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Spring Lawn Program 

On April 11th, the McLennan County Horticulture 
Committee will host the Spring Lawn Program at 
Cottonwood Creek Golf Course Clubhouse.  
Registration will open at 8:00 a.m. and the program 
will start at 8:30 a.m.  Topics and speakers will 
include Cultural Lawn Management Practices by 
Mike Pender of Tri-Tex Grass; Residential Lawn 
Disease with Mark Barnett, McLennan County 
Master Gardener; Lawn Varieties by Mike Pender; 
and Lawn Irrigation presented by Charles Swanson, 
Extension Irrigation Specialist.  There will be a $10 
registration fee.  Lone Star Ag Credit is providing 
breakfast.  Lunch is courtesy of VirKim, Inc. located 
at 718 Sun Valley in Hewitt.     

Establishing a Lawn, via Seed 

I am getting quite a few calls about planting 
bermudagrass and wanted to give you a few pointers.  
It’s always good to take a soil sample several months 
in advance to determine what soil nutrients are 
needed to provide your lawn the best growing 
conditions.  Then apply the suggested amount of 
fertilizer, allow time for it to break down and be 
available for growing plants.  Avoid applications of 
pre-emergent or other herbicide products 45-60 days 
prior to planting your new lawn.  Rake the ground 
level, making sure you have drainage going away 
from structures.  Turfgrass can be established by 
seed, sod, sprigs, or plugs.  Seed and sod are the most 
common and for this newsletter, we are going to 
discuss seed.  For seeding, you need to plant when 
the lawn is actively growing, and the soil temperature 
will be 70 to 95 degrees, no cooler or hotter than this.  
That narrows it down to late spring and early summer 
months.  Germination and purity should be as high as 
possible with a low weed and inert matter content.  
Not all grass varieties are available in seed as some 
are only available in sod.  Keep the soil damp until 
the grass has sprouted and begins to root.  If it is hot, 
you may have to lightly water the newly seeded area 
several times a day.  Lastly, as the grass becomes 
established you can water less frequently and begin 
to water slow and deep to promote deeper root 
growth.  Happy Planting!  

Facebook Information 

Our McLennan County Agriculture Facebook page 
is a great source of information.  Follow us 
@MclennanAgExtension to get the latest news and 
updates.   
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Wheat & Oat, Corn & Grain 
Sorghum Variety Trials 

Thank you to Kevin Huffman for planting our 
county Hard Red Winter Wheat and Oat Variety 
Trial, Mark Wiethorn for planting our county Grain 
Sorghum Variety Trial, Greg Westerfeld for 
planting the West Side Corn Variety Trial and Nick 
Holy for planting the East Side Corn Variety Trial.  
The State Extension Small Grain Specialist and I 
plan what wheat/oat varieties to plant for our area, 
including the usual and adding new variety options 
for our local producers to see so they can make an 
educated decision on what to plant for next year.  We 
will also highlight these varieties at our field day on 
April 26th near McGregor.  I send out seed request 
letters to our local seed companies and ask for corn 
and grain sorghum varieties in late December.  Those 
companies submit their nominations/seed to us in 
February and we have the above-mentioned 
producers agree to plant these plots that are 
highlighted in our summer row crop tours on June 
14th (Downsville) and June 21st (Crawford), allowing 
producers to see these hybrids planted side by side.  
Result demonstrations are conducted to show 
producers in our county how these seed varieties 
grow and produce in our ever-changing Central 
Texas climate.  I always tell producers to not make a 
seed planting decision based on one year’s worth of 
data.  Look at the variety over several years, over 
multiple growing seasons to decide what to plant.  I 
can not conduct these demonstrations without the 
great producers that plant and manage these plots for 
us.  Please thank them for serving as your host at the 
field days and taking the time to have these plots. 

Agriculture for an honorable and high-minded 
man, is the best of all occupations or arts by which 
men procure the means of living.  Xenophon 

Small Grain Field Day 

The annual Small Grain Field Day is scheduled for 
Friday, April 26th. We will begin in Kevin Huffman’s 
wheat field, north of McGregor, on the curve of FM 
3047 (New Windsor Parkway).  Topics and speakers 
will include Variety Trial Walking Tour with Dr. 
Clark Neely, Extension Small Grains Specialist; 
Commodity Market Update by Mark Welch, 
Extension Economist; Small Grains Fertilizer and 
Seeding Rates, Clark Neely; and Texas Farm Bureau 
on Eminent Domain. Registration will be $10 and 
opens in the field at 7:30. We will offer 1 IPM and 1 
General CEU.  Breakfast will be provided by Capital 
Farm Credit.  Lunch will be steak tidbits.  Please 
RSVP by calling the McLennan County Extension 
office by April 23rd.  We have applied for CCA’s. 

