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Bayer, Nichino America Request Hearing on Belt 
Bayer CropScience and Nichino America, Inc. have formally 

requested a hearing before the Environmental Protection 

Agency's Administrative Law Judge, contesting the EPA's 

proposed cancellation of flubendiamide, the active 

ingredient in Belt™. The legal proceeding follows EPA’s 

announced intent to cancel the active ingredient due to 

potential harm to an aquatic species, which Bayer said EPA 

based on theoretical modeling versus five years of real 

world monitoring submitted by Bayer. For more 

information, click here. Belt™ is currently approved for use 

on more than 200 crops, including sorghum for 

controlling fall armyworms, sorghum webworms, cutworms 

and corn earworms. During this process, farmers and 

retailers can continue to buy, sell and use Belt™ in their 

operations. 
 

Senate Continues to Discuss GM Labeling 
The Senate returned this week following a two-week recess, 

prompting continued discussions seeking a federal 

compromise on the labeling of foods containing genetically 

modified ingredients. Discussions between those Senators in 

favor of mandatory GM labeling, led by Senator Debbie 

Stabenow (D-MI), and those in favor of voluntary GM 

labeling, led by Senator Pat Roberts (R-KS), continue 

http://sorghumgrowers.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c7d6bd689602a83f8b92ea37d&id=cd2bbbb96d&e=19e7c5b8e2


without resolution. The mandatory GM labeling law in 

Vermont is set to go into effect on July 1, 2016, with 

additional legislation in discussion in Massachusetts, Rhode 

Island and Connecticut, putting pressure on the federal 

government to pass a preemptive law before that 

timeframe. National Sorghum Producers is a member of the 

Coalition for Safe and Affordable Food, 500 organizations 

from all 50 sates representing millions of Americans calling 

on Congress to pass a uniform, national labeling standard 

for products containing GM ingredients that does not 

mislead or misinform consumers.  

 

Senate Passes Defend Trade Secrets Act 
On Monday, April 4, the Senate passed the Defend Trade 

Secret Act (S. 1890) with an 87-0 vote.The bipartisan 

legislation would protect trade secrets like other forms of 

intellectual property, including patents, trademarks and 

copyrights. Companies—including seed, agricultural and 

other technology developers—then can pursue the theft of 

trade secrets as a civil matter in federal court. Currently, 

companies can only do so at the state level. The bill now 

moves to the House of Representatives for consideration. 

 

Four Positions Open on NSP Board 
National Sorghum Producers is accepting applications for 

four positions on the NSP Board of Directors. Each position 

includes a three-year term beginning October 1, 

2016. Qualified candidates must be a current NSP member 

and have a passion for representing sorghum growers 

through lobbying activities and fundraising. No prior board 

experience is necessary, only a desire to improve the 

sorghum industry. An extended job description and 

application form are available 

at http://sorghumgrowers.com/2016-board-nominations/.  
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Rule Changes for 2016 National Sorghum 

Producers Yield Contest  
The 2016 National Sorghum Producers Yield Contest includes 

updated divisions as well as other rule changes. All divisions 

previously listed as non-irrigated will now be labeled as 

dryland. Prior mulch-till division entries will now fall under 

the reduced-till divisions. Additionally, contestants must 

still be a certified FSA owner/operator of the entry plot, 

but the FSA Form 578 is no longer required to enter the 

2016 NSP Yield Contest. Finally, producers can now submit 

harvest reports, aerial map, weigh tickets and management 

information by email, fax or mail. Find the 2016 NSP Yield 

Contest entry form and extended version of the rule 

changes at http://sorghumgrowers.com/yield-contest/.  

 

Leadership Sorghum Class III Deadline 

Approaching 
If you are interested in applying for Leadership Sorghum 

Class III, the Sorghum Checkoff will be accepting 

applications until April 30, 2016. Interviews with selected 

applicants will take place late May 2016. Leadership 

Sorghum Class III will be announced June 30, 2016. 

