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2020 State Fair of Texas Sheep & Goat Tag Orders 
With the current situation regarding COVID19- all tag orders will be done via email 

to Jerod.Meurer@ag.tamu.edu deadlines are still as follows. 
It is time once again to start planning for the 2020 State Fair of Texas.  Tag orders for sheep and goats 
will be due to the Extension office by April 15th.  Tags will cost $20 per tag and checks need to be 
made payable to McLennan County 4-H. 

Order forms can be found at the following link: https://mclennan.agrilife.org/links/4-h/4-h-
projects/livestock-news/

Validation will be in June. 

2020 Major Show Heifer Tag Orders 
With the current situation regarding COVID19- all tag orders will be done via email 

to Jerod.Meurer@ag.tamu.edu deadlines are still as follows. 
It is time once again to start planning for the 2020 show season.  Tag orders for heifers  will be due to 
the Extension office by April 15th.  Tags will cost $20 per tag and checks need to be made payable to 
McLennan County 4-H.  
If  you have already validated your heifer then she does not need to be revalidated unless she has 
changed ownership or breed, once they are in the system, they are good for their entire show career 
unless something changes.  

Order forms can be found at the following link: https://mclennan.agrilife.org/links/4-h/4-h-
projects/livestock-news/

Validation will be in June. 

2020 Major Show Steer  Tag Orders 
With the current situation regarding COVID19- all tag orders will be done via email 

to ameurer@westisd.net deadlines are still as follows. 
It is time once again to start planning for the 2020 show season.  Tag orders for steers will be due to 
West FFA by April 15th Tags will cost $20 per tag and checks need to be made payable to West FFA.  
You can either submit orders to the Extension office or West FFA directly.  

Order forms can be found at the following link: https://mclennan.agrilife.org/links/4-h/4-h-
projects/livestock-news/

Validation will be in June. 

2020 State Fair Swine Tag Orders 
With the current situation regarding COVID19- all tag orders will be done via email 

to ameurer@westisd.net deadlines are still as follows. 
It’s time once again to order State Fair of Texas Swine tags for the 2020 show.  Tags will be $20 each 
and orders are due to West FFA by May 15th.   

All Purebred gilts must be validated to show at State Fair and Heart O’ Texas Fair.  No crossbred gilts 
will be validated at this validation.   

Order forms can be found at the following link: https://mclennan.agrilife.org/links/4-h/4-h-
projects/livestock-news/

Validation will be in June. 
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2020-2021 McLennan County Validation Dates & Tag Orders
Please email all tag orders to the correct person (State Fair Swine & Major Steers- ameurer@westisd.net) (State 
Fair Sheep & Goats and Summer Heifers- Jerod.Meurer@ag.tamu.edu) by the deadlines below.  Money will be 

collected prior to validation due to the COVID19 situation
Steers 

Major Show Tag orders due April 15th to West FFA- tags will be $20 per tag- please email orders to ameurer@westisd.net
Steer Validation- June 
MCJLS Only Steer Validation- September 

Heifers
Summer Heifer validation tag orders due April 15th to Extension office- tags will be $20 per tag- please email orders to
Jerod.Meurer@ag.tamu.edu
Summer Heifer Validation will be June
Fall Heifer validation tag order due September 15th to Extension office- tags will be $20 per tag 
Fall Heifer validation will be in October 

Sheep & Goat 
State Fair Sheep & Goat tag orders due April 15th- tags will be $20 per tag -please email orders to Jerod.Meurer@ag.tamu.edu
State Fair Sheep & Goat  Validation will be June
Major Show Sheep & Goat Validation tag orders due August 14th to Extension office – tags will be $20  per tag 
Major Show Sheep & Goat Validation will be in October 
MCJLS Sheep & Goat Validation will be in October 

Swine
State Fair Swine tag orders due April 15th to West FFA- tags will be $20 per tag- please email orders to ameurer@westisd.net
State Fair Swine Validation will be  in June 
Major Show Swine tag orders due- TBA 
Major Show Swine Validation will be November 
MCJLS Swine Validation will be November 

Broilers
State Fair Broiler Orders for 4-H members are due to the Extension office by May 22nd

Major Show Broiler orders – September 
MCJLS Broiler Order due – September 

Turkeys

Major Show Turkey orders due- May  
MCJLS Turkey orders due- May 

Show Entry Information
Fall Major Show Entry Deadline- August 7th for all 4-H members showing at HOT, State Fair of Texas, & West Texas State Fair                                
Spring Major Show Entry Deadline-