Plant Disease Clinic 

On May 30th, the McLennan County Horticulture 
Committee is hosting the Plant Disease Clinic at the 
Pavilion at the Carleen Bright Arboretum in 
Woodway.  Registration will open at 8:00 a.m. 
Topics and speakers include Rose Rosette with Mark 
Barnett, McLennan County Master Gardener; Lawn 
Large Patch/Take All Patch by Dr. Becky Grubb, 
Extension Turf Specialist; Managing Disease in the 
Vineyard with Dr. Shane McLellan, McLennan 
County Ag Agent; Cotton Root Rot presented by 
Steven Lovecky, McLennan County Master 
Gardener; and Oak Wilt/Hypoxylon Canker with 
Karl Flocke, Texas Forest Service.  Breakfast 
provided by the McLennan County Master 
Gardeners.  Registration is $20.00.  This program 
will offer 2 CEU’s – 1 General and 1 IPM.  RSVP 
before May 27th.   
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Fire Ant Control 

As we have moisture and soil temperatures warming 
up, we are starting to see more fire ant activity.  The 
control continues to be the two-step method where 
you apply over a broad general area and then follow 
up with selected individual mound treatment.  This 
works in a lawn, but not in pastures due to the cost of 
the insecticide.  The first step is to use a fire ant bait 
spread over a large general area to control fire ants.  
The pesticide used has extremely low amounts of 
toxins.  You need to apply when the ground and grass 
are dry, and no rain is expected for 24 to 48 hours.  
You will need to re-apply baits at least twice a year.  
You can find the latest options at 
https://fireant.tamu.edu/ scroll down to “The Latest 
Broadcast on Fire Ant Control.”  The second step is 
Individual Mound Treatments.  This second step can 
be weeks or even months after you have applied the 
wide spread bait and you only treat those mounds 
that continue to remain.  You have options of dust, 
liquid or granular products.  Closely follow label 
directions to make sure your product is applied 
correctly.   

Vines & Wines Program 
The 2nd Annual Vines and Wines program will be 
May 16th at Mike and Lory Latimer’s Vineyard 
located at 3032 Rice Road, Riesel, Texas.  Topics 
and speakers include Impact of Grapes in Texas with 
Fran Pontasch and Michael Cook, Extension 
Viticulturists; Vineyard Management by Mike 
Latimer; Table Grapes and Vineyard Soil with Justin 
Scheiner, Extension Viticulturist; Building Grower 
Relationships from a Buyer’s Perspective presented 
by Roxane Myers and Gene Estes of Lost Oaks 
Winery; Benefits of Forming a Grape Growers 
Association by Katy Jane Seaton, High Plains Wine 
Growers; and a panel discussion on Lessons Learned 
From the Vineyard.  Registration begins at 8:30 a.m. 
and the program starts at 9:00.  Registration is $25.00 
and includes lunch.  Capital Farm Credit will provide 
breakfast. Please RSVP before May 9th.   
 

Spring Beef & Forage Program 

On May 24th, the McLennan County Beef and Forage 
Committee will host the annual Spring Beef & 
Forage Program at Cory Priest’s located at 899 
Rosenthal Road in Lorena. Registration begins at 
8:00 a.m. and the program begins at 8:30. Topics and 
speakers are Economics of Cattle Production with 
Jason Johnson, Extension Economist; Chute Side 
Cattle Working will be a live cattle demonstration 
with a veterinarian from Boehringer Ingelheim; 
Larry Redmon, Extension Soil and Crop Department 
Head will speak on Managing Pastures to Maximize 
Forage Use; Clay Burson, Purina Cattle Nutritionist, 
will cover Nutrient Value($) of Feeds; Marvin Wills, 
Special Ranger with TSCRA, will discuss Theft 
Protection on the Farm and Ranch. Dusty Lynch, 
Lynch Ag Services will speak on Protecting Your 
Forage During a Drought.  Breakfast provided by 
Capital Farm Credit.  Ag vendors will be in 
attendance with booths and door prizes. We will 
offer 1 General CEU.  RSVP before May 20th. 

