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Nueces Agriculture 
“IMPROVING FOOD & FIBER PRODUCTION” 

      

The members of Texas A&M AgriLife will provide 
equal opportunities in programs and activities, 
education, and employment to all persons regardless 
of race, color, sex, religion, national origin, age, 
disability, genetic information, veteran status, sexual 
orientation or gender identity and will strive to 
achieve full and equal employment opportunity 
throughout Texas A&M AgriLife. 
 
The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department 
of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts 
of Texas Cooperating 

  

PRIVATE APPLICATOR TRAINING  

 

When: 1st Tuesday  5/2, 8/1, 11/7                        Pre-Registration Required...(361)767-5223 

Time …..……………  8:00 am—11:30 am         Where.…….TX A&M AgriLife Ext. Office 

                                               710 E. Main, Robstown, TX 

Fee: $50.00 (Includes study manuals)  
 
A Private Applicator is defined by law as a person who uses or supervises the use of a restricted-

use or state-limited use pesticide for the purpose of producing an agricultural commodity. 

Volume 10, Issue  2 March 2017 

FARM WORKER PROTECTION SAFETY TRAINING 
When………5/5, 8/4, 11/10, 2017                                  Time ………..……….9:00 –11:00 am  

Where ………………………………………………………...… Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Office  

                                                                       (Johnny Calderon Building) 710 E. Main, Robstown 

Pesticide handlers and workers must be trained every year unless they are certified applicators.  

All participants in this training will be issued cards verifying they have successfully completed 

the required training.   

Remember you can find us on 
Facebook as Nueces County 
Agriculture.  Don’t forget to 

“Like” us and you can follow 
the goings on of AgriLife Exten-

sion in Nueces County. 

 April 18        7:30 

10345 State Hwy 44 

RSVP —  By  4/15 

Fee:  $20.00 

See Page 7  2-CEU 

April 19        8:30 

219 W 5th Street, 
Sinton 

RSVP —  By 4/17  

April 15 See page 8 

Fee:  $20.00 

May 2 8 am 

PAT Training 

Nueces County 

Fee:  $50.00 

710 E Main, 
Robstown 

May 5 

9 am  WPS  

Nueces County 

May 6  5:00   

Dinner Tonight — 
Path to the Plate   

See Page 5 

May 18  8:30 

Spring Ranch Field 
Day   

See Page  6 
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SUGARCANE APHID UPDATE  By: Robert Bowling, Ph.D. 

 

Sugarcane aphid on sorghum in Hildalgo County was detected 
on March 21, 2017 by Danielle Sekula-Ortiz. Sugarcane aphid 
colonies were small and the field had not reached an economic 
population but there are several important considerations with 
this detection.  

 

 Winged aphids were found in some of the colonies. This 
means the aphid is mobile and strong southerly winds will carry the aphid into other areas of the 
Rio Grande Valley and eventually to the Upper Gulf Coast and point north. This detection comes 
three to four weeks earlier than the first detection in 2016. 

 Dry and unseasonably warm conditions prompted early establishment of row crops in the 
Valley.  Residual activity of insecticide seed treatments is generally 30 up to 50 days after 
planting. Sorghum seeded in late-January will no longer be protected by an insecticide seed 
treatment. Regardless of insecticide seed treatment and planting date, now is a good time to 
initiate early detection of sugarcane aphid in your sorghum. Pay close attention to field borders, 
especially if volunteer sorghum remnant sorghum, or Johnsongrass borders these fields. In 
Willacy County, the same day the aphid was detected in Hildago county, sugarcane aphid was 
not found on sorghum but was seen on remnant sorghum in a ditch and on several patches of 
Johnsongrass. 

 Scout all sorghum! Many farmers will plant sugarcane aphid tolerant sorghum this year. It is 
important to remember that no sorghum hybrid is immune to sugarcane aphid. All fields should 
be treated as though they were susceptible to the aphid to avoid possible surprises. 

 Transform did receive approval on sorghum for use against sugarcane aphid in 2017.The label is 
the same as it was in 2016. If you need to review the label see the following link: https://
www.texasagriculture.gov/Portals/0/Publications/PEST/Sect18/16TX02%20Transform%20WG%
20Sec%2018%20Directions.pdf  . Sivanto is available and the 4 oz/a rate has offered 
exceptional performance against this aphid in south Texas. 

