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Montgomery County Agriculture and Natural Resources 

 Newsletter  

for Livestock, Equine and Forage Producers 
 

Electronic Newsletter Available 

If you would like to receive this newsletter via an electronic mailout, meaning that you would receive it 
in your email inbox please send an email to April Fagan at amfagan@ag.tamu.edu with the subject 
“Newsletter.” 

Soil and Forage Analysis & Fertility Program 
When: Thursday, February 28, 2019 
Time: 6:00 p.m. 
Location: Montgomery County Extension Office, Tom Leroy Educational Facility 
 
Speaker: Dr. Tony Provin 
Professor and Extension Specialist  
Department of Soil and Crop Sciences 
 
Dr. Provin will provide feedback regarding results from the soil campaign that we just conducted. You 
should have received you Soil and/or Forage sample results by now. Bring those with you that evening. If 
you participated in the campaign, but have not received your results, please contact the Extension 
Office.  
 

mailto:amfagan@ag.tamu.edu


This program is open to anyone who is wanting more information or a better understanding of soil 
testing and interpretation, soil fertility and plant health. Also learn “How to” take a soil sample of your 
own. Spring is right around the corner! It’s time to be planning and understanding the protocol that you 
will have to ensure optimal pasture health. Please call the Extension Office to RSVP for the program by 
Friday February 22nd. 
 

 
Freeze Branding Clinic for All Equine 
 
When:  Tuesday, May 21, 2019 
Time:  5:00 PM till 7:00 PM 
Location:  Montgomery County Fair Park Expo Arena (9055 Airport Rd) 
 
Brands should be registered with the appropriate County Clerk’s Office. 
The Montgomery County Adult Horse Committee will have a variety of stock irons available. 
Horse owners are welcome to bring in their own irons for use. 
Branding Fee: $20.00 per animal 
Call 936-539-7822 to make a reservation. 
Horse owners must make a reservation to secure a time. 
Theft Prevention Information will be provided for equine owner benefits. 
Sponsored by: 

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service - Montgomery County 
Montgomery County Adult Horse Committee 

 

Private Pesticide Applicator Training  

The training will be held on Tuesday morning, April 2nd, at the Montgomery County Extension Office. 
The training program will begin at 9:00 AM and last about 4 hours. Study material must be purchased 
ahead of time to assist with preparation (included in the registration fee).  The study guide is actually 
utilized during the training portion of the program.  There is $60.00 cost for the training to cover 
program materials, and related costs. The registration fee can be paid when reserving your seat. Contact 
the Montgomery County Extension Office to reserve your seat. Documentation will be provided at the 
conclusion of the training to be used in securing a test date. 

 

 

 

Sprayer Maintenance 
  by Vanessa Corriher 

https://foragefax.tamu.edu/author/vanessa-corriher/


Now’s a good time to start your sprayer maintenance before the active spraying season begins. Tuning 
up your sprayer can better prepare you for accurate and effective herbicide applications. Any sprayer, 
old or new will perform better if you check it over before heading into the field. 

The most common causes of inconsistent spray patterns are nozzle tips with different fan angles on the 
boom, uneven boom heights and clogged nozzles. Follow manufacturer recommendations to select 
nozzles for the best coverage. Make sure nozzles are clear of debris and residue. If a spray tip does clog, 
only use a soft bristled brush or toothpick to clean it. Since all nozzles wear over time, check the spray 
pattern and volume of each one. It’s easier to replace nozzles now as opposed to having to try and 
replace them the same day you are trying to make a herbicide application. Choosing the Right Nozzle to 
Reduce Spray Drift  https://foragefax.tamu.edu/files/2019/01/Nozzle-pub2.pdf 
Check the boom height to ensure proper spray overlap. 
The boom height should be based on the sprayer’s 
nozzle spacing. Check both the herbicide label and 
nozzle manufacturer’s recommendations to match 
herbicide application requirements with boom height 
and nozzle choice. Remember boom height can also 
increase the risk of herbicide drift onto non-target 
species. 

Check your sprayer’s pressure. Consistent spray 
pressure creates consistent application rate, droplet size 
and spray pattern. If the pressure is too low, the spray pattern will not overlap, causing streaks. If the 
pressure is too high, drift potential increases. To obtain a uniform spray pattern and to minimize drift, 
keep the operating pressure within the recommended range for each nozzle tip. 

Check for leaks, general wear and cracks in hoses, pumps and tanks! During the spraying season you 
cannot afford downtime. Check and restock your inventory of spare parts. 

