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MCAHC 2018 Schooling Shows
The Montgomery County Adult Horse Committee will again offer three schooling shows in
January to give riders the opportunity to get out and ride with a judge there to help you
improve your techniques and abilities.  Classes to be offered each evening of Tuesday,
January 9, 16, and 23. The classes will include: showmanship at halter, walk-trot, western
pleasure, in hand trail, trail, hunter under saddle, and horsemanship. Classes will begin at
6:30pm each evening.  The schooling shows will be held at the Lone Star Expo in Conroe.
Class fees are $5.00 per class or $20.00 for the evening. Their will be youth and adult
classes. Each evening will feature a different judge to work with riders and offer
suggestions.  Negative coggins is required.

Walker County Annual CEU Recertification Conference 
(6 TDA, CEU’s APPROVED)
Friday, January 12th, 2018
(7:00•]7:50 AM) Registration
Walker County Storm Shelter (455 SH75 N, Huntsville, TX)
$40.00/participant with lunch, $30.00/participant without lunch
RSVP by 01/10/17 to (936) 291-1901 ext 3
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We have another great CEU recertification coming up this month to start the year! Our
2018 program topics and presenters are ready to provide you with valuable information:
Protection of Groundwater & Surface Water Resources presented by Dr. Diane
Boellstorff, Associate Professor & Extension Water Resources Specialist
Identification & Control options for Common Weeds & Brush (+) Product & Research
Updates from Dr. Scott Nolte, Assistant Professor & Extension State Weed Specialist
Calibration of Spray Equipment discussion with Dr. Mark Matocha, Assistant Professor
& Extension Specialist
Pesticide Laws & Regulations Update given by Dr. Don Renchie, Extension Program
Leader for Agricultural & Environmental Safety
Modification & Environmental Impacts Utilizing Management Tools: Fire, Mechanical,
Chemical with Dr. Barron Rector, Associate Professor and Extension Range Specialist

MCMGA Fruit and Nut Tree Sale is happening soon: January 27
January is the perfect time to plant fruit trees, nut trees, and berries. On January 27,
2018, you will find various offerings of fruit, citrus, and native trees; grapes; berries and
other unique selections made specifically for the Montgomery County area at the
Montgomery County Master Gardener’s Fruit and Nut Tree Sale. The sale takes place
at the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Office at 9020 Airport Road in Conroe. Our team
is scheduled to give our informational presentation beginning at 8 AM, followed by the
sale from 9 until noon.

Heartwood Chapter Texas Master Naturalist Association
The Texas Master Naturalist Heartwood Chapter trains community residents of all ages
and experience levels to volunteer and assist with nature projects and nature education
in Montgomery County and the bordering communities.
If you love nature, enjoy being outdoors, are interested in the natural world, wildlife,
ecosystems, conservation, birding, geology, water resources, insects, and/or the
environment, you are welcome to participate in activities and join the chapter. The
Heartwood Chapter sponsors and posts opportunities for learning and volunteering on
the calendar on this website. Workshops sponsored by the Heartwood Chapter are
approved for Texas Educators. Texas Master Naturalist Heartwood Chapter P.O. Box
9611 – The Woodlands, TX 77387-9611

Horse Owners “What If?”
Harvey was a real wake up call for equine owners across the area.  The Montgomery
County Adult Horse Committee continues to provide educational support for horse
owners. On Tuesday evening, February 6, beginning at 6:30pm, we will share ideas on
animal evacuation plans, transportation needs, documents to have in hand and how to
protect you and your equine.  The program will feature veterinary, TAHC, and TSCRA
information and resources. The program will be held at the Montgomery County
Extension Office. Contact the Montgomery County Extension Office at 936-539-7822 or
m-heimer@tamu.edu for more information.
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Breeding Soundness Exam for Beef Cattle
The Montgomery County Beef Improvement Association in cooperation with Beard
Navasota Veterinary Hospital will conduct a Bull Breeding Soundness Clinic on
Tuesday, February27,  beginning at 6:00pm.  The live clinic by Dr. Paul Schmitt will
demonstrate what a complete breeding soundness exam should include and the
information that comes from the exam. The value of EPD’s in the bull selection process
will also be discussed. The clinic will be held at the Beard Navasota Clinic located at
8176 Hwy 90 South in Navasota. A registration fee of $20.00 will cover a light meal and
program materials.  Please RSVP by February 23  so we may better prepare.  RSVP to
936-539-7822 or m-heimer@tamu.edu  