 

Early detection of sugarcane aphid in the Valley does not necessarily mean this will be an aphid 
year on sorghum. There are many environmental factors that could suppress the aphid. If we get 
into a warm and dry-cycle, then things may get a little interesting. However, the best way to handle 
any crop pest is routine scouting, utilizing thresholds (average of 50 to 125 aphids per leaf for Texas 
with exception to the High Plains), spraying once thresholds are reached (highly suggested to do so 
within 3 days after the population reaches the threshold), and use enough carrier (minimum of 10/
gallons per acre by ground or 5 gallons per acre by air) to penetrate the canopy and maximize 
coverage on lower leaves. Always read and follow the manufacturer’s labeled directions. Deviating 
from the label will nullify any implied warranty offered by the manufacturer. 

On a side note, yellow sugarcane aphid was not detected in the fields scouted on March 21. 
Hopefully this aphid will remain quiet in 2017. But, as always, scout for the presence of any pest that 
may cause an economic loss in production. We will continue to scout sugarcane aphid and provide 
updates. For more information on the sugarcane aphid and other field crops topics check out our 
new website at:  http://betteryield.agrilife.org/. 

https://www.texasagriculture.gov/Portals/0/Publications/PEST/Sect18/16TX02%20Transform%20WG%20Sec%2018%20Directions.pdf
https://www.texasagriculture.gov/Portals/0/Publications/PEST/Sect18/16TX02%20Transform%20WG%20Sec%2018%20Directions.pdf
https://www.texasagriculture.gov/Portals/0/Publications/PEST/Sect18/16TX02%20Transform%20WG%20Sec%2018%20Directions.pdf
http://betteryield.agrilife.org/
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NEW YEAR — OLD PEST  Joe C. Paschal , Livestock Specialist 

As we begin a new year we are faced with an 
old pest, the fever tick. The fever tick (actually 
there are two different species) once ranged as 
far north as Virginia and is the host for the 
blood parasite that causes Cattle or Tick Fever. 
This disease can kill as many as 90% of the 
affected cattle.  
  
Beginning in 1906, the USDA Fever Tick 
Eradication Program eliminated fever ticks 
down to a 500 mile stretch of Texas along the 
Rio Grande. This line runs from Del Rio to the 
Gulf of Mexico and is known as the Permanent 
Quarantine Zone. Inside the Zone, actually a 
buffer between the US and Mexico (which has 
both the ticks and the disease), fever ticks are 
often found since the river is not a perfect 
barrier. Wildlife and stray cattle from Mexico 
can bring ticks across. Tick riders patrol this 
Zone on horseback to look for cattle with ticks. 
Outside the Zone, the fever tick is not usually 
found unless it is carried by wildlife or in a 
special case, by an exotic antelope, the Nilgai. 
Cattle and other livestock inside the Zone must 
be treated for ticks with an insecticide and 
inspected before leaving.  
  
Recently fever ticks (but not the disease) were 
found in Live Oak County requiring a 
Temporary Quarantine Zone to be established 
by the Texas Animal Health Commission, the 
state regulatory agency responsible for animal 
health. TAHC is inspecting and treating 
affected herds to reduce the economic impact 
on producers. Cattle producers have their 
choice of two treatment options or their 
pastures can be vacated for 6-9 months to 
starve the tick.  
 
For more information on fever ticks or cattle 
ticks contact your local county Extension 
agent or beef cattle veterinarian. 
 

For more information: 
Texas Animal Health Commission http://
www.tahc.state.tx.us/animal_health/cattle/#ticks 
TAHC Fever Tick Brochure  
http://www.tahc.state.tx.us/news/brochures/
TAHCBrochure_FeverTick.pdf 
TAHC Fever Tick Brochure (en Español) 
http://www.tahc.state.tx.us/news/brochures/TAH
CBrochure_FeverTick-SPANISH.pdf 
TAHC Frequently Asked Questions 
http://www.tahc.state.tx.us/news/brochures/TAH
CBrochure_FeverTickFAQ.pdf 
APHIS Fever Tick Fact Sheet 
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/animal
_diseases/tick/downloads/pest_alert.pdf 
 