Sprayer calibration is a critical step in getting prepared for the spraying season. Sprayer Calibration 
ensures that the correct amount of pesticide is applied to the 
target site. Calibration is the process by which the amount of 
pesticide being applied per a unit of area is determined. This 
step is most often skipped because we get in a hurry, we 
calibrated it once a long time ago (surely nothing has 
changed) or we forget. By skipping sprayer calibration the 
applicator may be applying too much pesticide or not enough 
pesticide. If too little pesticide is applied, the pest may not be 
controlled. Using more product than label directions 

https://foragefax.tamu.edu/publications/nozzle-pub2/
https://foragefax.tamu.edu/publications/nozzle-pub2/
https://foragefax.tamu.edu/2013/01/22/private-pesticide-applicators-license-renewal-time-is-here/100_1858/
https://foragefax.tamu.edu/2018/06/15/sprayer-calibration/sprayer1/


recommend is illegal, may not control the pest effectively, may injure non-targets and may be hazardous 
to the environment. For a step-by-step guide to calibrating a sprayer see the following 
publication: Sprayer Calibration  https://foragefax.tamu.edu/files/2018/06/SCS-1998-01Sprayer-
Calibration.pdf 

 
Last but not least, remember THE LABEL IS THE LAW! Refer to product labels prior to use and to ensure 
appropriate and safe use. 

 Does a New Year Mean a New Pasture/Hay Meadow? 
By Vanessa Corriher 

 
It’s always best to initiate the planning process the year prior to actual planting. So start planning in 
2019 to plant in 2020. Instead of planning in 2019 to plant in 2019. 

 
o Evaluate the farm’s forage needs. Consider how the forage will be used (grazing vs. hay), 

what species are better adapted to your area (season, soil type, rainfall) and what resources 
(equipment, money, and time) are available. Reestablishment should be considered when less 
than 40% of the desirable species exist. 

o For exclusive hay production: 
1. Take visual appraisal of meadow. Bald spots may fill in with time, fertilization and weed 

control. Or bald spots may be filled in with sprigs or seed. 
2. Determine if you have seen a reduction in production (quantity produced). If hay 

production has been reduced considerably reestablishment may be desirable. 
3. Determine if other forage species and/or broadleaf weeds have invaded the field. They 

may be easily controlled with herbicide. 
o Collect soil samples, have samples analyzed and correct any soil deficiencies. 
o Select species adapted to your area. Visit with county extension agents or forage specialist to 

determine options based on your location (soil type and rainfall distribution). 
o In late summer the year prior to planting (for warm season forages), destroy existing 

perennial grass vegetation. 
o Implement the correct planting method (seeding vs. sprigging) and rate. 
o Implement a weed control program. 
o Use proper management to maintain a productive stand. 

 
Keep in mind a newly established pasture/hay meadow may not be very productive the year of 
establishment. Therefore, be prepared to have other forage options for livestock during that season. 
See “Publications” tab for more information on forage species, hay production, soil sampling, weed 
control and establishment. 
 

MCAHC 2019 Schooling Shows 

Sponsored by the 
Montgomery County Adult Horse Committee 

 
All shows to be held at the 

https://foragefax.tamu.edu/publications/sprayer%20cal/
https://foragefax.tamu.edu/author/vanessa-corriher/


Lone Star Expo Center, Conroe 
Montgomery County Fair Park 

 
Two age divisions: 

19 and under / over 19 
Classes may be combined depending on 

contestant participation. (If less than 3 in a Class) 
 

Tuesday   Tuesday   Tuesday 
Jan. 15th     Jan. 22th     Jan. 29rd 

Each show begins at 6:30 PM 
 
 

Showmanship at Halter  Showmanship at Halter  Showmanship at Halter 
In-hand Trail    In-hand Trail    In-hand Trail 

Trail     Trail     Trail 
Walk- Trot    Walk-Trot           Walk-Trot 

Western Pleasure   Western Pleasure   Western Pleasure 
Hunter Under Saddle  Hunter Under Saddle  Hunter Under Saddle 

Horsemanship (W/H)  Horsemanship (W/H) Horsemanship(W/H) 
 

Entry fee is $5.00 per class or $20.00 for all evening. 
 

There will be a different judge each evening to provide positive comments for rider enhancement.  All 
classes may be combined if less than 3 in an age group. 

A negative Coggins is required on all horses.  Stallions are not allowed. 
 

For more information, contact the Montgomery County Extension Office at 
9020 Airport Rd. or call 936-539-7822 or email b-gregson@tamu.edu

mailto:b-gregson@tamu.edu


 

Sincerely, 

 

Brandon S. Gregson 

County Extension Agent, Agriculture 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 
Montgomery County 
9020 Airport Rd 
Conroe, TX  77303 
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