November 5th (all majors including Ft. Worth & Odessa)    
November 16th-All majors except Ft. Worth & Odessa 

All tag order forms can be found at the following link: 
https://mclennan.agrilife.org/links/4-h/4-h-projects/livestock-news/

2020 State Fair updates 
• Barrow show- adding Berkshire division – 2 classes 
• 10% increase in sale lots for market animals and increase in money for sale making 

animals.  This will be spread out amongst all market divisions.  
• Tentative schedule posted @https://bigtex.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/2020-

Livestock-Schedule.pdf
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HOW TO HANDLE SPRINGTIME SHEDDING

Springtime. The trees grow new leaves and the yard sprouts fresh blades of grass, but 

did you know your calf is growing a new coat too?  No matter if you have just 

purchased that new show steer, new show heifer, or preparing for the second show 

season with your current heifer, getting that winter coat and baby hair off is an 

important step to remember.   

In order for your calf’s new hair to grow in healthy and shiny for show season, it’s 

important to begin a daily shedding regimen — usually around March or April. Body 

clipping isn’t necessary for the removal of dead hair; all you need is a high-quality 

shedding comb. While most of the calf’s body will shed a lot of hair that will need 

removed, never use a shedding comb on the legs, tailhead or flank hair because this 

hair is hard to grow back.  If you do choose to body clip one to remove the hair 

remember to leave the belly, legs, and tail head hair.  

When using your shedding tool, brush your calf in the direction of hair growth to 

remove the dead hair. Brushing against the direction of hair growth with a sharp tool 

could damage or remove healthy hair. We recommend  a livestock shedding comb 

because the rounded tips of the teeth will not get caught or pull out the good healthy 

hair yet the evenly spaced teeth ensure the dead hair follicles get removed (Side note: 

These comb is great for dogs too!). The non-slip rubber grip is also a great safety 

feature.  Sullivan’s and Weavers both make a version of this comb that works really well.  

When you comb your calf every day, your chances of having the best coat come show 

season go way up! Be sure to continue your daily rinsing/washing and drying routine 

during and after shedding and throughout show season for the best results.
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Some people are born with the natural ability to pick out quality show livestock. Others develop the talent over time. 
Regardless of your current skill level, one thing that can help young livestock exhibitors trying to pick out their next show lamb 
prospect is to find out what the lamb’s parents look like and what past winners those genetics have produced.
“The key is to ask the breeder to see that lamb’s mom and to possibly see that lamb’s dad while you are there on the farm, get 
as much information as you can about those pedigrees, study those pedigrees and find out what those bloodlines have 
produced in the past. A lot of predictability is based on past performance – ask about the mom’s track record,” said Sam 
Silvers, BioZyme® Inc., Area Sales Manager in West Texas. Silvers has raised and placed numerous winning lambs for exhibitors 
at the Texas majors and across the U.S.

After you know the past performance of the lamb’s sire and dam, Silvers offers advice on three phenotypic factors an 
exhibitor should look for in a prospective show lamb.
1.   Structure. Make sure the lambs are level hipped and run up hill. As for neck placement, make sure they have a smooth 
shoulder, and their neck comes out of their blades right. Make sure they are correct on their feet and legs; they should not toe
in or toe out or hock in or hock out. Structure – as for most species – needs to be of upmost importance.
“Take time and look at them. If there is one you are really interested in, ask the breeder to put it in a separate pen by itself to 
make sure there are no structural issues. It is hard to evaluate structure in a pen of 50 lambs or when they set it up on a 
profile,” Silvers said.
2.  Muscling. Although it can be challenging to look for muscle when lambs are so little, you can still get an idea of muscle
shape and mass from their rack shape. Is there a groove running down its back? That is a good indicator of muscle shape. 
Silvers said one of the biggest indicators of future muscle is from the size and shape of the lamb’s forearm. He also encourages
prospective buyers to handle the lamb over its rack, loin and through its leg, to gauge muscle. Especially if you are at a sale,
handling is a good way to determine true muscle versus condition, as some consignors like to add extra “bloom” to make sure 
their lambs look their best on sale day. Although you don’t want a lamb that is too green, buying one early on that is heavy in 
its finish is not good either.
3. Bone. In the show ring, it is important to make sure that lambs are heavy-boned and stand on a big foot. Bone can also be 

an indicator of future growth and performance.

