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Happy New Year! 
 

First off, I would like to update you on some of the 4-H           

happenings in the county.  In October, the horse judging team 

traveled to Columbus, Ohio, for their national contest and 

brought home 8th.  October and November were validation 

months for sheep, goats, and pigs.   

60 sheep/goats and 65 pigs were tagged. 

In  November, we had kids competing in Swine Skill A Thon and 

Horse Quiz Bowl.  The Quiz Bowl Team will be competing at 

State for the third year in June.  In December, we had a senior 

team represent Oldham County at the District Meat Judging 

Contest; they will be competing at State in June as well.   

Coming up on January 13th is the County Show.  Please come 

show these kids some support for all the hard work they have 

put in with their animals.  You can also support them by         

participating in the premium sale, placing an add-on to their  

animal, and/or purchasing a ticket for the Polaris drawing. 

“Texas A&M AgriLife Extension provides equal opportunities in its programs and employment to all persons, regardless of race, color, sex, reli-
gion, national origin, disability, age, genetic information, veteran status, sexual orientation, or gender identity.”   “The Texas A&M University 

System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating” 
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Importance of Agricultural Trade on the Texas and U.S. Economies 

As agricultural producers experience higher input costs and lower revenues, along with declining U.S. gov-

ernment support to agriculture, understanding the impacts of international trade and how markets and com-

petition are affected will take on added importance for farmers, agribusinesses, policy makers, and agricul-

tural leaders. 

The United States is the largest exporter of farm products and those exports account for about 35% of farm 

income, up from 28% in 1996.  The economic impact of U.S. agricultural exports to Canada and Mexico to-

taled $107.8 billion and 509,332 jobs in 2016.  The total economic impact of Texas agricultural export trade 

to Canada and Mexico totaled more than $3.3 billion in 2016 and supported 18,674 jobs. In addition, agri-

cultural exports help support rural communities across the United States, with each dollar of exports stimu-

lating another $1.27 in business activity. 

 

Agricultural imports are also important, as U.S. consumers are more dependent on them for certain         
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commodities, as well as, for year-round supply. Not surprisingly, these include tropical products not pro-

duced, or only sparingly produced, in the United States such as limes, coffee and bananas. Orange juice and 

tomato imports have increased over the years as production, mainly in Florida, has decreased significantly. 

Other products such as beef and pork account for a smaller share of US imports.                                      

Trade agreements impact exports and imports. The North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), nego-

tiated between the United States, Canada and Mexico and initiated on January 1, 1994, has been extensively 

studied over the years. NAFTA was designed to expand the flow of goods, services, and investment 

throughout North America. NAFTA calls for the full phased elimination of import tariffs and the elimination 

or fullest possible reduction on non-tariff trade barriers, such as import quotas, licensing schemes, and tech-

nical barriers to trade. 
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Trade is an important part of agricultural markets. As US agriculture has become more dependent on trade, 

world events carry more risk for prices. Growing export markets will continue to be important goal for US ag-

riculture in coming years.  
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