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Montgomery County Agriculture and Natural Resources 

 Newsletter  

for Livestock, Equine and Forage Producers 
 

 

Electronic Newsletter Available 

If you would like to receive this newsletter via an electronic mailout, meaning 
that you would receive it in your email inbox please send an email to April 
Fagan at the Extension Office indicating your intent to be added to that mailout. 
Send that email to: amfagan@ag.tamu.edu 

 

Be Fire Wise 
As Montgomery County, Texas and the rest of the country deal with dry 

conditions and the potential for fire related incidents, please be aware of burn 
bans in your area.  

https://tfsfrp.tamu.edu/wildfires/decban.png 
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Montgomery County Beef Improvement Association Annual Meeting 
Date: September 26, 2019 

Time: 6:00 pm 
Meal: Darrell’s Catering: BBQ 

Location: Montgomery County Extension Education Center (Tom Leroy Educational Building) 
 

Educational Program: 
Matt Matocha- Extension Program Specialist will discuss Weed and Brush Management and 
Sprayer Calibration. 2 CEUs toward your Private Applicators License will be given 
 
Other: Soil and Water Conservation Board will again sponsor a Soil and Forage Testing 
Campaign. This meeting would be a drop off point for samples. Beyond this date we will take 
samples in the Montgomery County extension Office until October 18, 2019. 
 
Please RSVP to Extension Office at 936-539-7822 by September 23, 2019. 

 
 
NOTE: Beef Improvement Association Membership as it pertains to money for Heifer 
Exhibitors:  

Per Article VII page 31: “The annual dues of the Association shall be $35.00 and 
shall be payable on or before September 30.” 

 
The Annual Meeting is a good place to pay those dues 

 
  There will be emphasis on the September 30th deadline for membership dues to 
be paid to maintain eligibility for association money> Note: Money awarded to replacement 
heifer exhibitors (selected following interview the day of the show and sale) who purchased 
heifers from a Montgomery County Beef Improvement Association Member.   
 

 
26th Annual Southeast Texas Grounds Maintenance Conference 

This conference is designed to provide anyone involved with novice or professional landscape 
maintenance and management with the latest in skills and knowledge. The conference will be 
held on Thursday, October 17.  The conference will feature presentations on Turf Grass 
Management, Aquatic Weed Management, Soil Fertility in the Landscape, Fire, Crazy and Leaf 
Cutter Ant Control and an update on current pesticide regulations.  There will be 5 hours of CEU 
credit for TDA and SPCS license holders. Check our website for more information or Call 936-
539-7822 or email b-gregson@tamu.edu to get registered. Early registration ends October 9, 
2019. 

 
 



Freeze Branding Clinic for All Equine 
 

Saturday, September 21, 2019 
at the Montgomery County Extension Office 

9020 Airport Road, Conroe, TX. 
9:00 AM till 12:00 PM 

 
Brands should be registered with the appropriate County Clerk’s Office. 

The Montgomery County Adult Horse Committee will have a variety of stock irons available. 
Horse owners are welcome to bring in their own irons for use. 

Branding Fee: $20.00 per animal 
Horse owners must make a reservation to secure a time. 

 Call 936-539-7822 by September 17th to make a reservation. 
Theft Prevention Information will be provided for equine owner benefits. 

Sponsored by: 
TAMU AgriLife Extension Service/ Montgomery County 

Montgomery County Adult Horse Committee 

 

Private Pesticide Applicator Training  

The training will be held on Thursday morning, October 24, at the Montgomery County 
Extension Office. The training program will begin at 9:00 AM and last about 4 hours. Study 
material must be purchased ahead of time to assist with preparation (included in the 
registration fee).  The study guide is actually utilized during the training portion of the program.  
There is a $60.00 cost for the training to cover program materials, and related costs. The 
registration fee can be paid when reserving your seat. Contact the Montgomery County 
Extension Office to reserve a seat at the October 24 training. Documentation will be provided at 
the conclusion of the training to be used in securing a test date. 

 

Forage Testing Campaign  

This year the Montgomery County AgriLife Extension Service in cooperation with the 
Montgomery County Soil and Water Conservation Board will sponsor a forage testing analysis 
promotion.  Producers are invited to bring in samples from hay they intend to feed or market.  
We will take all of the samples to the TAMU Forage Testing Lab for analysis. These samples 
need to be in the Montgomery County Extension Office before Friday, October 18.   If you are a 
member of the Montgomery County Beef Improvement Association and are planning to attend 
the Annual Meeting on September 26th, bring your samples with you. Brandon will take them at 
that time. The AgriLife Extension Service has a bale coring tool that can be checked out to assist 



with sample collection.  We greatly appreciate the support of the Montgomery County Soil and 
Water Conservation Board by sponsoring this event each year. 

 

Soil Testing Campaign  

The campaign is designed to encourage producers to use soil testing to build their soil fertility 
program. A soil test is a diagnostic tool to assist with the decision-making process. The 
Montgomery County Soil and Water Conservation District is offering this program at no cost to 
assist Forage and Livestock Producers with determining the current fertility levels of the fields 
used to produce forage or hay.  The soil analysis provides the information needed to determine 
the current fertility and pH levels. The Montgomery County Beef Improvement Association 
Annual meeting is scheduled for September 26, 2019 at 6:00 pm at the Montgomery County 
Extension Office. Brandon will be taking samples that evening for those association members 
who would like to drop them off there while attending the program. The samples need to be 
submitted to the Montgomery County Extension Office by Friday, October 18, 2019. 