Once you know the past performance of the lamb’s parents, and have evaluated structure, muscling and bone, Silvers said 
there are just a few more things to look for when selecting your show lamb prospect. Make sure the lamb is not overly parrot-
mouthed or has issues with coccidia or pinkeye. It is always best to have open dialogue with the breeder you are buying lambs 
from. Ask if the lamb is current on its shots for deworming, overeating, tetanus and if it has been treated for cocci.
Finally, Silvers reminds lamb shoppers to have a budget and stick to a budget that is in-line with the goals established. He said 
there is no need to go over budget for any show.
“There’s a lot of sheep out there. If the first one you like is not within your budget or your means, go somewhere else. Or ask 
that breeder if they have something within your budget. Find a breeder that you feel comfortable with that is willing to work
with you,” Silvers said.

Now that you’ve selected and purchased your show lamb projects and brought them into your barn, it’s time to start working 
on a nutrition management plan. To get them started right, you want to keep them eating and drinking every day. Once you 
get your show lambs home, introduce them to Vita Charge® Liquid Boost® in their water. Liquid Boost supports digestive 
health and promotes feed and water intake during times of stress and recovery. It contains Amaferm®, a precision-based 
prebiotic that is research-proven to combat stress by supporting the animal’s own immune system, significantly increasing 
intake and nutrient utilization. Liquid Boost can be added to water or mixed in with feed. It’s also a good idea to give them a 
dose of Vita Charge Paste, even before you haul them to your barn, as a way to help them cope with the stress of 
transportation and a change in their environment.
Another way to make sure your lambs get the Amaferm advantage every day is to add Sure Champ® Spark® to their diet. Sure 
Champ Spark is a pelleted supplement that continues to drive appetite. Both the Sure Champ and Vita Charge Liquid Boost 
also contain MOS to trap bad bacteria, limiting their ability to do harm to the gut.
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With all the issues that have happened with the major and county shows these past few weeks, we are all regrouping and 

starting the show animal cycle over again.  As older calves’ show careers come to a close, a new project is just beginning. Though 

you may want to jump right in and head to a show, your road to success starts at home.

The manner in which you halter break your show calf will determine how it will act throughout the entire show season. It may 

seem like a basic process, but without attention to detail, you could set yourself up for a long show season. It’s important to take 

a step-by-step approach to getting your calf broke, because we all know a well broke calf is the first step to becoming a 

champion.

Here are six halter breaking tips to make sure it will be a successful year with as little stress as possible when it comes to 

exhibiting:

Step 1: Build a Relationship

All relationships start with love, but they last because of trust. You have to build a trusting relationship between you and your 

animal.

What to do: Try getting your calf or calves into a small pen, so they are relatively contained and can’t run away from you. Once 

they are locked up, begin scratching on them with a show stick to calm them down. Chances are it will feel a little funny the first 

time, so be prepared for you calf to run or even kick a little upon the first stroke. When you are able to scratch them with the

stick consistently, start rubbing and scratching around their tailheads and down their tops with your hands. You can even use a 

rice root or scrub brush on them as they begin to get more comfortable with you. Additionally, as they become more used to 

the scratching and brushing down their top, try scratching them with your hand closer and closer to their head and neck. This

will get them used to someone being around their head and will make it easier to get the halter on when it comes time.

How long to do it: It’s good to do this more than once a day, to really settle down your calf. A good time frame would be a 

couple of hours for 2-3 days. The amount of days spent scratching can also be varied depending on how many hours you put in 

each day and the natural temperament of your calf.

Purpose of doing it: While it might take longer and a few extra days of working, taking the time to get your calf settled down 

and comfortable with you can make the halter breaking process a lot easier and less stressful on both you and the calf. By 

scratching on them a few hours, you are providing something to the calf that feels good and they will trust you a little more as

opposed to if you were to walk up and put an unknown halter on them and try leading the calf around. Sometimes a successful 

show career for your calf starts with a little TLC.

Step 2: Haltering

You can scratch all over your calf without it moving and it loves it. Now it is time to momentarily break its trust by haltering.

What to do: Grab a rope halter and hold it in one hand. For halter breaking, it might be a good idea to use a halter with a ring 

at the cinch point. This make it easier to catch and release your calf, and it’s also not as hard on their head if they pull and fight… 

which they will. When you have the halter in hand, go back to scratching on your calf and inch closer to their head with the 

halter. Slowly begin to put the halter on their head, placing it over the ears first and then over the nose. It’s easier to go over the 

ears first on their first catch, because it won’t feel as weird or frightening as catching then under their chin the first time. Once 

the halter is mostly on their head, grab the end of the lead and cinch it tight on their head so you have them caught. This will be 

a new feeling for your calf and it will not like the loss of freedom, so make sure you have plenty of lead in your hand to prepare 

for pulling back and trying to run.

