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Submit Comments in Support of Transform NOW! 
The comment period for Transform closes tonight, Feb. 11 at 11:59 p.m. Eastern. 

National Sorghum Producers encourages sorghum farmers, particularly those in Texas, to 

submit comments in support of Transform. The Environmental Protection Agency opened a 

brief comment period on a Section 18 application by the Texas Department of Agriculture for 

use of sulfoxaflor, or Transform, on up to three million acres of sorghum this growing season 

to control the sugarcane aphid. The EPA issued a cancellation order for sulfoxaflor in 

November 2015 in response to a ruling by the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. NSP is working 

hard to ensure Transform will be available this growing season, and it is crucial that sorghum 

farmers weigh in on this important issue. Submit comments online at 

http://sorghumgrowers.com/sorghumalert/. 

 

Over-the-Top Grass Control: DuPont™ Zest™ Herbicide Approved for 

Sorghum 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency recently announced the registration approval of 

the active ingredient nicosulfuron (the active ingredient in DuPont™ Zest™ herbicide) that 

will complement the non-GMO DuPont™ Inzen™ herbicide-tolerance sorghum trait. This 

product will provide growers with over-the-top grass control for the first time ever as a 

result of a 10-year partnership between Kansas State University and DuPont Crop Protection 

with support from the Kansas Grain Sorghum Commission, the Sorghum Checkoff and National 

Sorghum Producers. Read more here. 
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Lust Speaks to Farmers at Kansas Commodity Classic 
Tim Lust, National Sorghum Producers and Sorghum Checkoff CEO, shared his insights into 

farm policy, exports and regulatory challenges as part of a national commodities panel at the 

2016 Kansas Commodity Classic on Thursday, February 11, in Manhattan, Kansas.  The Kansas 

Commodity Classic is the annual convention of the Kansas Grain Sorghum Producers 

Association, Kansas Corn Growers Association and the Kansas Association of Wheat Growers.   

 

McCarthy Testifies Before House Ag Committee 
Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Gina McCarthy testified during a House 

Agriculture Committee hearing this morning, Feb. 11, on the EPA’s impact on rural 

economy. McCarthy answered questions on issues ranging from the Clean Water Act (waters 

of the U.S.), pollinators, pesticides and herbicides. Both Republican and Democratic 

Committee members called for McCarthy to withdraw the WOTUS rule. National Sorghum 

Producers joined other agricultural organizations last week in commending the Committee 

for scheduling this hearing and calling attention to EPA process infringements affecting 

agriculture. Read the letter here. 

 

Obama’s Final Budget Mixed Bag for Agriculture 
On Tuesday, February 9, the White House released the final budget proposed by President 

Barack Obama. The fiscal year 2017 budget request includes nearly-flat funding levels for the 

U.S. Department of Agriculture. Highlights for agriculture include:  

• Crop Insurance: Following the past three years, the fiscal year 2017 budget included 

proposed cuts to crop insurance of nearly $18 billion over a 10-year period. The 

budget achieved these savings by lowering coverage amounts for producers enrolled 

in plans with a harvest price option and reducing prevented planting coverage. 

Senate Agriculture Committee Chairman Pat Roberts (R-KS) called the proposal 

“dead on arrival,” while Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack defended the cuts. 
• Research: The White House budget, as reported last week, proposed full funding 

($700 million) for the National Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA), which 

doubles last year’s spending level. 
• Food Safety: The fiscal year 2017 budget included a small increase ($18 million) for 

the implementation of the Food Safety Modernization Act. Last year, the U.S. Food 

and Drug Administration estimated it was about $276 million short of what was 
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needed to roll out FSMA regulations. National Association of State Departments of 

Agriculture CEO Barbara Glenn said states need about $100 million in fiscal year 2017 

to implement new regulations for produce growers as well as for food and feed 

manufacturers. 

Vilsack Testifies Before House Appropriations as Hearings Start  

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack testified to the House Agriculture 

Appropriations Subcommittee this morning, Feb. 11, along with U.S. Department of 

Agriculture Chief Economist Robert Johansson and USDA Budget Officer Michael Young. 

Subcommittee Chairman Representative Robert Aderholt (R-AL) gave generally high marks to 

the USDA, highlighting advancements by USDA’s Agricultural Research Service and increased 

agricultural exports. One of the top policy priorities that Secretary Vilsack focused on was 

his request for congressional authority to establish a USDA office in Cuba to expand export 

opportunities there. Representative Kevin Yoder (R-KS) asked about the unintended 

consequences of regulations related to labeling food made from genetically modified 

organisms. Representative David Valadao (R-CA) highlighted concerns with the White House 

budget’s large proposed cuts to crop insurance. Secretary Vilsack responded that the 

recommended cuts were reflective of feedback from the Office of the Inspector General and 

Government Accountability Office. He stated that a 50-50 cost share would be more 

reflective of a partnership for crop insurance, compared to the 62 percent share currently 

paid by the federal government.   

 

The House Agriculture Appropriations Subcommittee also held two other hearings this 

week, officially starting the fiscal year 2017 appropriations process. The Senate Committee 

on Appropriations also started budget hearings this week.  