https://fireant.tamu.edu/
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Truth in Labeling 

I won’t get on my soapbox, but all of us as consumers 
should pay attention to what we are purchasing in the 
food aisle.  There are many products mislabeled as 
one thing and they are another.  I am going to lay 
some facts on you today.  Milk comes from a cow, 
and no other thing can honestly be called milk.  From 
the dictionary: “Milk is an opaque white fluid rich in 
fat and protein, secreted by female mammals for the 
nourishment of their young.”  Milk does not come 
from plants, the end.  The 10 genetically modified 
crops available today:  alfalfa, apples, canola, corn 
(field and sweet), cotton, papaya, potatoes, soybeans, 
squash and sugar beets.  There are no other approved 
gmo products that can legally be available to the 
public.  Zero.  None-ya, nada, nope, not anymore 
than these ten, currently.  Non-gmo gummy 
bears…no kidding, my pickup is non-gmo, my 
favorite work cap is non-gmo.  My watch is non-
gmo.  Social media and advertising agencies are 
calling the American consumer an easy target for 
mis-labeling.  Wake up America.  The marketing 
firms are taking advantage of your human emotions 
and buying tendencies to purchase safe wholesome 
products, but you need to be using common sense 
and education when you make a purchase.  Don’t 
believe the hype.  Buy American, support the 
American farmer.  The American farmer works 
under the most regulations of any producer in the 
world.  They do so to offer you the most wholesome 
and safe food product for your family and theirs.  
There is no scientific proof that organic products are 
more nutritious than traditional or conventionally 
grown crops, at least not from a viable source.  Waka 
Waka University from California isn’t as trustworthy 
as a USDA approved lab, sorry.  Please do not 
believe everything you read on the web, Facebook or 
hear on the radio and see on TV.  The American 
farmer is still the backbone of this nation as they feed 
and clothe the world.  The farmer and consumer are 
on the same team.  The path to the plate begins with 
a farmer or rancher.   

East Side Row Crop Tour 

The East Side Row Crop Tour is scheduled for June 
14th and will be in the Downsville area.  Nick Holy 
will plant our east side variety trial and that is where 
we will begin with registration at 7:30 a.m.   

Directions to plots:  Loop 340 divides FM 434, so 
you will need to be on the access road headed north.  
You will turn right onto FM 434 (3rd Street) and drive 
about 2.7 miles down FM 434 and the plots will be 
on the left.  We will have signs posted to assist you 
in finding the plot.  If you are coming from the South 
(FM 434/South University Parks Drive, you will 
drive 2.64 miles and the plots will be on the right.   

We will take a walking tour through the corn hybrids 
and seed companies and sponsors will talk about 
their hybrid entry and/or company.  Ronnie Schnell, 
Extension Crop Specialist will speak on New and 
Alternative End Uses of Crops; John Robinson, 
Extension Economist, will provide the Ag 
Commodity Market Update; the Cotton Crop Update 
will be presented by Doug Pustejovsky with 
Americot; there will also be 3 CEU’s provided – 1 
Laws and Regulations and 2 General.  We have 
applied for CCA’s.  Lone Star Ag Credit will provide 
breakfast.  Please RSVP by June 10th to our office.   

“Farming looks mighty easy when your plow is a 
pencil and you're a thousand miles from the corn 
field”.  Dwight D. Eisenhower 
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West Side Row Crop Tour 

The West Side Row Crop Tour is scheduled for 
Friday, June 21, 2019 and will begin in the 
McGregor/Crawford area. Greg Westerfeld will 
plant our corn hybrid plot and Mark Weithorn will 
plant the grain sorghum plot. We will begin in the 
field at the grain sorghum plot with a 7:30 a.m. 
registration.   

We will walk through the varieties at each plot and 
have sponsors and seed companies speak on their 
submission and company services.  Jason Johnson, 
Extension Economist, will provide an Ag Commodity 
Market Update, Doug Pustejovsky with Americot 
will provide the Cotton Crop Update, Dr. Don 
Renchie, Extension Program Leader for Pesticide 
Education and Safety, will provide a discussion on 
Laws and Regulations.  2 CEU’s will be offered – 1 
General and 1 Laws & Regulations.  We have applied 
for CCA’s.  Please RSVP by June 17th.   

