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Tree Problems 
Trees typically do not show stress symptoms until 

much later, after the stress event has occurred. In my 

24 years career I have seen trees look healthy and 

then 7 to 10 years after a stress event, the trees start 

to decline and show stress symptoms. The current 

dry weather pattern we are in will have long term 

effects on the trees of Texas. The best thing you can 

do for a drought stressed tree is offer supplemental 

water. Adding fertilizer will only stress the tree more. 

Water within the drip line of the tree, not just by the 

trunk. Karl Flocke, Texas A&M Forest Service states 

that in a typical summer, watering young trees with 

2 to 3 gallons per inch of trunk diameter, two to three 

times per week is a good rule of thumb. However, 

make sure the soil is never saturated with water. 

Watering trees consistently with the correct amount 

of water can be a challenge if you are under water 

restrictions.  

 

Drought  
According to NOAA National Weather Service and 

depending on where you live in McLennan County 

you are -12 to -25 inches from the expected 30-year 

average rainfall for the last 365 days. For the last 

seven days, you received .25 to 2 inches of rain. Any 

moisture helps. The total rainfall amounts that 

weather reports show can be very deceiving. The 

tenths or hundredths of an inch add up but if that is 

all the rain you received it does very little for plant 

growth.   Many of our wheat fields that normally get 

19 inches of rainfall from planting to harvest only 

received 7 inches. For the corn growing season we 

expect around 20 inches, and we had 9 inches during 

the 2022 growing season. I continue to get phone 

calls from homeowners about their trees looking bad. 

They are going to look bad when we are this far 

behind in total rainfall. Our flora and fauna have 

adapted to Central Texas growing conditions and its 

drier here than it normally is in Abilene, plants are 

going to suffer. My hayfield that averages 2.5 round 

bales an acre each cutting made 0.6/bales to the acre 

for the year. Big runs at the local livestock auctions, 

less cattle out in the country, increased input cost 

across not only agriculture but everything. Some 

received rain in August, some received a rain in 

October. I am looking forward to when we all can get 

consistent good rain for an extended period of time. 
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Upcoming Programs/Dates 
 

Nov. 5th – 6th - Holiday Classic Livestock Project 

Clinic 

Nov. 9th – Major Livestock Show Entry Night 

Dec. 8th – 8 Hour CEU Program, MCC Emergency 

Services Bldg. 

Dec. 13th – Pecan Food Show/Elected Officials 

Interpretation 

Dec. 15th – Ag Increment Meeting 
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Honeydew 
Mid-September I was fielding several phone calls a 

day on pecan trees that were dripping sap. The 

frustrated homeowner, whose car had small, sticky 

drops of a liquid on them wanted this to stop! The 

ground under these trees can become dark and sticky 

from this "drip." This sticky substance is from 

Yellow aphids on your pecan tree. The smaller of the 

two species are the Yellow pecan aphid and it is 

feeding on the underside of pecan foliage. The other 

species is called black margined aphid and it causes 

the "drip."  These aphids feed by sucking sap and 

excrete a sticky honeydew. The drip is actually the 

sticky secretion from the aphid.  Both species of 

yellow aphids have piercing or sucking mouthparts 

for removing water and plant nutrients from leaf 

veins. As I mentioned, as they feed they excrete large 

amounts of sugar.  This honeydew can become a 

food source for sooty mold, which can cover trees in 

our area. This usually last three weeks and it happens 

every year, but some years are worse than others. 

Outbreaks on most cultivars decline without causing 

any measurable damage to foliage for homeowners. 
 

Annual 8 Hour CEU Program, 

December 8th 

The annual December all day, 8-hour CEU program 

is creeping up on us again. This event is held across 

the entire District 8 Extension offices. All 21 

counties are involved in this one-day educational 

program.  The speakers are spread out across the 

state, and we show them on “the big screen” at 13 

locations. Our location is at the MCC Emergency 

Services Building, located at 7601 Steinbeck Bend 

Road, Waco Tx. The cost to attend (breakfast, 

snacks, lunch, facilities) is $60. All interested 

persons should call the Extension office to rsvp. If 

you are a commercial/non-commercial license holder 

you can get all your needed hours the first five hours. 

 

 

 

 

61st Blackland Income Growth 

Conference, January 10th – 11th 

The BIG Conference and Mid-Tex Farm and Ranch 

Show are back together for the second year! We will 

meet at the new BASE building at Extraco Events 

Center. All the commodity meetings and the Mid-

Tex Trade Show are under one roof. You can go to 

the awesome BASE building (4601 Bosque Blvd, 

Waco) to attend the meetings, and see all the 

vendors.  Tuesday, Jan 10 the commodity meetings 

of Horticulture, Beef, Grain, Cotton, Wildlife, 

Forage and Rural Land Management will occur. 