 
Bermuda Grass Stem Maggot Awareness 

OVERTON – A relatively new pest – the Bermuda grass stem maggot – is plaguing Texas hay producers 
this season, according to Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 
Service experts.  
 

A clump of Bermuda grass shows damage by stem 
maggots 

However, new research from Texas A&M AgriLife is 
helping growers better manage this pest. 
“Previously, there was no information on how damaging 
this insect was to hay production and thus no guidelines 
on when an insecticide was needed to protect yields,” 

said Dr. Allen Knutson, AgriLife Extension entomologist, Dallas. “Our field research documented that for 
each percentage of stems with stem maggot damage, there is a potential loss of 8.9 pounds of hay per 
acre.”  
Using data from fields in North Texas, Knutson and Dr. Forrest Mitchell, Texas A&M AgriLife Research 
entomologist, Stephenville, developed guidelines as to when an insecticide treatment is justified based 
on the cost of treatment and value of hay.   
Dr. Vanessa Corriher-Olson, AgriLife Extension forage specialist, Overton, said she has received 
numerous phone calls and emails from producers and reports from AgriLife Extension agents in the 



region regarding the pest. She has also found them in hay and forage pastures at the Texas A&M AgriLife 
Research and Extension Center at Overton.  
There was very little Bermuda grass stem maggot activity reported in the state last season, she said, but 
this appears to be a banner year for the pest.  
“They’re definitely out there,” she said. “A few weeks ago, we had reports from Central Texas, but it’s 
not just there anymore. We can assume that if you have Bermuda grass in the state of Texas, you should 
be watching for signs of stem maggots.”  
Feeding by the stem maggot causes the death of the top two to three leaves while the rest of the plant 
remains green. This gives a stand of Bermuda grass the appearance of frost damage. Also, the discolored 
top leaves are easily pulled from the leaf sheath, and plant growth is stunted.   
“They’re typically not a major problem in grazing pastures because cattle are grazing those top leaves,” 
she said. “But they can cause serious damage in a hay meadow. The field will look like it’s been burned 
by frost, and stem maggot damage is often confused with a chemical burn.”  
To use the new guidelines, it is necessary to estimate the level of stem maggot damage. To do this, 
Knutson advises cutting a handful of grass at the base of the stems and carefully examining 50 stems at 
random for stem maggot damage. Set aside those with the top two leaves dead and easily pulled from 
the sheath. Once 50 stems are examined, calculate the percent of damaged stems in the sample. Repeat 
this at five to 10 locations across the field and calculate the average percent of damaged stems for the 
field.  
The new guidelines consider the cost of insecticide and the value of hay in determining when insecticide 
treatment is economically justified, Knutson said.  
“For example, if the insecticide application cost is $12 per acre and the hay value is $140 per ton, the 
treatment threshold is 16% of the stems with stem maggot damage,” he said. “If the average field 
infestation is 16% or greater, an insecticide treatment should result in a positive economic return. If the 
control cost is $12 an acre, and hay value is $100 per ton, then the treatment threshold is 22% or more 
of the stems with stem maggot damage.”  
In fields where stem maggot damage is already extensive, an insecticide treatment may not be sufficient 
to get the crop growing again, Knutson said, because damaged stems shade the lower nodes, preventing 
regrowth of new shoots. In this situation, the hay should be cut and removed as soon as possible to 
allow sunlight to stimulate regrowth. 
A pyrethroid insecticide should be applied seven to 10 days after cutting to protect the regrowth from 
another stem maggot infestation.  
“Weekly field inspection to determine the percent of stems with maggot damage can reduce the risk of 
significant yield loss and determine if and when insecticide treatment is justified,” Knutson said.  
The Bermuda grass stem maggot is an invasive pest native to southern Asia and was first reported in 
Georgia in 2010. The pest has been found in Texas since 2012. 
This pest only infests Bermuda grass and stargrass, Corriher-Olson said. The fly, which is yellow 
with a black head, lays its eggs inside the Bermuda grass stem. After the egg hatches, the larva, or 



maggot, which is white with a black head and 1/8th to 3/16ths inch long, moves to the last plant node 
and begins consuming the plant material within the stem.  
Guidelines on managing Bermuda grass stem maggot and the table of treatment thresholds for a range 
of control costs and hay values are available online at https://foragefax.tamu.edu/. 

• Writer: Adam Russell, 903-834-6191, adam.russell@ag.tamu.edu  
• Contact: Dr. Vanessa Corriher-Olson, 903-834-6191, vacorriher@ag.tamu.edu  
• Dr. Allen Knutson, 972 952 9222, a-knutson@tamu.edu 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Brandon S. Gregson 

County Extension Agent, Agriculture 

 
 
 
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 
Montgomery County 
9020 Airport Rd 
Conroe, TX  77303 
 

 

Current Resident Or: 

 

 

Non-Profit Postage Org 
Postage & Fees Paid 

TAE 
No. 288 

https://foragefax.tamu.edu/
mailto:adam.russell@ag.tamu.edu
mailto:vacorriher@ag.tamu.edu
mailto:a-knutson@tamu.edu

	Be Fire Wise
	As Montgomery County, Texas and the rest of the country deal with dry conditions and the potential for fire related incidents, please be aware of burn bans in your area.
	30Thttps://tfsfrp.tamu.edu/wildfires/decban.png30T