 

APHIS Opens Comment Period on Seed Technology Regulations 
On Friday, February 5, the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Animal and Plant Health 

Inspection Service opened a 30-day comment period on a draft programmatic environmental 

impact statement (EIS) and alternatives to current biotechnology regulations. Comments 

must be submitted before March 7, 2016, at https://goo.gl/8tSEOb.  

 

Bayer Contests EPA Request to Withdraw Belt™ (Flubendiamide) 
Bayer CropScience refused a request by the Environmental Protection Agency to 

voluntarily cancel the use of flubendiamide, or Belt™, based on the EPA’s use of “theoretical 
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models and assumptions that exaggerate risk.” Bayer will instead seek a review of the 

insecticide in an administrative law hearing. Belt™ is current approved for use on more than 

200 crops, including sorghum for controlling fall armyworms, sorghum webworms, cutworms 

and corn earworms. While under review, farmers and retailers can continue to buy, sell and 

use Belt™ in their operations. For more information, click here.  

 

DuPont Files Motion in RFS Lawsuit  
DuPont joined National Sorghum Producers and others in voicing concerns about 

the Environmental Protection Agency’s Renewable Fuels Standard volumes, which were set 

below legal specifications. On Friday, February 5, DuPont filed a motion to intervene on 

behalf of the review filed with the D.C. Circuit Court of Appeals by NSP, American Coalition 

for Ethanol, Americans for Clean Energy, Biotechnology Innovation Organization, Growth 

Energy, National Corn Growers Association and the Renewable Fuels Association. For more 

information, visit here. 

 

USDA Allots $150 Million for Conservation Stewardship Program 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture reported USDA has $150 million in funding available for 

agricultural producers through the Conservation Stewardship Program, the department's 

largest conservation program. While Natural Resources Conservation Service accepts 

applications for CSP throughout the year, producers should submit applications by March 31 

to ensure they are considered for enrollment in 2016. Participants with existing CSP 

contracts that will expire on Dec. 31, 2016, have the option to renew their contracts (also 

due by March 31) for an additional five years if they agree to adopt additional activities to 

achieve higher levels of conservation on their lands.  

   

Join Leadership Sorghum Class III 
If you are interested in applying for Leadership Sorghum Class III, the Sorghum Checkoff will 

be accepting applications until April 30, 2016. Interviews with selected applicants will take 

place in late May 2016. Leadership Sorghum Class III will be announced June 30, 2016.  

In order to be eligible for Leadership Sorghum, participants must meet the following 

requirements: 

• Be a farmer actively engaged in sorghum production 
• An applicant who is actively engaged in sorghum production but is employed by an 
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operation must have employer approval 
• Men and women are encouraged to apply 
• Applicants must be U.S. citizens 

For more information on Leadership Sorghum and to review the Leadership Sorghum Class III 

selection criteria, click here.  

 

New Crop Sorghum Bids  

Export sales were very strong last week, with 7.4 million bushels in commitments. Notably, 

Pakistan committed to 4.3 million bushels – the country’s largest purchase ever and first 

since 2006. Shipments also continue at a solid pace and are now 28 percent ahead of last 

year's shipments at this time. The crop size continues to hold basis in check, with little 

change on the week. Here are this week's spot and new crop 2016 bids, where applicable:  

• Cargill Houston  old: +55, new: +0 
• CGB West Memphis new: -30 
• TMA Canton  old: -45, new: -50 
• AgMark Concordia  old: -52, new: -60 
• Aurora Coop Superior  old: -55, new: -45 
• WB Johnston Enid  old: -30 

Sorghum in the Spotlight 
Sorghum: to Capitol Hill and Back - KGNC 
DuPont Says RFS Volumes Put Company’s Cellulosic Ethanol Investments at Risk – DTN 

AgriLife Extension Offers Sugarcane Aphid Management Options for High Plains – Texas A&M  

AgriLife 

Ceres Announces Product Introductions – Ag Professional 

3 of a Kind: Popped Sorghum – Food Network 

What Sorghum and Peppermint Oil Have in Common – Washington Post 

 

Upcoming Sorghum Events 

Feb. 23               South Dakota Sorghum Conference, Oacoma, SD 
Feb. 26-28          Mid-South Farm and Gin Show, Memphis, TN 

Mar.2-5              2016 Commodity Classic, New Orleans, LA 

 
For a full view of calendar events, visit the NSP website calendar. 
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Market News - To view this week’s Gulf export grain report, click here. 

 

Sign Up to Receive the Sorghum Checkoff e-Newsletter 
Sorghum producers can also receive monthly e-Newsletters from the United Sorghum 

Checkoff Program. To receive monthly news and information regarding the Sorghum 

Checkoff’s efforts in sorghum research, education and market development, sign up here. 

You can also follow the Sorghum Checkoff on Twitter @SorghumCheckoff. 

   

 
 

 

 

Why should sorghum growers attend Commodity Classic? 

 
 

 

About Sorghum Notes 

Sorghum Notes is a publication of the National Sorghum Producers. NSP represents U.S. 

sorghum producers and serves as the voice of the sorghum industry from coast to coast 

through education and legislative and regulatory representation.  
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"For though change is inevitable, change for the better 
is a full-time job." - Adlai Stevenson 
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Sorghum Partners, LLC 
P.O. Box 189  
New Deal, TX 79350 
Phone: (800) 645-7478 
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