In order to be eligible for Leadership Sorghum, participants 

must meet the following requirements: 

• Be a farmer actively engaged in sorghum production 
• An applicant who is actively engaged in sorghum 

production but is employed by an operation must 

have employer approval 
• Men and women are encouraged to apply 
• Applicants must be U.S. citizens 

For more information on Leadership Sorghum and to review 

the Leadership Sorghum Class III selection criteria, 

click here.  
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New Crop Sorghum Bids 
This week included strong export shipments of 5.6 million 

bushels  to China, Mexico and Pakistan. Total shipments for 

the marketing year are now at 220 million bushels. Basis 

was soft following large prospective planting projections by 

the U.S. Department of Agriculture. Here are this week’s 

old crop and new crop bids, where applicable:  

• Cargill Houston  old: +40, new: +8 
• Gavilon Vicksburg old: +20 
• CGB West Memphis new: -46 
• CGB Henderson new: +0 
• TMA Canton  old: -60, new: -55 
• AgMark Concordia  old: -75, new: -70 
• Aurora Coop Superior  old: -62, new: -45 
• WB Johnston Enid  new: -60 

2016 Sorghum Planting in Progress 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) National 

Agricultural Statistic Services (NASS) released the first 

national Crop Progress report of the year on Monday, April 

5. Planting continues in Texas with 36 percent planted as of 

April 3, 2016, in line with the five-year average. Sorghum 

planting resumed in the coastal Bend and made good 

progress in the Upper Coast and South Texas. Louisiana 

sorghum planting is well behind the five-year average of 35 

percent with only 14 percent planted as of April 3. Arkansas 

also started sorghum planting with 1 percent planted as of 

April 3 behind the five-year average of 11 percent.  

  

 

 

 

 



Sorghum in the Spotlight: 
Chromatin’s Sorghum Partners Brand Performs Well in Yield 

Contest – Crop Protection News 

Maryland Farmers Sees Fruits of Taking Care of Soil – 

AgAnytime  

Sorghum Groups Recognize Industry Service – High Plains 

Journal 

Kansas Sorghum Farmers Ready for Aphid Attack – KAKE 

Big Yields and Tiny Aphids in Crosshairs – AgWeb 

Texas Sorghum: Lower Rio Grande Fields Mostly Aphid Free – 

AgFax 

Texas Sorghum Surgarcane Aphids Overwintered in Dawson 

County but Not Hockley County – AgFax 

9 Keys to Profitable Grain Sorghum in 2016 – Delta Farm 

Press 

Chromatin Announces Relief Program for Sorghum Growers 

Hit by the Kansas-Oklahoma Fire – Chromatin 

US Crops to Cuba? – All About Feed 

Sorghum Awards Enginuity Grant for Livestock Feed Tech – 

AgWired 

Pop This! Move Over Popcorn – Huffington Post 

 

Upcoming Sorghum Events 
April 13-15      Texas Grain and Feed Annual Meeting, Fort 

Worth, TX 

April 18-20      Pet Food Forum, Kansas City, MO 

April 25           Washington Watch, Washington, D.C. 

April 27-29       2016 Texas Academy Annual Conference 7 

Exhibition, Arlington,TX 

May 12-14        South Texas Country Elevator Association's 

Convention, South Padre Island,TX 

 

For a full view of calendar events, visit the NSP website 

calendar. 
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Market News - To view this week’s Gulf export grain 

report, click here. 

 

Sign Up to Receive the Sorghum Checkoff e-

Newsletter 
Sorghum producers can also receive monthly e-Newsletters 

from the United Sorghum Checkoff Program. To receive 

monthly news and information regarding the Sorghum 

Checkoff’s efforts in sorghum research, education and 

market development, sign up here. You can also follow the 

Sorghum Checkoff on Twitter @SorghumCheckoff. 

 
 

 

About Sorghum Notes 
Sorghum Notes is a publication of the National Sorghum 

Producers. NSP represents U.S. sorghum producers and 

serves as the voice of the sorghum industry from coast to 

coast through education and legislative and regulatory 

representation.  
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"The most difficult thing is the decision to act, the rest 
is merely tenacity." 

- Amelia Earhart 
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Sorghum Notes is sponsored by: 
Sorghum Partners, LLC 
P.O. Box 189  
New Deal, TX 79350 
Phone: (800) 645-7478 
Fax: (806) 746-5305 
http://www.chromatininc.com/ 
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