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These meetings will take place at Crist Fuel in Wildorado 

every other month starting this month (May), from 7 am-7:45 

am.  Dates TBA.  Topics to look for are, brush control; row crop 

weed control (CEU); wind law and fencing law; CRP rules, regu-

lations and maintenance; stocker cattle nutrition; market out-

looks (crops & cattle).   

 

Come support the 4-Hers by eating lunch with us on May 21st.  Oldham 

County is sending 6 kids to State 4-H Round up.  They qualified in Horse 

Quiz Bowl, Horse Judging, and Meat Judging, and Vet Science Skill-A-Thon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Texas A&M AgriLife Extension provides equal opportunities in its programs and employment to all persons, regardless of race, color, sex,      
religion, national origin, disability, age, genetic information, veteran status, sexual orientation, or gender identity.”    

“The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating” 
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May 17 field day to highlight wheat research impact on food supply 

Improvements equal to 3 billion-plus loaves of bread annually 

Writer: Kay Ledbetter, 806-677-5608, skledbetter@ag.tamu.edu 
Contact: Dr. Jackie Rudd, 806-677-5600, jcrudd@ag.tamu.edu 

AMARILLO – At least 3 billion loaves of bread in the Texas Panhandle alone every year – that’s the difference 
Texas A&M AgriLife Research is making, according to hosts of the annual Wheat Field Day. 

 
Texas A&M AgriLife Research irrigated wheat plots near Bushland look good as the May 17 Wheat Field Day 
approaches. (Texas A&M AgriLife photo by Jason Baker) 
 
Wheat research, and the difference it makes in the food supply chain, will be highlighted during the annual 
field day May 17 at the Texas A&M AgriLife facilities near Bushland. 
“This year we want to invite the general public, along with producers, seed dealers and other key business 
associates, to come see our latest research in the fields and also see the difference it makes throughout our 
community and region,” said Dr. Jackie Rudd, AgriLife Research wheat breeder in Amarillo. 
AgriLife Research is co-hosting the event with the U.S. Department of Agriculture-Agricultural Research     
Service, the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service and West Texas A&M University. 
The field day is free and will include breakfast tacos, sponsored by Texas Wheat Producers Board, and a 
lunch, sponsored by the USDA-ARS Ogallala Aquifer program. 
“We are very excited this year to show off our new hybrid wheat research, discuss the latest genetic discover-
ies and let producers walk through our field trials to see how different varieties are performing,” Rudd said. 
Additionally, attendees will get a chance to spend an hour viewing booths ranging from Texas Wheat’s dis-
play for producers and consumers to United Supermarkets’ explanation of what types of wheat flour are 
used to make products ranging from desserts to tortillas to bread. AgriLife Extension will host a display, Going 
with the Grains, focusing on the value and importance of wheat in the diet. 
Rudd said wheat breeding research and studies surrounding production practices of the crop have been    
conducted there since the 1940s. During that time, tremendous strides have been made to improve yields, 
drought resistance, insect and disease control, and production practices in general. 
Since it started near Bushland, wheat research has improved dryland yields in farmers’ fields from about 11 
bushels per acre in the 1940s to more than 36 bushels per acre average today, he said. 
With a bushel of wheat yielding 42 pounds of flour and making 90 loaves of bread, every acre of wheat is   
producing about 2,250 more loaves of bread annually. There are about 1.34 million acres of wheat harvested 
in the Texas Panhandle alone. 
“Sometimes we don’t do a good job of letting our neighbors and community know what is going on out on 
the research farm and what an impact it has on not only this region, but the nation and world,” Rudd said. 

mailto:skledbetter@ag.tamu.edu
mailto:jcrudd@ag.tamu.edu
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__today.agrilife.org_wp-2Dcontent_uploads_2017_04_IMG-5F0681.jpg&d=DwMDaQ&c=r_tSStIHV2ie60z4DgB-pQ&r=yDo4chzLJUc_a05mPFPEIeUpJM4B2hkWmMg6bgu_vdY&m=uvyhBcgtVozIZasQItdExjLimlLIg9X2DSS6DBNvB5c&s=K8n_7tnhcZ
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“We hope this event will help us reach out to more people and explain the importance of the work being 
done here.” 
Some highlights of the noon program will be Texas Wheat’s Role in the World by Steelee Fischbacher, Texas 
Wheat Producers Board director of policy and marketing in Amarillo, and Valuing Wheat Quality by Dave 
Green, the Wheat Quality Council executive vice president in Lenexa, Kansas. 
In addition to variety trials, one of the tour stops will include discussion about how wheat breeders look for 
new and helpful traits by looking back to wheat relatives that might be considered weeds, Rudd said. 
Presentations will also cover water-use savings, wheat curl mite issues, residue management for water con-
servation, management issues and genomics. 
Once the tours are over, Dr. Ron French, AgriLife Extension plant pathologist, and Dr. Ed Bynum, AgriLife Ex-
tension entomologist, both in Amarillo, will be available to discuss disease and pest issues. Producers are 
welcome to bring samples for one-on-one consultations. 
For more information, contact Rudd or Shannon Baker at 806-677-5600. 