How long to do it: This method of catching will likely only take place once, the first time you do it. Every time afterwards, when 

your calf is used to being caught every day, it should be easier just to catch them under the chin first, before sliding the upper 

loop of the halter behind their ears.

Purpose of doing it: By being slow and methodical about catching your calf for the first time, the experience isn’t nearly as 

shocking and it should help reduce some of the shock your calf feels during this new experience.

Halter Breaking Tips 
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Step 3: Time to Tie

Your calf is caught, but what do you do with it now? While this is sometimes the part your calf struggles with the most, tying 

your calf up is where it can learn lots.

What to do: With lead rope in hand, find the closest place to tie your animal to the fence. Depending on your facilities, make 

sure this is a sturdy fence or post on a fence, as your calf will pull back lots, and you don’t want an equipment breakdown in the 

process. When you find a spot, plan to start with tying your calf down lower on the fence. You should give them a fair amount of

lead rope when you tie, and you should also use a simple pull through loop that is easy to untie and release. It is important to

start with a low tie first because your calf is likely to pull back, fight the halter and potentially flip over. By tying it low and with an 

easy pull knot, you can quickly untie your calf to relieve it if it does flip over.

While your calf is tied low, you can once again scratch and brush on it to get used to being worked on while tied. After a couple 

hours or a day of tying it down low, try with a higher tie. Be sure to use the same approach for tying and the same kind of knot

when you tie your calf’s head higher up. It’s pertinent that when you tie its head high for the first time, you stay close by to

scratch or watch them to make sure they don’t go down or get hurt while fighting the halter.

How long to do it: A good time frame is to tie your calf lower on the fence rail for 2-3 hours on the first day. If your calf fights it 

a lot, it might be a good decision to tie it on a lower rung for 2-3 hours for a second day. By the third day you should be able to 

tie its head higher for another 2-3 hours and it’s a good idea to do this for at least two days before moving on to the next step.

Purpose of doing it: The purpose of tying them low at the start is to protect the safety of your calf and yourself as it gets used 

to being tied to the fence. In general, it is good to tie your calf for a few days and continue scratching and brushing on it so it 

will get acquainted with being worked on while being tied in one position. This will make washing and blowing MUCH easier 

when the time comes.

Step 4: Leading to the finish line

Your arms and muscles better be ready for the next step, because often times it involves a lot of pulling.

What to do: When your calf is standing relaxed and doing well with tying with minimal fighting, it’s time to start leading. Before 

trying to lead it out of the pen and straight to your washing or blowing area, you should plan to lead it around the pen some, so 

it gets used to leading (if your pen space allows). Start by untying your calf and trying to pull it a few steps. Each time your calf 

takes 3-5 steps forward reach out and loosen up the halter some and rub on its head. This acts as a reward system for taking 

steps forward. Be prepared for your calf to potentially jump forward when you pull or even run past you. Do your best to hold on

to the lead, as letting go teaches your calf that it can do that every time and get away. When you feel like it is coming forward 

well, you can think about getting it out of the pen to wash.

How long to do it: Every calf is different and therefore will lead differently. You could lead it around the pen for a few hours one 

day or for a couple of days if it makes you more comfortable.

Purpose of doing it: By moving slow and leading your calf around the pen first, you have more control and practice before 

going out in the wide open. In a larger space your calf is more likely to want to run past you and this increases the chances of

your calf getting away, which in turn, teaches bad habits.

Step 5: Time to be a Show Cow

Your calf is getting so close to falling in love with the show life, and this next step is sure to solidify its luxurious lifestyle.

What to do: The last few days have been a lot of training and fighting for your calf, but it is about to learn all about the 

pampered show life. Once your calf is out of the pen and ready to be washed, be sure to blow it out first. Since this is its first 

time, it is likely to have lots of built-in dirt in its hide and hair, and blowing that out will make the washing process easier. While 

blowing, be sure to start slow and at the back-end of your calf, gradually working closer to its head, so you don’t startle it at the 

beginning. Be sure to pay attention to where your blower hose is, so it doesn’t bump it in the leg and cause it to kick. When you 

start to wash, start with water on your calf’s legs and belly and gradually work up to the rest of the body. After it is washed, it’s 

time to blow it out again and see your new and improved calf!

How long to do it: It will take a few days of washing and drying before your calf acts well-behaved. Expect to wash it 2-3 days 

in a row to get it really used to the process.

Step 6: Be consistent EVERY. DAY.