Central Texas Stocker Cattle 

The annual Central Texas Stocker Cattle Program 
will be held on June 26th at the West Auction Barn.  
Registration will open at 7:30 a.m.  1 General CEU 
will be offered toward TDA pesticide applicator 
license.  Lone Star Ag Credit will provide breakfast.  
Lunch is courtesy of our Ag vendors.  Topics and 
speakers will include:  The Effect of Nutrition on the 
Performance and Health of Stockers by Levi 
Trubenbach of Livestock Nutrition Center; 
Economics of Stocker Cattle Production by Paul 
Burroughs from the National Finance Credit 
Corporation; The Benefits of Individual Carcass Id 
by Heath Crumley of Creekstone Farms; a live cattle 
demonstration on Why Certain Cattle Bring a 
Premium or Discount by Brian Uptmore, Auctioneer 
and Manager, West Auction Barn.  There will be a 
$10 registration fee.  All interested persons should 
RSVP by calling the Extension office by June 22nd.   

Lawn Update 

We are getting numerous phone calls on lawn issues 
and sick trees.  Those calls dominate the office right 
now.  On plant ID (weed/trees, etc.) if we don’t see a 
leaf, it is near impossible.  Many times, we need a 
full canopy on trees and on weeds, we might need to 
see a flower before we can track down what it is.  St. 
Augustine lawns are breaking dormancy and 
beginning to grow.  Most lawn disease problems I 
see now are hard to identify due to the problem is not 
new and was on-going at the end of the summer last 
year.  Those problems would have been much easier 
to identify when the lawn was actively growing.  
Over fertilizing with nitrogen only makes the fungal 
issues worse as you are only feeding the fungus.  
Lawn fungal problems are treatable but need to be 
property diagnosed and then treated with the proper 
products.  As trees are leafing out, some trees do not 
have a full canopy and homeowners often think “oak 
wilt.”  Oak wilt does not occur on maples or pecans 
or pears or elms, oak wilt is on oaks, primarily on red 
oaks.  There is a treatment for oak wilt, but it can be 
expensive.  We do have great arborists in the Waco 
area that have been successful in treating trees with 
oak wilt.  A more common oak tree disease is 
hypoxylon canker.  You will see limbs falling and 
look closer and see an 8x10 size bark fall off the main 
trunk.  Soon after you see a fungal spore mat where 
the bark was, and the limbs will have this spore mat 
on them.  More limbs drop, and the tree dies a quick 
death.  There is no treatment for hypoxylon canker.  
Most tree disease comes from stress.  This stress 
could be drought, or damage from hail, wind, etc., 
but a lot of stress is man made and could be avoided.   
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Mesquite Control 

Mesquite trees continue to be a thorn in ag 
production as it is a tough and invasive brush specie.  
There are many ways to battle it and a few to control 
it.  Chemical and mechanical or the two most 
common and successful methods.  Whatever method 
you use, it is important to think about soil 
temperature (with temperatures warmer than 75 
degrees), translocation occurring (leaves are dark 
green and feeding carbohydrate to the root which is 
the end of May through mid-July), foliage is healthy 
and dark green, dry soil conditions, and you use the 
proper application methods including coverage and 
correct herbicide.  Root plowing and bulldozing are 
effective methods for control but do have issues with 
root regrowth.  For the chemical control you can 
spray on stem, leaf spray, or use the cut stump 
method.  Stem spray is for when you have a few well-
defined stems or trunks coming out of the ground.  
This method is most successful when used during the 
spring/summer.  The stem method of control is for 
relatively young mesquite trees that have smooth 
bark and few basal stems, those slim trunks emerging 
from the ground.  The method has been known for 
years as the low-volume, basal stem treatment 
technique.  Remedy/Diesel is still the standard for 
stem spray.  The rate depends on the size of the stem.  
1.5 inch in diameter is 15% Remedy, 1.5 to 4 inch in 
diameter stem use 25% remedy.  You will spray the 
stem from the ground up to a height of 12 inches all 
the way around the stem.  If the mesquites are bushy, 
have many stems at ground level, and are less than 6 
to 8 feet tall, try the Leaf Spray Method.  Leaf spray 
can occur from late May through September for our 
area.  Remedy/Reclaim has been the go-to mix for 
leaf spray, but research shows Sendero is the better 
option for leaf spray.  Rate of herbicide varies by tree 
size.  If you are going to spray leaves you should 
spray the last week of May until July 31st, but no 
later.  Cut stump is for large trees where you have 
removed the trunk and have a bare stump.  Remedy 
and Diesel is the go-to mix for cut stump.  Cover the 