TDA CEUs are available at most of these meetings 

on Tuesday. There is a cost to attend the commodity 

sessions on Tuesday but there is no pre-registration 

on Tuesday. That cost covers the meal. We are 

fortunate to have Dr. Jeffrey Savell as our lunch 

speaker. Dr. Savell is the Vice Chancellor and Dean 

for Agriculture and Life Sciences, Texas A&M 

AgriLife. His talk promises to be educational and 

fun! Reminder that you can see the exhibits for free 

Tuesday 9 am to 6 pm AND Wednesday 9 am to 4 

pm.  
 

BIG Conference Recertification and 

Private Applicator Training, Jan 11th 
The annual recertification program offering 5 hours 

CEU credit will be at the BASE building at Extraco 

on January 11th starting at 8 am and go to 2:35 pm. 

Registration opens at 7:30 am. 5 CEU’s  offered – 2 

L&R, 1 IPM, and 2 General. Floyd Ingram, Bell 

County Ag Agent will start with Drift Minimization. 

He will be followed by Dr Sonja Swiger talking on 

Management of Nuisance Insect Pest. Steven Bardin, 

Texas Pro Lake Management is back to present on 

Managing Ponds & Lakes for Fish Production. After 

lunch we will have Hill County Ag Agent, Zach T 

Davis speak on Use of Pesticide Toxicants and other 

Methods to Control Feral Hogs. Dr. Don Renchie 

will present Laws and Regulations. Checks for $65 

can be made out to MCMG and mailed to 4224 

Cobbs Drive, Waco TX 76710. Be sure and include 

your name and phone number with the check.  
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Hessian Fly Demonstration 2022 
I conducted a Hessian Fly Result Demonstration near 

McGregor in 2013 and again in 2017. This year with 

the help of Tyler Mays, Hill County IPM Agent, we 

took Hessian Fly counts again in our county small 

grain trial. Hessian fly is a very small fly that can 

severely damage wheat during the fly’s larval stage 

by killing young tillers, stunting and lodging.  Yield 

of wheat can be drastically reduced by Hessian Fly 

populations. Near the McGregor area, unfortunately 

we have a specific biotype of Hessian Fly that has 

adapted to our area and has more than one hatch date 

so damage can happen multiple times during the 

growing season. Crop rotation, later planting dates 

and planting resistant varieties can all help mitigate 

Hessian Fly numbers. Surprisingly, all wheat 

varieties in the 2022 small grain trial had some tiller 

infested with Hessian Fly, even resistant varieties. 

Three wheat varieties had 95% of the tillers infested. 

Where we saw the resistant varieties differ from the 

more susceptible varieties was on the number of 

Hessian Fly in tillers. Three of the more resistant 

varieties had 10 or less Hessian Fly in the tillers. 

When the wheat plot was harvested, the more 

resistant varieties had a clear yield advantage, even 

though the plot only received a third of its normal, 

expected rainfall. There was a correlation between 

yield and Hessian Fly resistance. If you want to 

maximize yield potential of small grains in Central 

Texas you should be planting Hessian Fly resistant 

wheat varieties. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Economic Contribution of Agriculture 

in McLennan County 
Dr. Jason Johnson and team from Texas A&M 

AgriLife Economics put together a document based 

off of our yearly ag increment report.  This document 

illustrates that agriculture commodities in McLennan 

County totaled $122.5 million dollars. Economic 

activity by the agriculture industry (direct effect) 

ripples through the regional economy as firms 

purchase inputs (indirect effect) and pay employees 

who also make regional purchases (induced effect). 

Many production expenses are paid to local 

suppliers. Farmers and ranchers also spend part of 

their wages and profits within the region - eating at 

local restaurants and buying groceries, fuel, utilities, 

and other consumer items. In turn, the employees of 

these businesses purchase supplies and spend wages 

at local businesses. Money is multiplied as it 

circulates through the economy. The total effects are 

the sum of direct, indirect, and induced for each of 

the outcomes: employment, total value added 

(contribution to gross regional product) and 

economic output (gross sales). The original $122.5 

million economic contribution from farm and ranch 

production leads to total regional economic output of 

$186.9 million, which supports approximately 4,800 

full-and part-time jobs annually. The total 

contribution includes a $73.6 million contribution to 

gross regional product (value added) across the 

region. According to the 2020 U.S. Census Texas 

County Business Patterns (CBP), excluding 

government employees, there are approximately 

15,370 salaried employees in agribusiness in the 

county. The CBP shows that the area’s agribusiness 

complex accounted for a payroll of $497.4 million. 

The CBP agribusiness sector includes the following 

six categories: wholesale trade, retail trade, 

manufacturing, transportation and warehousing, 

accommodation and food service and agricultural 

services. 

