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2021 State Fair of Texas Sheep & Goat Validation
Validation for the 2021 State Fair of Texas sheep & goats will be held on the following 

date and location. 
• June 29th –at the West Auction Barn from 10:30-noon 

If you have registered breeding sheep please bring registration papers with you 
If you have a major conflict with either of these dates, please contact us to discuss 

alternative options. 

2021 Major Show Heifer Validation
For the 2021/2022 major show heifer validation we will be hold 2 dates at 2 locations for 
you to get your projects validated.  Please make plans to attend one of these validations.  

We will need a color copy of registration papers on your heifer either prior to or at 
validation, we can make a color scan copy if you are not able to print us a copy to leave 

at validation.
• June 17th- at David Groschke’s barn in Riesel from 4-6:30pm
• June 29th –at the West Auction Barn from 9-10am(you can bring with steers if you 

have both) 
Please make sure you have current registration papers with you at validation 

If you have a major conflict with either of these dates, please contact us to discuss 
alternative options

2021 Major Show Steer Validation 
For the 2021/2022 major show steer validation we will be hold 2 dates at 2 locations for 
you to get your projects validated.  Please make plans to attend one of these validations.  
• June 17th- at David Groschke’s barn in Riesel from 4-6:30pm
• June 29th –at the West Auction Barn from 8--9am

If you have a major conflict with either of these dates, please contact us to discuss 
alternative options. 

2021 State Fair & HOTFR Swine Validation
Validation for the 2021 State Fair of Texas swine will be held on the following date and 

location.
• June 29th –at the West Auction Barn from 10:30-noon 

Purebred gilts must be validated and we must submit registration papers as well so 
please provide us a copy of registration papers at time of validation. 

If you have a major conflict with either of these dates, please contact us to discuss 
alternative options. 
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2021-2022 McLennan County Validation Dates & Tag Orders
Steers 

Steer Validation- June 17th in Riesel @ Groschke barn from 4-6:30/ June 29th @ West Auction Barn from 8-9am
MCJLS Only Steer Validation- September 14th @ McLennan County Extension office 

Heifers
Summer Heifer Validation - June 17th in Riesel @ Groschke barn 4-6:30 / June 29th @ West Auction Barn from 9-10am 
Fall Heifer validation tag order due September 15th to Extension office- tags will be $20 per tag 
Fall Heifer validation will be October 12th & October TBA

Sheep & Goat 
State Fair Sheep & Goat  Validation –June 29th @ West Auction Barn from 10:30-noon 
Major Show Sheep & Goat Validation tag orders due August 18th to Extension office – tags will be $20  per tag 
Major Show Sheep & Goat Validation will be in October 
MCJLS Sheep & Goat Validation will be in October 

Swine
State Fair Swine Validation -June 29th @ West Auction Barn from 10:30-noon
Major Show Swine tag orders due- September 
Major Show Swine Validation will be November 
MCJLS Swine Validation will be November 

Broilers
Major Show Broiler orders – September 
MCJLS Broiler Order due – September 

Turkeys

Major Show Turkey orders due- June  1st

MCJLS Turkey orders due- June  1st
Show Entry Information

Fall Major Show Entry Deadline- State Fair & West Texas State Fair- August 10th.  HOTFR- August 24th

Spring Major Show Entry Deadline- November 10th for all shows 

All tag order forms can be found at the following link: 
https://mclennan.agrilife.org/links/4-h/4-h-projects/livestock-news/

2022 MCJLS Turkey Orders 
Its time once again to start planning for the 2022 county show.  Turkey orders will be due on June 1st to Mr. Wunderlich at 

Riesel FFA.  These turkeys are for county show only.   

