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 – U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue today announced
details of actions the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will take to assist farmers in response
to trade damage from unjustified retaliation by foreign nations. President Donald J. Trump directed
Secretary Perdue to craft a short-term relief strategy to protect agricultural producers while the Ad-
ministration works on free, fair, and reciprocal trade deals to open more markets in the long run to
help American farmers compete globally. USDA will authorize up to $12 billion in programs, consis-
tent with our World Trade Organization obligations.

These programs will assist agricultural producers to meet the costs of disrupted markets:
�� USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will administer the Market Facilitation Program (MFP) to provide

payments to corn, cotton, dairy, hog, sorghum, soybean, and wheat producers starting September 4,
2018. An announcement about further payments will be made in the coming months, if warranted.

Background on Market Facilitation Program:
MFP is established under the statutory authority of the Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) and
administered by FSA. For each commodity covered, the payment rate will be dependent upon the
severity of the trade disruption and the period of adjustment to new trade patterns, based on each
producer’s actual production.

Interested producers can apply after harvest is 100 percent complete and they can report their total
2018 production. Beginning September 4th of this year, MFP applications will be available online at
www.farmers.gov/mfp. Producers will also be able to submit their MFP applications in person, by
email, fax, or by mail.

Eligible applicants must have an ownership interest in the commodity, be actively engaged in farm-
ing, and have an average adjusted gross income (AGI) for tax years 2014, 2015, and 2016 of less than
$900,000. Applicants must also comply with the provisions of the “Highly Erodible Land and Wet-
land Conservation” regulations. On September 4, 2018, the first MFP payment periods will begin.
The second payment period, if warranted, will be determined by the USDA.
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Market Facilitation Program
Commodity Initial Payment Rate
Cotton  $0.06 / lb.
Corn  $0.01 / bu.
Dairy (milk) $0.12 / cwt.
Pork (hogs) $8.00 / head
Soybeans $1.65 / bu.
Sorghum $0.86 / bu.
Wheat  $0.14 / bu.

The initial MFP payment will be calculated by multiplying 50 percent of the producer’s total 2018
actual production by the applicable MFP rate. If CCC announces a second MFP payment period,
the remaining 50 percent of the producer’s total 2018 actual production will be subject to the sec-
ond MFP payment rate.

MFP payments are capped per person or legal entity at a combined $125,000 for dairy production
or hogs. Payment for dairy production is based off the historical production reported for the Mar-
gin Protection Program for Dairy (MPP-Dairy). For existing dairy operations, the production histo-
ry is established using the highest annual milk production marketed during the full calendar years
of 2011, 2012, and 2013. Dairy operations are also required to have been in operation on June 1,
2018 to be eligible for payments. Payment for hog operations will be based off the total number of
head of live hogs owned on August 1, 2018.

MFP payments are also capped per person or legal entity at a combined $125,000 for corn, cotton,
sorghum, soybeans and wheat.

For more information on the MFP, visit www.farmers.gov/mfp or contact your local FSA office,
which can be found at www.farmers.gov.
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Texas A&M AgriLife’s High Plains Wheat ‘Top Picks’ List

Writer: Kay Ledbetter,   Contacts: Dr. Calvin Trostle
Dr. Jourdan Bell   Dr. Jackie Rudd

Each year, experts with the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service and Texas A&M AgriLife Research jointly
provide wheat producers across the High Plains their “Top Picks” list for varieties with the highest potential before
planting time.

The summaries are derived from wheat variety trials coordinated by the Texas A&M AgriLife wheat breeding pro-
gram in Amarillo, with funding provided by variety trial entry fees as well as the Texas Wheat Producers Board.

Picks are based on yield performance and consistency from over 30 multiyear, multisite irrigated and dryland trials
harvested from 2015-2018. Test sites range from Lamesa to Perryton and west to Clovis, New Mexico.

In the High Plains, picks for full irrigation include TAM 113, TAM 114, TAM 304, Iba and Winterhawk. Top lim-
ited-irrigation picks are TAM 112, TAM 113, TAM 114, Iba, T158 and Winterhawk. Top dryland varieties are the
TAM 112, TAM 113, TAM 114 and T158, along with the addition of two new ones this year, WB4721 and LCS
Mint.