 

 

 

 



Dr. Shane McLellan 

County Extension Agent – Ag 

McLennan County 

Issue 43 

4224 Cobbs Drive – Waco, Texas 76710 – (254)757-5180 
 
 

Webworms and the Hackberry 

Defoliator 
Early September I kept getting phone calls about 

webworms in trees around the county. Webworms 

are more aesthetic, they can but rarely totally 

defoliate trees and if they do it’s not going to the kill 

the tree. There is not much that a homeowner can do 

as you don’t have the equipment, training, or 

knowledge to apply a pesticide to control the pest and 

you will probably do more damage as you hurt the 

beneficial insects.  Another call I kept getting was 

about Hackberry trees looking bad. After a little 

research (they were here in 2015) I found that it is a 

Sciota celtidella, an obscure moth that is feeding on 

Hackberry’s and it will result in the Hackberry 

having skeletonized leaves. It is very common for 

obscure insects to explode in population in an 

area.  It happens every year, especially with 

armyworms, grasshoppers, other insects. Most of 

them do not bring upon an economical or permanent 

damage to homeowners. A few of them can be 

economically important to agriculture producers. If 

you Hackberry looks bad, has brown and/or 

skeletonized leaves it is not dying. It should green 

back up next year. Let nature take its course. This 

moth and caterpillar are very host specific and 

shouldn’t pose any threat to other plants or trees.  

 

District 8 Holiday Classic 
The District 8 4-H Holiday Classic takes place this 

year in Belton on November 5 & 6, 2022. This two-

day youth livestock educational event is for 4-H and 

FFA families to bring their cattle, lambs, swine, and 

goats to learn more about the responsibilities that are 

attributed to exhibiting livestock. During the two-day 

program, experts in livestock and youth development 

provide educational, hands-on training for attendees 

in both group and individual settings.  After the 

educational program, youth have the opportunity to 

exhibit their projects for practice and receive advice 

on how to manage their animals.  Youth are provided 

the opportunity to practice what they have learned 

the day before, and it is in a “show setting.”  The 

target audience is youth and families that are in their 

first three years of participation. The Holiday Classic 

is put on by the county extension agents from District 

8. The agents from these 21 counties plan the 

educational program targeting new and 

inexperienced livestock showman. Youth are 

encouraged to bring their livestock to the Bell 

County Expo on November 5th to get the “major 

show feel” in a low stress environment. Educational 

clinics are conducted on Saturday November 5th that 

include showmanship shows. On Sunday November 

6th we offer full competitive shows. A non-

denominational church service is offered first thing 

Sunday morning. County agents raise about $17,000 

dollars each year and give it all back to the kids in 

prizes and paying all program and facility expenses. 

This event is free to attend. Our goal is education. 

We only ask you to be respectful to those putting on 

the show and learn!!  For more information contact 

the McLennan County Extension Office.  

 

Vines & Wines 2023 
We have confirmation from Joey Bagnasco at Valley 

Mills Vineyards! We will have the May 23, 2023, 

Vines, and Wines at the Valley Mills Vineyards. 

Excited to have this event with the Bagnasco family. 

Chelsea Dorward, a partnering agent in this program 

has agreed to help us host this program in Bosque 

County. Put the date on the calendar! 

 

BIG Conference Private Applicator 

Training 
If you do not have a license you can attend the 

mandatory training on January 11th at the 

BASE/Extraco Events Center.    The time is 8:15 am 

to 11:30 am.  The cost is $75, no credit cards 

accepted.  You will complete the TDA training 

requirement with the Hill County Extension Agent 

Zach T Davis.  You will obtain the paperwork 

needed to schedule the test after you complete the 

training.  Zach ask that you pre-register for the BIG 

private applicator training before January 4th by 

calling Hill County Extension Office (254)582-4022. 
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Sheep Conference 
We have a lot of sheep and goats in Central Texas, 

more all the time. You might see several places with 

10 to 20 on their small property but we do have quite 

a few people that have 100+ hair or dorper sheep on 

their property. Dorper or hair sheep influenced 

breeds are gaining in popularity since they will do 

good in the Central Texas climate. On May 25th, 

2023, we will have our 2nd Sheep Conference. This 

program will be at the BASE @ Extraco Events 

Center. We will have breed associations, vendors, 

and a great lunch. Our topics include Visual 

Selection, Managing Internal Parasites, Benefits of 

Hair Sheep In Texas, 21st Century Hair Sheep 

Genetic Selection Technologies, Supplementing the 

Diet of Hair Sheep, Management of Weaned Lambs, 

Market Trends and Opportunities, and Livestock 

Predation Management. WE are excited to have Clay 

Elliott, Purina Nutritionist; Jake Thorne, Extension 

Sheep and Goat Program Specialist; Derek Poe, 

Hamilton Livestock Commission; Reid Redden, 

Extension Sheep and Goat Specialist; Bill Costanza, 

Extension Research Associate all confirmed to 

speak. More information about this program will be 

shared as we get closer to the date of the event.  