Order form can be found at the following link: 
https://mclennan.agrilife.org/links/4-h/4-h-projects/livestock-news/

https://mclennan.agrilife.org/links/4-h/4-h-projects/livestock-news/


McLennan County Livestock NewsletterPage 3

Click here to register: http://counties.agrilife.org/mclennan/files/2021/04/2021-clinic-flyer.pdf

http://counties.agrilife.org/mclennan/files/2021/04/2021-clinic-flyer.pdf
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Major Show Updates 

2021 State Fair of Texas 
• New for 2021 all crossbred gilts must be validated in June along with purebred gilts. 
• New for 2021 all purebred breeding sheep and breeding goats must be state validated 
• New for 2021 all commercial ewes & does must be state validated 
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It doesn’t matter which species of livestock you show, it seems like the smallest creatures can 
be the biggest nuisance. Yes, those pesky flies like to invade our barns, bite at our animals 
and can carry diseases. With proper prevention including good nutrition, you can inhibit 
those little pests from invading your space.

Flies breed and thrive in manure, so keeping your barns or outside pens as clean as possible 
is the first step to fly control. If you tie your cattle in, make sure you clean their stalls 
regularly. For smaller species like pigs, sheep and goats, be sure to pick the pens throughout 
the day to keep fresh waste away from the animals. The closer the animal feces and urine is 
to the animals, the closer the flies will be. Haul the waste, including any wet bedding out of 
the barn so flies don’t have a breeding ground in the same area your animals are housed in.

Spray your premises. Depending on your location and the humidity in the air, you might want 
to spray an insecticide around your premises to keep flies and other insects from making 
themselves at home. If you have the means, and flies are big problem, consider investing in a 
fly control system that mists insecticide throughout the barn on a timed system. These will 
eliminate flies and are common in pig and horse barns.

Use a livestock spray. There are a variety of livestock sprays available on market that are safe 
and effective to use with a variety of animals. Be sure to read and follow the label directions 
and use accordingly.

Finally, did you know you can help control flies in your cattle, sheep and goats while you feed 
your animals? The new Sure Champ® Extreme with Climate Control is a pelleted, daily 
supplement with the Amaferm® advantage to promote appetite and digestive health. 
Extreme includes ingredients designed to help support animals during extreme temperatures 
and support hoof and coat care. And, it also contains garlic, a natural insect repellent. By 
feeding Extreme, you should see fewer flies landing on and biting your animals, all while 
keeping their digestive system healthy.

If you have livestock, you’re going to have flies. And unfortunately, there is no one way to 
eliminate every one of them. But using some precautionary measures mentioned above will 
help control the flies around your barn and on your animals, keeping your animals healthier 
and happier.
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Sheep and Goat Selection Tips 

It is about that time of year again to begin looking and purchasing your goats and sheep for next years stock 

shows.  There are many things to consider when purchasing your next animal, like what age does it need to be, 

where can I look for these animals, and what do I need to do to be prepared for the project once I get it home.   

Well here are a few tips to help you prepare for your next project. 

•Make sure your pen is clean and ready for new animals 

•Decide which shows you would like to attend

•Decide on a budget for your animals 

•Make sure you have fresh feed and water available for the project once you get it home 

•Decide where you would like to purchase your project, whether it be from a sale, or an individual.  We can 

give you some names of people or sales that may fit your needs.  We are also more than happy to help you 

select or find a project for you.  Just allow us enough time to locate one in your price range.

•What to look for when purchasing your project. 

Structural Correctness- this includes the skeletal system/ bone structure of the animal. Look for a project  that is 

heavy boned, level topped and level in his hip. Note the animals movement as he walks and look for the project 

that stands and walks out wide off of his front legs and back legs. Pay attention to the rear legs and avoid any 

lambs that might walk with their back hocks pointing in or out. Check the pasterns, making sure that they do not 

flex excessively in their pasterns.

Muscle- muscle will always be one of the primary factors for success. The purpose of a market wether is to 

provide meat for consumption. Consequently, judges will prioritize muscle as a major factor in placing. A 

wether that is wide based in structure is going to be heavier muscled than a narrow based one. Have someone 

hold the project in a driving position and handle the top right behind the shoulder and across the loin. You want 

as much width as you can get. Analyze the rear leg muscle by watching the wether walk away from you. Look 

for the width and depth of the leg muscle to compare.

Volume and capacity- this refers to the width of the body and rib shape. Wethers that are shallow in their body 

with a tight rib shape are not going to eat, gain and grow as well as one that is deeper bodied with more spring 

of rib. On the reverse side, wethers  with excessive middle are not desirable because of the waste in dressing 

percentage when they are processed. “Show wethers” have to have enough rib shape and capacity to be 

productive, but they also have to be shallow enough in their depth of rib to have that “show” look that the 

judges are looking for.