Dr. Calvin Trostle, AgriLife Extension agronomist in Lubbock, said WB Grainfield, Winterhawk and Iba were
removed from the previous dryland list because their long-term performance has flattened out, while WB4721 and
LCS Mint were added to the list.

“Pick” varieties with a minimum of three years in the Texas A&M AgriLife High Plains tests continue to yield
6-10 percent better as a group than all other varieties in both irrigated and dryland tests, according to the selection
team.

Trostle said the experts also keep a two- and three-year “watch list” of varieties that might eventually make the
Top Picks list. Denali, a Colorado line that was not entered in the 2017- 2018 trials, was taken off the watch list
this year and PlainsGold Avery and Long Branch were added for dryland production.

Dr. Jourdan Bell, AgriLife Extension agronomist in Amarillo, said Picks varieties are stable performers over sev-
eral years, so producers are encouraged to consider them when purchasing new seed.

“Adding a Pick variety with a specific disease package or maturity that contrasts with your current variety would
be a good complement to your overall program,” Bell said.
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Across the Texas High Plains, much of the early wheat planted in
September for dual-purpose production was drilled into good soil moisture resulting in good stands and good
early forage production, she said. However, rain subsided in October, and much of the late wheat was dry
sowed.

The drought persisted across the Texas High Plains with the winter of 2017-2018 being one of the driest winters
on record. Due to drought and lack of forage, producers pulled cattle off dryland wheat earlier than anticipated.

Heavy fall forage production depleted soil water and deteriorated wheat conditions, especially on dryland acres,
with many dryland fields not recovering, Bell said. With irrigation, many producers maintained forage and grain
production. Some producers received localized rain in April and May that helped carry dryland wheat.

In several areas, dry-sowed winter wheat did not germinate until April, she said. Spring temperatures were
above average, especially during pollination and early grain development. Yields of early planted ungrazed dry-
land wheat that established normally, if harvested, ranged from 10 to 20 bushels per acre.

“Amazingly, a few yields on dryland wheat topped 30 bushels per acre even though in-season rainfall was at
best 2 inches,” Trostle said. “This is a testament to the value of deep soil moisture that carried the crop. Irrigated
wheat ranged from 50 to 100 bushels per acre, depending on irrigation capacity.”

The AgriLife High Plains Wheat Picks over the years often only include one or two changes from previous
years because multiyear data contributes to selection and wheat varieties tend to be available over many years,
said Dr. Jackie Rudd, AgriLife Research wheat breeder in Amarillo.

“There can be good and bad years where a single variety might suffer or excel, but by taking the long-term look
at them at multiple locations, we can better identify those that will have a more consistent performance,” Rudd
said.

TAM 112 has had average performance most years and poor in 2017, but it was very good in 2018, he said. Due
to greenbug tolerance and wheat curl mite/wheat streak mosaic virus tolerance, it continues to have an important
role in High Plains wheat production.

Also, Rudd stressed this list is for grain production only. Although beardless TAM 204 is not on the picks list
because of marginal bread-making quality, “it is an excellent choice for grazing.”

Full wheat variety testing results for the High Plains are posted on http://amarillo.tamu.edu
and http://lubbock.tamu.edu.
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Fall nitrogen requirements for winter wheat
Jeff Edwards, OSU Small Grains Extension
Bill Raun, OSU Soil Fertility Research
Chad Godsey, OSU Cropping Systems Specialist
Randy Taylor, OSU Agricultural Engine

There are several benefits of split applications (fall + spring) of nitrogen to small grains. When compared
to single, pre-plant N applications, split applications make more efficient use of N and allow the producer
to better gauge the yield potential of his/her crop prior to deciding on an N top-dress rate. Once farmers
have made the decision to split-apply their N fertilizer, however, many are left with the question of how to
allocate nitrogen in a split application. Apply too much in the fall and lose some of the efficiencies offered
by the split application. Apply too little in the fall and one runs the risk of the crop “running out” of N prior
to top-dress applications in the spring. In this publication we will provide some guidelines regarding the
fall N requirement of wheat and discuss how your management system will influence this decision.