 
 

Death Tax Officially on Chopping Block: By Ben Potter, AgWEb.com 

"We have a once-in-a-generation opportunity to do something really big," White House Chief Economic Ad-
viser Gary Cohn said at a White House press briefing earlier on Wednesday. 

Cohn was at the briefing to discuss the Trump administration’s sweeping tax reform plan that have some con-
siderable changes – including repealing the so-called death tax, which is sometimes criticized as a hardship 
for small businesses and farms. 

The Trump administration is billing its “2017 Tax Reform for Economic Growth and American Jobs” as “The 
biggest individual and business tax cut in American history.” Here are some additional highlights: 

 Individual income tax brackets would be reduced from 7 to 3 – now taxed at 10%, 25% and 35%. 

 Standard deduction for families would double, and the reform also includes tax relief for child and dependent care 
expenses. 

 The Alternative Minimum Tax would be eliminated. 

 Business tax rate would be lowered to 15%. 
 Tax breaks for special interest would be eliminated. 
 

There is and will be continued debate over whether these changes will cause the federal government to lose 
massive amounts of revenue. At today’s briefing, Treasury Secretary Steve Mnuchin said the changes will 
stimulate the economy and grow U.S. jobs. 

"This will pay for itself with growth and with reduction of different deductions and closing loopholes," said 
Mnuchin. 

Earlier this year, a Congressional Budget Office report concluded it could add as much as $6 trillion to the 
national debt, however. 
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Most of the wheat in the South Plains is headed out but growth stage will be later as one moves north. 

The resources for wheat freeze injury assessment, if needed, are found at http://wheatfreezeinjury.tamu.edu.  On the 
right side of the page you will see “Wheat Freeze Injury Assessment Resources.”  The link for the primary document not-
ed above is being fixed this morning, so I am attaching it for now. 

You might have some inquiries about possible injury, but it usually takes about a week to know what the outcome might 
have been.  Unless wheat is flowering, I am not anticipating much concern, especially if the duration of temperature was 
short.  Injury potential is likely spotty, but higher on low ends of fields. 

If you have questions call Jourdan or myself.  If you are a CEA that was not here during the repeated freezes from late 
March to early May in 2014, be sure to ask if you have questions, and if there is some injury that appears to be in your 
county, we will try to provide some hands on instruction. 

Calvin Trostle 

 
 
From “Wheat Freeze Injury in Texas” (ESC-026, 2014), the temperatures at which potential freeze injury may     
occur, depending on growth stage (and also other factors like duration, especially for 2 hours or more, wind, speed, 
wheat canopy, low lying area) are: 

 
Table 1. Temperatures at which freeze injury can potentially occur in wheat. Injury generally does not   
begin until temperatures remain below the critical temperature threshold for at least 2 hours. 
  

Growth 
Stage 

Approximate injurious 
temperature (2 hours) 

Primary symptoms Impact on yield 

Tillering 12°F (-11°C) Leaf chlorosis; burning of leaf 
tips; silage odor; blue cast to 
fields 

Slight to moderate 

Jointing 24°F (-4°C) Death of growing point; leaf yel-
lowing or burning; lesions, 
splitting, or bending of lower 
stem; odor 

Moderate to severe 

Boot 28°F (-2°C) Floret sterility; spike trapped in 
boot; damage to lower stem; leaf 
discoloration; odor 

Moderate to severe 

Heading 30°F (-1°C) Floret sterility; white awns or 
white spikes; damage to lower 
stem; leaf discoloration 

Severe 

Flowering 32°F (0°C) Floret sterility; white awns or 
white spikes; damage to lower 
stem; leaf discoloration 

Severe 

Milk 28°F (-2°C) White awns or white spikes; 
damage to lower stems; leaf dis-
coloration; shrunken, rough-
ened, or discolored   kernels 

Moderate to severe 

Dough 28°F (-2°C) Shriveled, discolored kernels; 
poor germination 

Slight to moderate 

http://wheatfreezeinjury.tamu.edu
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Pasture Weed Control 

By: Keith Martin, K-State Research and Exteninsion; April 30, 2017 

Now is an excellent time to make choices about managing weeds in pastures. Before applying herbicides for 
chemical control you first need to answer the question: “Why do I have weeds in my pasture”?  If a            
management issue such as overstocking, spot grazing, low grass vigor or something else is causing the         
increase in weed numbers, then weeds are symptoms, not the real root of the problem. In this case, unless the 
underlying cause is addressed, you will continually have weeds on an annual basis, regardless of the chemical 
controls used. 

On the other hand, there may be instances when grazing management alone cannot address weed issues. In 
these situations chemical control coupled with good grazing management can lead to a more long term       
solution. 

Annual broadleaves are easiest and most economically controlled when they are about 2 inches tall. That  
usually will be somewhere around the late April or early May in our area.  Perennials are best controlled when 
they are flowering or have completed flowering and actively growing, usually sometime in June depending on 
the weed. Of course weed growth and the weather don’t always abide by the calendar, so for best results      
always follow the rates and weed sizes listed on the label. 