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 
j-paschal@tamu.edu 

http://www.tahc.state.tx.us/animal_health/cattle/%23ticks
http://www.tahc.state.tx.us/animal_health/cattle/%23ticks
http://www.tahc.state.tx.us/news/brochures/TAHCBrochure_FeverTick.pdf
http://www.tahc.state.tx.us/news/brochures/TAHCBrochure_FeverTick.pdf
http://www.tahc.state.tx.us/news/brochures/TAHCBrochure_FeverTick-SPANISH.pdf
http://www.tahc.state.tx.us/news/brochures/TAHCBrochure_FeverTick-SPANISH.pdf
http://www.tahc.state.tx.us/news/brochures/TAHCBrochure_FeverTickFAQ.pdf
http://www.tahc.state.tx.us/news/brochures/TAHCBrochure_FeverTickFAQ.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/animal_diseases/tick/downloads/pest_alert.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/animal_diseases/tick/downloads/pest_alert.pdf
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USING TOPGUARD TERRA TO CONTROL COTTON ROOT 
ROT: NEW LABEL AMENDMENTS  
Thomas Isakeit, Professor and Extension Plant Pathologist, College Station, TX. 

Until recently, Topguard Terra (flutriafol), which is 
used for control of Phymatotrichopsis root rot of 
cotton (“cotton root rot”), was labeled only for 
application at the time of planting. There are two 
at-planting methods: a T-band application or a 
modified in-furrow application. Now, growers 
have additional options that allow application 
before or after planting. 

 The Texas Department of Agriculture has 
approved a FIFRA a 2ee supplemental label for 
additional methods of application. The fungicide 
can be applied up to 30 days before planting 2-4 
inches directly below where the seed is to be 
planted. The use of equipment with GPS 
guidance systems may ensure proper placement. 

 The fungicide can also be applied pre-
emergence in a 3-4 inch band behind the planter 
press wheel, it can be applied over the top to 1-2 
leaf cotton, and it can be applied as a directed 
spray to the base of 2-4 leaf cotton. With these 
methods, rain or overhead irrigation is needed 
afterwards to activate the fungicide. Additionally, 
the Environmental Protection Agency recently 
approved an amendment of the Section 3 label to                                                   

allow application through the drip tape. The tape 
must be directly below the cotton and run in the 
same direction of the row and should be no 
deeper than 12 inches below the soil surface. 

 As this information is recent, at this writing, 
I have not found the label amendments posted 
yet to the label websites that I use. Growers 
should either continue to check the websites, or 
their dealers, for the label, as they will need to 
have the amended label when they apply the 
fungicide with these additional methods. 

 These alternative methods are intended to 
minimize the risk of phytotoxicity that sometimes 
occur when Topguard Terra is applied at planting 
and are based on field experiments. Growers 
should consider doing a small trial of their own to 
compare a new (to them) method of application 
with the method they currently use, and also 
leave a small, non-treated area in the field to 
compare performance. 

 Detailed information about cotton root rot 
and its management can be found in a factsheet 
at http://cotton.tamu.edu/
Nematodes/16_FC010_CRR.pdf. 

http://cotton.tamu.edu/Nematodes/16_FC010_CRR.pdf
http://cotton.tamu.edu/Nematodes/16_FC010_CRR.pdf
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In recent news, new auxin herbicides have received Section 3 approval for use in XtendFlex 
(dicamba-tolerant) and Enlist (2,4-D tolerant) cotton. Currently, three dicamba herbicides 
(XtendiMax™ with VaporGrip™ Technology, FeXapan™, and Engenia™) and one 2,4-D containing 
herbicide (Enlist Duo™ with Colex-D™ Technology) have received federal approval. At the time of 
this writing, XtendiMax with VaporGrip Technology, Engenia, and Enlist Duo with Colex-D 
Technology have received approval for use in Texas. FeXapan herbicide is not currently approved 
for use in Texas at the time of this writing, but is anticipated to receive state approval in the near 
future. 