Style and balance- this refers to the combination of muscle and structure that gives the project that “show” look. 

You might own a project with a lot of muscle and capacity, but if they do not have the right “look”, you probably 

will not win the class. This factor in selection takes time to learn. Generally, look for the wether  with a long 

neck that blends smoothly into the shoulders with a smooth and level top and level hip (few wethers  are 

perfectly level in their hip/ avoid excessive steepness). The project  should be “smooth” shouldered with a trim 

middle section. The underline should be level. Balance refers to the length of body in relationship to the height.  

I also try to avoid excessively long bodied animals  as well as short bodied ones. The longer bodied wethers  

will usually break in their top where the short bodied ones do not balance well from the side view.

Size potential- all animals  will mature at different weights depending on genetics. Most shows have many 

classes broken into weight ranges. Each class has a winner. I believe that you should feed your project  to his 

full potential and manage his weight at the end to fit into a desirable weight class. It is also important to match 

the size of the project  to the size of the exhibitor. Younger exhibitors are better off showing smaller projects 

while tall exhibitors are better off showing heavier projects. .
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Most show pigs are individually identified using a universal system known as ear notching. Learning to 

read ear notches is a valuable tool, not only for identifying animals but because reading ear notches is a 

very common showmanship question.

Ear notches may look complicated but if you can add, reading ear notches is simple. Once you know what 

each ear represents, and understand the five different areas of the ear that can be notched you’ll be able 

to identity the litter and individual notches of a pig. Keep these five things in mind when reading ear 

notches:

1. Know which ear is which.

The right ear represents the litter number, think of it as the pigs last name. Whereas the left ear 

represents the individual number like the pigs first name.

An easy way to remember which ear is which, when looking at the pig, the ear to your left is the litter ear. 

Left = Litter.

2. Divide into quadrants.

A pig can be notched in four different quadrants. Imagine a line down the center of the ear, from the top 

straight down to the bottom. Now imagine a second line from midway through the ear straight across. 

There may also be a notch at the very tip of the ear.

3. Know what the quadrants are worth.

Starting at the bottom quadrant nearest the pig’s head first, 

multiply each quadrant by three as you work your way 

around to the top. The first quadrant is worth 1, second 

quadrant is worth 3, third quadrant is worth 9, and the last

quadrant at the top of the ear is worth 27. But remember if

the tip of the ear is notched, it is worth 81.

4. Add the notches together.

Once you know what each notch is worth, add them together.

5. State the litter number followed by the individual number.

Now that you know the value of the notches you have, you can read them! State the litter number 

followed by dash the individual number. Such as 24-4.
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Jackpot Shows 
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Major Show Judges 

2021 State Fair of Texas 
Market Steers- Chris Mullinix
Market Swine- Troy Sloan 
Market Goats –Spencer Scotten
Market Sheep –Brent Jennings 
Boilers- Daniel DeLeon 

2021 Heart O’ Texas Fair & Rodeo 
Scholarship Show

Steers- Blake Bloomberg
American Heifers- Kolten Thigpen
British/Continental Heifers- Brady Ragland
Sheep- Eric Zimmerman 
Goats –John Shroyer 
Swine-Brennen North 

Gilts- Austin Thompson

Premium Show
Steers- Taylor Graham 

American Heifers- Keaton Dodd 
British/Continental Heifers- Shellie Collins 
Sheep- Leah Amstutz
Goats –Skyler Scotten
Swine- Levi Moyers

2021 West Texas Fair & Rodeo 
Steers 
Heifers 
Sheep 
Goats 
Swine 

2021 Brazos Valley Fair & Rodeo 
Steers-
Sheep-
Goats-
Heifers 
Swine 

2022 McLennan County Junior Livestock Show 
Steers- Quest Newberry 
Heifers-
Sheep-
Goats-
Swine- Luke Parr 

Poultry –

2022 Sandhills Livestock Show 
Steers 
Heifers 
Sheep 
Goats 

2022 Ft. Worth Livestock Show
Steers-
Mkt. Goats-
Mkt. Lamb-
Mkt. Swine-
Heifers-

2022 Elite Gilt Showcase 
Purebred 
Cross 

2022 San Angelo Livestock Show 
Steers- Chad Coburn 
Mkt. Goats- Brandon Morgan 
Mkt. Lamb-Dr. Scott Schaake
Mkt. Swine- David Korb
Heifers-
Wether Dam-
Wether Doe-
Breeding Gilt 
Star Gilts-

