment begins with the “early bird” registration on August 15—October 31. During the ‘early 

bird’ registration the enrollment fee is $20 per child and after October 31 the fee will be $25 per child. There is 

no enrollment fee for Clover kids age 5-8.  Minimum age requirement for enrollment is 8 years of age and in the 

3rd grade by August 31, 2013. 

Enrollment is done on 4-H Connect website https://texas.4honline.com/Login 

RETURNING Members/Families—PLEASE DO NOT set up a new account. Go to your existing account and up-

date. 

NEW Members/Families– Please follow the steps on 4-H Connect to enroll. 

Adult volunteers will also complete their enrollment with their child on the same account. Adult Volunteer en-

rollment is $10 per adult for the background screening. Any adult who will be helping with the 4-H children in 

any way must complete the Volunteers form. 

If you do not have access to a computer to enroll, NO PROBLEM. Your club manager and the 4-H office has the 

enrollment forms available for you to complete. You will turn in your form along with your payment  made out to 

Orange County 4-H, to your club manager. The 4-H office will complete your enrollment on 4-H Connect. 

No member/family will be turned away from joining 4-H due to finances. Scholarships are available. 

Any question, please feel free to contact the 4-H office 409-882-7010. We are here to help. 
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 4-H NEWS 

Categories  

Animal-Domestic 

Animal-Wildlife 

Catch-All 

Details & Macro 

Digital Darkroom 

Dominant Color 

Elements of Design 

Food 

Marine/Aquatic 

Nature & Landscape 

Night Photography 

People 

Plant/Flora 

Storyboard 

Theme 

 

 

Awards & Recognition 

Quality Awards: Blue, Red and White quality awards will be given to 

entries based on the scoring criteria. 

Best of Show Awards: One Best of Show Award will be presented to 

one photo in each category. 

Cash Awards: Each Best of Show winner will received a $250 cash 

prize. 

For a complete contest package along with categories description contact the 4-H Office at 409-882-7010 
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There are many signs that summer is here including hot weather, full swimming pools, and sunlight until   

after 9 pm! Another sign is that sweet corn is starting to show up at the grocery stores, Farmers’ Markets, and 

street corners. We planted sweet corn on the farm I grew up on so seeing the sweet corn reminds me of my 

childhood. I’d spend a day or two in the kitchen with my mom, sister, and grandmas freezing sweet corn so 

we could enjoy eating it throughout the winter. 

Currently, the price of a dozen ears of sweet corn at three different grocery stores in Central Iowa is $6/dozen. 

Local sweet corn is expected to be in the stores around July 15, later than normal because of the cold, wet 

spring in the Midwest. The local sweet corn will be a bit cheaper. 

When selecting sweet corn, look for the following signs of quality: 

 Kernels that are plump. Do not choose ears with kernels that have begun to shrivel or ‘dent’. 

 Kernels that are ‘milky’ inside so that when pressed with the fingernail the juice pops out. 

 Depending on the variety, yellow corn should have a bright yellow color. White corn should be really 

white. 

 Husks which fit snugly around the ear, look fresh, and have good green color. Do not select ears with 

husks that are dried, yellowed, or straw-colored which are indications of age or damage. 

 Shiny dark brown silk is a sign of well-filled kernels. Silk ends should be free from decay or worm injury. 

To get the best flavor from sweet corn, it should be eaten as soon as possible after harvesting because the  

sugars start converting to starches as soon as the corn is picked. If you need to store the sweet corn, leave the 

corn in the husk and refrigerate as soon as possible. If the corn has been husked, place it in a plastic bag and 

store in the refrigerator. Corn that has been blanched and cut off the cob can be frozen for 6 months to a year. 

Here are some tips for cooking with fresh sweet corn: 

 Don’t add salt to the water when cooking sweet corn because it will toughen 

the corn. 

 Good, fresh sweet corn does not need to be cooked for long. Try cooking it 

for just 3 minutes, and see how delicious it can be. 

 Two to three medium ears of corn are equivalent to approximately 1 pound, 

depending on ear size. Two medium ears equal approximately 1 to 1 ½ cups 

of kernels. 

For more tips and directions for microwaving, grilling, or boiling sweet corn, check out the Sunshine Sweet 

website (http://www.sunshinesweetcorn.com/how-to-cook-sweet-corn/). 

http://blogs.extension.iastate.edu/foodsavings/files/2013/07/corn-on-the-cob.jpg
http://www.sunshinesweetcorn.com/how-to-cook-sweet-corn/
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Apple Smiles 
Ingredients: 
 8 each red apples (about 2 1/2 

inches in diameter, 2.25 lbs) 
 8 tablespoons peanut butter 
 Miniature marshmallows 
 
 

Equipment: 
 Cutting board 
 Knives 
 
 

Directions: 
1. Wash apples, slice in half and 

remove cores. 
2. Slice each apple into 8 slices 
3. Spread peanut butter on one 

side of each slice of apple. 
4. Place 3 or four marshmallows 

(teeth) on top of the peanut 
butter 

5. Top with another apple slice, 
(peanut butter side down), and 
press slightly together to      
complete the smile. 

6. Serve one apple per child. 

Adventures in Art 
Add vibrant color to everything in your life! 

Bending Water: 
Materials: 
 Plastic comb 
 Water faucet 

Directions: 
Turn on the cold water in your kitchen sink, letting 
the water run out in a small, steady stream.  Run 
the comb through dry hair several times to charge 
it.  Slowly bring the charged comb near the stream 
of water.  How did the comb make the water 
“bend”?  The water was neutral, not charged, and 
was attracted to the charged comb and moved  
toward it!  Amazing!  

 
Slimy Goop: 
Materials: 
 1 tsp laundry detergent powder 
 1 cup of water 
 2 cups white glue 
 Food coloring 
 Large plastic bowl with lid 

Directions: 
Combine laundry powder and water in the plastic 
bowl.  Add the glue and stir the mixture with your 
hands until it forms a gooey ball.  Your slimy goop 
can be any color you want it to be, just by adding 
a few drops of food coloring.  Store the goop in an 
airtight plastic container until you’re ready to play 
with it again.  Squish your fingers into the mixture 
for gooey fun. 
 
***Excerpt from the book “The Five Minute  
 Parent” by Deborah Shelton 
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Berry Cheesecake Pudding Salad 

 
Ingredients: 
 2 small boxes of instant cheesecake pudding (white 

chocolate pudding also works) 
 1 (32 oz) container of low fat strawberry yogurt 
 1 (16 oz) container of light Cool-Whip 
 16 oz frozen mixed berries, partially thawed 
 3 large fresh bananas, sliced 
 1 lb fresh strawberries, sliced 
 

Directions: 
1. Pour yogurt into a large bowl and mix in pudding (it 

will be kind of lumpy). 
2. Fold in the Cool-Whip (the lumps will go away as 

you stir it). 
3. Add all the fruit and stir to combine. 
4. Keep refrigerated.  
 
 
 

 
 

Gourmified.com 

TEXAS A&M AGRILIFE EXTENSION 
11867 Hwy 62 North 
Or 
PO BOX 367 
Orange, TX 77631 
Phone: 409-882-7010 
E-mail: orange-tx@tamu.edu 

IN THE AUGUST ISSUE: 

 Upcoming Events 
 First Day of School 
 Keys to the Courthouse 
 Adult & Youth Canning Show 
 
 4-H News: Pages 4—9 
 
 Corn on the Cob:  A Sure Sign of  

Summer 
 The 5 Minute Parent:  Fun and fast 

activities for you and your little ones. 
 Nutritious Snacks for Kids!! 