Private Pesticide Applicator Training
The PPA training will be held on Tuesday morning, March 27, at the Montgomery
County Extension Office. The training program will begin at 9:00 AM and last about 4
hours.  Study material must be purchased ahead of time to assist with preparation
(included in the registration fee).  The study guide is actually utilized during the training
portion of the program.  There is $50.00 cost for the training to cover program materials,
and related costs. The registration fee can be paid when reserving your seat. Contact
the Montgomery County Extension Office to reserve a seat for the March 27th  training.
Documentation will be provided at the conclusion of the training to be used in securing a
test date.

Inheritance of Horns
Cattle can be horned or not, i.e. are polled. Inheritance of  these conditions is controlled
by a single gene. Every animal has two alleles (possible form) at each gene. A parent
randomly passes one of the two alleles to a calf. The polled allele is genetically
dominant and is usually designated as P. The horned allele is genetically recessive and
is usually designated as p. Dominant alleles cover up the phenotypic expression of
recessive alleles. If both alleles inherited from both parents are the same, the animal is
termed homozygous. If the alleles are different the animal is heterozygous.
Homozygous polled parents (PP) always produce polled calves. If the other parent also
is PP then the calf is PP. If the other parent is horned (pp) the offspring will all be
phenotypically polled but all will be heterozygous (Pp), also sometimes called a “carrier”
of the recessive allele. If a PP parent is mated to a Pp, the probability in offspring, on
average, is 1/2 PP and 1/2 Pp; all offspring would be polled but 1/2 could be carriers of
the horned allele.  If two Pp parents are mated the probability in offspring is 1/4 PP, 1/2
Pp, and 1/4 pp; even though both parents are polled, 1/4 of their calves could be horned
and 1/2 could be carriers. But there can be complications in this simple inheritance.
Scurs are horn-like tissue attached to the skin, not to the skull as with horns, and can be
very small to almost as big as small horns. Inheritance of scurs is not completely
understood. Regardless, scurs can occur only in Pp (heterozygous) cattle. Also, scurs
occur more frequently in males than in females.  Another gene has been speculated to
interact with the horned/polled gene in Bos indicus cattle, called the African horn gene,
but there is no research verifying its existence.
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Over the years, a number of formerly horned or mostly horned breeds have developed
interest in creating polled cattle. With the advent of genotyping through DNA samples,
identification of the polled/horned gene may be done. At this point, the cost through
breed associations of such a test is in the area of $30-35; if coupled with other genomic
tests this cost is usually reduced to around $20. Some seedstock breeders provide this
information to prospective buyers.

Characteristics and General Production Parameters of Hair Sheep
Breeds
The breeds of hair sheep that are of importance include Katahdin, St. Croix, American
Blackbelly, and Barbados Blackbelly. Some of the ancestors of these breeds originated
in Africa and were brought to the Caribbean Islands, Central America and northern
South America during the 18th and 19th century. Some European sheep genetics were
incorporated into the African sheep to arrive at the existing hair breeds mentioned
above. These breeds are called hair sheep because the coat consists of  hair more like
that of cattle and many goats rather than wool. The Dorper is not a true hair sheep, but
is included  because it is used in cross breeding programs involving hair sheep.
Hair sheep have some attributes that make them admirably suited to fill market niches
or fit varying production systems. For instance, they have extended breeding season,
and can be used to produce lambs to be marketed when lamb prices are usually high
thereby reducing marketing risks. In addition, shearing is not a requirement thereby
reducing operational cost. They shed their winter coats during spring and early summer.
They are the generally more fertile in hot humid regions and show greater tolerance to
parasites than woolen breeds. They have less subcutaneous fat on average and are a
bit leaner because there is less feathering in the muscles. In general they have low
maintenance requirements.
The major disadvantage is that they grow slower and produce a lighter weight carcass
than most breeds of European origin. This is true for Barbados Blackbelly and St. Croix
in particular, because they have not been subjected to selection for size and growth rate
of the woolen breeds. However, they are suitable for markets requiring smaller carcass
size. Dorper and Katahdin are medium size breeds. Crossing these breeds with woolen
breeds for efficient meat production does hold some potential.