 

 

Forage Testing 
Most people do not understand the results of forage 

testing, or they focus on the wrong things (my 

opinion).  Too many people just look at the Crude 

Protein.  You should look at the Crude Protein (CP), 

Neutral Detergent Fiber (NDF)Acid Detergent Fiber 

(ADF) and Relative Feed Value (RFV).  You want a 

high Crude Protein, a low NDF and low ADF, and a 

high RFV for quality hay. (Tables 1 & 2, 

Understanding Forage Quality Analysis-Stokes and 

Prostko) 
 

 

 
 

 

2023 
Jan 10th - BIG Conference, BASE at Extraco 

Jan 11th - BIG Recertification 5-hour CEU program, 

BASE 

Jan 24th - Livestock Committee Meeting, West 

Jan 25th - Horticulture Committee Meeting, Office 

Jan 26th - Row Crop Committee Meeting, McGregor 

Feb 6th -10th - McLennan County Junior Livestock 

Show Week 

Feb 21st - Last Chance CEU Event, 6 hours, Office 

April 13th - Small Grain Field Day, McGregor 

May 23rd - Vines and Wines Program, Valley Mills 

Vineyards 

May 25th - Sheep Conference, BASE at Extraco  

June 9th - East Side Turn Row Meeting 

June 15th - West Side Turn Row Meeting 

June 21st - Stocker Cattle Seminar 

September 12th - Turfgrass Conference (5 CEUs) 

Hewitt 

 



 
 

 

Point Rows 
When I was a little kid dad farmed some places that had a lot of terraces, rocks, and point rows. Over time some of these places 

were improved to parallel terraces, less or no point rows. Some places were replaced with better farms, better soil, parallel terraces 

and even less point rows and fewer rocks. Looking back now I am thankful because of dad’s hard work and that poor soil put 

food on the table and helped my family pay the bills.  At the time I hated rocks with a passion. I cannot tell you how many pickup 

bed and trailer loads of rocks we hauled off. But one thing I liked even worse than rocks was point rows. Point rows will make 

you pay attention. There was no autosteer or GPS then. The internet was a made-up word at that time. The cotton tool bars were 

12 rows on 42-inch rows so they were all at least 42 feet wide, solid middle and “two wings.”  To finish a point row, you had to 

“eyeball” it. You had row markers for laying out beds. But if you were planting or even worse, cultivating……. you better learn 

how to hold that same angle on the steering wheel as you drove and eyeball that wing to “make sure” you weren’t plowing up 

cotton. You can tell someone how to do it, but you really cannot learn farming at that level unless you are behind the wheel of a 

4020 open cab tractor with sun shining in on you, dirt on your skin and in your teeth. I can still feel the hard steering wheel of 

that 4020. I can visually picture the clutch, the round knob on the gear shift, the left and right brake, the bouncy but rigid seat. I 

spent thousands of hours on that 4020 growing up. I worked hard to make my rows as straight as my dad’s. You want to talk 

about proud. Drive down the farm to market road and look out over a field of cotton as its coming up and “rowing” and the rows 

are straight as an arrow. The curves are smooth as they go across the field, everything symmetrical. Farming back then was an art 

form, and you took pride because everybody knew who planted that crop. It was easier to manage when everything was 

“right.”  Good stand, straight rows, easier to cultivate, easier to harvest. I probably was on the receiving end of a few conversations 

(a lot of conversations actually) about crooked rows growing up. But I needed that encouragement. A good friend of mine has a 

saying that it’s easy to be sorry, anyone can be sorry, it takes zero effort. But you have to work to be good. It takes a conscious 

decision to apply yourself. You have to choose to work hard. Work is not comfortable. Human nature seeks the easy route not the 

hard route. Those rocks in your life, those point rows, those challenges that are before you are not enjoyable, but they strengthen 

you. They make you better than you were without having to run that race, to make that decision, to eyeball that row instead of 

plowing up 20 feet of cotton. I am so thankful that I grew up a farm kid in Jones County America. Everyone was just trying to 

get by but man I had it good. I know, it is easy for me to say while I type this on a keyboard, the thorns in life hurt but you will 

be better for it. I hope we get a God given rain soon, I hope you are blessed with no point rows and less rocks. But last and most 

important if you see someone needing help, please reach out to them and lift them up. I have had a lot of people help me when I 

needed it, and they still do. Some of those “point rows” that people are dealing with now are life and death. Times are tough now, 

people are hurting. If you need me I am a phone call away. God bless. sMc 
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