The ability to use these herbicides will certainly provide additional options for managing troublesome 
glyphosate-resistant Palmer amaranth and common waterhemp, but will also present some 
challenges with regard to off-target movement of these herbicides. As you may be aware, there was 
significant misuse of dicamba in portions of the Midsouth in 2016, resulting in widespread damage to 
non-tolerant soybeans. These problems were due in large part to improper (and illegal) applications 
of dicamba formulations not labelled for use in these crops. To avoid these issues in Texas, it will be 
critical to only use the approved herbicides (XtendiMax with VaporGrip Technology, FeXapan, or 
Engenia for XtendFlex cotton, and Enlist Duo with Colex-D Technology for Enlist cotton), and to 
diligently follow the label application requirements. What follows in Table 1 are important application 
requirements for these herbicides. Please note that these are application requirements, not 
recommendations, and it is expected that applicators fully read and follow them as outlined on the 
product label. 

All of these new herbicides have product websites where a list of approved tank-mix partners, 
approved spray nozzles, and other product updates can be found. These website are being updated 
constantly as new tank-mixes and spray nozzles receive approval, so please consult the appropriate 
website before using these herbicides to check for new updates. 

• XtendiMax with VaporGrip Technology – www.xtendimaxapplicationrequirements.com 
• Engenia – www.engeniatankmix.com 
• FeXapan – www.fexapanapplicationrequirements.dupont.com 
• Enlist Duo – www.enlisttankmix.com 

Know Your Surroundings 
With the many different herbicide tolerant traits on the market in 2017 and labeled herbicides, the 
potential for off-target movement and self-inflicted damage is much increased. The Flag-the-
Technology concept (publication and mobile app) has been developed to address this issue. The 
publication can be found at 
http://publications.tamu.edu/WEEDS_HERBICIDES/FlagTheTechnology.pdf , while the mobile app 
can be downloaded from iTunes and Google Play. The Hit-the-Target crop registry will soon be 
available as well, which will help producers identify the proximity to susceptible and sensitive crops. 

Sprayer Cleanout 
Due to extreme sensitivity of many crops to these herbicides, thorough sprayer system cleanout 
procedures will be necessary after the use of these auxin herbicides before moving to other crops. 
The labels of all three of these herbicides will outline an extensive sprayer cleanout protocol. Be sure 
to read and follow these cleanout procedures fully if the sprayer will be used for non-tolerant crops. 

For more information on weed management in cotton, 

visit:http://agrilifecdn.tamu.edu/coastalbend/files/2016/06/ESC-008.pdf  

BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES FOR AUXIN—TOLERANT 
COTTON TECHNOLOGIES  Josh McGinty – Ext. Agronomist – Corpus Christi, TX 

http://www.xtendimaxapplicationrequirements.com/
http://www.engeniatankmix.com/
http://www.fexapanapplicationrequirements.dupont.com/
http://www.enlisttankmix.com/
http://publications.tamu.edu/WEEDS_HERBICIDES/FlagTheTechnology.pdf
http://agrilifecdn.tamu.edu/coastalbend/files/2016/06/ESC-008.pdf
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Jason P. Ott 

County Extension Agent 

Agriculture/Natural Resources 

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service,  

Nueces County 

 

Disclaimer - the information herein is for informational purposes only.  Reference to 

commercial products or trade names is made with the understanding that no discrimi-

nation is intended and no endorsement by the Texas  AgriLife Extension Service is 

implied.   

The members of Texas A&M AgriLife will provide equal opportunities in programs and activi-

ties, education, and employment to all persons regardless of race, color, sex, religion, na-

tional origin, age, disability, genetic information, veteran status, sexual orientation or gender 

identity and will strive to achieve full and equal employment opportunity throughout Texas 

A&M AgriLife. 

Individuals with disabilities who require an auxiliary aid, service, or accommoda-

tion in order to participate in any Extension event are encouraged to contact 

their County Extension Office at 361-767-5223 at least one week in advance of 

the program in order for proper arrangements to be made.  

In the event of a name, address or phone number change please contact the office at: 

 Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service  

 710 E. Main, Suite 1 Attn: Ag/NR 

 Robstown, Texas 78380 

 (361) 767-5223  

 

Visit us online! 

http://nueces.agrilife.org/ 
 

 

Jason P. Ott 

Nueces County Extension Agent 

Agriculture/Natural Resources 

710 East Main Street, Suite 1  

Robstown, TX 78380-3148 