So, how much fall nitrogen does winter wheat in the Southern Great Plains require? Just like the total N
requirement for wheat varies from year to year, the fall N requirement varies too. Factors such as the
amount of N mineralized from soil organic matter, residual soil nitrate N, previous crop, and whether or
not the crop will be grazed influence fall N requirement for wheat. Among these, whether or not the crop
will be grazed probably has the biggest influence on fall N requirements for wheat.

Success of dual-purpose wheat depends on having enough N to fuel rapid leaf expansion and biomass
production, re-growth during grazing, and re-growth after grazing. The N requirement for wheat in this
system depends largely upon how much forage is produced. Research, however, indicates that around
50 to 70 lb/ac of nitrogen is generally enough to produce ample fall forage and carry the crop through
until top-dress time in February.

In grain-only wheat production, the objectives are slightly different. In fact, the prolific tillering and canopy
expansion that are desirable in dual-purpose wheat can be detrimental to grain-only production in a dry
year. The goal in grain-only production is for the crop to have enough N to produce 2-3 large tillers per
plant and keep these tillers healthy and viable until top-dress time in February. This can usually be ac-
complished by having around 30 to 40 lb/ac of fall N available to the crop. In some years this might al-
ready be present in the soil profile and no supplemental fertilizer will be required. Most years, however, a
small amount of supplemental N fertilizer will be required at the time of planting.
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The fact that we use the terms “around” and “approximately” prior to our estimates of fall N require-
ments for wheat illustrates that there is no one-size-fits-all recommendation regarding N fertilization of
wheat. If there is a large amount of crop residue on the soil surface, for example, more N than indicat-
ed in the previous paragraph could be required due to immobilization of N during the microbial decom-
position of crop residue. Likewise, a bumper fall-forage crop would likely benefit from higher pre-plant
N rates than a mediocre crop.

So, how can the individual producer fine-tune his/her fall N program to adapt to these changing situa-
tions? The answer is to use a three-pronged offensive consisting of:

1. A recent soil test that includes surface (0-6”) and sub-surface (6-24”) nitrate nitrogen levels. What-
ever soil N is present can be subtracted from the approximate fall nitrogen requirements listed on the
previous page.

2. A nitrogen-rich strip. An N-rich strip is simply an area where N is not limiting, and having an N-rich
strip is essential to accurately gauge if the pre-plant application was “enough” or if it is “running out”.
Gauging the difference (or lack thereof) in color between the N-rich strip and the rest of the field will let
the producer know if supplemental N is needed and how early it is needed.

3. The third and final component is commitment
on the part of the farmer. Similar to providing
mineral supplementation to beef cattle, the easy
approach to N fertility is to “put plenty out there”.
This is, however, not the most economical nor
environmentally-friendly approach. Just like a
good herd manager, a well-trained agronomist
will use the tools available to them to determine
what the crop needs and how to supply that
need. Whether we are talking about cattle or
wheat, this takes commitment, dedication, and
perseverance.

“Texas A&M AgriLife Extension provides equal opportunities in its programs and employment to all persons, regardless of race, color, sex, religion, national
origin, disability, age, genetic information, veteran status, sexual orientation, or gender identity.”

“The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating”
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Hemphill Co Mini-Ag Conference
September 10, 2018
Sand Sage Room 8:00-5:00
DAVE PRATT, RANCHING FOR PROFIT, WILL BE HERE TO DISCUSS:
DO YOU OWN A BUSINESS OR A JOB?
THE 3 SECRETS FOR INCREASING PROFIT
ECONOMIC PROCESS & BENCH-MARKING
OVERCOMING RESISTANCE TO CHANGE
COWBOY ECONOMICS- CASE STUDIES INCLUDED
Tickets or Questions call: 806-323-9114,
christa.perry@ag.tamu.edu

Forage Sorghum Silage Trial (58 forage sorghum hybrids) –Jourdan Bell

Sugarcane aphid management including 2018 chemigation trial –Ed Bynum

Grain Sorghum Hybrid Trial (32 grain sorghum entries)
Megan Eikner and Jourdan Bell

 Inzen Sorghum Plots –Jourdan Bell

Sorghum: A Healthy Grain –Lizabeth Gresham

Plots located at:35.197694,102.030063

UPCOMING MEETINGS