BARBADOS BLACKBELLY - Origin: This breed was developed or evolved on the
Eastern Caribbean Island of Barbados. The ancestry is believed to be of both African
hair sheep and European breeds. Environmental Adaptability: They are adaptable to all
climates. Their main advantage is that they adapt well to hot humid climate where
woolen breeds do not thrive well.

DORPER - Origin: This mutton breed was developed in South Africa in the 1930’s from
Dorset Horn and Blackheaded Persia for the extensive regions of South Africa. This is
not a true hair sheep. Environmental Adaptability: Well adapted to hot, dry, humid and
wet conditions. They are hardy and do well in range. Non selective grazers that perform
well under both extensive and intensive production systems. When selecting breeding
stock, choose animals with good feet.
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AMERICAN BLACKBELLY - Origin: This breed is sometimes referred to as “Barbados
Blackbelly,” but it is different from the polled Barbados as a result of crosses with
European breeds. This breed was imported in the US in 1904 and was crossed with
Mouflon (wild sheep), Rambouillet and other European breeds to produce what is
known as American Blackbelly. Environmental Adaptability: Withstand heat and cold
well, and part of this adjustment to extremes is behavioral. For example, cold wind and
warm sun quickly result in herd finding shelter under conditions when woolen sheep
remain in the open.

KATHADIN - Origin: This breed originated from Maine, U.S. from crosses of woolen
breeds mainly Suffolk and later Wiltshire Horn with hair sheep from the Virgin Islands.
This breed was developed after 20 years of breeding and selection. Environmental
Adaptability: Tolerant of both high and low temperatures. Breed ideal for pasture
lambing and grass/forage based management systems.

ST. CROIX - Origin: Developed in the Virgin Islands for crosses of West African hair
sheep and Wiltshire Horn. In 1975 Utah State University imported a small flock of Virgin
Island White which is the basis for the present St. Croix breed in North America.
Environmental Adaptability: Withstand higher heat and humidity than British sheep
breeds. In colder zones they produce a very heavy winter coat that is shed in spring.
They are excellent  foragers.

Microloans Help Purchase Farmland, Improve Property
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is offering farm ownership microloans, creating
a new financing avenue for farmers to buy and improve property. These microloans are
especially helpful to beginning or underserved farmers, U.S. veterans looking for a career
in farming, and those who have small and mid-sized farming operations. The microloan
program has been hugely successful, providing more than 16,800 low-interest loans,
totaling over $373 million to producers across the country. Microloans have helped farmers
and ranchers with operating costs, such as feed, fertilizer, tools, fencing, equipment, and
living expenses since 2013. Seventy percent of loans have gone to new farmers. Now,
microloans will be available to also help with farm land and building purchases, and soil and
water conservation improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the
application process, expand eligibility requirements and expedite smaller real estate loans
to help farmers strengthen their operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 to qualified
producers, and can be issued to the applicant directly from the USDA Farm Service Agency
(FSA).To learn more about the FSA microloan program visit www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans
or contact your local FSA office. 

BQA TIP-OF-THE-MONTH: RECOMMENDED  TYPE  AND  LOCATION 
OF  INJECTIONS
Always follow product labels when giving injections. If the label allows for either
intramuscular or subcutaneous injection, then the subcutaneous route should be used
regardless of animal age. If the label requires intramuscular use, give all intramuscular
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injections in the neck. When given in the muscle, all products have the potential to
create injection site lesions and impact the tenderness of meat for a few inches around
the injection. Give subcutaneous injections in the neck, dewlap, or elbow pocket. When
given properly, any knots that result from subcutaneous injections will not impact meat
quality and will be removed with the hide.

Sincerely,

Michael E. Heimer,
County Extension Agent, Agriculture

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension
Montgomery County
9020 Airport Road
Conroe, TX. 77303
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