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Southern Mesa Ag Conference is Here:
The Annual Southern Mesa Ag Conference

will be held in Lamesa on Tuesday, January 19th at
the Movieland Theater, located at 604 North Austin
Avenue.  Registration will begin at 7:30 am and the
program will start at 8 am.  

The registration fee of $30 per person
includes: a complimentary gift, technical sessions,
door prizes, lunch, refreshments, educational
materials and access to exhibits.  Checks can be
made payable to the Dawson County Ag Fund and
paid at the door.  

For producers who hold a Private Applicator
License, a total of six (6) CEU’s will be available as
follows: 1.5 General, 3.5 IPM and 1.0 in Laws and
Regs.  

This year the program has an excellent line
up of experts and the topics covered will benefit all
Ag producers.

Topics to be covered at the 2010 program
will include:
>Pre-Emergent Mgt. Of Weed Populations
>Managing Insects Using IPM in Cotton
>Cotton Production Traits and Varieties
>USDA Cotton Classing Office Renovation
>National Cotton Council
>Diseases and Pest Factors in Cotton & Peanuts
>Plains Cotton Growers Update
>National Sorghum Producers Update
>IPM & Sorghum Insects - What the Future Holds
>Small Grain and Forage Traits for Production
>Texas Peanut Board Update

A number of booths are planned for the
event as well and the information available will be
just in time for the ‘10 growing season.  For more
info, feel free to call the Dawson County Extension
Office at 805-872-3444.

Root Rot Trial Fields Needed:
Dr. Terry Wheeler, Extension Specialist, has

an opportunity for extensive research on two county 
cotton fields with uniform root rot.  A potential new
fungicide has been identified that may have activity
to assist with control of this disease.  If you have
one or two irrigated field that fits the disease
criteria, please call our office immediately.  This
seems like a potential break through that we could
assist with and, see first hand if this product really
can help with root rot problems.
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Effects of Zilmax on Beef Characteristics:
A new product has been fed in limited

feedyards in the U.S. Zilpaterol hydrochloride ,
otherwise known as Zilmax.  

In a study to determine the effects of this
product on beef characteristics, fed for the last 20 to
40 days before slaughter, has shown to improve
daily gain, feed efficiency and carcass leanness.  A
group of 10 research studies addressed the effect of
feeding Zilmax(ZH) on beef composition and
quality.
Some of the important findings from the 10 studies
were:
*Lean percentage was increased with ZH feeding
*ZH feeding tended to increase percent lean more in
the round than loin.
*Combining ZH and an estrogen-trembolone acetate
implant (Revalor) reduced tenderness more than ZH
alone.
*Taste panel estimates of tenderness and juiciness
were lower with longer periods of ZH feeding.
*Percent intramuscular fat (marbling) decreased,
especially with longer ZH feeding
*Protein percentage was higher in steaks and
ground beef with ZH feeding
*Color of steaks tended to be the same of better
from cattle fed ZH for 20 to 30 days but not if fed
for 40 days.
*20 days of feeding ZH seemed to be optimum for
increasing lean weight and percent lean while
minimizing decreases in meat palatability.

Meet and Greet the New Office Manager
Our new Office Manager, Lisa Harrington,

began her work with us on January 4th of this year. 
In order to provide an opportunity for you to meet
her, and her you , we have planned a come and go
reception on Tuesday, January 26th.

This informal event will be held in our
office in the conference room and will be last from
3 pm until 5 pm.  

Lisa moved to Colorado City in the late
summer of 2009 and has a child in school at Kelley
Elementary.  She also served as Office Manager in
Howard County Extension Office for over two
years.  Her experience should benefit us greatly as
she begins a new transition to our office .

We are confident that you will want to meet
her and welcome her to Mitchell County and our
Extension office.   Hope to see you on January 26th. 
__________________________________________

Once Again, please contact me ASAP if you

are interested in the Cotton Root Rot Trial and
have an irrigated field that might fit the bill.  We
have been given the opportunity to have two

separate fields in this research trial and to test a
potential new fungicide - let me know.  We are
working under and short time line to enroll our two
locations.  

If any portion of this newsletter creates questions,
please contact me at your earliest convenience.

Sincerely,

John R. Senter
Mitchell CEA-Ag