There are several different chemical options available.  The best option will depend on price, effectiveness, 
and the weed type and size you are going after.  A few of the chemical options are: 

2,4-D works well on small annuals and at a higher rate satisfactorily on perennials.  A rate of 3/4 lb. of active 
ingredient per acre will give good control on small annuals.  A rate of 1 to 1 1/4 lbs will be needed for larger 
annuals or perennial plants. 

For a broader spectrum of weed control and in some cases residual control, 2,4-D in combination with      
aminopyralid, dicamba or picloram maybe an option. Be sure to read the label for the proper mixing           
procedures and a list of those weeds controlled. 

Metsulfuron is also another option, which provides residual control. Metsulfuron can also suppress fescue 

production and seedheads.  There are several herbicides in which metsulfuron is the primary ingredient. An 

excellent K - State publication with specific recommendations for different weeds and forage types is available 

at: https://www.bookstore.ksre.ksu.edu/pubs/SRP1126.pdf or do an internet search for SRP 1126 2016 

Chemical Weed Control. 

https://www.bookstore.ksre.ksu.edu/pubs/SRP1126.pdf
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Market Highlights: Prices Could Continue Rally Into Fall 

By: Andrew P. Griffith, University of Tennessee; May 1, 2017 

FED CATTLE: Fed cattle traded $4 to $5 higher on a live basis compared to last week. Prices on a live basis were mainly $135 to 

$137 while dressed prices were mainly $216 to $217. The 5-area weighted average prices thru Thursday were $136.25 live, up 

$4.63 from last week and $216.81 dressed, up $7.59 from a week ago. A year ago prices were $123.87 live and $194.50 dressed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Despite higher feeder cattle placements and marketings in March, finished cattle prices continue to soar. Federally in-
spected cattle slaughter is up 6.6 percent year-to-date compared to 2016 which should put a lot more beef on the market. 
However, cattle dressed weights have kept beef production in check as they have averaged nearly 11 pounds lower thus 
far in 2017 compared to the same time period in 2016. 

Higher slaughter rates and lower dressed weights have resulted in a 5.2 percent increase in federally inspected beef    
production. If cattle feeders are able to remain current in marketings then the summer and fall marketing months 
should remain kind to them as they move through the largest slaughter periods. 

BEEF CUTOUT: At midday Friday, the Choice cutout was $221.00 up $1.85 from Thursday and up $3.31 from last  

Friday. The Select cutout was $207.92 up $1.24 from Thursday and up $3.86 from last Friday. The Choice Select spread 

was $13.08 compared to $13.63 a week ago. 
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Packers continue to market beef at higher prices as both the Choice and Select cutouts continued their    
ascension. It is necessary for packers to market beef at higher prices to keep pace with the finished cattle 
market. Higher wholesale prices have not improved packer margins, because they are continuing to pay 
higher prices for finished cattle. The market dynamics this year are much different from one year ago or 
even six months ago. 

Through much of 2016 packers paid relatively low prices for cattle and then were able to market beef at  
relatively strong prices. The aforementioned conditions resulted in packers being in the driver’s seat and 
bringing in profits by the truckload. Fast forward to April 2017, cattle feeders are now driving the fleet and 
are maintaining leverage with timely marketings. 

Packers are being helped with strong domestic beef demand as well as strong demand from the                 
international market. Leverage will shift from the feedlot to the packer, but it may be later than normal if 
cattle continue to be pushed through. 

OUTLOOK: The feeder cattle futures market was met with a surge of energy Wednesday and Thursday 
with most contracts gaining $9 over the two day period. Friday trading was much of the same as futures 
started slow but gained a full head of steam after the first few hours of trading. 

There was no doubt feeder cattle had been undervalued for several months leading up to the initial surge in 
feeder cattle prices. However, the price jolt this week brings to question if the market is moving too high, if 
feeder cattle are being appropriately valued by the futures market, or if prices should move higher. 

The price of feeder cattle in the local cash market is largely based on what feedlot managers perceive will 
happen to finished cattle prices. This is the same situation in the futures market where feeder cattle futures 
generally follow the price movement of live cattle futures which ties into cash market trade. 

The live cattle market has been consistently strong the first four months of 2017, but much skepticism      
remained in the feeder cattle market until recently. The sustained strong finished cattle prices has many in 
the industry believing cattle prices will remain elevated which now has feedlot managers bidding up the 
price of feeder cattle. 

Stronger prices have been good for cow-calf and stocker producers alike, but no one wants to be holding the 
short end of the stick when the market finds equilibrium. Thus, producers with physical inventory may 
want to consider forward contracting summer sales or at a minimum get a price floor on currently owned 
inventory using the options market or livestock risk protection insurance. The market could continue to go 
up which means no action is the correct decision. 

Alternatively, the market could go down which means the owner of the cattle will watch total value drop if 
no action is taken. The use of a floor price could be beneficial in that it provides downside price protection 
while leaving the top side open if markets continue to strengthen. Producers should calculate                  
profit margins and determine acceptable  margins to capitalize on the recent price movement. 