Once you have gone through the first five steps, your calf is basically halter broke. However, to ensure it acts great and is ready 

for the show ring, it’s important to keep it on a consistent regimen every day. Here’s a few extra tips and tricks you can try:

Halter Breaking Tips 
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How long to do it: It will take a few days of washing and drying before your calf acts well-behaved. Expect to wash it 

2-3 days in a row to get it really used to the process.

Step 6: Be consistent EVERY. DAY.

Once you have gone through the first five steps, your calf is basically halter broke. However, to ensure it acts great and 

is ready for the show ring, it’s important to keep it on a consistent regimen every day. Here’s a few extra tips and tricks 

you can try:

1. Catch and tie each day to feed – This teaches your calf to be caught every single day in order to eat, and soon 

catching your calf will be very easy.

2. Tie your calf up for a few hours after washing – Instead of turning it loose right after you are finished drying, 

let it stand for a little while to teach some endurance.

3. Practice showmanship for 20-30 minutes each night – Before you turn your calf out in the evening, try 

practicing walking it and setting it up with the show stick for at least 20 minutes each night. This will get it used 

to the show stick being used on its feet and will make its first time in the ring much better!

Halter breaking is never easy and often it’s not always a fun chore. Not all cattle will break the same. You may have to 

take it slower or speed up the process. Or if you have more than one calf to break, you may have to modify the steps. 

But the thing to always remember is, consistency in what you do and paying attention to the little things along the way 

are key when you #preptowin.

Halter Breaking Tips 

Major Show Judges 

2020 State Fair of Texas 
Prospect Steers-Spencer Scotten

Market Steers- Jirl Buck 
Market Swine- Chad Day

Market Goats –Barrett Carlisle
Market Sheep –Jimmy Davis 

Boilers- Micah Osburn

2020 Heart O’ Texas Fair & Rodeo 

Major Show Results 
Houston Livestock Show 
• Breeding Sheep 

Jessie Martin- Reserve Champion Rambouillet Ram 
Jessie Martin- 4th place Rambouillet ewe 

Zoey Martin- 2nd place Rambouillet ewe 
Hailey Crumley- 5th & 3rd place Rambouillet ewe 
Hailey Crumley- 4th & 8th place Hampshire ewe

• Market Sheep 
Aiden Ray- 12th place Med. Wt. Southdown 
Kyleigh Nugent- 7th place class 6 Medium Wool 
Madison Mutina- 5th place Class 7 Medium Wool 

• Market Goats
Haley Plaa- 15th place class 6 
Emma Mutina- 15th place class 7 
Colton Meurer- 8th place class 8 
Karson Goates- 8th place class 11 
Raelynn Ward – 3rd place class 18 

We are deeply saddened that these are the only exhibitors 
that got participate at Rodeo Houston and Rodeo Austin but 

we want to congratulate the ones fortunate enough to 
finish out the show.  
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Jackpot Shows 



4224 Cobbs Drive. 

Waco, Texas 76710

McLennan County 
Extension Office

Phone: 254-757-5180

Fax: 254-757-5097

E-mail:

Mclennan@ag.tamu.edu

We‘re on the Web!
https://mclennan.agrilife.org/

Educational programs of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, disability, genet- ic 
information or veteran status.

The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating

Show Dates
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Upcoming Events:

Tag Order Deadlines:  
State Fair Sheep & Goat- due 

April 15th

Summer Heifer UIN/Tag-

Due April 15th

State Fair Swine Tags- Due 

in April 15th West FFA 

Major Show Steer Tags- Due 

in April 15th to West FFA 

Karly West 

4-H & Youth Development 

Jerod Meurer

NR Agent 

Colleen Foleen

Family & Community  Health Agent 

Dr. Shane McLellan 

AG Agent 

2020 State Fair of Texas                  
September 25- October 18 2020
• Breeding Gilt- 9/24-9/27
• Market Goat- 9/25-9/27
• Market Lamb0 9/25-9/27
• Steers- 9/8-10/1
• Market Swine-

• Wave 1 (Berk, DOPB, Duroc, Hamp, Dk Cross)- 9/28-9/29
• Wave 2- (LOPB, York, Other Cross)- 9/30-10/1

• Broilers- 9/28

2020 Heart O’ Texas Fair & Rodeo-
October 8-18 2020

2021 McLennan County Junior Livestock Show 

2021 Ft. Worth Livestock Show 
January 15- February 6, 2021

2021 San Angelo Livestock Show 
February 4-21, 2021

2021 San Antonio Livestock Show 
February 11-28, 2021

2021 Houston Livestock Show 
March  2-21 , 2021

2021 Rodeo Austin Livestock Show 
March  13-27  2021

mailto:Brazos@ag.tamu.edu
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