stump adequately with the solution.  Brush Busters 
guidelines state 15% Remedy mixed with Diesel and 
a vegetable oil.   

Upcoming Programs 

Here is a list of upcoming programs that are 
scheduled.  More information will be coming out as 
we finalize details. 

April 11, 2019 – Spring Lawn Program – 
Cottonwood Creek Golf Course 

April 26, 2019 – Small Grain Field Day - 
McGregor 

May 16, 2019 – Central Texas Vines & Wines – 
Latimer Vineyards, Riesel 

May 24, 2019 – Spring Beef & Forage Program –
Cory Priest’s in Lorena 

May 30, 2019 – Plant Disease Clinic –  
Arboretum Pavilion 

June 14, 2019 – East Side Row Crop Tour – 
Downsville/Asa Area 

June 21, 2019 – West Side Row Crop Tour – 
McGregor/Crawford Area  

June 26, 2019 – Central Texas Stocker Cattle – 
West Auction Barn 
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Old Tandem Bearings 

I have hundreds of old boring stories about growing up on the farm and I enjoy writing them.  I want my kids to 
have those same experiences and my dad says “Why? We were all just trying to make it, trying to get by” and 
he’s probably right, but I don’t know that I ever missed out on anything.  I felt like my childhood was absolutely 
wonderful growing up with what we had and working.  That was all I knew, I didn’t know anything different.  I 
remember the old Krause tandem disc plow that seemed to have a tendency to burn up bearings and as a high 
school boy I did not enjoy taking off that big old slotted nut and tearing the gang down, taking off the spacers, 
disc, spools, etc. to get to the bearing housing and more often than not using a bearing puller to get it out.  Then 
you had to find the right replacement bearing, pack the bearing, put it in the housing, put everything back on and 
make sure it all went back on in the order it came off.  Of course, I just lost hours of plowing to fix this bearing 
and that was never good because I wanted to cover as much ground in a day as possible.  I had perfected the “lift 
plow the minimal distance to get the disc out of the ground and not hang up, turn around, lower plow and make 
another round”.  I had become so good at it I could cut down on the time I was turning and plow much more 
ground.  I was efficient, not in a hurry but methodical, consistent, all day long.  It took years, plowing acre after 
acre to become a good plow hand.  There was a time when I was just bad at it.  When I was a little kid, I spent 
more time broke down, hung up, walking the field for sweeps, welding drags back together, looking for broke 
shanks, fixing tires that I ran over (insert any sharp object here).  The worst hang up was at the “South Place”, it 
had a fence line that had a bunch of ninety degree turns in it next to a big field.  I was pulling the Krause tandem, 
was about my son’s age today, and I turned too close and had the two gangs on each side of a big old wood corner 
post.  No matter how much I went back and forth, I just edged that tandem closer to the post.  Here came my hero, 
Dad jumped in the pickup and had it out in a second.  I am going through those kinds of experiences with my kids 
and realize that they are just as hard headed and “don’t think” just like I did, maybe worse (okay, Dad, they are 
not as bad).  I hope you are able to get your kids away from the hustle and bustle of town life and out in the 
country, in the dirt, in the grass, and get to enjoy the smell of a freshly plowed field or newly baled hay field, and 
the kids get a taste of sweat and calluses.  If more people would get a taste of the “simple life” and dig a post hole 
by hand with a post hole digger, a lot of the world’s dramatic problems would go away.  The fake and real become 
very apparent when you do a day’s honest work.  We could focus on the real issues that are out there, like taking 
care of the elderly, teaching the young, feeding the hungry, clothing the needy, and spreading good faith and 
words to our neighbor.  Come see me sometime, sMc 

           
         Dr. Shane McLellan 
         McLennan County Extension Agent – Ag 
         s-mclellan@tamu.edu  
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