2022 San Antonio Livestock Show 
Steers- Dr. Shane Bedwell 
Associate  Steer Judge-
Mkt. Goats- Brent Jennings 
Mkt. Lamb- Todd Wise 
Swine- Brian Arnold & Maverick Squires 
Heifers-
Poultry- Broiler-, Turkey Hen-, Turkey Tom-
Breeding Goats-
Commercial Does-
Breeding Sheep-
Commercial Ewes-
Breeding Gilts-
Crossbred Gilts-

2022 Houston Livestock Show 
Steers-
Mkt. Goats-
Mkt. Lamb-
Swine-
Heifers-
Broiler Cockerels-
Broiler Pullets-

2022 Rodeo Austin Livestock Show 
Steers-
Mkt. Goats-
Mkt. Lamb -
Mkt. Swine-
American Heifers-
British/Continental-



4224 Cobbs Drive. 

Waco, Texas 76710

McLennan County 
Extension Office

Phone: 254-757-5180

Fax: 254-757-5097

E-mail:

Mclennan@ag.tamu.edu

We‘re on the Web!
https://mclennan.agrilife.org/

Educational programs of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, disability, genet- ic 
information or veteran status.

The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating

Show Dates
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Upcoming Events:

Major Show Sheep & Goat 

tag orders due- August 

18th

MCJLS Turkey Orders 

due June 1st

Heifer Tag Orders Due-

September 15th

Major Show Swine Tag 

Orders due- September

Validation Dates: 
Major Show Steer 

Validation- June  17th & 29th

Summer Heifer Validation-

June  17th & 29th

State Fair Sheep, Goat & 

Swine Validation- June 29th

Show Entry Dates 

State Fair of Texas Entries 

due- August 10th

West Texas State Fair 

Entries Due- August 10th

Heart O’ Texas Fair 

Livestock Show Entries 

Due August 24th

Karly West 

4-H & Youth Development 

Jerod Meurer

NR Agent 

Colleen Foleen

Family & Community  Health Agent 

Dr. Shane McLellan 

AG Agent 

2021 State Fair of Texas 
September 24-October 17th

• Mkt Lamb- 9/24-9/25
• Mkt Goats- 9/26-9/27
• Mkt Swine-

• Wave 1- 9/25-9/26
• Wave 2- 9/27-9/28
• Wave 3- 9/29-9/30

• Mkt Steers- 9/28-9/30
• Prospect Steers- 10/1-10/3
• Breeding Goats- 9/21-9/23
• Breeding Sheep-10/8- 10/10
• Breeding Gilts-

• Crossbred- 10/13-10/14
• Purebred- 10/15-10/17

• Breeding Heifers-
• Group 1- 10/8-10/11
• Group 2- 10/13-10/17

2021 Heart O’ Texas Fair & Rodeo 
September 30th-October 17th

• Heifers- 10/1-10/3
• Steers- 10/4-10/6
• Swine- 10/8-10/11
• Goats- 10/13-10/14
• Sheep- 10/15-10/17

2021 Brazos Valley Fair 
October 22-24

2021 West Texas Fair & Rodeo 
September 

2022 MCJLS 
February 8th -11th

2022 Ft. Worth Livestock Show 
January 14th- February 5th

2022 Sandhills Livestock Show 

2022 San Angelo Livestock Show 

2022 San Antonio Livestock Show 
February 10-27

2022 Elite Gilt Show 
February 11-13, 2022 Kerrville, Tx. 

2022 Houston Livestock Show 
February 28- March 20, 2022

2022 Rodeo Austin Livestock Show 
March 12-26, 2022

mailto:Brazos@ag.tamu.edu
https://mclennan.agrilife.org/

